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While  thus  for  very  different  reasons  and  with  CHAP, 
very    different    results    both    Franklin    and    Fox  '    . 

were  dismissed  from  office,  tidings  of  no  common  1774. 
importance  had  reached  England  from  North 
America.  Throughout  that  country  the  appear- 
ance of  the  tea-ships,  as  planned  by  Lord  North, 
and  as  freighted  by  the  East  India  Company,  had 
provoked  not  only  resentment  but  resistance.  It 
was  believed,  or  at  least  it  was  asserted,  that  this 
was  only  the  first  step  in  a  course  of  intended 
tyranny  ;  that  England  desired  nothing  so  much 
as  the  oppression  of  her  colonies  ;  that  if  the  local 
duty  on  the  Teas  should  be  quietly  paid,  other 
more  odious  imposts, — a  window-tax,  a  hearth-tax, 
a  land-tax,  and  a  poll-tax, — were  in  contemplation, 
and  were  sure  to  be  enacted.  Even  before  any 
one  of  the  tea-ships  came  in  sight  mobs  had  risen 
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C  II  A  P.   ill  several  places,  and  violently  threatened  the  con- 

, ;*J ,  signees  of  the  expected   cargo.      At  Philadelphia 

lT~i-  handbills  were  dispersed  warning  the  pilots  on  the 
Delaware  not  to  bring  any  of  these  vessels  into 
harbour,  since  they  had  been  sent  out  on  pur- 
pose to  enslave  and  to  poison  the  Americans !  At 
New  York  other  printed  papers  declared  that  the 
coming  ships  were  laden  in  semblance  only  with 
tea,  but  in  truth  with  fetters  which  had  been 
forged  for  them  in  England ! 

Notwithstanding  the  excitement  produced  by 
such  exaggerations,  the  colonists  generally  speak- 
ing did  not  overstep  the  bounds  of  law.  In  most 
places  the  consignees  \Yere  so  flir  wrought  upon 
by  terror  or  by  shame  as  to  renounce  their  func- 
tions, and  enter  into  a  public  engagement  to  send 
back  the  cargoes  without  landing.  At  Charles- 
ton the  inhabitants  allowed  the  chests  of  tea 
to  be  brought  on  shore,  but  insisted  that  they 
should  be  withheld  from  sale  and  stored  in  cellars, 
where  at  last  they  perished  from  damp.  Such 
measures,  though  certainly  sufficient  for  their  ob- 
ject, were  much  too  tame  and  moderate  for  the 
prevailing  taste  at  Boston.  Three  ships  freighted 
with  tea  having  arrived  at  that  port,  the  captains 
observing  the  state  of  the  public  feeling  were  not 
only  willing  but  anxious  to  depart  with  their 
cargoes.  But  since  they  had  already  entangled 
themselves  with  some  technical  forms  of  I'litry, 
there  were  ditficulties  in  the  -way  of  their  return  ; 
(liflicnltio    in    obtaininir    either    a   clearance    fiom 
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the  Custom  House,  or  a  permit  from  Castle  Wil-  CHAP. 

T  T 

Ham.     Concession  on   these  points  was,    perhaps  . 


unwisely,  declined  by  the  Governor,  while  the  1774. 
compromise  adopted  elsewhere  of  allowing  the 
Teas  to  be  landed  and  placed  in  store  was  indig- 
nantly rejected  by  the  people.  A  shorter  and 
simpler  expedient  was  preferred.  On  the  evening 
of  the  l6th  of  December  1773  a  great  number  of 
persons  disguised  and  painted  as  Mohawk  Indians* 
boarded  the  tea-ships,  broke  open  the  chests,  and 
flung  the  contents  into  the  sea,  to  the  value  it 
was  computed  of  18,000/.  After  this  feat  they 
quietly  dispersed,  neither  inflicting  nor  yet  suffering 
any  other  injury.  Yet  certainly  no  slight  degree 
of  rancorous  spirit  was  rife  among  the  people. 
Mr.  John  Adams  who  was  upon  the  spot  has 
noted  in  his  Private  Diary :  "  Many  persons  wish 
"  that  as  many  dead  carcases  were  floating  in  the 
"  harbour  as  there  are  chests  of  tea!  "  f 

The  news  of  this  attack  upon  the  tea-ships  pro- 
duced great  irritation  not  only  in  the  British 
Ministry  but  also  in  the  British  Parliament  and 
people.  To  understand  their  feelings  at  this  junc- 
ture we  must  remember,  besides  the  final  out- 
rage, the  long  succession  of  angry  struggles  and 
of  studied  insults  which   ever  since  the  passing 

*  The  readers  of  the  Spectator  (now  I  believe  many  fewer 
than  there  used  to  be)  will  recollect  the  midnight  orgies  in  the 
streets  of  London  of  another  race  of  Mohawks.  (No.  324.  and 
347.,  March  12.  and  April  8.  1712.) 

t  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  323.  ed.  1850. 
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CHAT,  of  the   Stamp  Act.  tlu-v,   their  otliccrs,   and  their 

^ ,  adlierents    liad    encountered    from    Boston.     The 

1774.  c\ent  of  the  Kith  of  Deccmher  therefore  was 
only  tin-  last  dio})  in  tlicir  cup  of  Avrath  ;  the 
last  drop  \vhich  made  the  M'aters  of  l)itterness 
overflow.  On  the  7th  of  March  a  Royal  Mes- 
sage was  delivered  commimicating  the  principal 
despatches  or  other  documents  received,  and  re- 
commending the  whole  matter  to  the  most  serious 
consideration  of  both  Houses.  On  the  14th  of 
the  same  month  Lord  North  brought  in  the 
measure  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Boston  Port  Bill.  The  preamble  declared  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  town  and  harbour 
of  Boston  the  commerce  of  His  Majesty's  subjects 
could  not  be  safely  carried  on,  nor  the  customs 
be  duly  collected ;  and  the  clauses  proposed 
to  enact  that  from  and  after  the  1st  of  June  in 
this  year  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  person 
to  lade  or  unlade,  to  ship  or  unsliip,  any  goods 
from  any  quay  or  wharf  Avithin  the  aforesaid 
harbour.  It  was  in  fact  intended  to  transfer  the 
commerce  and  customs  of  Boston  for  a  time  to 
Salem,  another  town  and  jiort  on  tlie  coast  of 
Massachusetts.  But  a  ])owei-  was  reserved  to  tlie 
King  in  Council,  when  j)eace  and  order  should 
be  established  at  Boston,  and  after  full  compen- 
sation had  been  made  to  the  Kast  India  ('ompan\' 
for  the  value  of  the  Teas  destroyed,  to  rej)lace  the 
trad<'  of  tlie  town  as  it  stood  at  first. 
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In  supporting  this  measure  Lord  North  rehcd  CHAP, 
in  part  upon  the  ground  of  precedents.     "  It  may  . 

"  be  objected,"  said  he,  "  that  the  innocent  may  1774. 
"  suffer  on  this  occasion  with  the  guilty ;  but 
"  where  the  authority  of  a  town  has  been  as 
"  it  were  asleep  and  inactive,  it  is  no  new  thing 
"  for  the  whole  town  to  be  fined  for  such  neglect. 
*'  Thus  with  the  City  of  London  in  King  Charles 
"  the  Second's  time,  when  Dr.  Lamb  was  killed 
"  by  unknown  persons,  the  City  was  fined.  Such 
"  was  also  the  case  with  Edinburgh  in  Captain 
"  Porteous's  affair,  when  a  fine  was  set  upon  the 
"  whole.  Thus  likewise  at  Glasgow,  when  the 
"  house  of  Mr.  Campbell  was  pulled  down,  part 
"  of  the  revenue  of  that  town  was  sequestered 
"  to  make  good  the  damage."  —  But  no  doubt 
the  main  argument  of  Lord  North  and  with  his 
hearers  lay  in  the  many  scenes  of  turbulence, — 
the  tarrings  and  the  featherings,  the  riotings  and 
burnings,  —  which  ever  since  the  passing  of  the 
Stamp  Act  had  distinguished  the  town  of  Boston 
far  beyond  any  other  in  America.  "  Do  you  ask," 
cried  Lord  North  in  one  of  the  debates  of  this 
time,  "  what  the  people  of  Boston  have  done  ?  I 
"  will  tell  you  then.  They  have  tarred  and 
"  feathered  your  subjects,  plundered  your  mer- 
"  chants,  burnt  your  ships,  denied  all  obedience 
"  to  your  laws  and  authority.  Yet  so  clement 
"  and  long-forbearing  has  our  conduct  been  that 
"  it  is  incumbent  on  us  now  to  take  a  different 
"  course.     Whatever   may    be    the    consequence, 
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C'llAl'.   "   WO  must  risk  souu'tliing  ;  if  wc   do   not,  all   is 

.     ^'         -  over!"* 
177  1.  Resistance  to  this   Bill,  after  some  doubt  and 

hesitation,  was  offered  hv  several  men  of  note,  as 
Dowdeswell,  Burke,  and  Charles  Fox,  who  now  for 
the  first  time  apjieared  in  the  ranks  of  Opposition. 
Colonel  Bane,  (leiural  Conway,  and  I^ord  John 
Cavendish  on  tlie  whole  approved  it.  In  none  of 
its  stages,  and  in  neither  House,  did  its  opponents 
venture  on  dividing ;  and  only  a  fortnight  elapsed 
between  its  first  proposal  and  its  passing.  By  the 
public  in  general  the  measure  was  by  no  means 
looked  upon  as  unduly  harsh  or  severe.  Tiie 
more  violent  party  indeed  contended  that  Boston 
was  not  bound  to  make  any  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  the  Tea.  But  on  the  contrary  the  tem- 
perate friends  of  freedom  in  both  countries  cen- 
sured the  Boston  Port  Bill  mainly  on  this  ground, 
that  it  preceded  instead  of  following  the  demand 
for  that  just  compensation.  I  cannot  but  observe 
with  pleasure  how  precisely  in  accordance  on  this 
subject  was  the  opinion  of  the  two  greatest  men  of 
that  age  in  their  respective  countries,  Washington 
and  Chatham.  Neither's  opinion  was  expressed 
in   public;   neither's  was  known  to   the  other;  but 

•  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  xvii.  p.  IKJl.  iukI  IL'7!>.  Im  the  inongrc 
n'pfjrt  prt.'scrvc'd  of  tliis  last  .speech  Lord  North  is  made  to 
Bpcuk  in  general  terms  of  "the  Americans."  Hut  from  tiie 
context,  and  still  more  from  the  nature  of  the  Bill  discussed 
whic-h  had  no  reference  to  any  other  colony,  it  is  plain  that  his 
expressions  were  eoiiliiK'fl  to  the  peoph;  <>f  Ho^tou  or  at  most  of 
MaHinchii-'-f*". 
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both,  as  wc  find  from  their  fumihar  correspondence,  C  II  A  i\ 

concurred.     "  Reparation,"  says  Chatham,  "ouglit  , ^^^^ , 

*'  first  to  be  demanded  in  a  solemn  manner,  and      1774. 

"  refused  by  the  town  and  magistracy  of  Boston, 

"  before  such  a  bill  of  j)ains  and  penalties  can  be 

"  called  just."*     And  Washington  writes  :   "The 

**  conduct  of  the  Boston  people  could  not  justify 

"  the  rigour  of  their    (the   Ministers')   measure, 

"  unless  there  had  been  a  requisition  of  payment 

"  and  refusal  of  it."f 

Even  before  the  Boston  Port  Bill  had  yet  passed 
the  Upper  House  Lord  North  introduced  another 
measure,  the  Massachusetts  Government  Bill.  By 
that  measure  the  Charter  as  granted  to  the  pro- 
vince by  King  William  was  in  some  important 
particulars  set  aside.  The  Council,  instead  of 
being  elected  by  the  people,  was  henceforth,  as  in 
most  of  the  other  colonies,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Crown.  The  judges,  magistrates,  and  sheriffs 
might  be  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and  in  some 
cases  also  be  removed  by  him,  even  without  the 
consent  or  sanction  of  the  Council.  "  How  else," 
asked  Lord  North,  "  is  the  Governor  to  execute 
"  any  authority  vested  in  him  ?  At  present  if  he 
"  requires  the  aid  of  a  magistrate  he  has  not  the 
"  power  of  appointing  any  one  who  will,  nor  of 
"  removing  any  one  who  will  not,  act ;  the  Council 
"  alone  have  that  power,  and  the  dependence  of 

*  To  Lord    Shelburnc,  :March  20.   1774.     Correspondence, 
vol.  iv.  p.  337. 

t  To  B.  Fairfax,  July  20.  1774.     Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  303. 
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C  II  A  1'.   "   tlu-    ('i)UiU'il    is    now    solely   on    the    (U'lnocratic 

•■Jj ^  "   part    ol"  till-  Constitution.      It   appears   that  the 

1771.  "  i-ivil  niaiiistrac'V  has  hicii  lor  a  scries  uf  years 
"  unitornily  iniietive ;  and  there  must  be  somc- 
"  thini,^  ra(heallv  wrong  in  that  constitution  in 
"  whieii  no  magistrate  for  sucli  a  scries  of  years 
"  has  ever  done  his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
"  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws."*  Such  con- 
siderations are  by  no  means  destitute  of  weight. 
But  surely  in  the  arguments  for  or  against  this 
Bill  the  scale  nmeh  preponderates  to  the  side  of 
Opposition,  —  an  Opposition  not  indeed  effectual, 
but  united  and  strong,  resolute  and  eager.  How 
rash  the  precedent  at  such  a  time  of  dealing  so 
lightlv  with  a  Royal  Charter  !  How  far  wiser  had 
it  been  to  bear  any  amount  of  inconvenience  from 
the  defects  of  the  exi>ting  flibric,  rather  than  attempt 
its  reconstruction  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
storm  was  raging  round  it ! 

These  two  important  liills  were  not  the  only 
ones  that  passed  this  Session  in  single  reference 
to  the  colony  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  imagined 
that  no  fair  trial  could  be  had  within  the  limits 
of  that  province  of  any  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  disturbances  ;  it  was  therefore  enacted  that 
during  the  next  three  years  the  (Jovernor  might 
liave  the  option  of  transferring  any  ]KM"sons  so  ac- 
cused to  be  tried  in  any  other  colony,  oi'  cvi'U 
in  (ireat  Britain.  There  was  likewise  a  Bill  to 
regulate     the     goNcrnnieiit     ol"    Canada,    or    as    it 

•    J'arl.  IIi>t.  V..1.  wii.  \k  1  H)!'. 
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Avas  termed  tlic  "  i)r()vinee  of  Quebee,"  and  to  dc-    (   ii  A  I" 

.  1,1. 

fine   its   boundaries,   ^^bich   were  enlarged   in   the   . 

direction  of  the  back  settlements,  by  including  all 
the  lands  not  subject  to  any  previous  grant  nor 
comprised  in  any  previous  Charter.  The  Gover- 
nor, General  Carleton,  being  examined  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  stated  that  the  Protestants  in 
the  province  were  then  not  quite  400  in  number, 
while  the  French  inhabitants,  all  Roman  Catho- 
lics, amounted  to  150,000.*  It  was  to  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  latter  that  the  Bill 
was  mainly,  and  surely  in  strict  justice,  directed. 
Its  provisions  in  no  degree  practically  touched 
any  of  the  dissatisfied  colonies.  But  since  it 
authorized  and  sanctioned  the  Roman  Catholic 
Faith,  as  held  at  that  time  by  an  immense  majority 
of  the  people  in  Canada,  it  afforded  on  that  ac- 
count a  topic  of  invective  and  complaint  to  the 
Protestant  zealots  of  New  England. 

During  the  progress  of  all  this  legislation,  levelled 
so  directly  at  the  town  of  Boston,  the  news  that 
came  from  thence  was  by  no  means  of  a  soothing 
kind.  At  the  close  of  February  another  ship 
freighted  with  Teas  (it  was  named  the  Fortune, 
and  commanded  by  Captain  Graham,)  having 
anchored  in  Boston  Harbour,  the  inhabitants  with 
great  deliberation  proceeded  to  unload  the  tea- 
chests,  and  to  cast  their  contents  into  the  sea. 
Well  mio-ht  Lord  North  exclaim  at  the  news  :  "  Is 
"  this,   Sir,  seeing   their  error  ?     Is  this,  Sir,   re- 

*  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  xvii.  \^.  1368. 
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CHAT.  "  lonniiitr  i'    I-^  tl»i^  inakinu:  restitution  to  the  East 

, ■_ ,  "   Iiulia  Company  ?   Suiily  no  LicntKnian  \\\\\  after 

177  1.      "  this  urge  anything  in  tlieir  (htcncc  I  "  ' 

Large  as  \vas  the  ninnher  of  Hills  produced  in  this 
Session  of  Parliament,  it  \vas  by  no  means  solely 
on  tliem  that  Lord  North  relied.  IK'  believed, — 
though  erroneously,  yet  no  doubt  honestly  and 
truly, — that  these  Hills  would  avert  an  appeal  to 
arms,  but  he  felt  the  necessity  of  being  prepared 
for  either  alternative.  M'ith  that  view  he  recalled 
Governor  Hutchinson  from  Boston,  and  sent  in  his 
place  a  veteran  of  tiied  conduct,  and  high  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops,  General  Gage.  Hutchinson 
on  his  arrival  in  England  was  admitted  to  an 
audience  of  His  ^Lljesty,  and  tended  nuich  by  his 
representations  to  confirm  the  Government  in  the 
hopes  which  they  had  formed.  General  Gage  in 
like  manner  before  his  departure  assured  the  King 
that  the  Americans  would  be  lions  onlv  so  lonff  as 
the  English  were  lambs. f 

It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  just  regret,  and  deser- 
ving to  be  ranked  among  the  main  causes  of  the 
schism  in  our  iinpire  which  so  soon  atlerwards 
ensued,  that  there  was  then  a  general  tendency  at 
liome  to  undervalue  and  contenm  the  people  of  the 
colonies.  Tiiey,  and  more  especially  the  natives 
of  New  England,  were  olten  called  by  tlu'  name  of 
Yankkp:s,  which  had  grown   to  be  in  some  measure 

•    !)•  lialr  ill  tlic  House  of  Coininoiis,  April  "Jl.  177  I. 
I    TIk-  Kin;,'  to  Lord  North,  l\\>.  4.  ami  .Inly  1.  177  1.      Ap- 
{RMxlix  to  thin  voliirm-. 
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a  term  of  rcnro.'ic-li,  altlioui^h  in  its  origin  probably   C  II  A  1' 
no  nioiv  than  the  corruption  by  tlic  native  Indians   , ;_ 


of  the  words  English  or  An(;i.ois.  It  must  be  1774. 
owned  that  the  public  in  England  were  not  so 
much  to  be  blamed  for  their  unfavourable  judg- 
ment, but  rather  such  men  as  Hutchinson  and 
Gaue  who  having  the  best  means  of  information, 
and  being  Americans  by  birth  or  kindred,  might 
well  be  trusted  and  believed.  To  such  an  extent 
did  these  disparaging  reflections  proceed  that  a 
doubt  was  even  uttered  whether  the  Americans 
possessed  the  same  natural  courage  as  the  English. 
In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  when  speaking  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  Colonel  Grant,  an  officer 
in  the  King's  service,  when  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  were  so  grossly  imprudent  and  ill- 
judging  as  to  refer  to  their  countrymen  over  the 
Atlantic  as  arrant  cowards  !  *  Such  words  could 
not  fail  to  sink  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, especially  of  those  who  had  borne  arms. 
Just  after  the  first  blow  had  been  struck  Wash- 
ington referred  to  them  with  a  feeling  of  just  re- 
sentment, though,  as  usual  with  him,  in  a  tone 
of  dignified  forbearance.  "  This,  "  says  he,  may 
"  serve  to  convince  Lord  Sandwich  and  others 
"  of  the  same  sentiment  that  the  Americans  will 
"  fight  for  their  liberties   and   property,  however 

*  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  xviii.  p.  226.  and  446. 
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(11  \  V.  "  pii^illiinimous  in    liis  Lordship's   eyes   tluy  may 

J ,  *'   ajipi-ar  m  otluT  rcspecls.    * 

ITTi.  Had  tlie  Boston  Port  Hill  stood  alone,  unaccom- 

])anied  by  any  other  legislation,  it  seems  possible 
tliat  the  Americans  of  the  otiier  colonies  seeing 
the  wiDnu  which  Boston  had  committed,  and 
acknowledging  the  claim  to  some  compensation  for 
it,  might,  though  not  wholly  approving,  yet  have 
acquiesced.  But  the  proposal  and  still  more  the 
passing  of  the  next  measure — the  Massachusetts 
Government  Bill  —  made  them  leel  their  own 
liberty  in  danger.  If  one  Charter  might  be  can- 
celled so  might  all  ;  if  tlie  rights  of  any  one 
colony  might  hang  suspended  on  the  votes  of  an 
exasperated  majority  in  England,  could  any  other 
deem  itself  secure  ?  Under  these  impressions  they 
resolved  at  all  hazards  to  make  common  cause 
with  Massachusetts.  The  Royalists,  now  and 
henceforth  called  by  their  countryn.ien  *'  the  Tories," 
even  in  their  strongholds,  as  at  New  York,  found 
themselves  outnumbered.  'I'he  men  hitherto  most 
moderate  and  calm  on  the  popular  side,  as  Colonel 
Washington,  could  tbrbear  no  longer.  They  might 
feel  themselves  the  more  inspiiited  at  finding 
their  ])rincij)les  approved  and  their  opj^ression  ac- 
knowledged by  a  j)owerful  party  in  (ireiit  Britain. 
I!l<>(iuent  \()icc-s  had  bcin  raised  in  tiuii'  behalf. 
J»urke  upon    a  motion   to    npeal    the  Tia  l)ut\    (a 

•   Wiitiii<:s,  vol.  ii.  p.  \0(>. 
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motion  certainly  not  well  timed,  and  which   accor-   ^'  '[  A  I' 
dini^ly  mimhcri'd  only  forty-nine  supporters,)   had  ^ 
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made  one  of  the  most  admired  of  his  speeches  ;  the      ^''"^• 
lirst  reported  by  himself.     Lord  Chatham  towards 
the  close  of  the  Session  had  twice  spoken  against 
the  American   policy  of  Ministers  ;  and  his  lofty 
tones  had  reverberated  over  the  Atlantic.     And  if 
among  the  Americans  there  were  any  more  eager 
or    less    scrupulous    than    the   rest   who    already 
looked  towards  France  as  a  future  source  of  suc- 
cour, they  must  have  hailed  as  an  event  auspicious 
to  them  the  death  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth.     That 
monarch   had  expired  at   Versailles   on   the    10th 
of  May,  a  victim  to  his  own  debaucheries.      His 
grandson  and  successor,  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  was 
a  prince  of  timid   and   irresolute  temper,   but  of 
excellent  intentions,  and  blameless  in  his  private 
life.     He  had  hastened  to  dismiss  the  profligate 
Court  and  no  less  profligate  Council  by  which  his 
grandsire  had  been  governed  ;  and  although  the 
Ministers  whom  he  first  selected  might  not  be  any 
more  than  himself  men   of  high  ability,  at   least 
they  were   not  like  the  former  ones   debarred   by 
ignominy  at  home  from  influence  abroad.     Hence- 
forth  it   was  plain  that  France   would    not  be   a 
powerless,  nor  probabl}'  an  unconcerned,  spectator 
of  whatever  pretensions  might  be  started,  or  what- 
ever conflicts  might  be  waged,  by  foreign  states. 

Virginia  was  one  of  the  earliest  colonies  to  stir 
in  support  of  Hoston.  There  the  vanguard  of  the 
extreme   popular  party  was  headed  as  before  by 


\[  HISTORY    OF    r.Nni.AND 

nivr.   Patrick    Ilc-nrv  and  Tlioinas  .IitVi  rsoii  ;  the   latter 

, [^ ,  ol'whoin  inditiiiii^  liis  (•\vn  MtiiuMrs  more  tlian  forty 

!"»•  years  iillerwarils  has  lell  a  curious  and  autlu-ntic 
account  of  their  proceedings  at  this  time.  "  What 
"  Nve  did,"  says  he,  "  was  ^ith  the  help  of  Kush- 
"  worth,  whom  we  rummaged  over  for  the  Revolu- 
•'  tionary  precedents  and  forms  of  the  Puritans  of 
''  that  day."*  Nor  did  they  search  in  vain  that 
ample  storehouse  of  weapons  against  the  CJrown. 
Adopting  one  of  its  Revolutionary  precedents,  and 
altering  only  a  few  of  its  antiquated  phrases,  they 
drew  up  a  Resolution  that  the  1st  of  June,  on 
which  day  the  Boston  Port  Bill  was  to  come  into 
effect,  should  be  set  apart  for  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer,  to  implore  the  Divine  interposition  for 
averting  the  evils  of  civil  war,  and  to  give  one 
heart  and  one  mind  to  the  people  in  defence  of 
their  just  rights.  Jkit  since  the  character  of  the 
gentlemen  who  drew  up  these  words  was  far 
from  being  so  grave  or  so  religious  as  to  give  any 
weiglit  to  that  Resolution  in  their  hands,  they  pre- 
vailed on  a  venerable  elder,  Mr.  Nicholas,  to 
propose  it  in  his  own  name.  Accordingly  when 
proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  the  appointment  of  the 
1st  of  June  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  passed 
without  opposition.  Suih  a  \()te  without  the 
Governor's  sanction  was  deemed  a  daring  inroad 
on  his  aulhoiity.  The  l'>arl  ol"  l)iuiiii()rc',  who  at 
tliat  period   (illcd   the  ollice,  on   the  wry  next    day 

•    Mi-moirs  and  Correspondence  of  JcfTcrson,  oclitod  \>y  Han- 
•  lolj.li,  vol.i.  p.  fi.  cd.  lM2n. 
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and  in  nnich  wratli  dissolved  the  Assembly.    But  a  C  II  A  P. 
large  majority  of  the  members,  nothing-  daunted,  . 

repaired  to  the  Raleigh  Tavern;  and  in  their  fa-  1774. 
vourite  Apollo  chamber  signed  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion pledging  themselves  against  the  purchase  of 
British  merchandise,  and  desiring  their  Committee 
of  Correspondence  to  communicate  ^vith  the  (Jom- 
mittees  of  the  other  colonies  on  the  expediency  of 
appointing  delegates  to  meet  not  merely  on  this 
occasion  but  every  year  in  General  Congress. 

Nearly  the  same  feeling  was  displayed  in  the 
other  colonies.  The  Boston  Port  Bill  was  com- 
monly printed  with  a  black  border  round  it,  as 
though  it  contained  funeral  news  ;  and  it  was  cried 
in  the  streets  of  many  towns  under  the  title  of"  A 
'*  barbarous,  cruel,  bloody,  and  inhuman  murder." 
At  Philadelphia  the  Quakers  were  beginning  to 
deem  it  inconsistent  with  their  principles  to  strive 
any  further  against  the  Government;  but  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  agreed  to  suspend  all  business  on 
the  1st  of  June.  In  most  other  places  the  Virginia 
Resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  day  was  set  aside 
for  fasting  and  prayer.  To  relieve  the  people  of 
Boston  under  the  impending  loss  of  their  trade 
subscriptions  of  money  were  announced ;  and  by 
means  of  the  Corresponding  Committees  there 
was  set  on  foot  a  combination  under  the  ominous 
name  of  the  "  Solemn  League  and  Covenant " 
neither  to  purchase  nor  consume  any  more  goods 
from  Great  Britain  until  their  grievances  should  be 
redressed. 


16  HISTOHV    OF    KNGLAND 

I'  II  A  r.        At  Boston  itsrlf  on   tlio  niorniny:  of  tlu-    1st   of 

^ ,   .Imu-  all   i-yc's   wvvv   anxiously  tuinrd  to  tlic  town- 

i::i.  clock  wliich  luul  no  sooner  struck  twelve  tluui  the 
eustoni-liouse  was  eloseil  and  all  legal  business  was 
suspended.  The  revenue-olHcers  were  removed  to 
Salcni,  where  the  Assend)ly  had  already  been 
convened  tor  the  week  ensuing.  Hut  (Jencral 
Gage  in  tlie  execution  of  his  appointed  duty 
found  almost  insuperable  dilHculties  froni  the  re- 
solute and  wide-spread  resentment  of  the  people. 
When  the  Assembly  did  meet  according  to  his 
order  it  displayed  such  a  spirit  as  in  his  opinion  to 
require  its  immediate  Dissolution.  He  received 
an  adverse  Address  even  from  the  merchants  and 
freeholders  of  Salem,  commiserating  the  fate  of 
Boston,  and  declining  to  raise  their  fortunes  on  the 
ruin  of  their  neigiibours.  Other  Resolutions  be- 
tokening in  their  terms  no  slight  ferment  of  the 
public  mind  were  passed  at  various  meetings  of 
tlie  towns  and  counties.  But  far  beyond  them  all 
in  vehemence  were  the  Resolutions  of  the  dele- 
gates fi-om  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Sutl'olk,  o(" 
which  towns  Boston  was  the  chief.  Tiiesc  pur- 
ported :  That  no  obedience  was  due  to  the  late 
Acts  of  Parliament  ;  that  no  taxes  should  be  paid 
to  Government  ;  that  the  persons  who  had  ac- 
cepted seats  in  the  ('ouncil  by  nomination  from 
the  King  had  ac'ted  in  direct  violation  of  their 
public  duty  ;  that  the  late  Act  establishing  the 
Kfunan  Catholic  religion  in  Canada  was  dangerous 
in    an   extreme  degree  to  the  Protestant  Religion, 


]77J. 


IIMXM    'I'lIH    I'KAt'K    OK    jriKllCHT.  1  ~ 

and    to    the    riiihts    and    liberties   of"  all   Aineriea  ;    C  II  A  I'. 

•               1                                                               11 
tli;i!  the  iiihal)it;mts  of  tlie   towns  shotihl  u->e   their    , '  ' , 

utmost  dihgencc  to  ac(iuaint  themselves  with  the 
art  of  war,  and  for  that  purpose  shouhl  appear 
under  arms  at  least  once  in  every  week. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  recent  Act  of 
Parliament  thirty-six  persons  had  been  named  by 
the  Crown  as  members  of  the  Council  for  this 
province,  but  only  twenty-four  would  consent  to 
take  the  oaths,  and  of  these  one  half  under  the 
dread  of  personal  violence  speedily  resigned.  The 
superior  Court  of  Justice  met  in  due  form  at  Bos- 
ton with  the  Chief  Justice  at  their  head,  but  the 
jui-ies  to  a  man  refused  to  serve.  Throughout  the 
colony  the  sheriffs,  magistrates,  and  clerks  cither 
made  their  peace  with  the  people  by  solemnly 
promising  not  to  act  under  the  new  law,  or  else 
fled  for  shelter  to  the  well-guarded  town  of  Boston. 
That  town  indeed  appeared  the  sole  remaining 
spot  within  the  province  where  the  King's  govern- 
ment was  obeyed,  or  where  its  officers  and  adhe- 
rents were  secure.  General  Gage  having  received 
large  reinforcements  had  now  under  his  command 
in  Massachusetts  no  less  than  six  regiments  with  a 
train  of  artillery.  These  troops  for  the  most  part 
he  encamped  on  the  Common  close  to  Boston  ;  and 
desertion  becoming  frequent  and  nuich  encouraged, 
he  stationed  a  strong  guard  on  Boston  Neck,  the 
narrow  isthmus  which  alone  connected  the  town  and 
Common  with  the  open  country.  Some  time  after- 
wards, seeing  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  soldiers 

VOL.  VI.  c 


18  msmuv  of  hncjland 

C  II  A  r.   sip:ir:iU'  lioin   the   iicoijU-,  he   luLiaii  to  lorlily  tlial 

» '' ,  iK'c-k  of  land,  and  also  to  Imild  tc-iiinorarv  barracks. 

l~~*-  As  \hv  time-  ajiproachcd  ibr  the  general  muster  of 
the  militia  he  deemed  it  essential  in  that  state  ol" 
puhlie  lei'ling  to  deprive  them  ol'  their  stores  and 
annnunition,  whieh  he  removed  i'rom  the  provincial 
arsenal  at  Cambridge  to  his  own  eustody  at  Boston. 
Sueh  measures,  however,  and  above  all  his  intreneh- 
ments  on  15oston  Neck  could  noi  be  adopted  with- 
out greatly  adding  to  the  exasperation  of  the  pro- 
vince. A  cry  was  raised  that  he  designed  to 
blockade  the  town,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants  by 
famine.  He  found  his  intended  works  obstructed 
at  every  turn  ;  his  supplies  of  straw  were  set  on 
fire ;  his  boats  conveying  bricks  were  sunk  ;  his 
watrirons  laden  with  timber  were  overturned.  No- 
thing  but  his  watchful  care  and  brave  forbearance 
still  prevented  (and  could  they  always  prevent?) 
some  bloody  conflict. 

It  is  a  characteristic  of  such  times  as  these  in 
Massachusetts  that  even  the  gravest  personages 
no  longer  frown  on  even  the  most  lawless  pro- 
ceedings. We  lind,  for  instance,  a  Minister  of  the 
(iospel  in  one  of  his  familiar  letters  record  with 
manifest  glee  a  scheme  of  wanton  assault,  and  a 
jocuhu-  pretext  assigned  for  it,  upon  a  gentleman 
who  had  no  otherwise  oftended  than  through  the 
oflice  which  he  held: — "  ( 'ommissionci'  liallowell 
"  j)assed  through  Cambridge  while  the  ])eoplc 
♦'  were  assembled  theie.  He  had  gone  l)y  some 
*'   time,  wlien    it   was    stated  by  somebody   tint    it 
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"  iiii«j;lit  l)c  proper  to  liiive  ;i  confcrcnct'  willi    liim.   (11  A  r. 

*'  A  miinl)t')-  of  nu-ii   on   liorscback   instantly  set  , '_ , 

"  out  to  hriiig  liini  back,  but  they  were  dissuaded. 

*' \  single  horseman  of  his  own  head  went 

"  on,  and  coming  up  to  him  in  a  chaise  with  a 
*'  companion  and  servant  on  horseback  told  him 
"  he  must  stop  and  go  back.  Hallowcll  snapped 
*'  his  pistol  twice  at  him,  got  upon  his  servant's 
"  horse,  and  rode  with  the  utmost  speed  to  town, 
"  followed  by  the  horseman  till  he  came  within 
"  call  of  the  guard  at  the  entrance  of  the  town."* 
During  this  time  the  idea  of  a  General  Congress 
spread  rapidly  through  the  colonies,  and  was  car- 
ried into  eflect  mainly  by  means  of  the  lately  ap- 
pointed Committees  of  Correspondence.  Then  it 
was  that  the  importance  of  such  Committees  be- 
came apparent ;  without  them  it  seems  certain 
that  the  scheme  would  never  have  ripened  into 
fruit.  They  selected  Philadelphia  for  the  place, 
and  the  beginning  of  vScptember  for  the  time  of 
meeting.  The  colonies  wdiich  agreed  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Congress  were  twelve  ;  namely,  the 
four  New  England  States  and  the  two  Carolinas, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  In  all  these  the  mode 
of  appointing  the  delegates  was  by  no  means  the 
same.  Thus  in  Massachusetts  they  were  appointed 
bv  the  legitimate  Assembly  just  before  its  Dis- 
solution,   and    with    a  race    for   time    against   the 

*  Dr.  Cooper  to  Dr.  Franklin,  Sept.  i).  1774.     Sec   also  the 
American  Archives,  vol.  i.  p.  76 1. 
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(•  II  A  r.    (ioNfiiioi-.     Ill  \'iruini:i  tlu'V  owi-d  tluir  nomination 

^^ J^-^; ,  to   a    ni-w    IIon><i-    of    Burojcsscs    clcc'ti-d    lor   that 

1771  ohjrc-t  witlioiit  tlu'  ( ioNcinor's  authority,  and 
hcarinL!^  tlic  name  of  a  Convention.  In  two  or 
tlirec  other  provinees  the  vote  of  a  C'onnnittee,  or 
even  tlie  ery  of  a  multitude,  was  deemed  sufHeient.* 
Nor  wa^  thi'  nuinl)cr  of  the  {lelei::ates  uniform  ;  it 
varied  in  the  several  colonies  from  eii^ht  to  two. 
This  disparity,  however,  did  not  affect  the  votes, 
since  it  was  agreed  that  each  colony  should  iiave 
one  vote,  whatever  niii^ht  be  the  number  of  its 
deputies.  In  the  directions  and  instructions  which 
each  colony  gave  its  representatives  on  this  oc- 
casion there  was  also  much  variety  ;  some  being 
couched  in  moderate,  some  in  violent,  others  again 
in  vague  and  general,  terms. 

When  iully  assembled  the  members  of  Con- 
gress amounti'd  to  lifty-five.  Most  of  them  were 
lawyers.  ( )n  the  1th  of  September  nearly  all 
appeared  in  Philadelphia.  Next  day  they  met 
lor  public  business  at  the  Carpenters  Hall;  and 
as  their  first  step  they  unanimously  chose  for 
President  IV-yton  Randolph,  of  \'irginia,  the  late 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  The  A'irginian 
dejiuties  indeed,  among  whom  were  Henry  and 
W  a^hington,  seem  to  have  been  nuich  superior  to 

•  Tlni  latter  was  tlie  case;  in  New  York  wlifro,  ns  Cliii'f" 
tJu^^ticc  .Mar.sliall  says,  "it  is  probable  tliat  no  lo^^islativo  net 
"  authorizing  an  flection  to  Congress  could  have  been  «ibtaine»l.*' 
Yet  tin-  nienibiTs  thus  irregularly  ehosen  "  were  very  readily 
••  received  into  Congress."  (Life  of  Wnshington,  note  to  vol.  ii- 
|..  l.>7.  ed.  !«().'>.) 
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their   l)rc'(hrcn    iioin    tlic   otlicr    proxiiiccs.      Tliu^  (' II  A  r. 

speaks    of    them    a    gviit Icmaii    of    Philadelphia  :  » ^ » 

"  TJiere  are  some  fine  feUows  come  from  Virginia,      ^''  '• 
"  l)ut  they  arc   very   higli.     Tlie   Bostonians   are 
"  mere  milksops  to  them.      We   understancl   they 
"  arc   the   capital    men    of   their  colony  both   in 
"  fortune  and  understanding."* 

Having  selected  their  President,  the  Congress 
next  determined  that  tlieir  deliberations  sliould 
take  place  -with  closed  doors,  and  that  their  pro- 
ceedings, except  such  as  they  might  themselves 
choose  to  publish,  should  be  kept  inviolably  secret. 
By  this  system  they  added  greatly  to  the  effect  of 
their  final  measures,  and  bore  on  all  public  occa- 
sions the  appearance  of  entire  concord  and  un- 
divided vigour;  while  on  the  contrary,  if  \\c  may 
trust  the  disclosures  of  one  of  their  own  members, 
Mr.  Joseph  Galloway,  long  irresolution  and  nume- 
rous controversies  had  prevailed  among  them.  It 
is  clear  indeed  that  at  this  period  in  America  there 
were  even  on  the  patriotic  side  two  opposite  par- 
ties in  presence.  The  first,  and  as  I  believe  by 
far  the  smaller,  though  comprising  a  large  part  of 
Virginia  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Massachusetts, 
was  already  ripe  for  civil  war.  To  the  other 
party  belonged  such  men  as  Mi*.  Dickinson  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  author  of  tlie  "  Farmer's  Let- 
"  ters."  These  men  felt  as  yet  no  disaffection 
to  the  Throne,   no  enmity  to  England  ;  they  had 

*  Life  and  Correspondence  of  President  Reed,  by  his  grand- 
son William  Kccd,  vol.  i.  p.  75.,  an  autliontic  and  important 
contribution  to  general  history. 
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Cll   \r.   liitlicrto,   ill   tlinr  own   oiiinion   Jiiid   intention,   op- 

, ^J_ ,   posed    onlv    hvv  encroachments    hut    not    lier  just 

177  1.      autlioritN  ;    and   wliile    firmly  determined   to  have 

redress    for  their    grievances,    they   were    no    less 

firndv  determined  to  uphold  their  connection. — An 

Englishman  viewing  these  things  after  the  event 

cannot  but  observi-  with  ])ain,  and  also  in  a  national 

sense  with  self-reproach,  how  strong  had  been,  and 

was  still,  the  tie  of  duty  and  afTection  which  (always 

excepting   Massachusetts)   bound    the   colonies   to 

Knirland.     During  the  Session  and  fmm  the  seat  of 

this  first  Congress  we  find  an  American  statesman 

and  patriot,  as  yet  a  friend  to  the  mother  country, 

but  afterwards  Adjutant  (leneral  to  Washington, 

write  as  follows  to  Lord  Dartmouth  :  "  Believe  me, 

"  my  Lord,  no  King  ever  had  more  loyal  subjects, 

"  or  any  country  more  affectionate  colonists,  than 

'•   tlie  Americans  wi.ui:.    I  who  am  but  a  young  man 

"  well   remember  when  the  King  was  always  mcn- 

"  lioned  with  a  respect  approaching  to  adoration  ; 

"  and  to  be  an  Englishman  was  alone  a  sullicient 

"  reconnnendation  for  any  oflice   of  friendship  or 

"  civility.     But  I  confess   with   the  greatest   con- 

"  cern  that  these  happy  days  seem  passing  swiflly 

"  away  ;    and   unless    some   scheme   of  acconnno- 

*'  dation   can  be  speedily  formed  the   allection  of 

"  the  colonists  will  be  irrecoverably  lost."* 

in  the  liirtlur  course  of  this  (ieneral  Congress 
the  extreme  Anti-English  l^aity  gave  way  to  the 
Ifs^    fcMward.       They    wisely    fMt    that     all    their 

*    .Mr.  Uf.il  t«>  tin-  Karl  »\'  Darlmonlli,  Si'pt.  'J.'i.  177-4. 
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hopes  depended  on  united  action,  and  (Ictcnniiicd   <   ll  A  r. 

not  indeed  to  relincpiish  but  postpone  their  ultc-  , ' ^ , 

rior  views.  \\y  their  eoncessions  the  measures  ol" 
the  Congress  —  all  apparently  unanimous  —  were 
upon  the  whole  marked  by  moderation,  combined 
with  dignity  and  firmness.  They  did  indeed  go 
the  length  of  approving  in  word  the  Resolves 
of  the  Surtblk  County  meeting,  but  themselves 
avoided  the  violence  which  that  meeting  had 
displayed.  They  drew  up  an  able  Declaration 
of  Rights,  claiming  for  themselves  all  the  liberties 
of  Englishmen,  which  they  said  they  had  neither 
surrendered,  forfeited,  nor  lost  by  emigration. 
From  these  premises  they  deduced  that  several  re- 
cent Acts  of  Parliament,  and  more  especially  those 
of  the  last  Session  against  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts, were  violations  of  their  rights,  and  that 
the  repeal  of  such  Acts  was  essential  to  the  resto- 
ration of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies.  As  practical  means  to  this  end  the  Con- 
gress passed  Resolutions  to  suspend  all  imports,  or 
use  of  imports,  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any 
of  their  dependencies,  after  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  and  all  exports  to  those  countries  after 
the  1 0th  of  September  in  the  year  ensuing,  unless 
American  grievances  should  be  redressed  before 
that  time.  An  Association  to  carry  out  these  Reso- 
lutions was  then  formed  and  subscribed  by  every 
Member  present ;  and  with  almost  equal  ardour 
was  that  Association  as  soon  as  known  approved 
and  joined  throughout  the  twelve  colonies. 

(•   I 
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(•  11  A  r.         Ill  llu-  Resolutions  tlicii  piiljlislnd,  and  thus  tbr- 

^ '_ ,  l)itltlini:   I'Xport^  to  (iical   Hritain   or  Iiilaiul,  there 

ITTi.  appear  thesi'  words,  strangely  devoid  ofeongiuit  y  : 
"  exeept  riee  to  luuope."  But  this  interpolation 
was  inserti'd  to  gratify  the  delegates  iVoni  Carolina, 
uho  otherwise  hail  threatened  to  seeede.  Such 
was  the  eautious  regard  to  local  interests  re(iuired 
at  this  period  to  secure  a  seeming  unanimity. 

The  Congress  likewise  published  several  Ad- 
dresses, as  one  to  the  people  of  (Jreat  Britain, 
another  to  the  people  of*  Canada,  and  a  Petition  to 
the  King.  Thv  preparation  of  each  of  these  state- 
papers  had  heen  referred  to  a  small  Conunittce,  but, 
as  was  commonly  thought,  the  Address  to  the  Eng- 
lish people  was  composed  by  Mr.  John  Jay  of  New 
York,  and  the  Petition  to  the  King  by  Mr.  Richard 
Henry  Lee  of  Virginia.  The  Address  to  the  people 
of  Canada,  though  like  the  rest  by  no  means  want- 
ing in  elo{|uence,  displayed  much  misapprehension 
as  to  the  feeling  in  that  country.  By  the  Quebec 
Act  of  last  Session  the  administration  of  the  pro- 
vince had  been  vested  in  a  (jovernor  and  Council 
nominated  by  the  Crown  ;  and  the  Trial  by  Jury 
though  granted  in  criminal  was  withheld  in  civil 
cases.  In  the  British  PaiTianunt  the  fervid  Op- 
position orators — as  Dunning  and  Chatham — had 
dinounced  these  provisions  in  the  strongest  terms 
as  robbing  Hiili-h  subjects  of  tlu-ir  Biitish  lights, 
^'(•t  in  whom  at  that  pei-iod  could  a  light  of  elec- 
tion have  been  safely  vesti'd  ?  In  the  l''.ngTish 
Protestants  btill   so  few   in   munbers  ?      Or   in   the 
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French    Ivoinaii    Clatholics    still    so    recent    in    ;ill<-  ('  II  A  1'. 

glance?      Al)()\-e  all  it  was  not    considered  tliat  llic   , \^ , 

mass  of  the  people  in  Canada  born  and  bred  under 
the  old  French  civil  laws  were  accustomed  to  no 
other,  and  according  to  the  evidence  produced  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  desirous 
of  no  other.*  Such  evidence,  though  resting  on 
experienced  and  respectable  authority,  was  over- 
looked in  the  American  Congress  as  it  had  been 
by  the  Opposition  in  the  British  Parliament.  It 
Mas  imagined  that  the  Canadians  were  secretly 
])ining  and  dissatisfied  at  the  acts  of  the  British 
(jovcrnment,  —  an  idea  wholly  erroneous,  which 
caused  at  this  time  a  fruitless  Address,  and  after 
the  war  had  connnenced  a  baffled  expedition. 

The  Congress  having  completed  the  business 
bcibre   them    passed    a   Resolution   for  convening 

*  See  Fai-1.  Hist  vol.  xvii.  p.  1367,  &c.  Tims,  for  instance, 
in  the  examination  of  General  Carleton  who  had  commanded 
in  the  province  : 

"  Mr.  ?Iachicorth.  Did  jou  lind  the  Canadians  disapprove 
"  the  Trial  by  Jury  ?  (in  civil  cases.) 

"  General  Carleton.  Very  much.  They  have  often  said  to 
"  me  that  they  thought  it  very  extraordinary  that  English 
"  gentlemen  should  think  their  property  safer  in  the  determi- 
"  nation  of  tailors,  shoemakers,  mixed  with  people  in  trade, 
"  than  in  that  of  tiie  Judges. 

"  Lord  North.  Did  they  express  wishes  of  having  an 
"  Assembly  ? 

"  General  Carleton.  Much  the  contrary.  In  the  conversa- 
"  tions  I  have  had  with  them  they  have  all  said  that  when  they 
"  found  what  disputes  the  other  colonies  had  with  the  Crown 
"  upon  account  of  Assemblies  they  would  much  rather  be 
"  without  them." 
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llls^(>u^    or   i;n(;lam) 


(   11  A  r.   .-inotlu'r    Conii^rcss    on    tin-     lOth    ol"  May    in     the 

.         m^uiiin    vrar,    and    tluii    on    tlic  "2()tli    ol'  ( )ct()lK'r 

ITTJ.  (|ijii'tlv  dissolved  tlicinsclvcs. — l^cn  while  tlicir 
>ittiiii^s  still  contiiuK'd  the  breueh  in  Massachusetts 
between  the  achninistnition  and  the  people  far 
from  closing;  had  ^^rown  wider.  The  (iovcrnor 
had  issui'd  Writs  for  a  new  Assembly  to  meet  at 
Salem  in  the  beginning  of  Octobt-r.  Hut  finding 
the  resignations  in  his  new  Council  so  many  that 
the  Council  had  no  longer  the  legal  numbers  to 
do  business,  he  changed  his  purpose,  and  issued 
a  Proclamation  to  countermand  his  Writs.  That 
Proclamation  was  treated  by  the  patriots  as  so 
much  waste  paper.  In  open  defiance  of  it  they 
met  at  Salem,  from  whence  next  day  they  ad- 
journed to  Concord,  an  inland  town  still  furtlier 
removed  from  the  (iovernor's  control.  There 
tlu'\-  \(>tc(l  themselves  a  provincial  Congress,  and 
began  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  colony  as 
though  they  had  been  legally  convened.  They 
intrusted  the  ])rincipal  power  to  a  select  body  of 
their  own  Members  to  be  called  the  "  Committee 
"  of  Safety,"  a  precedent  afterwards  followed  both 
by  other  colonies  and  by  the  Congress,  and  at  a 
later  period  by  the  Comitks  du  saiat  iuulic  in 
France.*  Above  all  they  drew  up  a  i)lan  for  their 
defence;  they  provided  ammunition  and  stores 
f<)r  twelve  thousand  militia;  tluv  ajipointtd  as 
chiefs    Artcmas    Ward   and    .Icdcdiah    Preble,   who 

•  On  the  nppoiiittiK  lit  and  pDWrrs   of  this  first  "  C'<imniittc'e 
"  iif  Safrly  "  hr);  the  AiiK  licati  iVrcliivis,  vol.  i.  |>.  S  i;5. 
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li;ul   seen   sonic  service  in   tlie  late  Canadian  wai- ;   c  II  A  1*. 
and    tliey   enrolled    a    great    number    of    selected   , 
Militia   or  iMiNUTK-MiiN,   so   called   from    their   en-       177 1, 
gagenient    Avhich     was    to    appear    in    arms    at    a 
minute's   warning.  —  To  guard  against  such  pro- 
jects a  Koyal  Proclamation  was  issued  in  England 
Ibrbidding    the    export  of  arms    and   ammunition 
to  the  colonics.     The  news  of  that  Proclamation 
added  fuel    to    the    flame.     Several    riots    ensued 
which,  though   not   serious,   were   significant.     In 
Rhode  Island  the  people  seized  a  train  of  artillery 
belonging  to  the  Crown.      In  New  Hampshire  they 
surprised  a  small  fort,  named  William  and   Mary, 
garrisoned  only  by  an  officer  and  five  men. 

While  thus  each  packet-ship  which  in  succession 
reached  England  from  America  brought  gloomier 
and  gloomier  tidings  to  the  friends  of  peace,  the 
English  people  were  inv^olved  in  the  turmoil  and 
conflict  of  a  General  Election.  The  Parliament 
now  approaching  its  Septennial  period  was  dis- 
solved by  Proclamation  on  the  3()th  of  September. 
Several  scats  continued  to  be  bought  and  sold  : 
thus  earlier  in  the  year  the  estate  of  Gatton  com- 
prising the  nomination  of  two  Members  for  that 
borough  had  been  disposed  of  for  7-">,000/.*  I>ut 
upon  the  whole  we  hear  much  less  of  venality  at 
this  General  Election  than  in  the  preceding  one. 
In  most  of  the  populous  places  where  the  public 
feeling  could  be   shown  it  was  shown  clearly  and 

*  Annual  Register,  1774.  p.  81.  I  liave  heard  it  said  that  in 
1830  the  late  Lord  Monson  paid  180,000/.  for  the  same  estate. 
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('  H  A  r.    Ih'NOikI    (li^putf   on    llu-    .side    ol'  Ministers.      'I'luis 

J ,   in  W  i-tniiii^tir  lUiiki-  who   desired  to   stand  C(»id(l 

ITT  I.  nicrt  witli  no  i  ncouragcMncnt.*  Two  ^tiitKnu-n 
uho  did  stand  —  Lord  Malion  as  tlic  kinsman  of 
(liatliani,  and  I  Iuini)hrey  ( 'otcs  as  tlie  friend  of 
Wilkes  —  were  utterly  defeated  l)v  the  C'ourt-can- 
di(hites,  l>ord  Thomas  Clinton  and  Lord  Percy. 
The  eomnion  sentiment  was  that  the  ( loverinnent 
(luring  the  last  lew  years  had  been  justly  jiro- 
voked  by  the  misconduct  of  Ahissachusctts  and 
the  other  New  England  ])rovinccs,  —  that  con- 
ciliation had  been  tried  and  had  failed, — that 
at  all  ha/ards  the  refractory  and  rebellious  spirit 
of  that  country  must  be  (juelled.  Such  at  this 
period  were  the  feelings  of  the  people;  such  also 
were  the  feelinirs  of  the  Kiiii;-.  In  such  feelings, 
as  in  the  contrary  feelings  of  America,  there  was 
no  doubt  a  Ibundation  of  tiiitli.  Hut  unhappily 
the  two  nations  on  the  opjiosite  shores  of  the 
Atlantic,  like  the  two  Knights  in  the  old  legend, 
would  look  only  to  the  colour  on  their  own  side 
of  the  shield. 

The  result  of  these  Elections  therefore  was  not 
onh  to  confirm  but  to  increase  the  genei'al  ma- 
jority of  Ministers.  Not  of  couise  that  their 
ojiponenls  were  everywhere  alike  defeated.  At 
Bristol    after    a  severe  contest    Burke  was   trium- 

•  Observe  hi.s  iiii;;ry  expressions  in  writing  to  I.dnl  lvocl<- 
inghnm  ;  (Corre.spoiidence,  vol.  i.  ]•.  IT  I  —  tTT.)  Tln^  rninour 
which  he  heard  flir(»u;:li  Dr.  Morris  that  ''n  Spanish  nobleman 
•'  has  h.'fl  Lord  Mahon  .'jO.OOO/."  was  a  mere  (may  1  nut  add 
nn  Klectiunccring  ?)  fublu. 
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pliantly    rclmiUMl.      In    Middlesex    no    c-onipetitor  ('  II  A  l'. 
ventured     e\en     to     ;ij)})e;u-    against    Wilkes     and   ,       "  '     , 
Glynn.     In  London   the  City  nieii   were  keen   as       J"»- 
ever  on   the  side  of  Opposition.      Already  a  year 
before  hud  they  shown  their  tendency  by  selecting 
for  their  Sheritls   two   natives   of  America,   Sayrc 
and   William   Lee.*     They   now    chose  for    their 
IMcmbcrs  four  thorough-going  adversaries  to  Lord 
North  ;  and  further  still,  at  this  same  period  nomi- 
nated WilUes  as  their  Lord  Mayor. 

Thus  at  lenuth  had  Wilkes  attained  two  hi^h 
objects  of  ambition.  In  November  he  was  in- 
stalled as  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  In  Novend)cr 
also  he  was  permitted  to  take  his  scat  as  Member 
for  Middlesex.  The  Government  had  wisely  de- 
termined to  consider  his  alleged  disqualification 
as  terminated  by  the  Dissolution,  and  they  in- 
terposed no  further  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his 
admission.  But  as  the  ablest  politicians  had  all 
along  predicted,  the  moment  his  persecution 
ceased  so  did  also  his  importance.  When  quietly 
allowed  to  be  a  Lord  Mayor  and  a  County  Mem- 
ber he  became — nobody.  Having  neither  talent 
in  his  speeches  nor  3ct  weight  in  his  character  he 
quickly  dwindled  to  an  insignificant  and  for  the 
most  part  a    silent   vote.     Some  time  afterwards 

*  In  177'>  Stci)licn  Sayre  was  comniittc<l  to  the  Tower  on  a 
charge  of  High  Treason.  lie  Iiad  many  other  adventures,  some 
at  Berlin  ami  St  Petersburg  ;  (see  the  Malmesbury  Papers, 
vol.  i.  p.  328.)  returned  to  America,  where  he  became  an  active 
opponent  of  GeneralAVashington's  administration  ;  and  survived 
till  1820.     Note  to  the  Kecd  Correspondence,  vol.  i.  p.  27. 
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^    II  A  r.   tin-  oIlicT  of  ('it\-   (  Iiamlxrlaiii   Itccoiniiiii    \;u';uit, 

.^ ,   the    people    <)<"  London   icini-niheicd   tlu-ir   aneicnt 

l~7l.  fa\duiite  ;  and  that  luerati\c'  and  easv  ])ost  was 
luld  l)v  him  until  his  deatli  in  171)7- — Fortune, 
however,  had  yet  in  store  for  Wilkes  one  further 
triumph.  In  1 7'^2  lie  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  us  he  IkuI  often  done  betore,  that  all 
the  Resolutions  relative-  to  his  expulsion  should  be 
expunged  from  the  Journals,  and  (thus  variable  is 
the  temper  of  popular  assemblies)  the  expung- 
ing \vas  then  carried  by  as  large  a  majority  as 
the  expulsion  had  once  been  I  Subsequently,  as 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  Wilkes  became  an  habi- 
tual supporter  of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration.  Some- 
times he  appeared  at  the  King's  I^'vee  and  found 
himself  graciously  received.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  the  King  addressed  to  him  an  inquiry 
respecting  his  friend  Serjeant  (llynn.  "  Pi'ay, 
"  Sir,"  answered  Wilkes,  "  do  not  call  Serjeant 
"  (ilynn  my  friend  ;  he  was  a  Wilkith,  which  I 
"  can  assure  Your  Majesty  I  never  was  I" 

The  newly  elected  Parliament  met  on  the 
29th  of  November.  Amendments  to  the  Address, 
claiminu:  the  fullest  information  on  American 
affaii's,  were  moved  in  the  Peers  by  the  Duke  of 
Hiehmond,  in  the  Connnons  by  Lord  John  C'aven- 
di-h.  i'hey  could  muster  only  thirteen  votes  in 
the  Upper  House;  in  the  Lower  only  ^txcnty- 
threc  ;  a  decisi\e  ])ro()f  of  the  weakness  of  Oj)- 
j)ositi()n  at  that  j)eriod.  'i'lie  essential  business 
wu'^  ])ost|)on(.-(l   until   after  the  Christmas  holidays. 
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Then   it    was   tliat    Lord   (Chatham   cnicmcd   fioin    <'li  A  I'. 

Ll. 
his   lit  iicincnt.      h'or  some   time   past  lie   luid  seen    . 

in  the  elearest  hght  the  urgent  neeessity  of  recon-  '""•"^• 
eiliation  with  Anieriea.  Not  indeed  that  lie 
could  be  blind  to  the  manifold  grounds  of  pro- 
vocation which  Massachusetts  had  afforded,  ihit 
he  felt  that  provocation  could  no  longer  be 
treated  as  such  when  it  came  from  one  united 
province,  and  when  it  was  supported  by  eleven 
jirovinccs  more.  He  felt,  as  Burke  at  the  same 
])eriod  trul\'  and  finely  said,  that  lie  did  not  know 
the  method  of  drawing  up  an  indictment  against  a 
whole  people.*  There  remained  then  only  the 
liope,  perhaps  too  sanguine,  yet  such  as  full  suc- 
cess had  crowned  in  the  case  of  the  Highland 
regiments,  to  disarm  inveterate  hostihty  by  gene- 
rous confidence.  With  these  views  Chatham 
appeared  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  20th  of 
January,  without  any  previous  notice  of  his  ])recisc 
object,  having  only  in  general  terms  announced 
a  motion  on  American  affairs.  The  Bar  was 
crowded  with  Americans,  amongst  others,  by 
Chatham's  own  invitation.  Dr.  Franklin.  Tlie 
other  hearers  comprised  young  William  Pitt,  who 
writing  to  his  mother  next  morning  gives  an 
animated  account  of  the  debate.  "  No  wonder," 
says  he,  "  my  father  is  lame  from  standing  so 
"  long;  his  first  speech  lasted  above  an  hour,  and 
"  the  second  half  an   hour, —  surely  the  two  finest 

*   Works,  vol.  iii.  [i.  69.  cd.  ISIo. 
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(.   II  A  r.   '-   ^pccflu's  that    I'vcr  wore    inailc  bcloic,  unless  by 

^ |_J_ ,   "   hiiiiM'lf!    ....    Tin'    inattir    and    iiiaiiiUT    hotli 

177.').  "  wvvv  strikini!:;  I;ir  Ix'xond  what  I  can  express."* 
Chatham  moved  an  Addii'>s  to  the  Kinu;  priiv- 
inu:  that  in  order  to  open  a  way  towards  allay- 
\uiX  the  ferments  and  softenin<;-  the  animosities 
in  America  Ili-^  Majesty  would  send  orders  to 
(leiural  (lage  to  remos-e  his  troops  as  soon  as 
possible  from  the  town  of  Boston.  "  Laying  of 
*'  papers  on  your  tabic,"  he  cried,  "  or  counting 
"  numbers  in  a  division,  will  not  avert  or  postpone 
"  the  hour  of  danger  ;  it  nuist  arrive,  my  Lords, 
"  mdcss  these  fatal  Acts  of  last  Session  are  done 

"  away;  it   must   arrive   in  all   its  horrors 

"  But  it  is  not  merely  repealing  these  Acts  of 
"  Parliament,  it  is  not  cancelling  a  piece  of  parch- 
"  ment,  that  can  win  back  America  to  our  bosom  ; 
"  vou  nuist  repeal  her  fears  and  her  resentments, 
"  and  you  may  then  hope  for  her  love  and  gra- 
"  titude.  I^ut  now,  insulted  with  an  armed  force 
"  at  Boston  ;  irritated  with  an  hostile  array  before 
*'  her  eyes ;  her  concessions,  even  if  you  could 
"  force   them,  v.onld    be   suspicious    and   insecure. 

*' I)Ut    it  is   moi'e  than    e\i(K'nt    that   3'ou 

"  cannot  force  them,  united  as  they  aie,  to  your 
"  unworthy  terms  of  submission.  It  is  impossi- 
"  ble ;  and  when    I   liear  (Jeneral   (Jage   censured 

•  ("liatliaiii  Piipirs,  v<il.  iv.  ]k  il77.  A  ;_'<)(kI  ii'|m)iI  (trood  ut 
li-ast  for  tliat  <liiy)  of  these  celcljratcd  s|icc('lu'S  was  lakoii  hy 
IIii{^li  lliiyil  and  (ir.st  imbli.shed  in  177f).  It  was  mi  this  (icca- 
sion  that  Dr.  Frunkliii  used  the  rcinarkahle  cxiircssiuiis  of 
pruise  whhh  I  have  elsewliere  cited  (vol.  iii.  p. 'JO.  sec.  ed.) 
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*'  for  inactivity,  I  must  retort  with  indignation  on  c;  11  A  V. 

"  those  whose  headlong  measures  and  imi)rovident  , '^ , 

'*  councils    have    betrayed   him    into    his    present      177-3. 

"  situation,     llis  situation  reminds  rnc,  my  Lords, 

"  of  the  answer  of  a  rreneli  general    in    the   ci\  il 

*'  wars  of  France, —  Monsieur  dc  Condc  opposed 

"  to  Monsieur  de  Turennc.     He  was  asked  liow 

"  it  happened  that  he    did  not   take   his    adver- 

"  sary  prisoner  as  he  was  often   very  near  him. 

"  'Because,'  —  replied   Conde    very    honestl}-, — 

"  '  because  I  am  afraid  he  might  take  me  !' 

"  \Vhen  your  Lordships  look  at  the  papers  trans- 

"  mitted   us  from   America,   when    you    consider 

"  their  decency,  firmness,  and  wisdom,  you  cannot 

"  but  respect   their  cause,   and   wish  to  make  it 

"  your  own.    For  myself  I  must  declare  and  avow 

"  that  in   all  my  reading  of  histor}',  —  and  it  has 

"  been   my  favourite   study  ;    I  have   read   Thu- 

"  cydidcs  and  have   admired  the  master-states  of 

"  the  world, — no  nation  or  body  of  men  can  stand 

"  in  preference  to  the  General  Congress  at  Phila- 

"  delphia.     All  attempts  to  impose   servitude  on 

"  such  men,  to  establish   despotism  over   such  a 

"  mighty  Continent,  must  be  vain,  must  be  fatal. 

"  We  shall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retract ;  let  us 

"  retract  while  we  can,  not  when  we  must.     I  say 

"  we  must  necessarily  undo  these  violent  oppressive 

"  Acts ;  they  must  be  repealed ;  you  will  repeal 

"  them  ;   I  pledge   myself  for  it  that  you  will  in 

"  the  end  repeal  them.     I  stake  my  reputation  on 

**  it.     I  will   consent  to  be   taken  for   an   idiot  if 

"  they  are  not  finally  repealed. — Avoid  then  this 

VOL.  VI.  D 
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c  II  A  r.  "  Iminiliatiiig  <lisgraccf\il   necessity To 

^ ^^^_ ,   "  roiu-ludc,  my  Lords,   if  the  Ministers  tlius  per- 

177o.  "  severe  in  misadvisini;-  :md  misleading  tlic  King, 
"  1  will  not  say  that  they  ean  alienate  the  afVee- 
"  tions  of  liis  subjeets  IVom  his  ('rown,  but  I  will 
*'  alllrm  that  they  will  make  the  Crown  not  worth 
"  Ins  wearing  ;  I  will  not  say  that  tlie  King  is  bc- 
"  trayed,  but  I  will  pronounce  that  the  kingdom 
"  is  undone." 

The  motion  of  Chatham  was  ably  supported  by 
his  friends  Lords  Shelburne  and  Camden.  Loril 
RockinHiam  also  said  a  tc'W  words  in  its  favour. 
But  the  Ministers  opposed  it  with  much  warmth  ; 
instead  of  recalling  troops  from  Boston,  they  said 
it  would  rather  behove  them  to  send  more.  On  a 
divi>ion  only  LS  Peers  were  tound  to  vote  for  the 
motion  ;  against  it  6S. —  It  was  noticed  that  this 
small  minority  comprised  both  Lord  Grosvcnor 
and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  His  Royal  High- 
ness—  it  may  be  said  in  passing  —  was  not  long 
in  joining  without  reserve  the  ranks  of  Opposition. 
Once  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  he  walked  uj)  to 
Dr.  Price  to  compliment  him  on  a  most  vehe- 
ment pamphlet  in  favour  of  the  Americans  which 
Dr.  Price  had  lately  written.  "  I  sat  up  to  read 
"  it  last  night,"  said  the  Duke,  "  so  late  that  it 
"  had  almost  blinded  mr  ! "  —  "On  tlie  greater 
"  part  of  the  nation,"  obstrsed  Dunning  who  was 
standing  by,  "  it  lias  had  exactly  the  opposite 
*'  eO'ect ;  it  has  opened  their  eyes  I" 

Far  from  being  daunted  by  the  late  division,  and 
resolved  to  leave  no  ellbrt   untried   to  a\ert   a  civil 
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war,  Chat  ham  ^vith  cliaractcristic  energy  forthwith  c  ii  .\  p. 

apphfd    hiiiiscir  to    ])rcparc    and    present    to    the  ^ Jj*^ 

House  "  a  Trovisional  Bill  for  setthng  the  Troubles  177.',. 
"  in  America."  In  the  framing  of  this  measure 
he  sought  the  counsel  and  aid  of  Dr.  Tranklin. 
Already  in  the  month  of  August  preceding  they 
had  become  acquainted,  through  the  mediation  of 
Lord  Stanhope,  who  carried  Dr.  Franklin  to  Hayes. 
Lord  Chatham  had  then  referred  to  the  idea 
which  began  to  prevail  in  England  that  America 
aimed  at  setting  up  for  itself  as  a  separate  state. 
The  truth  of  any  such  idea  ^vas  loudly  denied  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  "  I  assured  his  Lordship  that  having 
"  more  than  once  travelled  almost  from  one  end 
"  of  the  Continent  to  the  other,  and  kept  a  great 
"  variety  of  company,  eating,  drinking,  and  con- 
"  versing  with  them  freely,  I  never  had  heard  in 
"  any  conversation  from  any  person,  drunk  or 
"  sober,  the  least  expression  of  a  wish  for  a  scpa- 
"  ration,   or   hint    that    such    a   thing   would    be 

"  advantageous    to    America hi    fine, 

"  Lord  Chatham  expressed  much  satisfaction  in 
"  my  having  called  upon  him,  and  particularly 
"  in  the  assurances  I  had  given  him  that  Ame- 
"  rica  did  not  aim  at  independence."*  Yet 
these  assurances,  however  earnest  or  frequently 
repeated,   by  no  means   expressed  the   true    and 

*  Works,  vol.  V.  p.  7.  ed.  1844.  Franklin's  own  narrative  of 
these  conferences  and  negotiations  was  written  on  his  voyage 
homewards  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  his  son,  the  date  being 
l^Iarch  22.  177o. 
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(   II  A  r.  iuino>t  thouglit^  of  I'ranklin.     At  tl)i<  very  period  ;i 

^ '  "^     ^  yoiniLr  American  from  Boston,  Mv.  Josiali  (^uincy, 

177.").  arrived  in  Mnuland.  IK-  had  taken  a  zealous 
part  with  tlie  "  Sons  of  Lil)erty,"  as  tliey  termed 
themselves,  of  his  native  jirovinee,  and  in  London 
had  almost  daily  intercourse  with  Dr.  Franklin,  his 
father's  early  friend.  In  one  of  his  secret  letters 
to  his  confederates  at  Boston,  dated  the  'JJih  of 
Novemher  1771,  Mr.  (,}uincy  says :  "  Dr.  I'ranklin 
"  is  an  American  in  heart  and  soul ;  you  may  trust 
"  him ;  his  ideas  arc  not  contracted  within  the 
"  narrow  limits  of  exempticMi  from  taxes,  hut  aK 
"  extended  upon  the  broad  scale  of  total  eman- 
"  cipation.  —  He  is  explicit  and  hold  upon  the 
"   subject  :"* 

At  the  time  in  question  Chatham  was  not,  and 
could  not  be,  aware  of  this  double  gamO.  Con- 
fiding in  Dr.  I'ranklin's  truthfulness,  and  knowing 
the  great  influence  of  his  name  in  America,  he 
was  most  anxious  to  secure  his  co-operation  in  his 
liealing  measure.  As  a  channel  of  connnunieation 
Chatham  emj)loyed  Lord  Mahon,  who,  already  his 
kinsman  by  biith,  had  recently  become  his  son-in- 
law.  J>ord  Mahon  had  \)vvn  bred  at  (leneva  ; 
"that  little  but  liariud  Rejiublie"  as  he  long 
afterwards  termed  it,  where  lie  had  imbibed  an 
eager,  nay  enthusiastic,  attachment  both  for 
liberty  and  science.  At  the  age  of  only  seventeen 
he  had  gained  the  gold  medal  ])ii/c  fiom  the 
Academy   at   Copenhagen   f()r   the  best    lOssay  on 

•   Life  by  Jand  Sparky  p.  .'372. 
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the  Vihrations    oC  llu-    IV-nduliim  ;   and    since    tli;it   CIIAI'. 

time   lie   had   zealonsly   pursued    the  experiments  ^     ''"^ 

of  Frankhn  upon  Electricity.     'J'o  Franklin  there-      177.',. 

fore   at   his  lodgings  in   (.'raven    Street   was  Lord 

Mahon  now  despatched  by  Chatham,  requesting 

a   visit    fioni    tlic    i)liilosopher    at    Hayes.       Tlic 

philosopher    went  as    invited,    and  some    prelimi- 

nar}^  conversation  ensued.     Next  Sunday  morning 

the    Earl    returned    the    visit   in    Craven    Street, 

bringing  with  him  his  plan  of  conciliation  ready 

written  out  for   Dr.  Franklin   to  keep  awhile  and 

consider  carefully.     "  I  am  come,"  said  Chatham, 

"  to  set  my  judgment  by  yours  as  men   set  their 

*'  watches    by  a    regulator!"  —  "His    Lordship," 

adds  Franklin,  "  stayed  with   me  near  two  hours, 

"  his   equipage   waiting  at  the    door ;  and   being 

"  there  while  people   were  coming  from  Church 

*'  it   was    much    taken  notice   of  and    talked   of, 

"  as   at  that  time  was   every  little   circumstance 

"  that  men  thought  might  possibly  any  way  affect 

"  American  affairs.     Such  a  visit  from  so  great  a 

"  man  on  so  important  a  business  flattered  not  a 

"  little  my  vanity  ;  and  the  honour  of  it  gave  mc 

"  the  more  pleasure,  as  it  happened  on  (the  29th 

"  of  January)  the  very  day  twelvemonth  that  the 

*•  Ministry  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  disgrace 

"  me  before  the  Privy  Council." 

On  the  Tuesday  following  (for  time  was  pre- 
cious since  Chatham  intended  to  make  his  motion 
on  the  Wednesday)  Franklin  once  more  repaired 
to  Hayes  with  the  Drafl  Bill   and  some   notes   of 
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(  II  V  r.  liis  own  upon  it.  "I  stayed,"  says  lit-,  "  luar  four 
'  "_  "  hours,  but  his  Lordsliip  in  tlu'iiianiRT  of",  I  think, 
177.'».  "  all  I'Uxpuiit  piTsoiis  was  so  full  and  dilVusc  in 
"  supporting  every  particular  1  (jucstioned  that 
"  tlicrc  was  not  time  to  go  tlnough  half  my  nic- 
"  nioranda.  lie  is  not  easily  interrupted,  and  I 
"  liad  such  pleasure  in  hearing  liiin  that  I  found 
•'  little  inclination  to  interrui)t  him.  Therefbre 
*'  considering  that  neither  of  us  hud  much  cxpcc- 
"  tation  that  the  plan  would  be  adopted  entirely 
"  as  it  stood,  and  that  in  the  course  of  its  consi- 
"  deration  if  it  should  be  received  proper  altcia- 
"  tions  might  be  introduced,  ....  I  therefore 
"  ceased  my  querying.  And  though  afterwards 
"  many  people  were  pleased  to  do  me  the  honour 
*'  of  supposing  I  had  a  considerable  share  in  com- 
"  posing  it ;  I  assure  you  that  the  addition  of  a 
"  single  word  only  was  made  at  my  instance, 
"  namely,  Constitutions  after  Ciiahteus  ;  for  my 
"  filling  up  at  his  request  a  blank  with  the  titles 
"  of  Acts  proper  to  be  repealed,  which  I  took 
"  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  was  no 
"  more  than  might  have  been  done  by  any  copying 
"  clerk." — Franklin  perhaps  was  not  sorry  to  ha\e 
thus  avoided  committing  himself  as  to  any  one  of 
the  details,  and  might  rather  choose  to  ascertain 
and  to  I  e  guided  by  the  prevailing  opinion  in 
>\nurica. 

( )n  Wednesday  the  1st  of  I'ebiuary,  as  already 
deternnned,  Chatham  again  a))peared  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  after  a  preliminary  speech, — "a  most 
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«'  excdltMit   speech,"   says  Franklin,— laid   liis  P>ill   <"  II  A  1' 
14)011    the  Tahlc.      'riic  sclu'iiic   wliifli    it    uii(nl(lc(l    ,^ 


1,1. 


was  a  lari>;c  and    comprehensive  one.      In   the  first      177.3. 
])lace   it   declared   in   the  most  explicit   terms  the 
dependency  of  the  colonies  upon  the  l^ritish  Crown, 
and  their  subordination   to  the  British  Parliament 
in  all   matters   touching    the  general   weal   of  the 
whole   empire,  and  above  all   in  the   regulation  of 
trade.     On   the   other  hand  it  proposed  to  enact 
no  less  explicitly  that  no  tax  or  tallage  or  other 
charge  for  the  revenue  should   be  levied  from  any 
body  of  British  freemen  in   America  vvithout   the 
consent   of  its   own   representative  assembl}'.     It 
declared  that  delci^ates   from  the   several  colonies 
iatel}'   assembled  at  Philadelphia  should,    as  they 
desired,  meet  at  the  same  town  and  hold  another 
Congress    on  the   9th  of  May  ensuing  ;  then  to 
consider,  in  the   first  place,  the    making  due  re- 
cognition  of  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  next,  over  and   above  the  usual 
charges  for  the  support  of  civil  government  in  the 
respective  colonies,  the  making  a  free  grant  to  the 
King  of  a  certain   perpetual  revenue  towards  the 
alleviation  of  the  national  debt.     "  No  doubt,"  it 
was  added,  "  being  had  but  this  just  free  aid  will 
"  be  in  such  honourable  proportion  as  may  seem 
"  meet  and  becoming  from  great   and   flourishing 
"  colonies    towards    a   parent    country   labouring 
"  under  the  heaviest  burthens,  which  in  no  incon- 
*'  siderable   part  have  been  willingly  taken  upon 
*'  ourselves  and    our    posterity  for  the    defence, 
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c  II  A  1'.  *'  c\(cn>i()n,  niul  prosperity  of  tlu' colonics ;  .   .   .   . 
'  "  always   understood   (hat    the   free    grant    oC   an 

177.'>.  "  aid  as  licrctoforc  rc(juircd  and  expected  troni 
"  the  colonics  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  con- 
"  (lit ion  of  re(hess,  but  as  a  just  testimony  of 
"  tlieir  afVection."  But  although  the  new  grant 
was  thus  Icfl  to  tlie  spontaneous  choice  of  Con- 
gress, it  was  stipulated  that  the  other  provisions 
relinquishing  the  right  of  taxation  to  the  Ameri- 
can Assemblies  should  not  take  elVect  unless  the 
Congress  as  an  indispensable  condition  first  duly 
recognized  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of 
Parliament.  Another  clause  jnovided,  in  confor- 
mity Avith  the  prayer  of  the  last  Congress,  that 
the  powers  of  the  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty 
Courts  in  America  should  be  restrained  within 
their  ancient  limits,  and  that  it  should  not  in  future 
be  lawful  to  send  persons  indicted  for  murder  in 
any  province  of  America  to  another  colony  or  to 
(ireat  Britain  for  trial.  The  Acts  of  Parliament 
relating  to  America  since  17G-1,  and  above  all  the 
Acts  of  the  last  Session,  were  wholly  repealed. 
Judges  in  America  as  in  England  wcw  henceforth 
to  hold  their  offices  during  their  good  behaviour, 
and  not  nicrel}'  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown. 
'i1ie  Charters  and  Constitutions  of  the  several  pro- 
vinces were  not  again  to  be  invaded  or  resumed 
imless  on  some  legal  grounds  of  forfeiture.  **  So," 
—  the^e  words  form  i)art  of  the  concluding  sen- 
tence of  the  l)ill, — "  so  shall  true  reconcilement 
"   avert  impending  calamities." 
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The  Hill  li;iviiii2-  thus   hvvn    propounded    l)\-  its   ciiAi'. 

•                     II 
author,     Lord    Darl mouth    as    Secretary    for    the  , ;_ , 

Colonies  next  rose.  He  said  tliat  the  Bill  eon-  177'^. 
taincd  matter  of  so  much  weiglit  and  magnitude  as 
to  require  to  be  fully  considered,  and  lie  therefore 
hoped  the  Noble  Earl  did  not  expect  their  Lord- 
ships to  decide  upon  it  by  an  immediate  vote, 
but  Avas  \villing  it  should  lie  upon  the  Table  for 
deliberation.  I^ord  Chatham  answered  readily  that 
he  expected  nothing-  more.  But  uidiappily  those 
friends  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  who  had  joined  the 
administration  continued  to  be  animated,  as  his 
Cirace  had  been,  by  a  special  and  keen  hostility  to 
the  pretensions  of  America.  Of  that  section  in  the 
(lovernment  the  chief  was  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 
lie  rose  with  much  heat  to  protest  against  the 
Bill,  which  he  said  he  could  never  believe  to  be  the 
production  of  any  British  Peer,  but  which  seemed 
to  him  rather  the  work  of  some  American  ;  and 
here  he  looked  full  at  Dr.  Franklin  who  was  lean- 
inn- on  the  Bar.  He  concluded  with  a  motion  that 
the  Bill  should  be  at  once  rejected.  Several  Peers, 
as  Shelburne  and  Camden,  argued  for  the  measure 
as  it  stood ;  others,  as  I^yttleton  and  Temple,  ob- 
jected to  some  points  in  it,  as  that  the  Quebec 
Bill  should  be  included  among  the  Acts  to  be 
repealed,  but  on  the  whole  were  willing  to  adopt 
it  as  the  basis  of  a  final  settlement.  The  con- 
tumelious and,  as  Lord  Temple  termed  it,  the 
unprecedented  motion  of  Lord  Sandwich  was 
eagerly    supported   by   another   of  the  Bedfords, 


42  msroitv  or  i.N(.i.am) 

r  11  A  1*.    Loul    (lowrr.      Thii"^    did    tlu*    l'ir>l     Lord    of  the 
'  '  Adiniraltv  and  iIk-  I'lV-idcMil  of  the  Counc-il  stand 

ITT.i.  t'ortli  auaiu^t  thiir  own  c'olleai»;iH'  ihe  Secretary  of* 
State.  l^ut  as  the  debate  j)i()eeeded  an  Oppo- 
sition Peer  lia\  inL,^  eoinpliniented  Lord  Dartmouth 
on  his  superior  candour,  Lord  Dartmouth  rose 
again  in  niueh  embarrassment  and  said  that  he 
could  not  accept  tlie  praise  olfcred  him  for  a 
can(h)ur  of  which  he  was  now  asliamed ;  that  he 
liad  changed  his  mind,  and  sliouUl  give  his  vote 
for  rejecting  the  Bill  immediately.  So  much  of 
\  iolence  in  some  of  the  >rinistry,  so  much  of  vacil- 
lation in  others,  afforded  grounds  for  a  fierce 
])hilippic  against  them  which  Chatham  poured 
forth  in  his  reply  :  "  Such," —  he  cried  addres>ing 
them. — "  such  are  your  well-known  characters  and 
"  abilities  that  sure  I  am  that  any  plan  of  recon- 
"  ciliation,  however  moderate,  wise,  and  feasible, 
"  must  fail  in  your  hands.  Who  then  can  wonder 
'*  that  you  should  put  a  negative  on  any  measure 
"  which  must  annihilate  your  power,  deprive  you 
"  of  your  emoluments,  and  at  once  reduce  you 
"  to  that  state  of  insignificance  for  which  God 
"  and  nature  designed  you?" 

When  at  last  on  this  memorable  night  the  House 
divided  a  nnich  increased  minority  of  '.V2  ap|)eared 
in  favour  of  at  least  considering  tlie  liill,  but  a 
j)halan.\  of  (51  dei'ided  its  rejection.  'I'he  re- 
jected liill  was  immediately  ])riiite(l  and  eiiculated 
by  Lord  ('hatham  as  an  nj)peal  to  the  pid)lic 
judgment. 
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It  may  be  proper,  or  at   least   pai-doiiable,   here    C  H  A  1'. 

to  pause  foi-  an  iii(|niry,  wliat  pr()l)al)le  issue  nii_Lilit    , \_ , 

liavc  atteiuled  an  opposite  deeisioii  in  the  JJrilisli  ^~~'^- 
Parhanient  ?  If  the  Ministers  had  been  defeated 
on  this  15ill, — if  in  consequcnec  tliey  had  resigned, 
and  it  in  other  hands  been  carried  througli, — 
Avould  the  Americans  have  accepted  tlie  measure 
cheerfully  and  readily, — would  it  for  a  long  time 
to  come  have  closed  the  breach  and  cemented  the 
union  with  the  mother  country  ?  From  all  the 
facts  and  testimonies  then  or  since  made  public  I 
answer  without  hesitation  that  it  would !  The 
sword  was  then  slumbering  in  its  scabbard.  On 
both  sides  there  were  injuries  to  redress,  but  not  as 
yet  bloodshed  to  avenge.  It  was  only  a  quarrel ; 
it  was  not  as  yet  a  war.  Even  the  boldest  leaders 
of  that  war  in  after  years,  whether  in  council  or  the 
field,  were  still  in  January  17/5  the  firm  friends  of 
colonial  subordination.  Washington  himself — (and 
he  at  least  was  no  dissembler  ;  from  him  at  least 
there  never  came  any  promise  or  assurance  that  did 
not  deserve  the  most  implicit  credit ;)  —  had  only 
a  few  months  before  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
Fairftix  County  in  Virginia.  That  meeting,  while 
claiming  relief  of  grievances,  had  also  at  his  in- 
stance adopted  the  following  Resolve  :  "  That  it  is 
"  our  greatest  wish  and  inclination,  as  well  as 
"  interest,  to  contiiuie  our  connection  with,  and 
"  dependence    upon,    the   British   (lovernment."  * 

*  AVasliington's  Writings   as  edited  by   JSparks,  vol.  ii.  Ap- 
pendix, p.  490. 
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r  11  A  r.  Hilt  rmtlKr  still,  althoiiLrli  the  lirst  Congress  was 
"■'^  ^  ])rai>t'{l  1)\  ("liatham  lor  its  inodt-ratr  counsels,  and 
177."..  althongh  the  calmer  voice  ot"  lli^torv  has  ratitied 
the  praise,  we  learn  that  these  moderate  counsels 
did  not  lag  behind,  but  rather  exceeded  and  out- 
ran, the  prevailing  sentiment  in  many  of  the  colo- 
nics. To  this  fact  we  lind  an  unimpeachable 
tcstimonv  in  the  letters  of  President  Reed,  who, 
writing  to  a  friend  in  strict  confidence,  laments 
that  "  the  proceedings  of  Congress  have  been 
"  pitched  on  too  high  a  key  for  sonic  of  these 
"  middle  provinces."*  ^\'ith  such  feelings  how 
gladlv,  how  gratefully,  would  tliey  have  welcomed 
the  hand  of  reconciliation  stretched  out  by  the  I*ar- 
liament  of  England  !  It  may  be  true  indeed  that 
such  feelings  as  these  did  not  prevail  in  all,  or 
nearlv  all,  the  colonies.  It  may  be  true  especially 
that  no  amount  of  good  government,  of  forbear- 
ance, or  of  kindness  would  have  won  back  Massa- 
chusetts. l>ut  herein  lay,  as  I  think,  the  especial 
force  and  etlicacy  of  Lord  Chatham's  scheme,  that 
it  did  not  refer  the  {piestions  of  rarliamentary 
supremacv  and  colonial  taxation  to  the  decision  of 
anyone  province,  but,  as  the  Americans  themselves 
desired,  to  tlie  decision  of  a  Congress  composed 
from  all  the  provinces,  so  that  disaffection,  however 
lirndy  rooted  here  and  there,  would  of  course  be 
oNcrpowered  \)y  a  loyal  and  a  large  majority.  Nor 
do  I  believe  that    the    proposal   ol'  a   new  grant  to 

•   To    Mr.   I).'   Hcidl,  !•".  li.  l.L  177-j.     Lite   ami   Corrcspon- 
(Icncf,  vol.  i.  i>.  !'G. 
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tilt'  (Vowii,  and    llic   conscqucMit  necessity   of  in-  ^   ".  ."^  '  " 

creased   taxation   to   the    people,  would  have  inter-  « ^ 1 

posed  liny  serious  obstacle.  The  load  ol"  taxation  ^""■^• 
on  the  colonies  was  at  this  period  light  indeed. 
According-  to  a  calculation  made  by  Lord  North 
in  that  very  year,  each  inhabitant  of  England  paid 
in  taxes  upon  an  average  not  less  than  five  and 
twenty  shillings  annually,  but  each  inhabitant  o(" 
British  America  no  more  than  sixpence.*  The 
experience  of  the  closely  following  Revolutionary 
War  proves  how  easily  and  readily  when  their 
leelings  were  involved  the  Americans  could  raise 
far  greater  supplies.  And  surely  had  Lord  Chat- 
ham's scheme  prevailed  their  feelings  would  have 
been  involved.  They  would  have  been  pleased 
and  proud  to  show  that  their  previous  refusal  to 
pay  taxes  sprung  from  principle  and  not  from  in- 
ability or  disaffection,  and  that  when  once  their 
views  of  principle  had  been  complied  with  they 
could  contribute  with  no  sparing  hand  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  countrymen  and  to  the  service  of 
(heir  King. 

The  scheme  of  Lord  Chatham,  though  rejected 
with  so  little  ceremony  by  the  ^Ministers,  was  not 
without  its  influence  on  the  Ministers  themselves. 
It  may  have  left  impervious  Lord  Sandwich  or 
Lord  Gower,  but  it  seems  to  have  con\ineed  Lord 
North  at  least  and  Lord  Dartmouth  of  the  neces- 
sity of  attempting  a  pacific  overture.      Only  a  few 

*  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  xviii.  p.  222. 
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C  II  A  r.  (hivs  aftirwanls  Dr.  I'raiiklin    to  his   ijrcut  surprise 
.  .   received   iiulinetlv   some   comimmications   ot"  tluit 

177.3.  nature  from  tlie  (iovernment.  Some  time  before  he 
liad  hecouie  ae(iuainted  with  Mrs.  Howe,  a  worthy 
maiden  hidy,  witli  whom  lie  used  to  phiy  at  chess. 
At  lier  house  and  at  her  request  he  had  several 
inti'r\iews  with  lur  brother,  Admiral  Lord  IIowc, 
the  same  who  was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  chief 
connnand  in  North  America.  Even  already  I>ord 
Howe  stood  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Cabinet. 
Another  channel  for  discussion  with  Dr.  Franklin 
Avas  Mr.  David  iKuelav,  a  friend  of  Lord  Dart- 
mouth  and  Lord  Hyde.  Mueli  tarncst  conversa- 
tion passed  between  them  on  a  pajier  of  **  Hints  " 
tcndinq^  to  an  adjustment  of  the  differences,  which 
Franklin  had  drawn  up.  His  main  point,  besides 
an  absolute  rei)cal  of  the  obnoxious  Statutes,  was 
that  in  time  of  war,  and  on  requisition  from  the 
King,  each  province  should  be  bound  to  raise 
money  for  the  public  service  through  its  own  As- 
sembly, and  in  proportion  according  to  the  rate  of 
the  land  tax  which  might  be  imposed  in  England. 
But  Franklin  had  added  some  other  conditions, 
which  even  in  Lord  Chathanfs  judgment  were 
wholly  inadmi>sil)le,  as  that  none  of  the  King's 
troops  should  enter  or  (juarter  in  any  colony  but 
with  the  consent  of  its  legislature.  At  last,  not- 
withstanding the  utmost  zeal  and  pains  both  in 
Mr.  Harclay  and  Loid  IIowc,  it  was  found  impos- 
sibU-  to  agree  ujion  the  terms  desired  ;  and  on  the 
2(Jth  of  IVbruary   Lord    North   with   little  or  no 


rijoM  Tin:  iT.AcK  or  itiuxiit.  47 

])revious   iiolicc  hrouglit  Ibrward    in    the  IIouvc  of  (   II  A  l*. 
Coimnoiis  II  conciliatory  sclicmc  ol'liis  own.  ' 


This  conciliatory  scheme  as  it  was  called  jjrovcd  17 
to  be,  liowevcr,  no  more  than  a  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  purporting:  That  if  the  Le- 
gislature of  any  of  the  American  provinces  should 
])roposc  to  make  some  provision  for  the  common 
defence  and  also  for  the  civil  government  of  that 
province,  and  if  such  proposal  should  be  approved 
oi"by  the  King  and  Parliament,  it  would  be  proper 
to  ibrbear  while  such  provision  lasted  from  levying 
or  imposing  any  tax,  duty,  or  assessment  within 
the  said  province.  This  conditional  renunciation 
of  the  right  of  taxation,  though  still  left  dependent 
on  the  approval  in  each  case  of  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, would  have  been  of  service  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  contest.  But  in  the  crisis  to  which 
matters  had  grown  who  could  reasonably  expect 
it  to  prevail  ?  From  the  comnmnications  with 
Dr.  Franklin  and  from  some  other  circumstances 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  framiuii;  this 
scheme  the  Minister's  first  views  had  taken  a  wider 
range,  and  that  he  had  agreed  to  curtail  it  in 
compliance  to  the  Bedford  section  of  his  party. 
Even  in  its  maimed  or  mutilated  form  his  Re- 
solution did  not  pass  without  some  dread  of 
these,  not  ([uite  friendly,  friends.  Gibbon  who 
had  recently  entered  Parliament  thus  describes 
the  scene  :  "  Last  Monday  a  conciliatory  motion 
"  of  allowing  the  colonies  to  tax  themselves  was 
"  introduced  by  Lord  North  in  the  midst  of  lives 
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C  II  A  r.   "  ami   toiluius,    war  and   laiiiiiu-.      \\\'   wint    into 

^ J_ ^   "   tin-   ilousf  ill  c'onfiisioii,   cvcrv  moment   cxpcct- 

1 ::.'-.  ''  iiii^  that  tlie  Ik'dlbrds  would  fly  into  rebellion 
"  aL::ainst  those  measures.  Lord  North  rose  six 
"  times  to  appease  the  storm,  hut  all  in  vain;  till 
"  at  length  Sir  (Jilhert  (  Klliot)  declared  for  admi- 
"  nistration,  and  the  troops  all  rallied  under  their 
"  proper  standard."  ■* 

It'  even  any  well  grounded  hopes  of  peace  could 
liave  proceeded  from  this  Resolution  when  sepa- 
rately viewed,  those  hopes  would  have  disappeared 
on  considering  the  other  measures  with  which  it 
came  attended.  Already  had  Lord  North  pro- 
])0scd,  and  there  was  then  passing  through  both 
Houses,  a  Bill  for  restraining  the  commerce  of  the 
New  England  provinces  with  (Jreat  Britain,  Ire- 
land, and  the  West  Indies,  and  prohibiting  them 
lor  a  limited  time  from  any  share  in  the  fishery  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  with  certain  exceptions 
to  be  made  by  the  Ciovernors  in  favour  of  their 
friends  and  partisans.  This  measure  was  framed 
in  retaliation  of  the  Non  Impoitation  and  ICxjiort- 
ation  agreement,  in  which  the  New  I'Jigland  pro- 
vinces had  taken  the  lead ;  the  argument  being 
that  since  they  refused  to  continue  their  trade  with 
this  country,  we  had  a  right  to  prevent  their  trade 
with  any  othei".  This  measure,  according  to  a 
phrase  current  at  the  time,  was  in  ("act  an  exten- 
sion   of  the  no>ton  Port   IViIl  ;   an  extension   of  its 

•  ']"<»  Mr.  lI«)Iroy(l,  lM.l)ni;iiy  'J'>.  ITTo.  Ciibbon's  Miscclla- 
iii'iins  Wdrktj. 
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])cnaltics  from  one.'  city   to    foiii'  pro\inccs.      Tliis  en  \i' 
measure,    I    need   scarcely  say,   (»•   still    less   show,        '-' 
was  calculated  in  no  sligiit  degree  to  heap  fresh  fuel       177.-,, 
on  the  Hanies   already  burning  in  America.      With 
such   a  measure  (which  another  Act  of  this  same 
Session  extended  to  other  provinces  besides  New 
England)  any  project  of  conciliation,  according  to 
tlie  judgment  passed  upon   it  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  would  be  little  better  than  a  mockery. 
— A  far  more  suitable  accompaniment  to  that  mea- 
sure was    alVorded   in    the  votes  taken    at  this  time 
ibr  increasing  the   sea  forces   by  2,0U0,   and  the 
land  forces  by  4,300  men. 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  the  eloquence  of  Chat- 
ham (not  perhaps  his  political  courage  or  saga- 
city) was  rivalled  in  the  other  House.  On  the 
22d  of  March  Mr.  Burke  moved  ccitain  Reso- 
lutions as  the  basis  of  conciliation  with  America. 
Though  pointing  in  the  same  direction  as  Lord 
Chatham,  these  Resolutions  were  of  far  less  bold 
and  comprehensive  character.  Omitting  all  men- 
tion of  the  Congress,  they  declared  in  general  terms 
the  propriety  of  repealing  several  of  the  recent 
Act?,  —  of  appointing  the  Judges  during  good 
behaviour,  —  of  improving  the  Admiralty  Courts, 
—  and  of  leaving  to  the  Provincial  Assemblies  the 
right  of  taxation.  A  long  debate  ensued,  but 
finally  these  Resolutions  were  negatived  by  a 
large  majority  —  270  votes  against  7^-  Burke's 
own  speech  on  this  occasion,  as  shortly  afterwards 
reported  and  published  by  himself,  may  deserve 

VOL.  VI.  E 
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C  II  A  I',  to  \k'  raiiki'd    among  the  nia-^ti  r-piici's  of  oratory 

,^ ,  lioin    \vliati\cr   ai^c  or  whatcvi-r   country  dc'ri\t'cl. 

iTTo.  In  this  justly  ccluhratctl  composition,  and  amidst 
its  u:alaxy  of  beauties,  no  passage  perliaps  is  entitled 
to  higher  admiration  than  the  one  portraying  the 
friend  in  early  days  of  Pope  and  Swift, — the  father 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Apsley,  —  the  still  surviving 
veteran  Earl  Bathurst.  The  growth  of  our  com- 
mercial and  colonial  prosperity,  said  Burke,  has 
happened  ^vithin  the  short  period  of  the  life  of 
man.  There  arc  those  alive — Lord  Bathurst  for 
example  —  whose  memory  might  touch  the  two 
extremes.  "Suppose  then  that  in  1701," — thus 
did  Burke  continue,  — "  Suppose,  Sir,  that  the 
"  angel  of  this  auspicious  youth,  foreseeing  the 
"  many  virtues  which  made  him  one  of  the  most 
"  amiable  as  he  is  one  of  the  most  fortunate  men 
"  of  his  age,  had  opened  to  him  in  vision  that 
"  when  in  the  fourth  generation  the  third  prince 
"  of  the  House  of  Brunswick  had  sat  twelve  years 
"  on  the  throne  of  that  nation,  which  by  the 
•'  happy  issue  of  moderate  and  healing  councils 
"  was  to  be  made  Cireat  Britain,  he  should  sec 
"  his  son,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  turn  back 
"  the  current  of  liereditary  dignity  to  its  fountain, 
'*  and  raise  him  to  an  higher  rank  of  ]ieerage, 
"  whilst  he  enriched  the  family  with  a  new  one, 
"  —  if  amidst  these  bright  and  happy  scenes 
*'  of  domestic  honour  and  pi<)s])crity  tliat  angel 
"  should  have  drawn  up  the  curtain  and  unfolded 
*'  the  rising  glories  of  his   countrN ,  and   whilst   he 
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"   was   gazing   Avitli    admiration  on  the  then   com-   (:  iiat. 
"  nicTfial   iiiandrur  of  l'hi<z:hui(l  the  (ieniiis  slioiiM   , 


"  point  out  to  liini   a  little  speck,    scarce  visible       177'>. 

"  in   the  mass  of  the   national  interest,    a   small 

"  seminal   principle   rather   than   a   formed  bod}-, 

"  and   should    tell    him  :   *  Young    man,   there   is 

"  *  America,   which  at  this  day  serves   for  little 

"  '  more  than  to  amuse  you  with  stories  of  savage 

"  '  men   and  uncouth   manners,  yet  shall   before 

"  '  you   taste    of  death   show  itself  equal   to  the 

"  '  whole  of  that  commerce  which  now  attracts  the 

a  <  envy  of  the   world.     "Whatever   England  lias 

"  '  been  growing  to  by  a  progressive  increase  of 

**  '  improvement,  brought   in  by  varieties   of  pco- 

''  *  pic,  by  succession  of  civilizing  conquests   and 

"  *  civilizing  settlements  in  a  series  of  seventeen 

"  *  hundred  years,  you  shall  see  as  much  added. 

"  '  to  her  by  America  in  the  course  of  a  single 

"  *  life!' — If  this  state  of  his  country  had  been 

*'  foretold    to   him   would   it  not  require  all   the 

*'  sanguine  credulity  of  youth,  and  all  the  fervid 

"  glow  of  enthusiasm,   to  make  him   believe  it  ? 

"  Fortunate  man,  he  has  lived  to  see  it !    Fortu- 

*'  nate    indeed    if   he   lives    to    see   nothing    that 

'•  shall  vary  the  prospect  and  cloud  the  setting  of 

"  his  day  !  "  * 

•  Speech  of  Burke,  March  22.  177.5.  On  thr  16tli  of  Sep- 
tember following,  anil  at  ninety-one  years  of  age,  Lord  Bathurst 
died. 
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(  IIAPTKR  LII. 

C  II  A  r.    I',,,.-  winter  in  Massacluisctts  had  passed  gloomily, 
'  amidst  the  din  of  controversies   and   the  prepara- 

^'"^-  t ions  for  strife  ;  the  scene  resembling  two  adverse 
camps  in  presence  far  rather  than  one  united 
colony.  At  Boston  the  (lovernor  and  the  Go- 
vernor's principal  adherents  maintained  their  sta- 
tion surrounded  by  the  Royal  troops.  At  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  other  side  of  the  bay,  and  afterwards 
at  Watertown,  an  opposite  authority,  a  new  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  had  assembled,  with  the  popular 
feeling  in  their  favour,  and  with  several  thousands  of 
Militia  or  Minute-men  under  their  command.  No 
pains  were  spared  by  them  both  to  increase  and 
discipline  this  force.  They  passed  Resolutions  for 
the  providing  or  making  of  fire-arms  and  bayonets; 
they  decreed  an  issue  of  bills  of  credit ;  they 
formed  a  provincial  arsenal  at  Concord,  about 
eighteen  miles  inland  ;  they  exhorted  the  Militia 
to  perfect  themselves  as  speedily  as  possible  in 
military  exercises,  and  dciiouiiecd  all  tiiose  who 
should  presume  to  siipj)ly  the  troops  of  their 
Soverei'Hi   with   buildini!-  or  militarv  stores.      But 


FROM    Tin-:    PKACK    OF    UTUKCIIT.  63 

tlir  most  (IckTiniiifd  of  all    their  lucasmcs  was  to  c  II  A  I'. 

enlist   in   their  service  a  eonipaiiy  of  Miimte-incii   ^ ^_ ^ 

from  aiuoDii,-  the  Stockbridge  Indians  residing  in  177'^. 
their  province.  Further  still,  they  directed  the 
writing  of  ii  secret  letter, —  and  secret  it  has  been 
kept  for  more  than  fifty  years, — to  a  Missionary 
much  esteemed  by  the  Indians  in  the  western  parts 
of  New  York,  entreating  "  that  you  will  use  your 
"  influence  with  them  to  join  with  us  in  the  de- 
"  fence  of  our  rights  ;" — in  other  w^ords,  to  assail 
and  scalp  the  British  soldiers!*  —  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  tliat  the  Massachusetts  delegates,  the 
framers  of  this  very  letter,  wTre  among  those  who 
expressed  the  highest  astonishment  and  indigna- 
tion when  at  a  later  period  a  similar  policy  was 
adopted  on  the  British  side. 

About  a  fortnight  from  the  date  of  this  letter, 
and  towards  the  middle  of  April,  General  Gage 
determined  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  stores 
collected  at  Concord.  With  this  view  he  sent  out 
a  detachment  of  several  hundred  light  troops  under 
the  command  of  Major  Pitcairn  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith.  In  the  night  of  the  LSth  these 
troops  were  conveyed  in  boats  to  the  opposite 
shore.     The  utmost  pains  had  been  taken  to  keep 

*  This  letter,  dated  Concord,  April  4.  ITTo,  and  derived 
from  the  M8.  Journals  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  may  be 
seen  at  length  in  the  Appendix  to  Mr.  Sparks's  edition  of 
"Washington's  Writings,  vol.  iii.  p.  493.  The  pretext  assigned 
for  the  application  was  a  rumour  "  that  those  who  are  inimical 
"  to  us  in  Canada  have  been  tampering  with  these  nations," — 
an  assertion  very  easy  to  make. 
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(•  11  A  r.   the   expedition   secret,  iieveitlicless    the   men    had 

, '  "     ,  advaneed  only  a  iew  miles  inland  when  it  was  per- 

177.'..  ceived  from  the  tiling;  ol'  ^uns  and  the  rinu:ing  of 
bells  that  their  j)urpose  was  known,  and  that  the 
country  was  alarmed.  In  fact  Dr.  Warren,  a  phy- 
sician and  patriot  at  l^oston,  had  succeeded  in 
sendinii:  out  messengers  with  early  information. 
Marehini,^  all  night,  the  first  ranks  ahout  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  reached  Lexing- 
ton, a  small  town  about  fitleen  miles  from  Boston. 
Here  they  found  a  body  of  militia  belonging  to  the 
town  and  neighbourhood,  amounting  to  seventy 
men,  drawn  out  on  the  parade  and  under  arms.  It 
aflcrwards  appeared  that  these  arms,  or  some  of 
them  at  least,  were  loaded.  Major  Pitcairn,  who 
led  the  van,  galloped  up  to  inquire  the  cause  of 
their  assemblage.  It  is  stated  by  the  one  side,  but 
not  acknowledged  by  the  other,  that  he  addressed 
them  as  "you  rebels  ! "  Certain  it  is  that  he  bade 
them  lay  down  their  arms  and  disperse.  The 
Americans  showed  no  disposition  to  relinquish 
their  arms,  but  they  did  begin  to  break  their  ranks 
and  retire  from  the  ground.  Then  it  was  that 
some  firing  occurred.  According  to  the  accounts 
of  the  British  several  nuiskets  were  discharged  at 
them  from  behind  a  stone  wall  and  from  some  ad- 
joining houses,  which  wounded  one  man  and  shot 
Major  Pitcairn's  horse  in  two  places;  upon  which 
they  returned  the  tii'e.  'I'iie  Americans  state,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  Britisii  fired  first  and  without 
])rovocation.     Bi-  that  fiet  as  it  may,  several  of  the 
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Aiiiericaiis   were   now   killed   and   wounded  ;    and   C  II  A  I'. 

such  wjis  the  first  eneountei-,  the  first  bloodshed,  in  , '^^ , 

this  unhappy  civil  war.  '~~•^• 

The  British  detachment  now  pressed  l()r\vard  to 
Concord.  Here  they  had  leisure  to  spike  three 
cannon,  and  to  cast  into  the  river  five  hundred 
pounds  of  ball  and  sixty  barrels  of  fiour,  but  they 
found  that  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  was 
already  removed.  Having  thus,  so  far  as  they 
could,  fulfilled  their  mission,  they  commenced  their 
retreat,  liut  by  this  time  the  whole  country  was 
in  arms  ;  militia-men  pouring  iu  from  all  directions 
hung  on  their  flank  and  rear,  and  galled  them  by 
an  irregular  but  incessant  fire.  The  number  of 
such  assailants  continually  increased  ;  and  before 
the  British,  now  exhausted  with  long  marching, 
could  again  reach  Lexington  their  retreat  had 
grown  into  a  rout.  Their  utter  destruction  would 
have  ensued  had  not  General  Gage,  to  guard 
against  any  adverse  turn  of  fortune,  sent  forward 
that  very  morning  another  detachment  under  Lord 
Percy  to  support  them.  That  new  force  they 
found  just  arrived  at  Lexington.  Here  Lord  Percy's 
men  formed  a  hollow  square,  into  which  the  Bri- 
tish of  the  first  detachment  flung  themselves  at 
lull  length,  utterly  spent  with  fatigue,  says  one 
of  their  own  Commissaries,  and  "  their  tongues 
"  hancine:  out  of  their  mouths  like  those  of  doG^s 
"  after  a  chase !  "*   After  some  brief  interval  for  rest 

*  Stedman's  Ili&tory  of  the  American  War,  vol.  i.  ji.  1 18. 
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r  II  A  r.  and  ii-lVr<lniunt  the  uliolc  united  force,  amounting 
, '_; ,   to    c'ii^litix-n    liundicd    nun,   continuid    \hc   retreat, 


ITT.'i  and  towards  sunstt  rearlied  the  sliores  of  Hoston 
liarl)()ur,  harassed  all  the  way  by  the  Americans 
tire  from  behind  stone  walls,  and  every  other  place 
of  ambush.  'I'hcir  total  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  prisoners  was  2J'A,  wliiK'  that  of  the  Americans 
did  not  exceed  <)().  It  was  said  (though  in  all 
probability  the  jest  was  not  devised  till  afterwards) 
that  as  r^ord  I'e'-cy  marched  forward  in  the  morning 
he  had  bid  his  band,  in  defiance  of  bis  adversaries, 
play  the  air  of  Yankee-doodli:  ;  but  that  as  he 
retreated  in  the  afternoon  the  Americans  called 
out  for  Chkvv-ciiack  I  * 

This  affair,  as  is  well  observed  by  an  Ameri- 
can historian,  was  trivial  in  itself,  though  in  its 
consequences  of  the  utmost  importance.f  The 
Americans  at  the  time  proclaimed  it  as  their 
glorious  victory  in  the  "  battle  of  Lexington;" 
for  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  through  the  whole  en- 
suing war  they  were  inclined  to  give  the  name  of 
'♦  battle  "  to  almost  every  action  w  liich  occurred, 
even  down    to    a  slight    skirnfish.      In   the    case  of 

*  Gruliamc's  History  of  tlic  United  States,  vol,  iv.  i».  ."JTI. 
li\  my  Appendix  will  Ite  found,  as  derived  from  the  State  Paper 
Olliee,  tii«-  Report  of  Colonel  Smith  to  (iovernor  Gage  on  the 
whole  transaction.  This  oflietr,  it  will  be  seen,  distinetly 
charf^es  the  Americans  with  havin},'  "scalped  and  otherwise 
"  ill-trrnted  one  or  two  of  our  mt-n  who  wen!  eitln-r  killfd  or 
"  severely  wounded,  this  being  seen  by  a  parly  that  marched 
"  by  soon  afttr." 

f    Marshall'-s  Life  of  W;ishin;j:ton,  vol.  ii.  \>.  \x').  «d.  1S().>. 
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Ix^xington   the   greatest   exaggerations  flew  from   ('  ii  \  r. 

mouth  to    moiitli,  and   from  pen    to  pen.      Tlic  re-   , ^_ , 


treat  of  tlic  Hritisli  troops  to  Jioston,  wliieh  was  !T7 
always  intended  as  soon  as  they  had  accomplished 
the  object  of  their  march,  was  held  forth  as  an 
imdcsiirned  and  ii'iiominious  flight  before  a  con- 
qiicring  enemy,  and  their  far  greater  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  ascribed  to  the  military  prowess 
of  their  adversaries,  and  not  to  the  plain  fact  that 
these  adversaries  were  practised  marksmen,  and  had 
lired  from  places  of  ambush.  Such  higldy  colouicd 
npresentations  of  the  conflict  removed  the  doubts 
of  the  wavering,  while  the  conflict  itself  added 
ardour  to  the  resolute.  From  all  parts  of  Massa- 
chusetts the  militiamen  flew  to  arms,  and  flocked 
to  the  popular  standard.  In  the  other  New  Eng- 
land provinces  a  similar  spirit  was  roused.  Thus 
in  Connecticut  a  brave  and  deserving  officer.  Co- 
lonel Israel  Putnam,  had  since  the  peace  retired  to 
cultivate  a  farm  and  also  to  keep  a  tavern.*  The 
I^exington  news  was  brought  him  while  he  was 
dressed  in  a  leathern  frock  and  apron,  and  work- 
ins:  at  the  stone  fences  of  his  land.  He  hastened 
home,  mounted  his  horse,  and  by  sunrise  the  next 

*  Gordon's  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  2.  "Such  a  junction,"  adds 
Dr.  Gordon,  "  is  frc(iuent  in  New  England,  and  not  at  all  in- 
"  consistent  with  a  Roman  character."  Yet  this  latter  point 
of  the  tavern  is,  I  scarce  know  why,  (for  what  possible  discredit 
could  it  bring  ?)  eluded — that  is,  neither  alHrnicd  nor  denied, 
— in  the  recent  biography  of  General  Israel  Putnam  by  his 
countryman  Mr.  Oliver  Pcabody  (Boston,  1837). 
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C  II  A  I'.  inorninL::  was    :it    Concxjnl.      'Hkti-    he    Avas    soon 

'  '^_ ,  at\ri\vanls  appointed  to   luad   three  thousand    men 

177.",.  wlio  liad  followed  from  Connecticut.  In  this  man- 
ner 11  force  amounting,  on  paper  at  least,  to  twenty 
thousand  men,  was  speedily  collected  around  Bos- 
ton liarbour.  The  chief  command  was  vested  in, 
or  ratlier  was  allowed  to.  Colonel  Artemas  Ward, 
with  the  rank  of  Major  Cieneral.  Under  his  direc- 
tion a  long  line  of  blockade  was  ibrmed.  On  the 
other  hand  (General  Gage  had  not  as  yet  received 
his  expected  reinforcements  from  England.  The 
works  he  had  constructed  on  the  Neck  secured 
him  from  assault,  but  he  durst  not  stir  beyond 
them,  and  found  himself  encompassed  on  every 
side  by  foes.  And  thus  by  a  singular  turn  of 
fortune  the  town  of  lioston  which  had  been  the 
principal  hotbed  of  disaffection  became  the  chief 
stronghold  of  the  Royal  troops. 

Such  being  the  state  of  Boston,  many  of  the 
inliabitants  were  desirous  to  leave  the  town,  which 
Cieneral  (iage  agreed  that  the}'  might  do  with 
their  families  and  etfccts  on  giving  up  their  arms. 
Neither  party  appears  to  have  fiillilled  their  part 
in  this  agreement.  Cieneral  Ciage  conijilained  that 
the  arms  had  not  been  faithfully  delivered ;  and 
he  further  contended  that  the  word  "  eflects"  was 
never  meant  to  include  niereliandise.  On  the 
other  j)ait  the  ]H'opIe  ill-alfeeted  to  the  ( io\-ern- 
nient  deelaifd,  and  not  without  some  .^how  of 
reason,  that  the  main  object  of  (iage  was  to  n-tain 
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tlu'in  or  their  families  as  hostages  witliin  his  hand^^.   c  ii  .\  i*. 

Ill  tile  result  therefore  hut  few  of  the  desired  pass-  , ^''j ^ 

ports  were  accorded.  177.:. 

Ir  was  not  only  by  sending  auxiliaries  to  Mas- 
sachusetts that  the  people  of  Connecticut  displayed 
their  zeal.  Some  leading  men  in  that  pnjvince, — 
as  Woostcr  and  Silas  Dcanc, — deeming  war  iiie\  i- 
table  or  resolved  to  make  it  so,  formed  the  project 
of  marching  across  the  frontier  of  New  York,  and 
surprising  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
I'oint  on  Lake  Chatnplain.  Some  forty  volunteers 
^vell  supplied  with  arms  and  money  set  out  in 
secret  for  this  object.  Near  the  (ireen  Mountains 
they  received  an  accession  of  almost  three  hun- 
dred men  under  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  an  active 
partisan  of  that  district,  who  now  assumed  the 
command  in  chief  Further  onward  they  were 
also  joined  by  Benedict  Arnold,  lately  a  druggist 
and  horsedealer  at  Newhaven,  who  had  received 
a  commission  as  Colonel  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress.*  Thus  stealthily  advancing  they 
reached  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain.  Captain 
Dc  La  Place,  the  connnander  at  Ticonderoga,  had 
under  him  forty-four  soldiers,  but  believed  himself 
in  profound  peace  and  most  complete  security. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  ]\Lay  he  was 
surprised  in  bed  by  Ethan  Allen  and  required 
to  surrender.  "  By  what  authority?"  said  the  as- 
tonished  commander.     "  I   demand    it,"  answered 

*   Sparks'rf  Life  of  Arnold,  p.  8.  ami  14. 
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C  II  A  1'.  Allen,  "  in  the  nanu-  of  the  (Jrcat  Jehovah  and 
'-''^  "  of  the  Continental  C-ongrcss!"  'V\\v  sununons 
177.',.  th()iii,di  unusual  eoiild  not  be  resisted;  and  in  like 
manner  the  fort  at  Crown  Point,  wliich  indeed  had 
but  twelve  men  for  its  garrison,  was  suddenly 
seized.  And  further  still,  the  I^nterprisc  sloop,  the 
only  vessel  of  the  Royal  Navy  on  Lake  Champlain, 
yielded  to  the  skill  and  energy  of  Arnold. 

It  is  diverting  to  find  several  British  writers, 
misled  by  Allen's  birthplace  in  New  England, 
and  by  his  sununons  "  in  the  name  of  the  Great 
Jehovah,"  describe  him  as  a  formal  or  fanatic 
Puritan.  So  flir  from  this  he  was  not  even  a 
believer  in  the  Christian  Revelation,  but  composed 
a  book  against  it,  entitled  "  Reason  the  only 
"  Oracle  of  Man."  The  void  lefl  in  his  mind  by 
religious  truth  was,  as  wc  often  see  it,  filled  by 
silly  fancies.  According  to  some  of  his  biogra- 
phers he  was  wont  to  assure  his  friends  that  he 
expected  to  return  to  this  life,  not  indeed  once 
more  as  a  biped,  but  in  the  form  of  a  "  large 
"  white  horse  !  "  * 

The  same  day  on  which  the  Americans  surprised 
Ticonderoga  beheld  the  meeting  of  their  second 
Congress  at  Philadelphia.  I'.aily  in  the  year 
Lord  Dartmouth  had  issued  a  Circular  to  the 
Governors  of  the  several  colonies  enjoining  them 
to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  election  of  delegates  to 
that  Congress  us  higldy  displeasing  to  the  King. 

•   bcc  his  Life  by  Si.fxrks,  p.  .'i'jl.  cd.  iS-il. 
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Nevertheless    the   elections    took    place    without  C  Tl  A  r. 

hnulrancc    and   without  hesitation    in    the   twelve  , '^^ , 

colonies  which  had  already  combined  for  that  ^'~•^• 
object.  Dr.  Franklin  had  arrived  at  riiiladelphia 
on  the  5th  of  May,  and  the  very  next  morning  by 
an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Assembly  of  the  province 
he  was  added  to  the  number  of  its  delegates  to 
Congress.  Considering  how  long  he  had  resided 
in  the  mother  country,  and  how  many  of  her 
leading  statesmen  he  had  seen  and  known,  his 
testimony  as  to  their  real  views  and  feelings  was 
of  course  much  relied  on.  And  throwing  as  he 
did  pn^nptly  and  keenly  his  whole  weight  into  the 
scale  most  adverse  to  Great  Britain,  his  unfavour- 
able representations  and  predictions  had  probably 
no  little  influence  in  making  that  scale  prepon- 
derate. 

Inflamed  still  further  by  the  recent  events  at 
Lexington,  the  second  Congress  met  in  no  com- 
plying humour.  They  chose  for  their  President 
first  Peyton  Randolph,  and  on  his  retirement  soon 
aflerwards  John  Hancock,  the  owner  of  the  Li- 
berty sloop  at  Boston.  They  assumed  as  their 
future  title  The  United  Colonies.  They  rejected 
with  little  ceremony  the  conciliatory  proposition  of 
Lord  North,  which  indeed  had  been  already  tossed 
aside  by  most  of  the  Provincial  Assemblies.  They 
prohibited  the  export  of  provisions  to  the  British 
fisheries,  or  to  any  colony  which  still  continued  in 
obedience  to  Great  Britain, — a  measure  which,  as 
they  intended,  was  productive  for  the  time  of  great 
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CII  A  r.  distress.      In  like   nianiuM-  they  forbade  tlie  supply 

^ ^_ ,   of  an\'  neeessaries   to  tlu*  Hriti^li  arim   or  navy  in 

ITTo.  Massuehusetts  Bay,  and  the  negotiation  of  hills 
of  exchange  drawn  hy  any  British  officer.  They 
declared  that  no  obedience  was  due  to  the  Act 
of  Parliament  repealing  the  Charter  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  they  reeonnnended  to  the  people  of  that 
province  until  their  Charter  should  be  restored  to 
elect  an  A.sscnd)ly  and  Council,  and  exercise  all 
the  powers  of  government  on  their  own  authority. 
Votes  such  as  these,  especially  with  the  tem- 
per by  this  time  raised  in  England,  could  not 
be  maintained  without  supplies  both  of  men  and 
money.  Tor  these  the  Congress  early  made  pro- 
vision. With  respect  to  pecuniary  means  they 
decided  to  issue  notes  on  their  joint  credit,  or, 
as  it  was  termed,  Continental  paper  money,  to 
the  amount  in  the  first  instance  of  two  millions 
of  Spanish  dollars.  Such  was  the  resource  on 
which,  rather  than  on  free  gifts  or  fresh  taxes,  the 
Americans  mainly  relied  during  the  remainder  of 
the  contest.  Considering  the  subsequent  exten- 
sion of  their  national  wealth,  and  the  great  pride 
which  they  have  ever  felt  in  the  origin  and  event 
of  their  Revolutionary  ^^'ar,  it  might  be  supposed 
that  all  the  obligations  contracted  in  and  lor  that 
war  had  been  ])romptly  and  punctually  discharged. 
This,  however,  has  l)y  no  means  been  tin*  ease. 
So  lately  as  1818  an  Miigli^h  traveller  in  the 
Unifed  States  observes:  " 'Die  nation  have  not 
*'  redeemed  their  notes,  nor    I  presume  will   they 
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*'  ever.     J  hojirded  at  the  house  of  a  widow  lady   (MIA  I'. 

"   in  Aineriea  whose  wliole  family  had  been  utterly   , ^^J , 

*'  ruined  by  holding  these  notes."*  ^""■"^• 

With  respeet  to  a  military  force  the  Congress 
betzan  with  an  unanimous  vote  "that  these  colo- 
♦'  nies  be  innnediately  put  into  a  state  of  defence." 
They  determined  to  raise  and  take  into  their  pay 
new  bodies  of  men  to  be  distinguished  from  the 
Provincial  Militia  of  each  colony,  and  to  be  called 
the  Continental  Troops, — a  distinction  and  a  name 
which  it  is  essential  to  bear  in  mind  through  the 
whole  remaining  period  of  this  war.  Their  next 
object  was  to  appoint  some  person  Commander-in- 
Chief  not  only  of  their  principal  army  now  engaged 
in  the  blockade  of  Boston,  but  also  of  all  other 
armies  raised  or  to  be  raised  in  North  America. 
The  right  choice  of  such  an  officer  was  indeed, 
as  they  felt  it,  most  vitally  important  to  them, — 
the  very  corner-stone  in  the  new  structure  that 
they  sought  to  rear.  Such  a  choice  if  well-di- 
rected might  prosper,  but  if  injudicious  could  not 
fjiil  utterly  to  sink  and  ruin,  their  design.  It  was 
in  an  happy  hour  for  themselves,   and   for  their 

*  Fcaron's  Sketches  of  America,  p.  154.  ed.  1819.  From  June 
iTTo  till  November  1779  the  total  amount  of  the  paper  money 
cniittcJ  by  the  Congress  was  nominally  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  The  real  depreciation  did  not  commence  till  the 
spring  of  1777,  but  increased  so  rapidly  that  the  last  issue  of 
ten  millions  in  November  1779  was  laid  equivalent  at  most 
to  only  2.59,000  in  specie.  See  some  further  details  in  the 
Memoirs  and  Correspondence  of  Jciferson,  vol.  i.  p.  412. 
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Cll.vr.  rausi>,    tliat    llicir    choice  fell  on  Colonel  George 
l.ll. 


Washington. 


ITTo.  George   Washington    was    born    in    \7'-^~.      His 

great  grandfather,  John  Washington,  had  settled 
in  \'irginia  about  eighty  years  bclbre,  and  was 
descended  from  an  old  gentleman's  family  in  I'^ng- 
land.  There  was  a  common  descent  between 
them  and  the  Earls  of  Ferrers*,  whose  ancient 
device — three  Mullets  above  two  Bars  Argent  — 
as  blazoned  in  the  Heralds'  College,  and  as  borne 
by  that  line  of  Earls,  appears  no  less  on  the  seal 
of  the  American  General.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  his  ^lithcr's  second  marriage,  and  lost  that 
father  when  only  eleven  3'ears  of  age.  His  edu- 
cation was  almost  confined  to  geometry,  trigo- 
nometry, and  surveying,  since  his  friends,  it  ap- 
pears, when  they  could  not  prevail  on  his  mother 
that  he  should  enter  the  Royal  Navy,  designed 
and  prepared  him  for  the  profession  of  Surveyor, 
one  of  the  most  lucrative  in  a  newly  settled 
country,  though  happily  for  that  country  the  pro- 
fession of  arms  was  finally  preferred.  No  aid  was 
deiived  by  him  at  anv  period  from  any  other  than 
his  native  tongue.  He  never  even  connnenced 
the  study  of  the  ancient  classics.  'I'he  latest  and 
best  of  his   biographers   informs   us  that  when  in 

•  Extract  from  tlio  Stemmata  Sima.riANA  ns  (•(.inmiiiiicatcd 
to  mc  by  Evelyn  lMiili|)  Shirley,  I'.sq.  Both  tin-  late  and  the 
I»r<.'8ciit  Earls  Fcrrcr.s  (ihu  former  born  in  I7G0)  were  chribtcned 
Washington. 
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the    Kcvoliitioiiary   war   the   i''reneh   ollicers   eame  CllAl*. 

over  lie  bestowed  some  attention  on  tlieir  hmguage,  , . 

hut   at   no   time   eoiild  write  or  eon\"er>e   in   it,  or       177>. 
transhitc  any  paper  iioni  it."* 

The  passion  of  love,  but  of  a  pure  and  lofly 
kind,  found  early  entranec  in  his  breast.  When 
only  sixteen,  and  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Fairfax  in 
Virginia,  lie  writes  as  follows  to  a  friend:  "There 
"  is  a  very  agreeable  young  lady  in  the  house. 
"  lUit  that  only  adds  fuel  to  the  fire,  as  being 
"  ollen  and  unavoidably  in  company  with  her 
"  revives  my  former  passion  for  your  Lowland 
"  beauty;  whereas  were  I  to  li\e  more  retired 
"  irom  young  women  I  might  in  some  measure 
"  alleviate  my  sorrow  by  burying  that  chaste  and 
"  troublesome  passion  in  oblivion  ;  and  I  am  very 
"  well  assured  that  this  will  be  the  only  antidote 
"  or  remedy."  f 

For  three  years  at  this  period,  that  is  until 
almost  twenty,  Washington  was  constantly  occu- 
pied, when  the  season  would  allow,  in  surveying 
wild  lands  among  the  /Mlegany  mountains,  or  on 
the  southern  branches  of  the  Potomac.  He  says 
in  one  passage  of  his  correspondence  :  *'  Since  you 
*'  received  my  letter  of  October  last  I  have  not 
"  slept  above  three  or  four  nights  in  a  bed,  but 
"  after  walkinc;  a  ffood  deal  all  the  day  I  have 
"  lain  down  before  the  fire  upon  a  little  hay, 
"  straw  fodder,  or   a  bear-skin,  whichever   was  to 

*  Life  by  Jarcd  Sparks,  p.  10.  ed.  1839. 
t  "Wiitings  edited  by  Sparks,  vol.  ii.  p.  419. 
VOL.  VI.  F 


G6  iiisTuuv  oi    r.N(;i.vM) 

(.'  H  A  r.   '*   1)1'   liail,  with   man,  will-,  and   cliiKlicn,  like  tlo^s 
•    .  "   and  cats, — and  liappy  is  he  who  gets  the  berth 


ITTo.      "   nearest  tlie  lire  !" 

I^ni^ai^ing  at  nineteen  in  tlie  ^'i^«;inian  Militiii 
M'asliint^ton  was  forthwith  ajipointcd  Adjutant 
(ieneral  of  one  of  the  districts,  with  tlie  rank  of 
Major  and  the  pay  of  150/.  a  year.  In  his  first 
campaign  of  17">1  I  have  ahi-ady  had  occasion  to 
relate  how  he  was  overpowered  and  compelled  to 
capitulate  by  a  party  of  French.*  liut  no  blame 
attached  to  his  conduct ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  passed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  him  and  his  officers  "  for  their  bra- 
••  very  and  gallant  defence."  Next  year  lie  was 
a  witness  of  Braddock's  disaster,  but  again  with 
honour  to  himself;  he  had  four  bullets  through 
his  coat  and  two  liorses  killed  under  liim.f  Almost 
immediately  aflerwards  lie  was  named  Colonel  and 
commander  of  the  whole  Virginian  force.  In  this 
post  his  behaviour  was  such  as  to  gain  the  respect 
and  aHlection  of  all  his  offi'cers.  who  presented  to 
him  an  address  expressive  of  their  deep  regret 
when  at  the  close  of  1"58  he  determined  on  resign- 
ing his  commission  and  retirinL;  into  j)rivate  life. 

A  few  days  later — in  .lanuary  1  7'>9 — the  main 
motive  of"  his  resolution  became  apj)areiit  by  his 
marriage  with  i\Irs.  Martha  (.'ustis,  a  widow,  who 
is  described  by  his  biographer  as  both  handsome 
and    aeeonipli-^hc-d.      To    his    l()rluiR',   already    not 

•  \<>\.  iv.  ]K(ir>. 

t    To  his  biDtlit  r.  July  Is.  IT'cl. 
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iiicoiisidcrahk-,  she  hrouglit   an  accession  oi'  ahoNr   f  n  \  i>. 
one   Imndrcd    tlioiisand   dollars.      With    this    la(l\-  •  ^ 

\\'ashington  cstahh^hcd  himself  at  his  country-  i~~.',. 
house  oil  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  which  he  had 
inherited  from  liis  elder  brother,  and  which  in 
compliment  to  Admiral  Vernon  under  whom  that 
brother  served  at  Carthagena  had  been  named 
Mount  Vcinon.  Mrs.  Washington  had  no  children 
by  the  Colonel — a  title  that  he  still  retained.  He 
was  always  tenderly  attached  to  her,  and  cxem- 
})lary  in  that  relation  of  life  as  in  every  other. 

In  his  correspondence  of  that  period  he  says  : 
"  I  am  now,  I  believe,  fixed  at  this  seat  with  an 
*'  agreeable  partner  for  life,  and  I  hope  to  find 
'•  more  happiness  in  retirement  than  1  ever  expc- 
"  rienccd  amidst  the  wide  and  bustling  world."  He 
mentions  in  the  same  letter,  "  the  longing  desire 
"  ^^•lliL•h  for  many  years  I  have  had  of  visiting  the 
"  great  metropolis  of  England." — "  But,"  he  adds, 
"  I  am  now  tied  and  must  set  inclination  aside."  * 

It  is  remarkable  that  his  letters  at  that  time, 
and  until  the  colonial  storm  had  burst,  frequently 
use  the  word  "  home "  to  designate  the  mother 
country. f 

During  many  years  did  Washington  continue 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  an 
independent  country  gentleman.  Field-sports  di- 
vided his  time  with  the   cultivation   and  improve- 

*  To  Richar.l  Wasliinirton,  S.-ptembcr  20.  17o9. 
f  As  April  5.  17G9,  ami  in  several  other  passages. 
F   2 
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C  II  A  r.  iiu'iit  1)1'  Ilis  land,  and  tlic  miU-s  of  his  tobacco;  he 
^  '•"•  sh(nvcd  kindness  to  hi>  (Upcndcnts,  and  hospitality 
177.'..  to  his  iVirnds  ;  and  having  hccn  elected  one  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses  in  Viri^inia,  he  was,  whenever 
that  House  met,  exact  in  his  attendance.  To  that 
well-regulated  mind  nothing  within  the  course  of 
its  ordinary  and  appointed  avocations  seemed  un- 
worthv  of  its  care.  His  ledgers  and  day-hooks 
were  kept  hy  hini>clf;  he  took  note  of  all  the 
liouses  where  he  partook  of  hospitality,  so  that  not 
even  the  smallest  courtesies  might  pass  by  unre- 
membered ;  and  until  his  press  of  business  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  was  wont  e\ery  evening  to 
set  down  the  variations  of  the  weather  during  the 
preceding  day.  It  was  also  his  habit  through  life, 
whenever  he  wished  to  possess  himself  perfectly  of 
the  contents  of  an}'  paper,  to  transcribe  it  in  his 
own  hand,  and  apparently  with  deliberation,  so  that 
no  point  might  escape  his  notice.  Many  copies 
of  this  kind  wore  after  his  death  found  among  his 
manuscripts.* 

W'v  may  observe,  however,  that  in  the  mind  of 
Washington  punctuality  and  precision  did  not,  as 
wc  often  find  them,  turn  in  any  digree  to  selfish- 
ness. ( )n  the  eontiaiy,  he  was  ratiier  careless  of 
small  points  where  only  his  own  comtbrt  was  con- 
cerned. Thus  he  could  seldom  be  jiersuaded  to 
take   any    remedy,    or    desist   from   any    business, 

•  N\'riliiij:s,  vol.  ii.  p.  .lOo.  and  Introdiiotiuii  to  llial  vuhiinc, 
{).  xii. 


1  KoM  TiiK  ri:A(  !•:  oi-  rnu-c  iiT.  (]\) 

whenever   he  caught  a  cold,  hut  used  to  say,  "let   ('II  A  1'. 
"  it  lio  as  it  came  !  "  *  ''"• 


Nor  yet  was  his  constant  rcgidarity  of  liahits  177.3. 
attended  by  undue  fortnahty  of  manner.  In  one 
of  his  most  private  letters  there  appears  given 
incidentally,  and  as  it  were  by  chance,  a  golden 
rule  upon  that  subject : — "  As  to  the  gentlemen 
"  you  mention  I  cannot  charge  myself  with  in- 
''  civility,  or  what  in  my  opinion  is  tantamount, 
"  ceremonious  civility." f 

In  figure  Washington  was  thin  and  tall  (above 
six  feet  high),  in  countenance  grave,  unimpas- 
sioned,  and  benign.  An  inborn  woitli,  an  unaf- 
fected dignity,  beamed  forth  in  every  look  as  in 
every  word  and  deed.  Ilis  first  appearance  and 
address  might  not  convc}'  the  idea  of  superior 
talents ;  such  at  least  was  the  remark  of  his  ac- 
complished countryman,  Mr.  Gallatin  I ;  but  no 
man,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  ever  viewed  with- 
out respect  the  noble  simplicity  of  his  demeanour, 
the  utter  absence  in  him  of  every  artifice  and  every 
affectation. 

The  correspondence  of  Washington  in  1765  and 
the  succeeding  years  refers  to  the  Stamp  Act  and 
to  the  other  harsh  measures  from  "home"  (not 
much  longer  to  be  called  so)  in  terms  of  temperate 

*  Life  and  "Writings,  vol.  i.  App.  p.  556.     This  carelessness 
as  to  colds  was  at  last  tlie  immediate  cause  of  his  death. 

f  Letter  to  Joseph  Reed,  December  15.  1775. 

J  Sir  A.  Foster's  Notes  on  the  United  States  (unpublished). 
See  Quarterly  Keview,  No.  cxxxt.  p.  38. 
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C  II  A  1'.  coiidcmiiatHin  *,    and    lii«>    com  iftions    utTc    c\tT 

,^ \_ ,    stctlfast  and  dccidid  on  tin-  ('oloiiial  sick-.      W'lun, 

ITT').  however,  tlicsc  ditlV-iviu'cs  darkciu-d,  and  the  y^v'un 
sliadow  ol' Civil  \\:\v  hciian  to  loom  on  the  horizon, 
it  has  been  already  shown  that  Wasliington  \vas 
less  forward  and  eai;er  than  some  others  in  de- 
claring or  declaiming  against  the  mother  country. 
This  was  afleiwards  alleged  against  him  in  Ame- 
rica as  a  kind  of  charge,  and  some  extracts  from 
liis  private  letters,  said  to  be  interce])ted  by  the 
English,  were  published  in  corroboration  of  it. 
Such  extracts  were  declared  by  himself  to  be  false 
and  spurious,  and  beyond  all  (jucstion  were  so, 
although  the  last  American  biographer  of  Wash- 
ington allows  as  probable  that  parts  of  letters  really 
written  by  him  were  interwoven  with  the  fabrica- 
tions.! If,  however,  the  charge  itself  be  examined 
with  candour,  evin  though  strictly  and  solely  from 
the  American  side,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  no 
matter  of  condemnation,  but  rather  a  topic  of 
praise.  Ought  not  a  brave  soldier  who  had  known 
and  seen  the  havoc  of  war  to  pause  longer  than 
any  brawling  ci\  ilian  ere  he  resolves  to  inflict  that 
havoc  on  his  country  ?  Ought  not  his  reluctance 
to  be  stronger  still  when  the  war  beibre  him  is  not 
])etween  nation  and  nation,  but  between  the  sons  of 
the  same  race  and  the  subjects  of  the  same  King? 
Was  it  not  this  very  reluctance  which  in  ls29  im- 
pelled the  Duke   of  ^\'ellingt()n   to  exclaim  amidst 

•  To  1'.  l)aii(lii.l-c,  S<i.f.20.  lT<;o,  ^0. 
j     I/ifr  l.y  .lar.-.I  Sparks,  p.  2()6. 
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general  applause,  that  loiiir   inuivd  as  lit-  liad  \)rvn   (    II  A  I*. 
'                       ,       ■  .                '                                        •             III 
to   scenes  of  stiile,   lie   would    make    aii}'  saenlier,   , ^_ , 

even  of'liis  own  life,  rather  than  expose  his  country  177'^. 
to  even  one  month  of  Civil  War?*  Mark  also 
how  brightly  the  Ih'st  forbearance  of  Washington 
combines  with  his  subsequent  determination, — how 
he  who  had  been  slow  to  come  forward  was  mag- 
nanimous in  perse\ering.  M'hen  defeat  had  over- 
taken the  American  army, — when  subjugation  by 
the  British  rose  in  view, — when  not  a  few  of  the 
earliest  declaimcrs  against  England  were,  more  or 
less  privately,  seeking  to  make  terms  ibr  them- 
selves, and  fitting  their  own  necks  to  the  yoke, — 
the  high  spirit  of  Washington  never  for  a  moment 
quailed;  he  repeatedly  declared  that  if  the  colonies 
Avere  finally  overpowered  he  W'as  resolved  to  quit 
them  for  ever,  and,  assembling  as  many  people  as 
would  follow,  go  and  establish  an  independent 
state  in  the  West,  on  the  rivers  Mississippi  and 
I^Iissouri.f 

There  is  a  lofty  saying  whicli  the  Spaniards  of 
old  were  wont  to  engrave  on  their  Toledo  blades,  and 
which  with  truth  and  aptness  might  have  adorned 
the  sword  of  Washington:  Never  draw  me  without 

REASON  ;    NEVER  SHEATH  ME  WITHOIT  HONOl  R  I  J 

*   Speech  in  the  House  of  Lords,  April  2.  1829. 
f   Sir  A.  Foster's  Notes  ut  supra.     See  also  Dr.  Ramsay's 
History,  vol.  i.  p.  310. 

\  "  No  me  saqncs  sin  razon, 
"  No  mc  embainos  sin  honor." 
See  Captain  G.  Beauclerk's  agreeably-written  Journey  to  Mo- 
rocco, p.  238.  ed.  1828. 
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(■  II  A  r.        Xor  \va>  Wasliini^ton  in  ;mv  iiu-asiuv  ojK'ii  to  the 
'  "         same'    ivproaili  a^  tlir   anciriit    Romans,  or  sonu'   ot* 
177.">.      liis  own  count r\  nun  at   present,  — tliat  while  eager 
lor  freedom  tlieniselves  tliey  would  rivet  the  chains 
of  their  slave.     To   liini  at  least  could  never  be 
applied  Dr.  Johnson's  taunting  words:   "  I  low  is  it 
*'  that  we  luar  the  loudest  yelps  for  liberty  among 
"   the  drivers  of  negroes  ?  "     'Hie  views  of  Wasli- 
ington  on  this  great  (piestion  are  best  shown  at  the 
close   of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  at    a  period 
of  calm    deliberation,    in    one    of    his    letters    to 
La  Fayette: — "Your   late   purchase   of  an  estate 
*'  in   Cayenne   with  a  view   of  emancipating  the 
*'  slaves  on   it  is  a  generous  and   noble  proof  of 
*'  your   humanity.     Would   to   (Jod   a    like   spirit 
"  might  diffuse   itself  generally  into  the  minds  of 
"  the   people  of  this   countiy  I      lUit  I  despair   of 
*'  seeing  it.     Some  petitions  were  presented  to  the 
"   Assembly   at    its   last    Session  for  the  abolition 
"  of  Slavery,   but   they   could    scarcely   obtain   a 
"  reading.    To  set  the  slaves  afloat  at  once  would, 
"   I    really   believe,    be    much     inconvenience   and 
"  misc-hic-f,  but  by  degrees  it  certainly  might,  and 
"  assuredly  ought  to  be,  effected,  and  that  too  by 
"  legislative  authority."* 

Washington  had  attended  the  lirst  Congress  at 
IMiiladelphia,  and  on  several  occasions  took  part  in 
the  debates.  Though  iK'\er  aiming  at  e]()(]uence, 
nor   e\tii    ap))roacliing  a   trope  or  a  nufaphor,   his 

•  To  the  Marquis  de  Ln  Fnyttl.',  Mny  10.  IT^d.  Writinps, 
vol.  ix.  |>.  Ifi3. 
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spccclies  iiKuk'  ;i  strong-  iiiij^rcssioii  on  liis  In'iircrs  C  II  A  ]•. 

■                                 •                                        III 
I'roin   his   piactical   knowledge,  liis  excellent  sense,   , [_ , 

and  liis  manifest  integrity.  "  I  never,"  says  Jefferson,  iTT.j. 
"  heard  either  General  Washington  or  Dr.  Franklin 
"  speak  ten  minutes  at  a  time,  nor  to  any  but  the 
*'  main  point,  knowing  that  the  little  ones  would 
*'  follow  of  themselves."*  At  the  second  Congress 
the  remembrance  of  Washington's  conduct  at  the 
first  combined  with  his  military  services  to  point 
him  out  as  best  qualified  for  the  oHice  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief There  were  other  considerations 
also.  The  four  New  l-Jigland  States  had  been  the 
first  to  begin  the  war,  and  the  foremost  in  their 
preparations  to  maintain  it  ;  so  that  it  seemed  a 
stroke  of  policy  to  draw  in  some  one  of  the  Southern 
States,  as  Virginia,  more  closely  with  them  by  se- 
lecting the  General  from  that  quarter.  Thus  all 
the  deputies  from  New  England  contrary  to  expec- 
tation, and  much  to  the  honour  of  their  public  spirit, 
took  the  lead  in  urging  the  merits  of  Washington  ; 
and  his  name  being  formally  proposed,  and  a  ballot 
called  for,  it  appeared  that  he  was  unanimously 
chosen.  He  was  to  hold  the  rank  of  General-in- 
Chief,  and  receive  the  pay  of  five  hundred  dollars 
per  month;  and  under  him  were  named  four  officers 
with  the  rank  of  Major-General,  and  eight  with  the 
rank  of  Brigadier. 

The    inmost    thoughts    of  Washington   at   this 
anxious  period  are  shown  in  his  letter  to  his  wife  f, 

*  Memoirs  and  Corrcspomlciicc,  vol.  i.  p.  50.  cd.  1829. 
f   Dated  June  IS.  1775.     Writings  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 


74  nisTDiiv   or   i:N(;i.\Nn 

('  11  A  r.  thr  only  one  dI"  liis  li-ttiTs  to  tliiit  lady  wliicli  has 
.  '  ■  ,  been  pii'M  rvcd  ;  "  Vou  ina\  hiTu'xc  nic",  my  dear 
177.'>.  "  l^lt<^\■,  when  I  assure  you  in  tlic  most  soK-mn 
"  nianiRr  that  so  far  Iroin  seeking  this  appoint- 
"  nient  I  have  used  every  endeavour  in  my  power 
**  to  avoid  it,  not  oiilv  t'lom  my  uiiwilhngness  to 
"  ]Kut  Avitli  you  and  tlie  lainily,  but  from  a  eon- 
"  seiousncss  of  its  being  a  trust  too  great  for  my 
"  capaeity,  and  tliat  I  should  enjoy  more  real  hap- 
*'  piness  in  one  month  with  you  at  home  than  I 
"  have  the  most  distant  prospect  of  finding  abroad 
"  if  my  Any  were  to  be  seven  times  seven  years. 
"  But  as  it  has  been  a  kind  of  destiny  that  has 
"  thrown  me  upon  this  service,  I  shall  hope  that 
"  my  undertaking  it  is  designed  to  answer  some 
"  good  purpose,  ....  and  I  shall  rely  therefore 
"  confidently  on  that  Providence  which  has  here- 
*'  tofore  preserved  and  been  ])ountiful  to  me." 

Next  day  after  his  election  Washington  rising 
from  his  place  in  the  Congress  expressed  his  cor- 
dial thanks,  and  undertook  the  high  trust  conferred 
upon  him.  Ijut  at  the  same  time  he  declared 
]»is  resolution  to  decline  the  salary  jiroposed,  and 
to  accept  no  more  than  the  repayment  of  Ins  own 
expenses,  of  which  he  })romised  to  keep  an  exact 
account.  'J'o  this  determination  with  respect  to 
])ay  or  profit  Washington  steadily  adlu  ii'd  ;  and 
thus  ader  eight  aiduous  years  of  the  cliief  com- 
mand he  went  out  no  richer  than  he  came  in,  and 
no  pooiiT.  Mrs.  \\'ashington  used  to  join  hc-r  hus- 
band every  ^ear  in  winter-ciuarfers,   and   return   to 
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Mount  Wi'non  AvluMU-Ncr  tlic  caninaiL^ii  coinincncfd.   ('  II  A  1'. 

,           ,       .              I.I  I. 
To  his  ai^cnt   at  Mount  Vernon  \v(>   liiul  \\  a^liini;-  > , 

ton    Miilc    nlcan^vhilc  in  the   most   kindly    spirit  :      ''"'• 

"   Let  the  hospitality  of  the  house  ^vith  respect  to 

"  the  poor  he  kept  up.     Let  no  one  go  liungry 

"  away You  arc  to  consider  that  neither 

"  myself  nor  wile  is  now  in   the  way  to  do  these 

"  good  offices."  * — Thus  also  as  to  the  culture  of 

his  lands  the  General,  even   amidst  the  most  stir- 

ling  and  eventful   scenes   of  the   war,   sent  most 

minute  instructions,  and  recpiired  in  return  frequent 

and  full  reports.      It  was  to  this  beloved  home  of 

Mount  Vernon,  and  to  the  hope  of  again  enjoying 

it,  that  at  any  brief  interval  of  leisure  the  thoughts 

of  Washington    ever   fondly   turned.     There   was 

certainly  no  period  in  his  career  when   he  would 

not  have  joyfully  exchanged — had  his  high  sense 

of  duty  allowed  him — the  cares  of  public  for  the 

ease  of  private  hfe.     And  this  wish  for  retirement, 

strong  and  sincere  as  it  was  in  Washington,  seems 

the  more  remarkable  since  it  was  not  with  him,  as 

with  so  many  other  great  men,   prompted  in  any 

degree  by  the  love  of  literature.     He  was  not  like 

Cicero,  when  shrinking  in  aflVight  from  the  storms 

which  rent  the  Commonwealth,  and  reverting  with 

fond  regret  to  the  well-stored  library  of  Atticus, 

*  To  Liiml  Washington,  November  2G.  ITTo.  It  is  remark- 
able as  a  peculiarity  of  lanfruage  at  tliat  period  or  in  that 
country  that  Washington  writing  to  his  land-agent  and  own 
relative  speaks  of  his  intended  yearly  remuneration  not  as 
"  salary,"  but  as  "  wages." 
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C  II  A  P.   and    to    liis    own  faxouriU'   litllc    scat    hcncatli    the 

, ^_ ,  \ni>\  of  Aristotle  *  ; — lio  ^v;ls  not  like  (."laivndon  at 

i~~''>-  Montpt'llier,  ^vlH'Il  he  tinned  tVoni  ati  iinii;raterul 
aixe,  not  worthy  of  his  virtue,  and  indited  for  all 
time  to  eoine  his  immortal  History.  Neither 
readinu'  nor  writing  as  siieh  had  any  charms  l()r 
Washington.  lUit  he  was  zcaloii-ly  devoted  to 
the  earliest  and  most  needful  of  all  the  toils  of 
man, — he  loved  to  be  a  feeder  of  flocks  and  a  tiller 
of  the  ground. 

It  has  been  justly  remarked  that  of  General 
Washington  there  are  fewer  anecdotes  to  tell  than 
])erhaps  of  any  other  great  man  on  record.  So 
equally  framed  were  the  features  of  his  mind,  so 
harmonious  all  its  proportions,  that  no  one  quality 
rose  salient  above  the  rest.  There  were  none  of 
those  chequered  hues,  none  of  those  warring  emo- 
tions, in  which  biography  delights.  There  was 
no  contrast  of  lights  and  shades,  no  flickering  of 
the  flame  ;  it  was  a  mild  light  that  seldom  dazzled, 
but  that  ever  cheered  and  warmed.  His  contem- 
poraries or  his  close  observers,  as  Mr.  .Idlerson  and 
Mr.  (lallitinf,  assert  that  he  had  natmally  strong 
})assions,  but  had  attained  complete  mastery  over 
them.  In  self-control  indeed  he  has  never  been 
surpassed.     If  sometimes  on  rare  occasions,  and  on 

•  '»  MaliKjue  in  ilhl  tuu  scdocula.  i|u;iiii  IkiIhs  siil)  imnginc 
**  Aristotclis,  scderr,  fiiKUii  in  istoniiii  m1I;"i  ciinili."  {('ir.  nd 
Alt.  Itb.  iv.  vp.  10.) 

f  Sir  Aij;^ustii9  Foster's  Notes  (unpublisliod).  I'.xtr.ids  in 
Qiir\rt<-rly  Itrvicw,  No.  cxxxv.  y.'.W). 
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stronji-  iirovocatioii,  (Iutc  was   wnmi;-  f'lDin    liim   a   c  II  A  l*. 

.                                             Ill 
hurst  ()(■  aiiL;c'r,  it  was   almost   instantly  (jiicllcd  1)\    , . 

the  doniinioii  of  his  will.  lie  decided  siirrly,  \"'>. 
though  he  delihcratcd  slowl}- ;  nor  could  any  ur- 
gency or  peril  move  him  fiom  his  serene  com- 
posure, Ids  calm  clear-headed  good  sense.  Inte- 
grity and  truth  \vere  also  ever  present  in  his  mind. 
Not  a  single  instance,  as  I  believe,  can  be  found 
in  his  whole  career  when  he  was  impelled  by  any 
but  an  upright  motive,  or  endeavoured  to  attain  an 
object  by  any  but  worthy  means.  Such  are  some 
of  the  high  qualities  wliich  have  justly  earned  for 
General  W'a.shington  the  admiration  even  of  the 
country  he  opposed,  and  not  merely  the  admiration 
but  the  gratitude  and  aflection  of  his  own.  Such 
was  the  pure  and  upright  spirit  to  which,  when  its 
toils  were  over  and  its  earthly  course  had  been 
run,  was  offered  the  unanimous  homage  of  the 
assembled  Congress,  all  clad  in  deep  mourning  for 
their  common  loss,  as  to  "  the  man  first  in  war, 
*'  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow 
"  citizens."*  At  this  day  in  the  United  States 
the  reverence  for  his  character  is,  as  it  should 
be,  deep  and  universal,  and  not  confined,  as  with 
nearly  all  our  English  statesmen,  to  one  party,  one 
province,  or  one  creed.  Such  reverence  for  \\'ash- 
ington  is  felt  even  by  those  who  wander  lint  best 
from  the  paths  in  which  he  trod.  A  President 
when  recommending  measures  of  aggression   and 

*  Resolutions  of  Congress  moved  by  John  Marsluill,    De- 
cember 19.  1799. 
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(  II  \  1'.  inv;i>i()n  can  still  \\'\'vv  to  liim  wlio.-c  rule  was 
t  '  '  .  (.'vcr  to  arm  oiil\  in  scir-di-HiK-c  as  to  "  tlu'  greatest 
ITTo.  "  and  \)v<[  of  nun!"*  States  which  exult  in 
tlieir  bankruptcy  as  a  \nnoi'  of  their  superior 
shrewchiess,  and  have  devised  "  Repudiation "  as 
a  newer  and  more  graceful  term  for  it,  yet  look 
up  to  their  great  General  —  the  wvy  soul  of  good 
faith  and  lionour  —  with  their  reverence  unim- 
paired I  Politicians  who  rejoice  in  seeing  the  Black 
man  the  property  and  chattel  of  the  White,  and 
desire  to  rank  that  state  of  things  amongst  their 
noblest  "  Institutions,"  arc  yet  willing  to  forgive 
or  to  forget  how  \\'ashington  pra3'ed  to  God  that 
a  spirit  to  set  free  the  slave  might  speedily  dif- 
fuse itself  amidst  his  countrymen  I  Thus  may 
it  be  said  of  this  most  virtuous  man  what  in  days 
of  old  was  said  of  Virtue  herself,  that  even  those 
who  depart  most  widely  from  her  precepts  still 
keep  holy  and  bow  down  to  her  name. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  ofiicers  appointed 
by  the  Congress  to  act  under  Washington  with 
the   rank  of  Brigadier  or  Major-(ieneral  were  not 

all    Americans  by   birth Horatio   Ciates   was    an 

Knglishman,  and  a  godson  of  I  lorace  M'alpole  f, 
having  reached  the  rank  of  Major  in  the  British 
service. — Charles  Lee  was  another  I'Jiglishman,  a 

•  Message  of  President  Polk,  Dcocnilxr  Is  17, 

t  On  the   22(1   of  Marcli   1T()2   Waljujlc   writes   (o  Gcorfjo 

Moiita;,'H  :  *•  P<Tliai)8  you   n>ay  think  nu-  proud,  hut   you    don't 

•'  know  that  I  Inul  sonic  share  in  the   reduction  of  Martinico  ; 

"  tlic  ••xpress  was  brought  hy  my  godson,  Mr.  Horatio  (Jatcs!" 
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convspoiukiit    ol'    l)iiikc>    and    ( 'liarlcmoiit  *,    and   ("  il  A  I'. 

l»olding  a  Royal  Coininission  as  (Joloiul   Nvliicli   lie  ^ ^^ ^ 

HOW  resigned.  —  Montgomery,  avIio    had    likewise      177.3. 
served  in  our  ranks,  was  a  native  of  the  north  of 
Ireland. 

Throughout  tlie  twelve  colonics,  with  only  slight 
exceptions,  the  decisions  of  the  Congress  both  as 
to  measures  and  appointments  were  readily  adopted 
and  obeyed.  In  nearly  all  it  may  be  said  that  the 
established  Royal  government  fell  without  a  blow. 
'I'he  (iovernors  took  to  flic:ht  or  souG:ht  refui2;e  on 
board  a  King's  ship,  while  their  partisans  found 
themselves  far  outnumbered  and  ()\er-matched,  and 
their  place  was  supplied  by  Committees  of  Safety 
or  by  the  popular  chiefs  of  each  Assembly. 

The  appointment  of  Washington  as  General-in- 
Chief  took  place  on  the  15th  of  June.  Six  days 
afterwards  His  Excellency  (for  thus  was  he  ad- 
dressed on  service)  set  out  to  assume  the  command 
of  the  army  ennaored  in  the  blockade  of  Boston. 
JUit  durinrr  that  interval  events  of  no  common  im- 
portance  had  there  occurred.  At  the  close  of  ^lay 
and  beginning  of  June  the  expected  reinforcements 
from  England  had  arrived.  They  were  headed  by 
General  Burgoyne,  General  William  Howe,  the 
brother  of  Lord  Howe,  and  General  Henry  Clinton, 

*  Seo,  for  cxanipl<\  in  Hardy's  Life  of  Charleraont  the  letter 
dated  June  1.  17Go,  in  wliicli  Lee  ^ives  more  suo  a  most  pre- 
judiced ainl  passionate  account  of  Poland.  "  Were  I,"  sajs 
lie,  "  to  call  the  common  people  brutes,  I  should  injure  tlie 
*'  quadi  uped  creation  !  " 
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('  II   \  1'.   (.|]icir>  who,  as  will  Ix-  seen   luicafu  r,  bore  a  prin- 

^ ,  cipal    j^art    \n   the   sul)<i'(|iKnt    transactions   of  tlic 

177 '>.  war.  ]\y  tliis  accession  tlic  whole  force  under 
(ieneral  (iaijc  as  Coniniander-in-C'hief  was  raised 
to  nearly  ten  thousand  ini-n.  W  ith  these  troops — 
which  were  courageous  and  well  disciplined,  and 
■which  should  ha\e  hvvn  well  connnanded, — an  at- 
tack might  have  been  made  with  every  prospect  of 
complete  success  against  the  bodies  of  American 
militia,  superior  in  mere  nunibers,  but  extended 
along  a  line  of  ten  miles,  not  being  as  yet  inured 
to  arms,  and  not  having  as  yet  among  them  any 
general  in  whom  the}-  felt  entire  conHdence.  Either 
conciliation  or  else  conquest  should  have  been 
strenuously  pursued.  But  it  was  the  bane  of 
Ijigland  not  merely  on  this  occasion,  but  through- 
out the  whole  early  part  of  this  war,  to  have  for 
chiefs  men  brave  indeed  and  honourable,  skilled 
in  the  details  of  the  service,  and  zealous  for  Old 
England  and  King  George,  but  in  genius  fitted 
only  for  a  second  place,  not  gifled  by  Nature 
with  that  energy  and  firmness  essential  for  a  chief 
command.  Take,  lor  instance,  the  career  of  Bur- 
goyne.  lie  was  an  illegitimate  son  of  Lord 
Bingley,  and  had  raised  his  fortune  by  a  run-away 
match  with  a  daugiiter  of  the  I'.arl  of  Derby.*  In 
Portugal  he  had  served  with  much  distinction  ; 
at  Preston  he  had  been  a  candidate  at  the  expense, 

*  II.  Wiilimle  to  the  KeV'  W.  Mason,  ()ctol)(>r  '».  1777.  Sec 
the  seriea  of  letters  published  in  Is.'jI,  \u1.  i.  p.  .]l(j.  Sec  also 
a  notr  to  WoodfiiM's  Junius,  vol.ii.  jt.  07.  ctl.  ISlL'. 
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it  Avas  said,  of  no  less  than  ten   thousand  jiounds.  c  ii  a  I'. 

Ill    wai- liis   hia\(.'r\-   \vas   nc\cr  (iiK'stioncd,  and    in        '" 

civil  life  he  was  gifted  witli  many  high  aceoniplish-       177.J. 

nients ;    a    fluent   speaker   in    Parliament,    and    an 

agreeable    writer  of  plays.      His    comedy    "  The 

*'  Heiress"    is    still     acted    \silh    applause.       But 

judging  by  the  event  at  least  we  might  be  tempted 

to    apply    to    him    those    humorous    words,    with 

%vhich   another    playwright  —  no   less   a   one   than 

Lope  de  \'ega —  describes  himself  during  liis  own 

days  of  soldiery, —  as  a  man  who  in  his  youth  had 

done  nothing,  and  who  since  his  youth   had  done 

less  !  *    Of  the  other  chiefs  some  might  be  superior 

to  Burgoyne  but  all  were  far  from  equal  to  Clive  ; 

and  in  an  evil  hour  for  the  military  fame  of  England, 

though  happily  perhaps  as  sparing  the  protraction 

of  an  inevitable  issue,  Lord  Clive  had   fallen   by 

his  own  hand  only  six  months  before.     There  was 

wanting  in  the  Cabinet  that  energy  which  enables 

a  Prime  Minister  to  discard  the  rules  of  seniority 

in  the  selection  of  a  general.     There  was  wanting 

in  short  a  master-mind  like  Chatham's  to  discover 

and  call  forth  a  master-mind  like  Wolfe's. 

On   the   arrival    of  his   reinforcements   General 
Gage  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  martial    law 

*  See  the  commencement  of  the  Petition  whieli  Lope  in  his 
old  age  addressed  to  Philip  IV. : 

"  Lope  dice,  Senor,  que  a  vuestro  abuclo 
"  Sirvio  en  Ynglaturra  con  la  cspaila, 
"  Y  aunque  con  clla  c/itnnces  no  liizit  tidda, 
"  Meiios  dfspues,  mas  t'uc  valiente  el  zelo." 

(Obras,  vol.  xvii.  p.  401.) 
VOL.  vr.  G 
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C  II  A  r.  to  \k'  in  loici'  hut  ollriin^  a  iVcc  ))ai(lon  to  all  who 
'■"•  would  lav  down  lliiir  amis,  excepting  only  .lolni 
177.1.  Ihuuock  and  Samuel  Adams,  whose  otVenccs 
were  desrrihed  as  tt)o  flagitious  to  he  thus  for- 
given.—  No  result  of  any  kind  attended  the  publi- 
cation of  this  Manifesto,  except  perhaps  an  increase 
of  enterprise  on  the  jiart  of  the  Americans. — 
Opposite  to  l^oston  stands  the  small  town,  or 
rather  perhaps  the  suburb,  of  Charleston,  severed 
from  the  capital  by  an  arm  of  the  sea,  which  for 
breadth  has  been  compared  to  the  Tliames  at 
London  Bridge.  Charleston,  like  l^oston  itself, 
is  built  at  the  extremity  of  a  peninsula,  which  is 
joined  to  the  Continent  by  a  neck  or  narrow  strip 
of  land.  "Within  tliis  peninsula  of  Charleston 
the  ground  rises  in  two  uneven  ridges ;  the  one 
nearest  to  Boston  called  Breed's  Hill ;  the  other, 
more  remote,  Bunker's  Hill.  Important  as  this 
position  appeared  to  the  security  of  Boston  it  had 
liitherto  been  neglected  bv  General  Gage.  The 
Americans,  more  alert,  now  resolved  to  occupy  it. 
On  the  evening  of  the  l6th  of  June  they  sent  a 
body  of  their  Militia  along  Charleston  Neck, 
with  directions  to  intrench  themselves  on  Bunker's 
Hill,  '^riie  troops  marched  accordingly,  but  by 
some  mistake  as  to  their  orders  they,  instead  of 
lUmker's,  took  possession  of  Breed's  Hill.  M'ork- 
ing  all  night  tluy  threw  up  a  s(iuare  redouht  on 
the  summit  of  the  giouiid  ;  Avorking  so  secretly, 
Ijowever,  as  not  to  give  the  least  alarm  to  several 
ships  of  war  that    were  anchored  at    no  great  dis- 


rito.M  TiiK  ri;.\(;K  of   i  rui;(  iir.  ,s;j 

(mice   IVoiii   (liciii.      W  licii  oil   till'   iiioniiiii^  of  the   (   II  A  r. 
17th  llic   break   oC  day  discovered  tlicir   position,  ^    _ Jj 
a   heavy  cannonade  was  opened  upon   them   iroin       ITT'^. 
the  Lively  sloop,  and  lioin  Copp's  Hill  in  Boston  ; 
but  this  the  Americans  sustained  veiy  calmly,  and 
in  spite  of  it  completed  their  intrenchment. 

As  the  position  of  Breed's  Hill  overlooked  the 
town  of  Boston,  General  Gage  thought  it  necessary 
to  drive  the  Americans  from  it.  With  tliis  view 
he  sent  over  in  boats  a  division  of  his  arni}^  com- 
manded by  General  Howe.  The  troops  landed 
towards  noon,  but  perceiving  the  Americans  wait 
Ibr  them  with  lirmiiess,  (ieneral  Howe  applied  for 
a  reinforcement,  which  was  despatched  accordingly 
and  which  raised  his  whole  numbers  to  above  two 
thousand  men.  During  this  interval  the  Americans 
also  received  from  their  main  army  a  large  accession 
of  force,  led  on  by  Dr.  Joseph  Warren  the  physician 
of  Boston,  who  had  lately  become  the  President  of 
the  Massachusetts  Congress,  and  been  raised  (by 
his  own  authority  in  fact)  to  the  rank  of  Major 
(Jeneral. — Then  all  preparations  being  completed, 
the  British  troops  slowly  advanced  up  the  hill, 
formed  in  two  lines  and  under  cover  of  a  heavv  fire 
of  cannon  and  howitzers.  Their  right  was  headed 
by  Cieneral  Howe  ;  their  left  by  Brigadier  General 
Bigot.  As  the  left  marched  forward  it  was  greatly 
galled  in  flank  by  musketry  from  Charleston,  a 
body  of  American  riflemen  having  been  posted 
in  the  houses  ;  upon  which  by  Howe's  order  the 
town  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  ;  an  act  after- 

G  •-' 
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r  11  A  r.  wards  urgt-il  :igain>t  tlu-  Miigli-^h,  tliougli  Miivly 
'■''^  witliout  good  reason,  as  a  wanton  and  barbarous 
177,",.  outrage.  ()\ci-  thi'^e  painfid  scenes  oi'  eivil  strife 
and  desolation  was  ])()iired  the  unclouded  ctl'ul- 
gencc  of  a  midday  and  niid-sununer  sun.  General 
Hurgoyne  who  was  gazing  ui)on  them  from  one 
of  the  batteries  at  Boston  has  described  them  in  a 
private  letter  with  no  shght  dramatic  force.  "And 
•*  now,"  says  he,  "  endued  one  of  the  greatest 
"  scenes  of  war  that  can  be  conceived.  If  we  look 
**  to  the  height  Howe's  corps,  ascending  the  hill  in 
"  the  face  of  intrenchments  and  in  a  very  disadvan- 
"  tageous  ground,  was  much  engaged  ;  to  the  Icfl^ 
"  the  enemv  pouring  in  fresh  troops  by  thousands 
"  over  the  land  ;  and  in  the  arm  of  the  sea  our 
**  ships  and  floating  batteries  cannonading  them  ; 
"  straight  before  us  a  large  and  noble  town  in 
"  one  great  blaze  ; — and  the  church-steeples  being 
*'  timber  were  great  pyramids  of  tii'e  above  the 
♦<  rest — behind  us  the  church-steeples  and  heights 

•  "  of  our  own  camp  covered  with  spectators  of  the 

**  rest  of  our  army  which  was  engaged  ;  the  hills 
"  round  the  country  also  covered  with  spectators  ; 
"  the  cncniN"  all  in  anxious  suspense;  tiie  I'oar  of 
"  cannon,  mortars,  and  niu-^kitry  ;  tlic  crash  of 
"  churches,  ships  upon  the  stocks,  and  whole 
*'  streets  falling  together  to  fill  the  ear;  the  storm 
•'  of  the  redoubts  with  the  objects  above  described 
*'  to  fill  tlieeye;  and  the  reflection  that  jn-rhaps 
*'  a  defeat  was  a  final  l<>>s  to  the  Ihiti^h  empire  in 
*•   America  to   fill    the   mind  ;    made    the    whole   a 
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"  j)i('tiuv  1111(1  ;i  complication  of"  horror  and  iinj)()r-   c  il  \  i*. 

"  taiu'c    beyond   anything  tliat  ever  came  to   my   ^ |_" 

"  lot  to  witness."  *  177'^. 

When  the  I'Jiglish  approached  the  summit  of 
Breed's  Hill  the  Americans  encountered  them  with 
great  coolness  and  determination,  reserving  their 
fire  till  within  eighty  or  an  hundred  3^ards  and 
then  pouring  it  with  deadly  aim.  Then  were 
blown  tt)  the  winds  the  silly  predictions  of  Lord 
Sandwich  and  Colonel  Grant  as  to  the  alleged 
deficiency  of  courage  in  the  colonists;  predictions 
which,  besides  being  in  this  case  utterly  fldse  and 
groundless,  have  always  a  manifest  tendency  to  de- 
feat themselves.  Such  predictions,  it  is  plain,  had 
not  been  forgotten  by  those  whose  honour  they 
assailed.  It  is  said  that  when  one  of  the  English 
regiments  drew  nearer  than  the  rest  many  of  the 
Americans  opposite  called  out  to  its  commanding 
officer,  "  Colonel  Abcrcrombie,  are  the  Yankees 
"  cowards?" — and  most  clearly  they  were  not. 
On  the  other  hand  the  British  troops  had  grievous 
odds  against  them.  By  the  unskilful  direction  of 
their  chiefs  they  were  encumbered  with  three  days 
provision,  and  their  knapsacks  on  their  backs. 
Under  this  heavy  load  and  beneath  a  burning  sun 
they  had  toiled  up  a  rugged  hill  covered  with  long- 
grass  reaching  to  their  knees  and  intersected  b}- 
various  fences  and  inclosures  ;  and  instead  of  being 

*  General  Burgoync  to  Lord  Stanley,  June  2o.  177o.  This 
letter  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  will  be  found 
reprinted  in  the  American  Archives. 
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C  II  A  r.   hiouLllit    to    att:ick    llii-    AiiUTifaii    I'nvcv    in    flilllk, 
,  .  \vliiih   would   liavc    \)vvi\    c-(]ually  (.•tlc'ctiial  l()r  dis- 

177.',.  lodfriiiir  it,  tlu-y  had  hicii  Ud  on  diivftly  in  front, 
wluTc  tlic  ascent  was  steepest  and  where  the  in- 
trenclinient  was  stroni^est.  M'itli  these  previous 
disadvantages,  and  now  exposed  to  the  close  and 
well-directed  tire  of  their  eiuMny,  they  wavered, 
u:a\-e  wav,  and  fell  hack  in  disorder  towards  the 
lanchng  place.  Here  they  were  (piickly  rallied  hy 
their  otlicers,  and  a  second  time  led  up  to  the 
charge.  But  by  another  blunder  of  those  placed 
in  authority  over  them,  a  supply  of  ball  lor  the 
field  artillery  being  sent  from  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment at  Boston  was  found  to  be  of  larger  dimen- 
sions than  fitted  the  calibres  of  the  guns  ;  and  this 
oversight  of  course  prevented  the  further  use  of 
the  field  artillery  that  day.  Again  did  the  Ame- 
ricans from  behind  their  intrcnchments  pour  upon 
them  a  destructive  fire.  Again  were  they  repulsed 
and  driven  in  confusion  down  the  hill.  At  this 
critical  moment  General  Clinton,  without  waiting 
for  orders,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  small  de- 
tachment (two  battalions)  whicli  hastened  over  in 
boats  liorn  Ho>ton.  The  reiiiforceinent  though 
small  was  most  seasonable,  and  the  presence  of 
Clinton  himself  proved  of  material  service  in  rally- 
ing the  soldiers  and  jireparini;-  tluin  f()r  another 
onset.  To  that  onset,  the  third  and  last,  wearv 
as  they  were,  thc-\'  rushed  up  with  irresistible  im- 
petuosity and  carrying  the  enemy's  redoubt  at  the 
])oint  of  the  bayonet.     \\y  this  time  the  Americans' 
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supply  of  powder   luul    1)('l;uii    to    liiil  ;    still    they   CHAT. 

fought  on  bravely,  and  t-vcii,  it  is  said,  iii.iiiif aim d   , 1_ , 

the  contest  with  their  cluhhcd  nuiskets,  until  at  '"'^■'• 
last  they  were  dislodged  and  put  to  flight. 
'I'hough  retreating  in  utter  disarray  there  was  no 
more  than  a  show  of  pursuit  against  them,  hut 
they  suffered  severely  in  passing  Charleston  Neck 
from  the  cross  fire  of  two  floating  batteries  and 
of  the  Gloucester  man-of-war.  And  thus,  only 
changing  the  numbers  but  retaining  the  phrase  of 
a  gallant  officer  in  relating  another  gallant  exploit, 
we  may  say  that,  "the  remnant  of  five  and  twenty 
"  hundred  unconquerable  British  soldiers  stood 
"  triumphant  on  the  fatal  hill  I"* 

Such  was  the  battle  which  not  quite  aptly,  con- 
sidering the  disposition  of  the  ground,  has  received 
from  the  neighbouring  height  the  name  of  Bunker's 
Hill.  The  loss  of  the  British  was  immense  con- 
sidering their  number  engaged.  Of  that  number 
wellnigh  one  half  had  fallen  ;  above  220  killed ; 
above  820  wounded.     The  Americans   as  havin^- 

o 

fought  from  behind  intrenchmcnts  suffered  far  less 
severely  ;  according  to  their  own  account  their 
entire  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  under  450. 
None  among  their  slain  was  more  lamented  than 
their  Doctor-General  Warren ;  a  man  in  the  prime 
of  life,  of  tried  energy,  great  powers  of  persuasion, 
and  highly  promising  abilities. 

*  TIic  phrase  is  General  Napier's,  in  his  spirit-stirring- 
narrative  of  tlic  day  of  Allmora.  (Peninsular  "War,  vol.  iii. 
p.  041.) 
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i'H.\r.       'riu-   Aincrioins   at    tliat    pi-riod  — and    some    of 

^ '  "•    ,  tlu-m  cw'U    to    tlu'    pii-si'iil  (lay — liavf  claimed  the 

177.3.  battle  ot"  Hunker's  Hill  as  a  victory.  Yet  con- 
sidering that  the  British  were  lefV  in  possession  of 
the  ijround  and  maintained  it  for  several  months 
to  come,  and  con^iderinLi;  also  that  of  six  pieces  of 
artillery  which  the  Ameiicans  brought  into  action 
they  carried  away  but  one,  there  can  surely  be  no 
question  that  according  to  the  rules  of  war  they 
must  be  considered  as  defeated.  —  It  may  be 
acknowledged,  however,  that  none  of  the  more 
substantial  fruits  of  success  were  on  this  occasion 
gathered  by  the  English.  The  peninsula  of 
Charleston  proved  but  a  barren  acquisition  to 
them  since  it  was  comprised  in  the  blockade  of 
Boston  by  the  enemy's  lines.  And  General  Wash- 
ington arriving  at  head  (piarters  about  a  fortnight 
afterwards,  and  assuming  the  chief  command,  imme- 
diately applied  himself  to  strengthen  and  support 
those  lines  by  throwing  up  new  intrenchments, 
stationing  new  outposts,  and  adopting  every  other 
precaution,  so  far  as  his  means  allowed,  to  hem  in 
the  British  troops  and  prevent  them  from  issuing 
forth  as  invaders  of  the  open  country. 

Not  merely  did  the  Americans  at  that  ]H'riod 
boldly  claim  the  victory  at  Bunker's  Hill;  they 
also  indulged  in  the  widest  latitude  of  statement 
as  to  the  relative  I'oreis  tlurc-  engaged.  One  ac- 
count, for  example,  published  in  Hhode  Island, 
swells  the  British  to  fwv  thousand  wiiile  rcducintr 
the  Americans  to  two  thousand  men, — thus  nearly 
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iincrtiiiL;-    tin-    true    miinhcrs  ! — But    not    satisfied   (II  A  1'. 
even  witli  this  Ncrsioii,  wi-  find  Mr.  Isaac  r.otlii(jj),  , _"_ 


a  nuMiibcr  of  {hv  Massachusetts  Congress,  who  177.',. 
writes  two  (hi^s  hiter,  descant  on  "  our  ])rave 
"  httle  army  consisting  of  about  five  hundred  men 
"  at  most!"*  The  more  judicious  and  candid 
Amei-iean  liistorians  liave  since  admitted  their 
troops  to  liave  amounted  to  four  thousand,  j  But 
if  we  may  rely  on  the  official  lelation  addressed 
by  (jeneral  (J age  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
British  in  this  battle  were  opposed  by  "  above 
"  three  times  their  own  number," — that  is,  by 
upwards  of  seven  thousand  men.  ;|; 

In  this  battle  there  was  no  charge  or  complaint 
against  the  British  chiefs  for  want  of  spirit,  but  it 
is  manifest  that  they  showed  a  want  of  skill.  On 
the  American  side  however  the  officers  did  not 
upon  the  whole  behave  so  bravely  as  the  men. 
General  Washington,  on  reaching  the  camp  shortly 
afterwards,  made  a  strict  inquiry,  and  reports  the 
result  as  follows  in  a  confidential  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress  :  "  Upon  my  arrival  and 
"  since  some  complaints  have  been  preferred 
"  against  officers  for  cowardice  in  the   late  action 

•   See  the  American  Arcliivcs,  vol  ii.  p.  103G  and  1089. 

t    Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  ii.  p.  214.  ed.  1805. 

X  Despatch  to  the  Karl  of  Dartmouth,  June  25.  London 
Gazettes,  July  25.  1775.  By  the  French  the  very  lowest  esti- 
mate is  still  admitted  — at  least  in  their  works  of  fiction.  Thus 
we  find  in  the  Bo/tcmicnne  of  3L  Scribe,  " — Bunker's  Hill  cete 
"  redoute  on  j'ai  vu  six  cents  Amcricains,  decides  a  mourir,  se 
"   defendre  contre  toute  I'armee  Anglaisc  ! " 
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CHAT.  "  on  liiinkir's  Hill.     'I'houi^h  tluic   were   several 

I. II.       ,      ,  .  ,"  1       •   • 

t  '*  stronii;  iMrc'imistaiu't"^  and  a  nctv  ncneral  opinion 

1775.  "  ngainbt  them,  none  liave  been  eondemned,  ex- 
'•  cept  11  Captain  C'allender  oi"  the  artillery,  who 
*'  was  ininiediately  eashiered.  I  have  been  sorry 
"  to  lind  it  an  uneontradicted  faet  that  the  prin- 
"  eipal  failure  of"  duty  that  day  was  in  the  offiecrs, 
'*  though  many  ot"  them  distinguished  themselves 
"  by  their  gallant  behaviour.  The  soldiers  gene- 
*'  rally  showed  great  spirit  and  resolution."* 

Even  before  the  hostilities  at  Lexington  the  more 
fiery  spirits  in  America  had  openly  relinquished 
all  idea  of  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country. 
iSo  early  as  the  2.'kl  of  March,  Patrick  Henry, 
addressing  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  had  in  a 
celebrated  speech  exclaimed  :  "  As  to  peace,  Sir, 
"  there  is  no  longer  any  room  lor  hoj)e.  Il"  we 
"  wish  to  be  free — we  must  fight  I  I  repeat  it,  Sir, 
"  we  must  fight  !  An  appeal  to  arms  and  to  the 
"  God  of  Hosts  is  all  that  is  left  us  !  "f  But  such 
was  not  the  feeling  of  many  other  of  the  delegates, 
even  after  Lexington,  when  tluy  met  in  Congress. 
With  a  hii^her  sense  of  dutv  tluv  ditermined  to 
leave  open  the  door  for  a  reconciliation, — to  for- 
bear as  long  as  possible  from  any  step  of  aggres- 
sion  or  attack — and   to   confine    themselves   (per- 

•  Letter,  July  21.  177.'i,  Aiucrican  Anliivcs,  vol.  ii.  p.  1705. 
'I'lii-i  juisHajrc  is  altogether  omitted  in  Mr.  Sjmrks's  compilation. 
—  S<»mc  samples  of  the  manner  in  which  that  gentleman  has 
thou;4ht  himsi-lf  at  liberty  to  tamper  with  tin-  original  MSS. 
will  Ih;  founcl  in  the  Appendix  to  tlie  present  volume. 

t   Wirt's  Life  ori'atriek  Iknry,  p.  121.'. 
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li;ii)s   witli   ratlur  ;i   wide   interpretation)   to    nica-   <   li  A  i'. 

Ill 
sures    of  sell-dcience.      ()i)Iv    a    i'vw    days     afler  , ^_ , 

Congress  had  assejnhled,  their  tenipci-  on  this  ^~~''- 
siibjeet  liad  been  tried.  Of  the  expected  rein- 
forcements from  Enghmd,  some  it  was  thought 
were  destined  for  New  York  ;  and  the  delegates 
of  that  colony  hy  order  of  their  constituents  had 
applied  for  advice  how  to  conduct  themselves  on 
this  occasion.  The  Congress  agreed  to  recom- 
mend that  if  the  troops  arrived  they  should  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  barracks  so  long  as 
they  behaved  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that 
they  should  not  be  suffered  to  erect  fortifications 
or  to  cut  off  the  town  from  the  country,  and  that 
if  they  should  conmiit  hostilities  or  invade  pri- 
vate property,  the  inhabitants  should  defend  them- 
selves and  their  property  and  repel  force  by  force  ; 
that  meanwhile  the  warlike  stores  should  be  re 
moved  by  the  colonists ;  that  places  of  retreat  in 
case  of  necessity  should  be  provided  for  the  women 
and  children  of  New  York;  and  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  should  be  embodied  and  kept  in 
constant  readiness  for  protecting  the  inhabitants 
against  insult  or  injury. 

Still  more  marked  was  the  feeling  of  the  Con- 
gress when  there  came  the  news  how  without  their 
sanction  or  knowlege  the  volunteers  from  New- 
England  had  seized  the  forts  on  Lake  Champlain. 
rnwilling  to  censure  what  was  now  irrevocable, 
the  Congress  agreed  to  accept  the  inadequate 
excuses   offered   on   the  part  of  these  volunteers. 


0-  IIlSTdltV    OK    r.N(;LAM> 

Cll.vr.   and    Noti'tl,    not    jHrli:ii)s    in    pcrH'ct   good   faith  — 

, 1_ ,   "    \\  Ik  Teas   tluMV   is   indubitable   evidence    that    a 

177.',.  "  (k'sii^n  is  Ibrnu-d  by  tlie  British  Ministry  of 
"  making  a  cruel  invasion  Ironi  the  province  of 
''  (Quebec  upon  these  colonies  for  the  purpose  of 
*'  destroying  our  h\es  and  liberties — ".  They 
also  gave  orders  for  removing  to  a  place  of  secu- 
rity the  cannon  and  the  military  stores  which  had 
been  captured  in  Ticonderoga.  But  at  the  same 
time  they  resolved  :  "  That  an  exact  inventory 
"  be  taken  of  all  such  cannon  and  stores,  in  order 
"  that  they  may  be  safely  returned,  when  the 
"  restoration  of  the  former  harmony  between 
"  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  so  ardently 
"  wished  for  by  the  latter,  shall  render  it  prudent 
"  and  consistent  with  the  overruling  law  of  sclf- 
"  preservation."  And  on  the  1st  of  .lune  they 
passed  this  further  Resolution  :  "  That  as  this 
"  Congress  has  nothing  more  in  view  than  the 
"  defence  of  these  colonies,  no  expedition  or  in- 
"  cursion  ought  to  be  undertaken  or  made  by 
'*  any  colony  or  body  of  colonists,  against  or  into 
"  Cimada." 

At  that  period  then  the  Members  of  Congress 
continued  to  profess,  and  many  of  them  no  doubt 
continued  to  feel,  a  sense  of  loyal  duty  to  the 
Crown.  For  several  months  ensuing  they  avoided 
(and  none  more  carefully  than  Washington)  to 
mention  tlu'  troops  from  bjigland  as  the  Royal, 
and  calK-d  them  only  the  Ministerial,  army.  On 
thi-    stij   of  .Iul\-   tlu\-   signed   a  Petition   "to   the 
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"  King's     Most     Excellent     Majesty,"    declarinir   c  ll  A  I'. 

themselves  his  (lutiful    subjects,  and  prayinf^  that  , '^^ , 

His  Royal  magnanimity  and  benevolence  nii^ht  iTT.i. 
be  interposed  to  direct  some  mode  by  \vhich  the 
united  applications  of  his  faithful  colonists  might 
be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  recon- 
ciliation. "  Notwithstanding  our  sufTerings,"  they 
added,  "our  breasts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for 
*•  the  kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  origin, 
"  to  request  such  a  reconciliation  as  might  in  any 
'*  manner  be  inconsistent  with  her  dignity  or  her 
•'  welfare." — This  appeal,  which  if  unsuccessful 
they  resolved  should  be  their  last,  they  determined 
to  lay  before  their  Sovereign  by  the  most  solemn 
means  in  their  power,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Richard 
Penn,  one  of  the  Proprietaries  of  the  province  in 
which  the}'  were  assembled,  in  conjunction  with 
the  agents  for  the  colonics  in  England.  Mr.  Penn 
accordingly  sailed  homewards  on  this  important 
mission ;  a  mission  which  then  and  afterwards 
was  connnemorated  in  America  by  an  expressive 
phrase — "  the  Olive-branch." 

From  the  kindly  and  respectful  but  vague  and 
general  words  of  this  Petition  it  is  not  easy  to  dis- 
cover what  terms  at  that  juncture  the  Congress 
might  wish  to  propose  or  to  accept.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  considered  as  indispensable  the 
total  repeal  of  the  late  obnoxious  Statutes.  There 
is  no  doubt  also  that  they  desired  a  solenni  and 
final  compact  in  recognition  of  their  rights, — a 
compact  which  might  be  to  America  what  Magna 


f)  1  IIISTOHV    t)|     i;N{;i.AMt 

Cii  \  r.  Cliarla  had  \kvu  lo  Iliii^laiid.  A^  to  llic  conditions 
^  ^_^^_  ^  of  such  a  coinj)act  tlicrc  is  reason  lo  hclicvc  tliat 
177.').  tlicy  intciulcd  to  olVcr  an  alternative.  Eitlier  ihey 
wouUl  submit  as  heretofore  to  an  absolute  restric- 
tion of  their  trade  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother 
c()unti\-,  but  ill  that  case  they  Nvould  stipulate  tliat 
no  further  aid  or  contribution  of  any  kind  should 
ever  be  recjuired  from  them.  Or  else  they  would 
ai^ree  to  raise  through  their  own  Assemblies  their 
share  of  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  whole 
empire,  but  according  to  a  certain  rate,  so  that 
the  colonics  should  not  be  taxed  one  farthing  with- 
out a  security  that  Great  Britain  must  at  the  same 
time  tax  herself  in  a  still  heavier  proportion.  In 
that  case,  however,  the  Americans  would  expect 
to  be  relieved  of  all  restraints  on  tlieir  trade  and 
navigation,  and  be  empowered  to  regulate  such 
matters  without  regard  to  any  interests  besides 
their  own.*  On  these  terms,  or  on  terms  resem- 
bling these,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  even 
then — even  after  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill, — 
the  progress  of  c-i\il  war  might  ha\f  been  arrested, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  empire  miglit  have  been 
maintained. 

The  Petition  to  the  King  of  July  \77^>  'vviis 
drawn  up  by  John  Dickinson  and  adopted  nniinly 
through  his  influence.  1  do  not  c-all  in  cpiestion 
the  perfect  sincerity  and  honour  of  the  great  ma- 
jority  of  those   who    signed    it.      But  as  to  one   at 

•  Sec  the  American  Archives,  es|><  <ially  (wo  letters  ihited 
.June  20.  177.i.  (vol.  ii.  p.  103:{.) 


FROM    THK    I'KACK    OF    UTIll'.CIIT.  95 

least,  Dr.  I'Vankliii,    whose   name   appears    beneath   (   II  A  I'. 

it,  I  may  observe  that  its   expressions   of  "  tender  ^ ^_ , 

"  rei»anl  "  towards  tlie  niotlier  country  stand  (brtli  177.:. 
in  striking  contrast  with  some  other  expressions  in 
his  private  correspondence.  Ahnost  on  the  very 
day  that  FrankHii  siil)seribed  this  Petition  to  the 
King  lie  wrote  as  follows  to  a  former  friend  in 
London.  "  Mr.  Strahan  :  You  arc  a  Member  of 
"  Parliament  and  one  of  that  majority  which  has 
*'  doomed  my  country  to  destruction.  You  have 
"  begun  to  burn  our  towns  and  murder  our  people. 
*'  Look  upon  your  hands,  they  are  stained  with 
"  the  blood  of  your  relations !  You  and  I  were 
"  long  friends  ;  you  are  now  my  enemy,  and  I  am 

"    Yours,  l^FNJAMIN  I'UANKLIN."* 

The  Petition  to  the  King  was  by  no  means  the 
only  document  which  the  Congress  at  this  period 
]ircpared.  There  was  an  Address  to  the  people  of 
Cireat  Britain.  There  was  another  Address  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  There  was  a  Declaration  ordered 
to  be  read  aloud  to  their  assembled  troops  and 
public  bodies,  and  setting  forth  in  uncompromising 
language  the  causes  of  their  taking  up  arms.  At 
this  very  time  their  spirits  were  sustained  by  the 
accession  of  Georgia  ;  an  accession  which  had  been 
much  desired  and  long  delayed,  and  which  enabled 
them   to   speak   hencelbrward    in  the  name  of  the 

*  July  o.  1775;  Franklin's  Works,  vol.  viii.  p.  loo.  loan 
by  no  means  concur  with  his  last  American  editor  in  tliinkiii"' 
of  this  production  that  "in  truth  it  was  meant  to  be  nothing 
"  more  than  a  pleasantry  I" 


9()  lllSIOUV    (II-     1  N(;i   \M) 

C  II  A  r.    1  iiiuTF.KN   iMTi.i)  (oi  ()Mi:s,      'Vhv  saiiu'  shrewd  ol)- 

, ^'_ ,  server   \vli()>c   diatribe    to  Mr.  Stralum    I   luive    so 

'""'•  lati'lv  eited  hears  in  anothi-r  letter  a  striking  tes- 
timony to  the  earnestness  and  determination  ^vhiell 
lie  heheld  around  him.  "  (ircat  frugality  and  great 
"  industry  arc  now  heeome  ilishionahle  here. 
"  Gentlemen  who  u-ed  to  entertain  with  two  or 
*'  three  courses  pride  themselves  now  in  treating 
"  with  simple  beet'  and  pudding.  Thus  wc  shall 
*'  be  better  able  to  pay  our  voluntary  taxes  for 
"  the  support  of  our  troops."* 

The  troops  to  which  Franklin  here  refers  were 
indeed  in  such  a  state  as  to  require  all  the  aid  that 
zeal  could  prompt  or  that  money  could  supply. 
On  reaching  the  head  quarters  at  Cambridge, 
Washington  had  expected  to  lind  an  army  of 
twenty  thousand  men  ;  he  iound  no  more  than 
sixteen  thousand  on  the  rolls  ;  and  of  them  only 
fourteen  thousand  fit  for  duty.  Even  these  he  was 
obliged  to  describe  as  "  a  mixed  nudtitude  of 
"  people  under  very  little  order  or  government." 
The  men  had  no  uniforms,  but  continued  to  wear 
the  common  working  dresses  in  which  they  had 
come ;  a  deficiency  which  was  afterwards  in  some 
degree  remedied  by  a  supply  from  Congress  often 
thousand  hunting  shirts,  at  the  (ieneral's  suggestion. 
"  I  know  nothing,"  says  he,  "  in  a  speculative 
"  view  more  ti'ivial,  \ ft  iiotliiiig  which,  il"  put  in 
"   practice,  would  lia\f  a  lia])pier  tendency  to  unite 

•    Dr.  Franklin  t..  Dr.  I'rir-il.v,  I'liiliidrlphiM,  .luly  7.  I77'>. 
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"  tlic    uiL-n    and    abolish    their    iJroviiK'ial    di^tiiic-   <'II.\r. 

Ill 
*'  tions."  *     The  want,  ol' money  was  most  scvcrel}'   , ^_ , 

felt.  On  tlie  21st  of  September  Washington  le-  i""-^- 
ports  the  mihtary  chest  totally  exhausted  and  the 
Paymaster  \vitliout  one  single  dollar  in  hand.  For 
lack  of  commissaries  the  supplies  of  provisions 
Averc  both  insufficient  and  ill-distributed.  Va\- 
trenching-  tools  Avere  wanted  and  likewise  engi- 
neers. It  was  also  found  by  Washington  that  the 
late  action  at  Bunker's  Hill  inspired  with  much 
higher  spirits  those  who  declaimed  upon  it  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  who  by  unanswerable  arguments  proved 
it  an  undoubted  victory,  than  those  who  had 
closely  viewed  or  themselves  partaken  in  it.  With 
a  heavy  heart,  though  with  a  resolute  courage, 
Washington  while  making  known  his  wants  to 
Congress  could  not  conceal  from  them  that  there 
was  a  total  laxity  of  discipline  among  his  troops, 
and  that  the  greater  part  of  them  were  not  to  be 
relied  on  in  the  event  of  another  action. 

It  is  highly  to  the  honour  of  Washington,  la- 
bouring under  so  many  disadvantages,  to  have  yet 
achieved  so  much.  The  active  scenes  v,]iich  fol- 
lowed his  arrival  are  well  described  in  a  private 
letter  from  one  of  the  Chaplains  in  his  army. — 
"  There  is  great  over-turning  in  the  camp  as  to 
•'  order  and  regularity.  New  lords,  new  laws. 
"  The  Generals  Washington  and  Lee  arc  upon  the 
"  lines  every  day.     New  orders   from   His  ICxcel- 

*  Letters  to  his  brother,  July  27.  and  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  July  10.  ITTo. 

VOL.  VI.  H 
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(■  II  \  I'.   "  K'lU'V  -AW  ri;i(l  to  tlu"  ivsju'ctivc  roi^iincnts  every 

, ^^J ,   *'  iiioniiiii^  alter   pravers.      The   strictest    goveiii- 

ITTJ.      "  meiit    is   taking    place,  and   ti^reat   distinction   is 

"  made  between  ollicers  and  soldiers.     Kvcry  one 

"  is  made  to  know  his  place   and  keep  in  it,  or  be 

"  tied    up  and  receive   tliiity   or   forty  lashes  ac- 

"  cording   to  his  crime,     'riioiisands   are   at  work 

"  every  day   from   lour  till   eleven   o'clock  in  the 

"  morning.      It  is   surprising   how  much  work  has 

*'  been    done.       The    lines    arc    extended    almost 

"  from  Cambridge  to  Mystic  River,   so  that  very 

"  soon  it  will  be  morally  impossible  for  the  enemy 

"  to  get  between  the  works My  quarters 

"  arc  at  the  foot  of  the  famous  Prospect  Hills,  and 

"  it   is   very  diverting   to  walk   among   the   tents. 

"  They  are   as    different    in   their   form    as  their 

"  owners   are   in   their   dress,  and   every  tent  is  a 

"  portraiture   of  the  temper  and  taste  of  the  pcr- 

"  sons  who  encamp   in   it.     Some  are   of  boards, 

"  and  some  of  sail-cloth.     Some  partly  of  the  one, 

*'  and  partly  of  the  other.     Others  again  are  made 

*'  of  ^tone   and  turf,    brick   or   brush.      Some  are 

"  thrown  up  in  a  hurry,  others   curiously  wrought 

"  with  doors  and  windows,  done  with  wreaths  and 

"  withes   in  the  manner  of  a  basket.      Some   arc 

"  your  proper  tents   and   manpiccs,   looking  like 

"  the  regular  camp  of  the  enemy."  * 

•  LcttiT  of  tlic  I{i-v''.  William  Emerson,  printed  in  the  Ap- 
pcn<lix  to  Mr.  Sparks's  Wusliin^rtoti,  v<il.iii.  p.  l?)l.  ^Va^*llingto^ 
him.Hcir  speaks  of  "  incessant  labour,  .Sumlayd  not  excepted." 
fll.id.  p  IV.)  ) 
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Tlicrc  w;is   one   (Icficicncv,    however,   ^vhieh   no  <'  H  A  I*. 

.                             .           I. II. 
skill   in    Washington  could  retrieve  or  atone  for,  < ^ , 

and  wliieh  lie  could  only  endeaxour  to  conceal.  ^""•''• 
That  deficiency  was  of  powder.  The  first  state- 
ment made  to  him  on  this  point  by  the  Massachu- 
setts oHieers  had  been  quite  satisfactory  but  ([uite 
erroneous.  "  They,"  says  Washington,  **  not  being 
"  sutticicntly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  a 
"  return,  sent  in  an  account  of  all  the  ammunition 
"  which  had  been  collected  by  the  province,  so 
"  that  the  report  included  not  only  what  was  on 
"  hand  but  Avhat  was  spent!"*  On  calling  for 
more  exact  retiuns,  the  General  found  to  his 
amazement  the  stock  so  small  as  nearly  to  pre- 
clude him  from  the  use  of  his  artillery,  and  to  leave 
but  nine  rounds  of  powder  to  each  musket ;  and 
even  this  small  stock  was  further  reduced  by  the 
little  affairs  of  outposts  which  sometimes  occurred. 
Dr.  Franklin  declares  that  in  the  month  of  October 
Avhen  he  visited  the  army,  it  had  not  five  rounds 
of  powder  a  man.  "  The  world,"  he  adds,  "  won- 
"  dered  that  we  so  seldom  fired  a  cannon  ;  why 
"  we  could  not  afford  it."  f  Washington  did  not 
fail  to  make  most  urgent  representations  on  this 
subject  both  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,   but   many   weeks,  nay   months 

*  To  the  Prcsiclont  of  Congress,  August  4.  1775.  This 
curious  piisi^agc  appears  in  the  American  Archives  (vol.  iii. 
p.  28.)  but  is  omitted  in  Mr.  Sparks's  edition. 

t  Letter  to  Dr. Priestley,  January  27.  1777.  AVorks,  vol.  viii. 
p.  198. 
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CMI  A  r.  cinnscd,  licforc  he  ^vas  cflcctually  supplied.     To  ii 

III  •  .  . 

4 ,  brave  ortin-r  M-arcc   any  position  Avould  be  more 

l77o,  painful  than  thus  to  stand  in  front  of  a  numerous 
and  disciplined  enemy  ;  daily  awaiting  an  attack 
uhieh  he  knew  that  he  could  not  repel,  and  unpro- 
\  ideil  even  with  means  to  fire  his  own  artillery  in 
his  own  defence. 

This  deficiency  of  powder,  in  some  degree  at 
least  though  not  to  its  full   extent,  was  known  to 
the  liritish  General.     It  had  been   disclosed  by  a 
deserter ;  it  was  moreover  clearly  implied  in  a  vote 
of   the    Massachusetts    Assembly:    "Resolved: 
"  That  it  be  and  it  hereby  is  recommended  to  the 
*'  inhabitants  of  this  colony  not  to   fire  a  gun  at 
"  beast,  bird,  or  mark  without  real  necessity  there- 
"  for."*     Nevertheless,    General   Gage   remained 
quiet  in   his  lines.     He  may  yet  have  hoped  for  a 
favourable  issue   from  the  last   Petition    of  Con- 
gress to  the  King.     He   may  have   doubted  whe- 
ther, with   the  prevailing   temper  of  men's  minds, 
even  the   most  triumphant  victory  in  Massachu- 
setts might  not    tend  to  exasperate  far  more  than 
to  subdue,      jhit    above  all  he   nuist  have  borne  in 
niind  that  the  tirst  inland  movement  which  he  had 
ordered  — the  march   to   Concord   producing   the 
luistilities  at  Lexington— had   been  by  no  means 
approved  by  the  Ministers  in  ICngland'.      Still  less 
were  ihey  satisfied  Nvith  hiin  when  there  came  the 
news  of  Hunker's   Hill,      hnnudiately   after  those 

•  nr«.luiion.  August  IL'.  I77.K     Amnican  Archives,  vol.  iii. 
p.  <i/u. 
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tidings  Lord  Dartmouth  wrote  to  recall  him  from  C  TI  A  P 
his   post,   under  the  honourable  plea  however  of  v. 


LI  I. 


desiring  to  consult  him  on  the  plans  for  the  next      i"7o. 
campaign.     Accordingly  in   the  month  of  October 
General  Gage  took  his  departure  from  Boston,  and 
sailed  homewards,  leaving  by  the  King's  direction 
the  chief  command  to  General  Howe.* 

*  The  despatches  of  Lord  Dartmouth  on  the  events  at  Lex- 
ington and  Bunker's  Hill  (July  1.  and  August  2.  1 775)  as 
derived  from  the  State  Paper  Office  are  published  in  both  the 
collections  of  Mr.  Peter  Force  and  Mr.  Jared  Sparks. 
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CHAPTER   LIII. 

CHAR  In  England  the  tide  of  public  feeling  continued 
^^^^^-  to  set  strongly  against  the  conduct  and  the  claims 
1775.  of  the  Americans.  Their  recent  resistance  was 
deemed  no  better  than  rebellion.  Their  profes- 
sions of  loyalty  were  disbelieved,  and  their  pros- 
pects of  ultimate  success  derided.  Nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  at  this  time,  and  during 
the  whole  first  period  of  the  war,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  British  people  most  earnestly  and 
zealously  upheld  the  King  in  his  determination, 
according  with  their  own,  to  maintain,  as  he  and 
they  conceived,  both  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and 
the  authority  of  Parliament.  On  this  point — on 
the  reality  and  extent  of  this  public  feeling  at 
that  juncture  —  the  testimony  from  the  most  op- 
posite quarters  is  nearly  the  same. — Mlien  Lord 
North  sent  over  his  Conciliatory  Resolution,  it 
was  accompanied  by  a  Note  which  he  had  dictated 
to  Mr.  (irey  Cooper,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
and  which  in  its  semi-oHicial  form  was  laid  before 
the  Congress.     Among  other  arguments  that  Note 
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states:  "The  temper  and  spirit  of  the  nation  are  CII  A  j' 
"  so  much  against  concessions,  that  if  it  were  the 
"  intention  of  the  administration  they  coidd  not  IT 
*'  carry  the  question."  *  We  may  acknowledge 
some  exaggeration  in  this  statement,  since  probably 
the  aim  of  the  people  was  to  give  their  full  sup- 
port, if  required,  to  the  King  and  Government,  and 
not  to  go  beyond  them  ;  yet  still  this  is  surely  no 
unimportant  testimony  to  the  spirit  of  the  time. 
But  did  the  members  of  the  Opposition  deny  that 
statement  ?  Quite  the  contrary,  when  they  spoke 
together  in  confidence.  In  October  of  this  year 
Lord  Rockingham  writes  to  Burke  that  his  own 
observations  have  been  confirmed  by  Lord  John 
Cavendish,  by  Sir  George  Savillc,  and  by  several 
more  ;  all  owning  the  real  fact  to  be  "  that  the 
*'  violent  measures  towards  America  are  fairly 
"  adopted  and  countenanced  by  a  majority  of 
"  individuals  of  all  ranks,  professions,  or  occu- 
"  pations  in  this  country."  f 

To  this  state  of  public  feeling  the  London  Ma- 
gistrates were  however  a  signal  exception.  When 
in  August  the  King  issued  a  Proclamation  for  sup- 
pressing rebellion  and  sedition  in  America  and 
preventing  traitorous  correspondence  with  that 
country,  and  when  that  Proclamation  was  read 
forth  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  Wilkes,  as  Lord 
Mayor,  would  not  allo^v  the  Mace  to  be  carried, 
nor  the   usual  forms  of  respect  to  be  observed ; 

*  Minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress,  May  30.  1775. 
f  Burke's  Correspondence,  vol.  ii.  p.  68. 
H    t 
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C II A  P.  and  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony  his  partisans 
,  ^^"'  .  raised  a  hiss.*  At  nearly  the  same  time  the  City 
l77o.  chiefs  endeavoured  to  draw  His  Majesty  into  an 
unseemly  contest,  by  decHning  to  present  an  Ad- 
dress, unless  the  King  would  receive  it  seated  on 
his  throne.  "  I  am  ever  ready,"  rejoined  the  King, 
"  to  receive  Addresses  and  Petitions,  but  I  am 
"  the  judge  where."  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  even  in  the  City  the  larger  number  disap- 
proved this  low  and  petty  game  of  faction  in  their 
chiefs.  Certain  it  is  at  least  that  loyal  Addresses 
—  declaring  in  strong  terms  attachment  to  the 
Throne  and  Constitution  and  disapprobation  of 
the  insurgent  colonies  —  came  in  at  this  time 
spontaneous  and  unsolicited  from  every  part  of 
the  kingdom, — from  the  trading  towns,  as  Man- 
chester and  Liverpool,  no  less  than  from  the  rural 
districts. 

It  was  under  circumstances  thus  unfavourable 
to  the  issue  of  his  mission  that  Richard  Penn 
brought  over  "the  Ohve-branch" — the  Petition, 
namely,  from  Congress  to  the  King.  On  the  1st 
of  September  Penn  himself,  accompanied  b}^  Arthur 
Lee,  delivered  it  for  presentation  to  Lord  Dart- 
mouth. His  Lordship  received  it  from  their  hands 
in  silence.  Three  days  afterwards  he  informed 
them  by  letter  that  to  this  Petition  no  answer 
would  be  given.  It  was  deemed  that  since  the 
Congress  had  met   not  only  without  the  King's 

*  Annual  Register,  1775.  p.  149. 
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permission  but  against  his  injunctions;  since  it  CHAP. 
was  in  flict  a  self-constituted  body ;  and  since  it  ,  ^  ^^  . 
had  sanctioned  and  directed  the  taking  up  arms  1775. 
against  His  Majesty ;  its  authority  had  no  chaim 
%to  any  recognition  nor  its  Petition  to  any  reply. 
Some  degree  of  just  weight  may  be  acknowledged 
as  attaching  to  these  considerations.  Yet  after 
all  they  amount  to  little  more  than  a  punctilio — 
a  punctilio,  namely,  as  to  the  rank  and  title  of 
the  persons  petitioning — a  punctilio  which,  as  all 
parties  when  too  late  perceived,  ought  by  no 
means  to  have  barred  a  practical  consideration  of 
the  Petition  itself.  Even  then,  perhaps,  the  terms 
not  indeed  expressed  but  implied  in  that  Petition 
might  if  welcomed  have  averted  the  further  growth 
of  civil  strife,  and  once  more  united  together  the 
two  great  branches  of  the  British  race.  Its  rejec- 
tion on  the  contrary,  though  little  considered  at 
the  time  in  England,  was  never  forgotten  in  Ame- 
rica. An  American  historian  records  that  after- 
wards, when  pressed  by  the  calamities  of  war,  a 
doubt  would  sometimes  arise  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  his  countrymen,  whether  they  had  not  been  too 
hasty  in  their  resistance  to  their  parent  state. 
"  To  such  minds,"  he  adds,  "  it  was  usual  to  pre- 
"  sent  the  second  Petition  of  Congress  to  the 
"  King,  observing  thereon  that  all  the  blood  and 
"  all  the  guilt  of  the  war  must  be  charged  to 
*•  British  and  not  to  American  counsels."  * 

*  Ramsay's   History   of  the   American    Revolution,  vol.  i. 
p.  214.  ed.  1793. 


106  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND 

CHAP.  Discarding  this  last  overture  of  reconciliation, 
^^^^'  ,  and  cheered  on  by  the  popular  favour  at  home,  the 
1776.  Ministers  determined  that  Parliament  should  be 
convoked  for  an  early  day,  the  26th  of  October, 
and  that  the  King's  Speech  should  contain  no 
vague  expressions,  but  a  clear  and  explicit 
scheme  of  policy.  That  document  accordingly 
was  framed  with  no  common  care.  It  began  by 
inveighing  in  strong  terms  against  the  "  desperate 
"  conspiracy"  and  "general  revolt"  in  North 
America.  It  called  for  decisive  exertions,  announ- 
cinf?  a  laro^e  increase  both  in  the  land  and  the  sea 
forces,  and  consequently  greater  estimates.  And 
it  added  that  "  In  testimony  of  my  affection  for 
"  ray  people  I  have  sent  to  the  garrisons  of  Gib- 
"  raltar  and  Port  Mahon  a  part  of  my  Electoral 
"  troops,  in  order  that  a  larger  number  of  the  es- 
"  tablished  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  be  applied 
"  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority."  The 
King,  it  was  subjoined,  had  received  most  friendly 
offers  of  foreign  assistance.  Should  he  in  con- 
sequence make  any  treaties  he  would  not  fail  to 
lay  them  before  his  Parliament.  In  another  para- 
graph His  Majesty  declared  himself  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  misled  with  tenderness  and  mercy  ;  for 
which  purpose  he  intended  to  give  authority  to 
certain  persons  upon  the  spot  to  receive  the  sub- 
mission of  any  repentant  colony,  and  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons  or  indemnities  in 
such  manner  and  to  such  persons  as  they  should 
think  fit. 
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Some  men  were  not  wanting,  even  among  the  CHAP. 

T  Tir 
King's  official  servants,  to  discern   the  danger  of  . 

so  extreme  a   course.     In  the  month   of  August      1775. 

the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  written  to  Lord  North 

warmly  urging  the  necessity  of  a   reconcihation 

with  America.     Lord   North    did    not   reply   for 

seven  weeks ;  when  he  did  it  was  by  enclosing  a 

Draft  of  the  King's  intended  Speech.*     Hereupon 

the  Duke  came  to  town  and  resigned  his  post  as 

Privy  Seal.     In  the  audience  which  he  had  of  the 

King,  as  he  tells  us  in  his  Memoirs,  he  ventured 

to  avow  his   apprehensions.     "  I  added  that,  de- 

"  luded  themselves,  his  Ministers  were  deluding 

"  His  Majesty.     The  King  vouchsafed  to  debate 

"  the  business  much   at  large ;  he  informed  me 

*'  that   a  large  body  of  German   troops   was    to 

"  join  our  forces,  and  appeared  astonished  when 

"  I  answered  earnestly  that  His  Majesty  would 

"  find   too   late   that   twice    that  number   would 

"  only  increase  the   disgrace  and  never  effect  his 

"  purpose ! " 

The  retirement  of  Grafton  gave  occasion  to  se- 
veral changes.  Lord  Dartmouth,  as  pacific  in  his 
views  but  less  resolute  in  his  purposes,  quitted  the 
American  Secretaryship  and  succeeded  the  Duke 
as  Privy  Seal.  The  American  Secretaryship  was 
bestowed  on  Lord  George  Germaine,  whose  mili- 
tary knowledge  and  undoubted  talents  ill  atoned  to 

*  The  letter  of  Lord  North  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
dated  October  20,  1775,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to 
this  volume. 
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C  IT  A  r.  tlic  Government  for  bis  rash  and  violent  temper. — 
.  ^^"^'  .  Another  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Lord  lloch- 
l77o.     ford,  was  replaced  by  Lord  Weymouth. 

Thus  freed  from  official  ties  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton took  a  public  part  against  the  Ministers  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address.  General  Conway,  so 
lately  another  of  their  colleagues,  likewise  spoke 
airainst  them  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In  both 
Houses  nevertheless  the  Government  was  upheld 
by  vast  majorities;  and  through  the  whole  remainder 
of  the  Session  the  members  of  the  Opposition  were 
never  successful  though  always  strenuous  in  their 
efforts. — In  the  month  of  November  they  displayed 
especial  activity.  They  examined  IMr.  Penn  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  proceeded  to 
move  that  the  Petition  which  he  had  brought  from 
Congress  afforded  ground  of  conciliation.  They 
raised  debates  in  both  Houses  against  the  employ- 
ing foreign  troops  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. Defeated  on  these  occasions  by  over- 
whelming numbers  they  sped  no  better  in  various 
motions  tending  to  peace  with  America  that  were 
subsequently  made  by  Burke  and  Fox,  by  Alder- 
men Sawbridge  and  (Jliver,  by  David  Hartley,  and 
by  the  Duke  of  Cirafton.  The  Government  was  left 
at  full  liberty  to  pursue  its  negotiations  with  petty 
German  Princes  for  the  hire  of  mercenary  troops. 
It  was  able  to  carry  through  before  Christmas  a 
new  measure,  which  was  called  the  American  Pro- 
liibitory  Bill,  and  was  first  brought  forward  by 
Lord  North  himself  on   the  20th   of  November. 
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By  this   Bill  the  Boston  Port  Act  and  the  two  CHAP. 

•  I  III 

Restraining  Acts  of  the  last  Session  were  repealed,  .    '     '  . 

as  no  longer  applicable  to  the  altered  state  of  l77o. 
things.  But  all  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
thirteen  insurgent  colonies  was  absolutely  inter- 
dicted so  long  as  their  rebellion  should  continue. 
The  Bill  authorized  the  capture  of  American 
vessels  or  goods,  making  them  the  property  of  the 
captors.  The  prisoners  taken  on  such  occasions 
might  be  pressed  for  sailors,  and  sent  to  serve 
against  their  countrymen.  Harsh  as  were  these 
clauses  in  themselves  they  were  no  less  harshly 
defended  in  argument.  Thus  Lord  Mansfield  in 
supporting  them  reminded  the  Peers  of  the  saying 
of  a  Swedish  General  in  the  reign  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  who  had  pointed  to  the  enemy,  and 
exclaimed  to  his  own  soldiers  :  "  My  lads,  you  see 
"  those  men  yonder ;  if  you  do  not  kill  them, 
"  they  will  kill  you  !  "  * 

By  this  Bill  moreover,  in  its  last  and,  in  design 
at  least,  its  more  conciliatory  clause,  the  King  was 
authorized  to  send  to  America  Commissioners  se- 
lected by  himself  with  great,  nay  it  might  almost 
be  said  unlimited,  authority.  They  were  to  grant 
pardons,  and  inquire  into  grievances  ;  they  were  to 
have  the  sole  power  of  judging  whether  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  any  colony  showed  a  disposition  to 
return  to  its  allegiance,  and  on  their  so  declaring  it, 
the  restrictions  of  the  Bill  as  applied  to  that  colony 

*  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  xviii.  p.  1 102. 
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C  II  A  P.  or  part  of  a  colony  were  at  once  to  cease.  Such 
^^^^^'  then,  arter  so  many  previous  failures,  was  the  new 
legislative  weapon  hurled  against  America.  As 
l^urke  some  time  afterwards  said,  bitterly  indeed 
hut  most  truly, — "  It  atlbnls  no  matter  for  very 
"  pleasing  reflection  to  observe  that  our  subjects 
"  diminish  as  our  laws  increase  !  "  * 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  the  Administration 
would  have  stood  its  ground  quite  so  firmly,  had 
Lord  Chatham  continued  to  launch  his  thunder- 
bolts against  it.  But  he  was  now  again  confined 
to  his  house,  nay  sometimes  to  his  couch,  by 
illness.  Aijain  at  this  time  do  we  find  an  almost 
total  blank^  in  his  correspondence  ;  no  letter  pro- 
ceeding from  himself;  the  few  to  him  opened  and 
acknowledged  by  Lady  Chatham  ;  only  his  nearest 
kindred  admitted  to  see  him  ;  and  only  the  least 
exciting  topics  mentioned  in  his  presence.  During 
the  winter  of  1775  Lord  Camden  the  most  intimate 
of  his  friends,  and  his  neighbour  in  Kent,  writes  as 
follows  :  "  Lord  Chatham  continues  in  the  same 
"  melancholy  way  ;  and  the  house  is  so  shut 
"   up  that  his  sons  are  not   permitted  to  receive 

•  LcUcr  to  llio  SlicrilFs  of  IJri.-tol,  1777.  Sec  also  the 
masterly  Protest  of  Lords  Aber^ravenny,  K()ckiii<,'hum,  &c. 
against  this  Bill  (Dec.  1.3.  177.>.)  1  liavc  no  doubt  of  its  beinf^ 
llurko's.  Lord  Koekin;;li!iia  was  wholly  incapable  of  such  a 
ciiiiiposition,  ami  on  other  occasions  at  least  we  find  IJnrkc 
rmployed  in  writing  the  Protests  for  his  Lordship's  party. 
(IJurke's  Correspondence,  vol.  ii.  !>.  1 4.)  Indeed  the  relation 
between  these  two  statesmen  is  best  described  in  three  words 
]>y  Iloraii-  Walpole  where  he  speaks  of  Ilink(!  as  being  "  Lord 
"  Hockingham'ri  governor!"    (To  Sir  II.  Mann,  May  G.  1770.) 
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"  visitors."*  His  illness  at  this  time  appears  to  ciI  A  \\ 
have  closely  resembled  both  in  kind  and  diu-ation  '''^'' 
that  which  had  befallen  him  in  his  last  administra- 
tion. He  had  then  been  secluded  from  the  world, 
fiom  the  spring  of  1/67  until  the  spring  of  17C)[). 
Now  again  he  was  secluded  from  the  world  from 
the  spring  of  17/0  until  the  spring  of  1777,  when 
as  we  shall  find  he  once  more  emerged  into  public 
life  with  undiminished  brilliancy  and  powers. 

There  was  only  one  point  of  public  moment  on 
which  during  this  second  period  of  eclipse  the  will 
or  the  wish  of  Chatham  was  displayed.  His  eldest 
son,  Lord  Pitt,  had  entered  the  army  ;  had  become 
aide-de-camp  to  General  Carleton  in  Canada,  and 
in  the  autum  of  I77o  was  sent  home  with  des- 
patches. The  question  arising  of  his  return  to  his 
post,  Chatham,  by  the  hand  of  his  wife,  intimated 
to  General  Carleton  that,  "from  his  fixed  opinion 
"  with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the  unhappy 
"  war  with  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,"  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  withdraw  his  son  from  such 
a  service.  Another  officer  of  rank,  a  Howard, 
Earl  of  Effingham,  had  already  on  the  same 
grounds  resigned  his  commission  also.  These 
resignations  being  openly  made  gave  matter  for 
much  public  comment.  That  must  indeed,  cried 
the  friends  of  the  colonists,  be  a  guilty  and  a 
wretched  war,  when  even  the  Minister  who  con- 

*  To  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  January  4.  1776.  MS. 
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C  II  A  P.  qucrcd  Canada  will  not  allow  his  son  to  unshcath 

. ,  the  sword  for  its  defence  ! 

l77o.  In   America   the    approach   of  winter   did   not 

arrest  the  progress  of  hostilities.  Small  privateers 
MTre  fitted  out,  in  several  of  the  New  England 
ports,  to  cruise  against  the  British  trade.  In 
requital  the  British  chiefs  at  Boston  despatched 
early  in  October  two  vessels  under  Lieutenant 
IVIowat  with  a  small  detachment  of  troops  on 
board,  and  with  instructions  to  annoy  and  destroy 
the  shipping  along  the  southward  coast.  Lieu- 
tenant Mowat  appeared  off  the  town  of  Falmouth, 
where,  far  exceeding  his  original  instructions,  he 
set  on  fire,  not  only  the  ships  in  the  harbour  but 
likewise  the  town  itself.  About  five  hundred 
houses  were  thus  wantonly  and  cruelly  consumed ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  Lieutenant  was  reported 
to  have  declared  that  general  orders  had  been 
given  by  the  British  Ministry  to  burn  the  seaport 
towns.  Such  a  report,  not  promptly  contradicted, 
produced  general  and  just  indignation  in  America; 
rendering  the  spirit  of  resistance  both  more  intense 
and  more  widely  diffused.  It  ajipears,  however, 
from  the  authentic  documents  which  are  still  pre- 
served in  the  State  Paj)er  OHicc,  and  wliich  the 
Americans  themselves  have  since  published,  that 
no  such  orders  had  been  given  by  the  British 
Ministers — that  at  the  destruction  of  Falmouth 
they  expressed  concern  and  surjirise,  and  re(iuired, 
in  a  tone  of  reprimand,  that  all  the  particulars  of 
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this  act  should  be  promptly  transmitted  to  them  CllvVP. 


LIU. 


for  the  inspection  of  the  King-.* 

In  the  great  southern  state  of  Virginia  Lord  1775 
Dunmore  had  some  time  since  retired  for  safety  on 
board  the  Fowey  man-of-war.  At  this  period, 
having  collected  a  small  naval  force,  he  made  a 
feeble  attempt  to  recover  his  lost  ground.  He 
landed  at  Norfolk,  decreed  the  establishment  of 
martial  law,  and  issued  a  proclamation  offering 
freedom  to  all  slaves,  the  property  of  rebels,  who 
would  repair  to  his  standard  and  bear  arms  for  the 
King.  Earlier  in  the  contest  such  an  offer,  how- 
ever desperate,  might  yet  have  been  decisive.  But 
now,  the  Governor  having  once  already  withdrawn 
from  his  province,  the  slaves  might  reasonably 
doubt  his  power  to  give  effect  to  his  intentions. 
Accordingly  Lord  Dunmore  received  the  accession 
of  onl}^  a  few  hundred  negroes,  whom  he  found  an 
encumbrance  far  rather  than  a  help.  The  colonists 
meanwhile  detached  a  force  against  him,  and  his 
advanced  guard  under  Captain  Fordyce  was   de- 

*  See  the  extracts  from  our  State  Paper  Office  as  obtained 
by  Mr.  Jared  Sparks  and  produced  by  him  in  a  vahiable  note  ; 
(AVashington's  Writings,  vol.  iii.  p.  520.)  He  suspects  that 
Admiral  Graves,  who  had  some  resentment  against  the  people 
of  Falmouth  from  the  obstructions  which  tliey  had  given  to  tlie 
shipment  of  masts,  may  perhaps  have  been  implicated  in  the 
rash  step  of  his  subordinate.  But  INIr.  Sparks  adds,  "  No  part 
"  of  this  reproach  can  rightfully  attach  to  the  British  Ministry. 
"  The  act  had  no  higher  source  than  the  wounded  pride  of  a 
"  subordinate  officer  coinciding  with  the  hasty  resentment  of 
"  his  superior  in  command." 

VOL.  VI.  I 
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f  II  A  1'.  i'vAtvi]  ill  ;i  skinni>li  at  (inat  l^ridm-  on  tlic  9th  of 
.  1  )rcTinlK'r.      Lord   Duiimoiv   ii'-iniharkccl,   leaving 

177.").  Norfolk  in  the  liaiuls  ol"  the  Anierieaiis.  On  the 
plea  that  their  liHeiiien  upon  the  wharfs  prevented 
him  from  ohtaining  supplies,  but  in  truth  with  un- 
justifiable severity,  he  burned  to  the  ground  that 
whole  town,  one  of  the  most  thriving  upon  the 
Chcsapeak,  and  containing  no  less  than  eight 
thousand  inhabitants.  He  linLrered  for  some  time 
longer  on  the  coast,  but  could  achieve  nothing 
beyond  this  cruel  act  of  vengeance,  and  at  last, 
sending  his  liberated  slaves  to  the  West  Indies,  he 
quitted  the  shores  of  this  once  loyal  and  contented 
colony  for  ever. 

It  was  to  the  north,  however,  that  the  principal 
hopes  of  the  Congress  were  at  this  time  directed. 
Earlier  in  the  year,  as  I  have  elsewjiere  shown, 
they  had  passed  a  Resolution  renouncing  in  most 
explicit  terms  the  idea  of  any  expedition  against 
or  into  Canada.  "^Ihis  Resolution,  passed  on  the 
1st  of  June,  was  by  their  ordeis  translated  into 
French  and  distril)utc(l  along  tlu'  shores  of  tlie 
St.  Lawrence.  Vet  on  tlu'  'JTlh  of  the  same  nioiilh 
the  same  Assembly  passi-d  otliei-  lu-solutions  in- 
structing Philip  Schu^'ler,  one  of  their  new-made 
Generals,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Ticonderaga, 
and,  if  he  found  it  practicable,  "  innnediately  to 
"  take  possession  of  St.  John's  and  Moiitnal,  and 
"  pursue  any  other  measures  in  Canada  whicii 
"  might   have   a   tendency   to   promoti-    the    peace 
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*'  luul  sccmity  oi'  these   tolonics,"*     Tlic  iiutuinn    (If  A  V. 

came  on,  liowever,  before  the  preparations  for  this  , '     '  . 

ol)jeet  ^\•ere  complete,  and  two  or  three  tliousaiid  ITT-l. 
men  collected  on  Lake  Champlain.  Then  the 
command  devolved  on  CJeneral  Montgomer}',  an 
olticer  of  courage  and  skill,  much  beloved  in  pri- 
vate life  for  his  generous  and  honourable  qualities. 
Under  him  served  Ethan  Allen  ;  whilst  it  was  in- 
tended that  Benedict  Arnold,  pressing  forward 
from  another  quarter,  sliould  join  him  upon  the 
St.  Lawrence  with  a  body  of  New  Lngland 
volunteers. 

General  Carlcton,  to  whom  whenever  it  was 
found  convenient  designs  of  invasion  were  so 
readily  ascribed,  had  not  in  truth  a  sutlicient  force 
for  the  defence  of  his  own  province.  He  had  re- 
fused the  profiercd  aid  of  seven  hundred  warriors 
from  the  Six  Nations  tribe  of  Indians ;  he  could 
muster  but  few  French  levies  ;  and  only  eight 
hundred  British  troops  served  under  his  connnand. 
With  means  so  scanty  he  could  offer  no  effectual 
check   to   the   advance  of  the  Americans.     They 

*  Note  to  Sparks's  Wasliington,  vol.  iii.  p.  41.  These  last 
Resolutions  being  kept  secret  are  not  printed  in  the  Journals. 
Hard  task  to  vindicate  on  this  occasion  either  the  good  faith  or 
the  consistency  of  the  American  rulers !  ^Ir.  Sparks  attempts 
it,  by  pleading  that  in  the  interval  between  their  two  Resolu- 
tions they  had  received  reports  that  General  Carleton  was  pre- 
paring an  invasion  against  themselves.  But  the  apologist 
forgets  that,  even  some  days  previous  to  their  Resolution  of  the 
1st  of  June,  they  had  in  the  most  solemn  manner  declared  them- 
selves in  possession  of  "  indubitable  evidence  "  that  such  an 
invasion  was  designed.     Look  back  to  p.  92.  of  this  volume. 

I   2 
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C  IT  \  V.  l)ci;an  hy  passing  Lake  Chaniplaiii  and  besieging 
i  '  "  the  forts  of  Chanibly  and  St.  Jolin's,  which  after  a 
ITT.";,  prolonged  resistance  they  reduced.  During  these 
sieges  Ethan  Allen,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment, 
made  an  imprudent  attempt  to  surprise  the  city  of 
Montreal,  but  meeting  a  small  body  of  British  he 
was  defeated,  taken  prisoner,  and  sent  to  England 
in  irons.  General  Montgomery  was  joined  by 
several  parties  of  Indians  whom  the  rejection  of 
Carleton  had  offended.  But  among  the  Canadians 
themselves,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  Con- 
gress, he  fomid  no  sympathy  nor  succour. 

Meanwhile  Colonel  Arnold,  having  repaired  to 
the  camp  in  Massachusetts,  obtained  from  Wash- 
ington a  detachment  of  one  thousand  men.  Wash- 
ington also  supplied  him  with  a  Proclamation  to 
the  people  of  Canada,  and  with  detailed  instruc- 
tions for  his  conduct.  Among  these  instructions 
we  may  observe  the  following:  "  If  Lord  Chat- 
"  liam's  son  should  be  in  Canada,  and  in  any  way 
"  fall  into  your  power,  you  are  enjoined  to  treat 
"  him  witii  all  possible  deference  and  respect. 
"  You  cannot  err  in  paying  too  nuuli  honour  to 
"  the  son  of  so  illustrious  a  character  and  so  true 
"  a  friend  to  America."  *  At  the  head  of  his  thou- 
sand men  Arnold  proceeded  to  the  execution  of 
the  daring  and  skilful  scheme  which  himself  had 
fljrnied.  ili-  ascended  the  ri\c-r  Kcniubcc  in  boats, 
working  against   a  stream    so    strong   that   on    an 

•   Jiistructiuiis  for  Colonel  Bciicilict  Arnold,  Sept.  II.  ITTo. 
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avcranc  the  men  waded  more  than  lialf  tlie  way.  CHAT. 

.   .  I  III 

*'   You    would    have    taken   them   for  amphibious  .    ^  ^  '    , 

"  animals !"  writes  Arnold  to  his  General.   Thence,      i"~''- 
with  incredible  fatigue,  he  pierced  through  a  dis- 
mal wilderness  of  swamps  and  woods,  with  some- 
times   a   craggy   height    to    climb,    and  the   men 
carrying  all   the  way   their  boats  and  their  pro- 
visions   on    their    shoulders.     At   length,    amidst 
other  perils  from  falls   and  rapids,  he  again   em- 
barked, descending  the  romantic  and  sequestered 
valley  of  the   Chaudiere.     So  extreme   were   his 
distresses,  that  during  the  three  or  four  last  da3'S 
of  the  march  even  dogs  were  killed  for  food  and 
greedily  devoured.*     Thus  towards  the  middle  of 
November  the  people  of  Quebec  beheld  to  their 
amazement  the  remains  of  this  hardy  band  emerged 
from  the  wilderness  and  appearing  on  Point  Levis 
opposite  their  city.     Had  not  the  river  intervened, 
and  some  time  being  required  to  provide  canoes, 
the  capital  of  Canada  must  have  fallen  an  easy 
prey  to  Arnold  in  the  first  moments  of  panic  and 
surprise.     As   it  was,   nothing    saved  it    but    the 
promptitude  and  energy  of  a  British  officer.  Colonel 
Maclean,    in    marching  to    its    rescue.     Repulsed 
in  his  attempt  upon  the  city,  and  apprehensive  of 
a  sally  from  Maclean,  Arnold  now  retreated  some 
twenty  miles  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  fixing  his  sta- 
tion at  Point  aux  Trembles,  and  thus   interposing 
between  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

*  Life  of  Arnold  by  Sparks,  p.  41. 
I   3 
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CHAP.  At  tlicsc  tidings,  nearly  coinciding  in  time  \vitli 
,  ^^^'^  tlic  surrender  of  tlic  fort  at  St.  John's,  General 
1  ::.'>.  Carleton  perceived  the  necessity  of  hastening  to 
the  succour  of  the  capital.  Leaving  Montreal  to 
its  fate  he  assumed  a  fisherman's  garb,  embarked 
in  a  whale-boat,  and  made  use  of  muffled  oars. 
Thus  he  passed  by  night,  and  as  it  chanced  with- 
out discovery,  through  the  enemy's  craft  on  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Thus  he  arrived  at  Quebec,  and 
thenceforth,  as  his  scanty  force  required,  confined 
himself  solely  to  its  protection  and  defence.  On 
the  other  hand.  General  Montgomery,  having 
occupied  Montreal,  proceeded  down  the  river  and 
effected  his  junction  with  Arnold  at  the  Point  aux 
Trembles.  The  whole  body,  under  Montgomery's 
chief  command,  then  advanced  against  the  capital, 
and  climbed  the  heights  of  Abraham,  so  famous 
for  the  exploit  of  Wolfe. 

Unlike  Wolfe,  Montgomery  did  not  at  this 
period  feel  happy  in  his  comrades  and  his  cause. 
It  is  observed  by  one  of  the  best  American  histo- 
rians that  "  though  he  had  embraced  the  American 
"  cause  w^ith  enthusiasm  he  had  become  w'caried 
"  of  its  service."  *  Even  before  he  marched  from 
Montreal  he  had  declared  his  purpose  of  resigning 
his  commission  at  the  end  of  this  campaign.  So 
accomplished    an    officer   could   not  view  without 

*  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  ii,  p.  300.  The  faults 
of  tlic  American  troops  in  Canada,  officers  as  well  as  soldiers, 
are  fully  jjortrayed  by  anotiier  of  their  countrymen,  Di-.  Kamsay. 
(History  of  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  233.) 


FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  UTRECHT.  119 

disffust  the  insubordination  and  ill-conduct  of  his  CHAP. 

I  III 
troops.     The  common  tie  of  loyalty  to  the  Crown  .    ^     '  . 

being  once  removed,  the  soldiers  from  one  colony  177.3. 
paid  no  respect  to  the  officers  from  another,  and 
but  little  to  their  own.  Each  man  deemed  himself 
the  most  fitting  arbiter  of  the  degree  of  obedience 
which  he  was  bound  to  give.  Still  more  did  each 
man  think  himself  entitled  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measures  proposed  to  be  pursued. 
Although  by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment  they 
were  to  be  discharged  in  a  few  weeks,  there  was  a 
general  desire  to  anticipate  that  period.  There 
were  complaints,  not  indeed  unfounded,  of  the 
toilsome  service  and  the  wintry  season.  Even  in 
Arnold's  little  band,  far  superior  in  spirit  to  the 
rest,  and  notwithstanding  Arnold's  own  prowess 
and  personal  ascendency,  his  rear-guard,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Enos,  had  lost  courage  and 
gone  home.  There  was  delay  in  every  movement, 
however  needful ;  there  w^as  repining  against  every 
punishment,  however  just;  abov^e  all  there  was 
difficulty  in  enforcing  that  order  which  the  parting 
words  of  Washington  had  so  wisely  enjoined  —  to 
forbear  most  scrupulously  from  plundering  or  in- 
juring even  those  who  were  known  as  enemies  to 
their  cause. 

Bearing  up  against  these  and  mau}^  other  dis- 
advantages with  undaunted  gallantry,  Montgomery, 
before  sunrise  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  and 
amidst  a  heavy  flill  of  snow,  led  forward  his  now 
far    diminished    troops    to    the    attack.      He   had 

I  4- 
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CHAP.  ran<rccl    them  in  two   divisions   on   separate  sides; 

I II I 
.     '     '  .  the  one  was  commanded  by  liimself ;  the  other  com- 

i~""'-  mitted  to  Arnold.  But,  as  in  tlic  case  of  Wolfe, 
tliey  were  encountered  with  equal  bravery.  A 
tremendous  fire  of  grape-shot  was  opened  upon 
them,  and  among  the  first  who  fell  was  Montgomery 
himself.  Arnold  also  was  severely  wounded  and 
carried  from  the  field.  The  loss  of  such  leaders  was 
speedily  felt  by  the  assailants ;  on  every  side  they 
were  repulsed,  and  a  sally  being  made  by  the  garri- 
son, nearl}'  four  hundred  men  belonging  to  Arnold's 
division  were  surrounded  and  made  prisoners. 

li  i6.  ^Y^^   Congress    on    learning  the    events  before 

Quebec  passed  a  vote,  w^ith  the  strongest  expres- 
sions of  concern,  that  a  monument  should  be 
erected  to  betoken  "  their  veneration  for  their  late 
"  General,  Richard  Montgomery."  They  raised 
Arnold  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General,  and  in- 
vested him  for  the  time  with  the  chief  command 
in  Canada.  Under  such  trying  circumstances  it 
was  far  from  an  enviable  distinction.  Thus  writes 
Arnold  himself:  "  Many  of  the  troops  arc  dejected 
"  and  anxious  to  get  home,  and  some  have  actually 
"  set  off;  but  I  shall  endeavour  to  continue  the 
"  blockade  while  there  arc  any  hopes  of  success." 
The  blockade  was  accordingl}-  continued,  in  name 
at  least,  through  the  rest  of  the  winter  ;  the  gar- 
rison having  however  little  real  dilliculty  in  ob- 
taining the  supplies,  as  of  wood,  which  they  re- 
(juired  ;  and  neither  party  choosing  as  yet  to  renew 
the  attack  upon  the  other. 
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Another  blockade — that  of  Boston — was  In  like  C  II  A  r. 

manner    maintained  thioimh  the  winter  months.  , '   . 

Washington  had  deemed  it  feasible   to  attack  the      177G. 

city  in  boats,  and  more  than  once  brought  forward  * 

a  project  for  that  purpose,   but  w^as   checked  by 

the  unanimous  opinion  against  it  of  his  officers  in 

a  council  of  war.     Besides  the  deficient  supply  of 

powder,  and   the  other  difficulties  of  his  situation 

which  have  elsewhere  been  explained,  he  had  also 

to  strive  against  the  evils  resulting  from  the  short 

periods  of  enlistment.    These  evils  w^ere  such  that, 

as  Washington  declares,  no  person   who  had  not 

W'itnessed  them  could  form  an  idea  of  tlieir  extent. 

He  adds  :   *'  It  takes  you  two  or  three  months  to 

"  bring  new  men   acquainted  with  their  duty  ;  it 

"  takes  a  longer  time  to  bring  a  people  of  the 

"  temper  and  genius   of  these  into   such  a  subor- 

*'  dinate  way  of  thinking    as   is  necessary  for   a 

*'  soldier.     Before  this   is  accomplished  the  time 

"  approaches  for  their  dismissal,  and  you  are  be- 

"  ginning  to  make  interest  for  their  continuance 

"  for  another  limited  period  ;  in  the  doing' of  which 

*'  you  are  obliged  to  relax  in  your  discipline,   in 

*'  order  as   it  were  to  curry  favour   with    them. 

"  Thus  the  latter  part  of  your  time  is  employed 

"  in  undoing  what  the   first  w^as  accomplishing  !  '* 

Washington  found  also  that  the  patriotism  of  New 

England,  which  he  had  admired  at  a  distance,  was 

by  no  means  so  conspicuous  when  closely  viewed. 

Thus    he    charges    the   Connecticut  troops  with 

"  scandalous    conduct,"    observing  of  them    that 
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C  II  A  P.  "  a  dirty  mercenary    spirit  pervades    the  uholc." 

.  ^^"^-    ,  And   of  Massachusetts    lie   remarks:    "  Notwitli- 

177(i.      '«  standing-  all  the  piibhc  virtue  ^vhich  is  ascribed 

•  "  to   these   people,  there  is   no  nation   under  the 

"  sun,  that  I  ever  came  across,  which  pays  greater 

"  adoration  to  money  than  they  do."     And  again, 

in  another  pLace  :  "  Such  a  dearth  of  pubhc  [spirit] 

*'  and  want  of  virtue  ;  such  stock -jobbing  and  fer- 

"  tility  in  all  the  low  arts  to  obtain  advantages  of 

'*  one    kind   or   another  in    this  great    change  of 

"  military  management,   I  never  saw  before,  and 

"  pray  God  I  may  never  be  witness  to  again  !  "  * 

No  wonder  if  at  that  time,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances and  with  such  coadjutors,  this  great 
man  regretted  —  never  indeed  the  cause  he  had 
espoused  —  but  sometimes  the  rank  he  had  ac- 
cepted.— "  Could  I  have  foreseen  what  I  have,  and 
*'  am  like  to,  experience,  no  consideration  upon  earth 
*'  should  have  induced  me  to  accept  this  command. 
**  A  regiment,  or  any  subordinate  department, 
"  would  have  been  accompanied  with  ten  times 
"  the  satisfaction— perhaps  ten  times  the  honour." 
Meanwhile  the  English,  enclosed  in  Boston,  had 
to  encounter  evils  of  another  kind.  The  small-pox 
raged  among  them,  and  so  ill-contrived  was  the 
commissariat  that,  notwithstanding  their  command 
of  the   sea,  their   supplies,  both   ol'  food    and  fuel, 

*  Letters  to.Iosepli  Keed,  Nov. 28,  177.3,  Fcliniary  1.  and  10. 
1776,  and  to  the  rresident  of  Congress,  Dec.  4.  177.3.  INIost 
of  tli<»c;  jia.ssagcs  or  eiiitliets  arc  oarcfidly  oxehided  from 
Mr.  Sparks's  compilation. 
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were  neither  plentiful  nor  constant.  It  became  c  II  A  P. 
impossible  to  supply  fresh  meat  or  vegetables  even  '^''^• 
to  the  sick  and  wounded.  It  became  necessary  1776. 
in  some  cases  to  pull  down  houses,  that  the  timber 
might  be  used  for  firing.  Many  perplexities  more- 
over arose  in  the  mind  of  their  General.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  considering  the  enemy's  works 
around  the  bay,  and  the  thorough  disaffection  in 
the  province,  Boston  would  be  a  most  unfavour- 
able point  from  whence  to  issue  in  the  ensuing 
spring,  and  begin  the  campaign  against  the  insur- 
gents. It  seemed  to  him  far  preferable  that  the 
army  should  be  embarked  and  directed  towards 
New  York,  where  means  of  transport  were  plenty, 
where  the  friends  of  the  King  were  numerous,  and 
where  his  standard  might  best  be  raised.  Such 
had  also  been  the  opinion  of  his  predecessor  in  office, 
General  Gage.*  The  Ministry  in  London,  im- 
pressed by  views  such  as  these  from  so  concurring 
and  so  competent  advisers,  gave  their  assent  to 
them,  authorizing  Howe  to  remove  the  troops 
from  Boston  whenever  he  might  judge  it  expedient. 
His  own  inferior  officers  unapprised  of  this  design, 
were  rather  disposed  to  murmur  at  the  neglect  of 

*  Despatch  of  General  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
July  24.  1775.  See  also  Lord  Barrington's  Life  by  the  Bishop 
of  Durham  (p.  140.),  by  Avhich  it  appears  that  so  early  as  No- 
vember 12.  1774,  the  Secretary  at  "War  had  suggested  to  the 
Cabinet  whether  the  ti'oops  and  their  General  "  should  not  be 
"  directed  to  leave  a  place  whei'e  at  present  they  can  do  no 
"  good  and  may  do  harm." — How  just  a  foresight  of  Lexington 
and  Bunker's  Hill  I 


121  nisroin'  or  inc.i.and 

C  II  A  r.  Kiit;laiuL  'IMuis  writes  ouv  of  tlifin  :  "  For  tlicsc 
^^^^'-  "  last  six  weeks  or  near  two  niontlis  wi-  luivc  been 
ITTti.  "  better  amused  than  could  possibly  be  expected 
"  in  our  situation.  We  liad  a  tlieatre,  we  had 
"  balls,  and  there  is  actually  a  subscription  on 
"  foot  for  a  mascpierade.  Kni^land  seems  to  have 
*'  forf^ot  us,  and  we  endeavoured  to  forget  our- 
*'  selves."* 

Such  was  the  state  of  thinus  at  Boston  wlien 
early  in  March,  the  rigour  of  the  cold  having  some- 
what abated,  General  Washington,  having  received 
large  reinforcements,  roused  his  troops  to  offensive 
operations.  He  began  to  throw  up  works  on 
Dorchester  Heights,  facing  the  city  on  the  side 
opposite  to  Charleston,  and  commanding  the 
British  lines  on  Boston  Neck.  'I'hus  it  became 
necessarv  for  the  British  connnander  either  tt)  dis- 
lodge  the  enemy  or  to  evacuate  the  place.  Gene- 
ral Howe,  as  we  have  seen,  was  not  unprepared  for 
the  latter  alteriiali\c- ;  iieveithcK^s  he  dc-enied  it 
ignominious  to  give  way  at  onc-e  before  the  ad- 
vancing "  rebels,"  and  determined  on  an  immediate 
attack,  being,  as  he  states,  encouraged  in  this 
Jiazardous  enterprise  by  the  ardour  of  his  troops. 
The  vanguard,  consisting  of  several  regiments,  was 
alreadv  embarked,  and  fell  down  to  ('aslle  Wil- 
liam, from  wlience  the  descent  was  to  be  made. 
Thus  a  general  action  seemed  ch)se  at  hand,  to 
be  fought  on  the   anniversary  of  that  event  most 

•  Letter,  Maicli  .'{.  ITT'i.     Ainrricnti  Archives,  vol.  v.  ]'.  IL'-I. 
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unjustly  and  wrongfully  Icrincd  tlic  Ma-sacrc  of  ('  II  A  !• 
Boston.  That  event  was  fresh  in  the  minds  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  ery  of  "  llcnieniht  i- the  lifih  of 
"  March  !  "  ran  aloni»-  the  American  lines.  At  this 
crisis  the  intended  combatants  ^^•erc  parted  by  a 
higher  power  than  their  own.  A  most  violent 
storm  arose,  scattering  the  British  boats,  and  ren- 
dering their  attempts  impracticable.  By  the  time 
that  it  could  be  renewed  the  works  on  Dorchester 
Heights  had  so  much  advanced  and  had  grown  so 
strong  that,  as  (jeneral  Howe  conceived,  they  could 
no  longer  be  assailed  with  any  })rospect  of  success. 
Accordingly  reverting  to  his  tirst  idea,  he  made 
hasty  preparations  to  embark  the  troops  and 
evacuate  the  town.  Here  again  he  had  to  stri\e 
against  the  shameful  negligence  which  at  that 
period  pervaded  the  whole  civil  administration  of 
the  British  military  service.  Thus  writes  one  of 
his  officers :  "  When  the  transports  came  to  be 
"  examined  they  were  void  of  both  provisions  and 
"  forage.  If  any  are  got  on  board  to-day,  it  will 
"  be  as  much  as  can  be  done.  Never  were  troops 
"  in  so  disgraceful  a  situation  ;  and  that  not  in 
"  the  least  our  own  fault,  or  owing  to  any  want 
"  of  skill  or  discretion  in  our  commanders,  but 
"  entireU' owing  to  Great  Britain  being  fast  asleep. 
"   I  pity  General  Howe  from  my  soul !  "* 

No  compact  or  convention    of  any  kind   })as>ed 
between   the  British   and  American   commanders  ; 

*  See  the  American  An;liivcs,  vol.  v.  p.  42G. 
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t"  n  AT.  Imt,  tlir(>ui;li  tlic  iiuiliation  ol'tlu"  "  Select  Men  "  of 
^ ___,   Boston,  there  was    in   some  clei»ree   ti   tacit    iincler- 


177().  staiidinii:,  that  it*  duriiii;  the  embarkation  the  troops 
were  not  molested,  the  town  should  not  be  injured. 
Durinjx  this  interval,  however,  ("astle  William  was 
wholly  dismantled  and  in  ui"eat  part  demolished. 
On  the  morning  oCthe  17th  the  last  of  the  British 
troops  embarked,  and  that  same  af\ernoon  Boston 
was  entered  by  General  Israel  Putnam  and  the 
American  vanguard.  Washington  himscU'  visited 
the  town  next  day,  and  found  himself  enthusias- 
tically welcomed.  The  British  fleet  however,  with 
the  troops  on  board,  remained  ten  days  longer  in 
Nantasket  Roads.  As  it  proved  they  were  only 
completing  the  preparations  for  their  \-oyage,  but 
Washington  might  reasonably  apprehend  that  they 
designed  a  parting  blow.  II i^  appiehensions  on 
this  subject  were  increased  by  the  moderate  esteem 
in  wliich  he  held  the  men  of  Massachusetts.  Thus 
he  writes  :  "  I  am  taking  vwry  jirecaution  I  can 
"  to  guard  against  the  e\il  ;  i)nt  we  ha\e  a  kind 
"  of  people  to  deal  witli  who  will  not  liar  danger 
"  till  the  bayonet  is  at  their  brc-a>t  ;  and  then 
"   they  are  susceptible  enough  of  it."  ' 

Having   with    nmch   ado    made    the    ships   sea- 
worthy, (jcneral  Howe  set  sail,  directing  his  course 

•  'l\j  .J().-iij)Ii  Kccil,  Marcli  2.").  177').  \V!i-liiii;.Mt>n's  army  at 
this  timo,  by  the  Atljiitiint's  niuni,  aiiiuutitcd  to  21,H(K1  iikii, 
of  which  nuiiih(;r  howcvc-r  2,70()  wen;  sick.  (I-ifc,  l)y  Sparks, 
p.  17.'>.)  IIowc'h  troops  hy  their  Provision  Kctiinis  were  only 
7,.57f>  hcsi<h's  thf  nitii  in  hospital,  niiiounting  to  between  (ivy 
and  six  hundred  more.     (Aineriean  Archives,  vol.  v.  p.  ■\bU.) 
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to  Halifax,  ^^•llicll  lie  {Icsijiucd  as  the  liead  (luartcrs  C  11  A  1'. 

-                           .            ,             I  HI 
of  his   arinv   until    the   reinforcements  from    Knii-  , 1 _, 

land  should  arrive.  From  the  grievous  deficiencies  1"VG. 
of  the  transport  service  he  had  been  compelled 
to  leave  behind  a  large  amount  of  stores  and  ord- 
nance, and  to  spike  many  excellent  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. On  the  other  hand  he  had  taken  with  him, 
at  their  own  urgent  request,  above  a  thousand  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  ^Yho  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  parent-state,  and  who  dreaded  on  that 
account  the  vengeance  of  their  countrymen.  Be- 
fore they  had  embarked  they  had,  as  Washington 
informs  his  brother,  publicly  declared  that  "  if 
"  they  thought  the  most  abject  submission  would 
"  procure  them  peace  they  never  would  have 
"  stirred."*  Indeed  throughout  this  contest,  and 
amidst  all  the  qualities  displayed  by  the  Ameri- 
cans— many  of  those  qualities  being  entitled  to 
high  respect  and  commendation — there  was  none 
certainly  less  amiable  than  their  merciless  rancour 
against  those  among  them  who  adhered  to  the 
Royal  side.  In  reference  to  those,  a  ferocious 
saying  carae  to  be  current  in  America,  that  though 
we  are  commanded  to  forgive  our  enemies,  we  are 
nowhere  connnandcd  to   forgive  our  friends. f     In 

*  Letter  to  John  Augustine  "Washington,  March  ^51.  17 76, 
as  printed  in  the  American  Archives. 

f  Grahame's  History,  vol.  iv.  p.  321.  Mr  ( irahanie  does  not 
seem  to  be  aware  that  this  saying  is  (juotcd  by  Bacon  in  his 
Essay  on  Revenge,  and  ascribed  to  the  invention  of  Cosmo 
Duke  of  Florence. 


128  IlISTOUV    or    I'Nfil.AND 

C  II  A  r.  i\f'cTciu-i'  to  tlicm    triK'  .Udbiiriili  jiisticc  was  inoiv 
, '   ■  tlian  oiRC  administtrcd — lirst  the  punisliiiicnt,  then 


177(i.  the  accusation,  and  last  of  all  the  evidence!  In 
reference  to  them,  even  the  ordinary  feelings  of 
compassion  were  suspended,  l^ven  so  generous 
and  exalted  a  mind  as  Washington's  docs  not  al- 
ua\s  foiin  an  exception  to  this  remark.  Thus  in 
the  letter  to  his  brother,  from  which  1  just  now 
(juoted,  he  speaks  of  the  exiles  from  IJoston  in 
terms  that  he  would  never  surely  have  applied  to 
any  other  of  the  luiman  race.  *'  By  all  accounts 
"  there    never  existed    a    more    miserable  set   of 

"  beings  than  these  wretched  creatures  are 

"  Thev  chose  to  commit  themselves  to  the  mercy 
"  of  the   waves,  at  a   tempestuous  season,  rather 

"  than  meet    their  offended   countrymen 

"   One  or  two  have  done  what  a  great  many  ought 
"   to  have  done  long  ago — committed  suicide!" 

To  the  Americans  the  recovery  of  Boston,  after 
no  many  struggles  and  so  protracted  a  blockade, 
l)ecame  a  natural  topic  of  triumph.  The  Congress 
voted  that  in  conunemoration  of  this  great  event 
there  should  be  struck  a  Medal  m  gold  and  bronze  ; 
and  it  was  struck  accordingly,  not  indeed  for  lack 
of  an  artist  in  America,  but  by  their  direction,  in 
France.*      It  was  ordered   that  in   token   of  their 

•  This  fine  medal  is  not  in  the  collcetion  of  the  British 
Murtt.uni,  but  I  have  seen  it  there  in  llie  Cabinet  brlonjiing  to 
Mr.  Hawkins,  nnd  I  have  nnothcr  in  u\y  own  pn^sc  ssi<in.  It 
has  often  been  engraveil.     On   the   one   side   appears   tlie  head 
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gratitude  the  Medal  sliould  bear  the  elli<i,y  and  the  (    II  A  I', 
praise  of  Washington  as  Asscrtor  of  their  Freedom  ;  , '  , 


and  this  vote  Avas  aeeompanied  by  another  of  \~~i>. 
cordial  thanks. — Washington  remained  a  few  days 
longer  at  lioston,  busy  in  levelling  the  works  upon 
the  Neck  and  making  other  needful  arrangements. 
By  that  time  it  was  well  understood  that  the  next 
main  object  of  British  enterprise  was  to  be  New 
York  ;  and  to  New  York,  therefore,  Washington 
and  the  greater  part  of  his  army  now  repaired. 
He  found  time  however  for  a  rapid  visit  to  Phila- 
delphia, so  as  to  concert  his  future  measures  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Congress. 

In  England  meanwhile  the  expected  reinforce- 
ments were  being  urged,  though  scarcely  with  the 
requisite  vigour  and  celerity.  The  Cabinet  had 
entertained  some  hopes  of  Russian  auxiliaries, 
but  the  negotiation  for  that  object  could  not  be 
matured. — Early  in  the  year  treaties  M'crc  signed 
with  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  for  taking  into 
British  pay  twelve  thousand  of  his  men  ;  with 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  other  petty  potentates 
of  Germany  for  five  thousand  more.  These  little 
Princes,  seeing  the  need  of  England,  which  did  not 
choose  to  lean,  as  she  might  and  should  have  done, 
on  her  own  right  arm,  insisted  on  oi)taining,  and 

of  Washington — adsertori  ltbertatis  ;— on  the  other  side  a 

view  of  the  American   officers    on    Dorchester  Ileiglits    with 
Boston  in   the  distance  and   the  inscription  Bostoxium  recu- 
PEUATUM ; — HOSTiuus    rR:MO    FUGATis ;    by    thesc   last    words 
]>lainly  renouncing  all  the  idle  vnnnts  of  Lexington. 
VOL.  vr.  K 
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C  II  A  r.  (lid  ()i)t:iiii,  most  usurious  U-rms.      I'lidcr  tlie  name 

L       _j  of  U'\y-in()iu-y   {\\vvv  av.is   to  \)c  ]):ii(l  to  tliciii   the 

lT7(i.  price  of  tliii  t y  cTowns  for  every  fbot-soldicr.  Under 
the  name  of  subsidy  each  of  tlieir  Serene  llitxh- 
nesscs  was  moreover  to  be  indulged  with  a  yearly 
sum,  irrespective  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
troops  ;  and  on  tlie  plea  that  in  this  case  no  certain 
number  of  years  was  stipulared  as  the  term  of 
service,  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  claimed  and  was 
promised  a  double  subsidy,  namely  450,000  crowns 
a  year  I  The  men  were  to  enter  into  pay  before 
they  began  to  march  !  The  subsidies  were  to  be 
continued  for  one  iiill  year  at  least,  after  the  war 
was  over  and  the  troops  had  returned  to  their 
respective  homes !  Never  yet  in  short  was  the 
blood  of  brave  men  sold  on  harder  terms. 

The  disgrace  of  this  transaction  to  the  (ierman 
Princes  who  engaged  in  it  ic(|uires  little  connnent. 
If  the  rude  Swiss  mountaineers  of  the  middle  ages 
have  been  justly  reproached  for  their  mercenary 
practice,  how  much  more  justly  will  that  reproach 
apply  to  educated  ir.en  of  the  eighteenth  century! 
l''ven  now  the  traveller,  as  lie  fm^ers  over  the 
delicious  garden-slopes  of  W'ilhelms-I  lohe,  may 
siffh  to  think  at  what  sacrifice  they  were  adorned  — 
liow  many  burgher's  sons  fiom  the  adjoining  town  of 
Cassel  were  sent  Ibrtli,  for  no  object  beyond  re- 
])li-ni>hiiig  the  coll'ers  of  their  So\ereign,  to  light  and 
to  fkll  in  a  (piancl  not  their  own.  The  ablest  by 
tar  of  the  (ierman  Princes  at  that  time,  Frederick 
{.f  I'lussiri,  V. as  not    in    general  a  man    of  compas- 
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sionate  feelings.      lie  liad  no  especial  love  or  care  c  II  A  I' 
ibr  the  North  American  cause  ;  indeed  it  is  scarcely  .        ''"  , 
mentioned  in  liis  most  fiuniliar  letters,  unless  for  a      ITT'J. 
sorry  jest  on  the  name  of  General  Howe.*     Yet 
even  Frederick  expressed  in  strong  terms  his  con- 
tempt for  the  scandalous  man-traffic  of  his  neigh- 
bours.    It  is  said  that  whenever  any  of  the  newly 
hired  Brunswickers  or  Hessians  had  to  pass  througli 
any  portion  of  his  territory  he  claimed  to  levy  on 
them  the  usual  toll  as  for  so  many  head  of  cattle, 
since  he  said  they  had  been  sold  as  such  !  f 

Nor  can  the  British  Ministry  in  this  transaction 
be  considered  free  from  blame.  If  men  were 
needed  was  there  any  lack  of  them  in  Knglaiul? 
Was  it  wise  to  inform  foreign  states  that  we  deemed 
ourselves  thus  dependent  on  foreign  aid  ?  Was 
it  wise  to  hold  forth  to  America  the  first  example 
of  obtaining  assistance  from  abroad  ?  Above  all, 
if  conciliation  was  to  be  the  object  full  as  much 
as  conquest,  how^  signal  the  imprudence  thus,  in 
the  midst  of  a  civil  strife,  to  thrust  forward  aliens 
to  both  parties,  in  blood,  in  language,  and  in 
manners  !  What  else  could  be  expected  than 
that  these  aliens  should  feel  themselves  restrained 
by  no  ties  of  affinity,  by  no  feelings  of  affection, 
from  wreaking  on  their  opponents  the  utmost 
miseries    of  war  ?     Considerations   such   as   these 

*  '•  Nous  cntcnilons  parlor  ilu  General  IIowc  <lont  cliaque 
"  cliien  on  abcnant  prononcc  lo  nom."  (A  Voltaire,  le  17  Jiiin 
1777.) 

f  J)cn  ilblichen  vkh-zoU.  Sec  Prcus3,  Lcbens-Geschicbte, 
vol.  iii.  p.  472. 
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(11  \\\  wvvv  \v;irmlv  urixcd  in  both  ll(ui-c<   of  Pai-liaiiK'Ht, 

, .  Imt    onlv    l)y    small    in'morilics.      In    Anurica,   on 

'"""•  tlic  contrary,  such  considerations  ajiju-ar  to  have 
])crva(]cd  tlic  great  body  of  the  people.  Certain 
it  i<  that  atnonir  tlie  various  causes  Avhich  at  this 
period  urouiiht  upon  our  ti"an>- Atlantic  hretlu'cn 
to  ifnounce  their  connection  ^vith  us,  tlierc  was 
none  more  cogent  in  their  minds  tlian  the  news 
that  German  mercenaries  liad  been  hired  and  \vere 
coming  to  fight  against  them. 

The  reinforcements  from  l^ngland  were  inijia- 
tiently  expected  by  General  Howe,  wlio  felt  all 
the  danger  of  dehiy  at  such  a  juncture  ;  but  during 
many  weeks  they  were  expected  in  vain.  Besides 
the  main  ol)ject  of  New  York,  Howe  had  in  con- 
templation two  smaller  enterprises,  one  to  the  south 
for  the  reduction  of  the  ( 'arolinas,  another  to  the 
north  for  the  relief  of  Quebec.  To  the  conunand 
of  the  first  was  ap})ointed  (Jeneral  Clinton,  to  the 
conimand  of  the  second,  at  a  laier  period.  General 
Burgoyne. 

^\'i1h  1-espect  to  North  ( 'arolina,  Mr.  Martin, 
the  late  (icnernor  of  that  pro\  ince,  had  endea- 
voured to  raise  a  counter-revolution,  through  the 
means  of  the  Highland  emigrants  and  of  certain 
unrulv  men  known  bv  the  name  of  lli:(;i  r.\TOHs  *  ; 
but  hi'-  levies  wi-re  (juiekl\-  routed  and  dispersed.    In 

•  "  'V\\v  licjjulator.s  linil  artniircil  tliis  iininc  fnnii  tlicir  ntlcmpt- 
"  ing  to  rcgulalr  tilt;  uiliiiiiii.stratioii  of  justice  in  tlie  remote 
"  Kettleinents  in  a  sunmviry  manner  subversive  of  the  pul)lic 
"  peace."    (Hnmsny's  History  of  the  Kevolution.  vol.  i    p.  L^'j.'J.) 
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vSouth  Carolina  it  was  liopcd  that  the  Roval  caux-  ('  u  A  l'. 

•                         I  1 1 1 
might  he  l)cttcr  supported.  —  (ieneral  C'hnton  aniv-  , '      "    . 


ing  off  Cape  Fear  there  met  a  s(|ua(hon  of  sliips  ITT'J. 
from  England  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having  on 
board  a  detaehment  of  troops  under  Karl  C'orn- 
wallis.  Early  in  June  this  combined,  force  came 
to  anchor  off  Charleston  Bar.  The  first  object 
was  to  reduce  Sullivan's  Island,  which  guarded  the 
entrance  of  the  river,  and  on  which  the  Americans 
had  constructed  a  new  fort.  A  brave  officer, 
Colonel  Moultrie,  connnandcd  at  this  post,  while 
Oeneral  Charles  Lee  was  near  at  hand  with  a 
large  body  of  militia,  having  been  despatched  by 
Congress  to  this  district  on  the  first  rumours  of 
its  danger.  Clinton  disembarked  his  men  upon 
a  sand-bank  called  Long  Island,  from  which  he 
expected  to  pass  over  into  Sullivan's  by  a  ford. 
But  he  had  been  grossly  deceived  by  erroneous 
soundings,  and  found  to  his  great  mortification  the 
channel,  which  was  reported  to  be  only  eighteen 
inches,  upwards  of  seven  feet  in  depth.  Thus  the 
King's  forces  were  arrested  by  an  impervious  gulf 
at  the  very  time  of  action,  and  at  the  very  place 
where  they  had  expected  to  pass  almost  dry-shod. 
The  fort  on  Sullivan's  Island  (since  from  its  de- 
fender called  Moultrie's)  was  meanwhile  cannon- 
aded by  the  ships,  but  their  fire  was  far  more  effec- 
tually returned,  and  finally,  notwithstanding  most 
siffnal  ffallantrv  in  the  conduct  of  Parker  and  his 
captains,  one  of  them   named  Mt)rris  conspicuous 
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ril  A  P.  above  all,  the  attack,  and  indeed  tlic  whole  expc- 
j  dition,  liad  to  he  reliiKiiiished,   with  iiiueh  damage 


I.III. 


J  "Li       to  several  of  the   vessels,   and  two  liiuulred  men 
killed  or  wounded. 

In  Canada,  better  success  attended  the  British 
arms.  Towards  the  elosc  of  winter  Arnold,  still 
before  (Quebec,  had  been  superseded  by  the  arrival 
of  Cieneral  W'ooster,  and  had  retired  in  disgust  to 
Montreal.  His  absence  was  in  itself  a  grievous 
loss  to  the  Amciicaiis.  (neat  irregularities  more- 
over became  rile  among  them.  The  Adjutant 
General  of  their  own  army  complains,  not  merely 
of"  provincial  jealousies  "  and  "  quarrelling  (lenc- 
"  rals,"  but  still  more  of  "  a  most  incredible  waste 
"  or  embezzlement  of  all  stores  and  provisions."  * 
—  ( )n  the  other  side  reinforcements  had  been  jno- 
niised  to  Carleton,  as  soon  as  the  season  might 
allow  ;  and  even  before  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  fully  cleared,  three  ships,  forcing 
their  way  through  the  ice,  joined  him  at  Quebec 
Hereupon — it  was  the  Oth  of  May — Carleton  sal- 
lied ibrth  against  the  enemy  at  his  gates ;  they 
were  already  retreating,  but  he  put  them  to  the 
rout  with  the  loss  of  all  their  baggage  and  artil- 
lery. The  campaign  thus  auspiciously  begun  was 
no  less  auspiciously  pursued.  ( )iie  division  of  the 
Americans  was  ca|)ture(l  at  llK'C'cdars;  another 
was  defeated  at  the  Three  Rivers  ;  the  rest  were 
driven  in  confiision  bevond  Lake  ( 'hamplain  ;  and 

•    Lif.'  of  rroHidciit  Rco«l,  vmI.  i.  p.  L'K). 
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Iliiis   before    inid^umnicr   the   entire   pro\iiK'e    had  ('  II  A  I'. 
l)ccn  recovered  tor  tlie  Kiiit?.  , . 


"O" 


In  several  of  these  actions,  and  ai)ove  all  at  the  177'i. 
Cedars,  the  Britisli  allowed  themselves  to  he  joined 
by  some  parties  of  the  Indians — a  most  cruel  and, 
as  it  deserved  to  be,  a  most  precarious  resource  in 
such  a  war.  To  whichever  side  the  savages  at- 
tached themselves — for  both  at  various  times  in- 
vited their  co-operation, —  they  brought  with  them 
far  more  discredit  than  support.  Trained  in  habits 
of  bloodshed,  and  little  awed  by  the  authoiity  of 
American  or  ICuropean  officers,  these  lied  Mvn 
might  be  useful  as  foragers  or  as  spies  and  scouts, 
but  were  chietly  known  by  the  terrors  which  they 
spread  among  the  undefended,  and  the  barbarities 
which  they  sought  to  wreak  upon  the  })iisoners 
and  the  wounded. — Unhappily  upon  this  subject 
it  was  found  much  easier  to  blame  than  to  ibr- 
bcar.  An  American  of  the  present  day  observes  : 
*'  Writers  of  all  parties  have  united  in  condenming 
"  a  practice,  so  unjustifiable  in  itself  and  so  hostile 
"  to  the  principles  of  civilization,  while  at  the 
"  same  time  belligerents  of  all  ])arties  have  con- 
"  tinned  to  follow  it,  even  down  to  the  late  war 
"  between  England  and  the  United  States."  * 

*  Note  of  ;Mr.  Sparks  to  AVasIiingtoir,s  "Writing?,  vol.  iii. 
p.  495.  It  appears  from  the  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  a3 
Mr.  Sparks  proceeds  to  state,  that  on  May  2o.  177G,  they  re- 
solved, "  That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  engage  the  Indians  in 
"  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies."  Tliey  also  authorized 
"Washington  to  employ  the  Indians  of  IVnoh-cot  and  St.  .John's 
who  had  protVered  their  service.-*. 
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^^'•^^'-        W  liilr   tlir  caiiipaiirii  liad  lliiis    rn-oiiinuMicccl  in 

Mil.      /.         ,        ,  '  . 

( ^   -^  (  aiiail.i,    tlic    tr()0|)s    ot    (u'lirial    Ilowf,    ca^cr    as 

l.,().  they  wcMc  tor  action,  slill  rciiiaiiu'd  coopcil  up  in 
tlieir  ilisnial  Nova  Scotia  (juartcis.  Thus  writes 
one  ot"  the  oflieers  :  "  'I'hi-  Drau^oons  are  under 
"  orders  tor  Halifax  — a  eurseil,  eoKI  wintry  phice 
"  e\en  yet  ;  nothing  to  eat,  less  to  think.  IJad 
"  times,  my  dear  tViend  !  ''  *  In  such  u  situation 
the  dehiys  in  tlie  arri\al  of  the  armainent  from 
Europe,  great  as  they  really  were,  seemeil  greater 
still.  General  Ilowe,  at  length  losing  ])atience,  re- 
solved, with  the  forces  already  under  his  command, 
to  sail  towards  New  York.  Setting  out  on  the 
lUth  of  June,  he  arrived  off  Sandy  Hook  in  the 
latter  ])art  of  the  same  mouth.  He  ])roceeded  to 
laud  his  men  oil  Stateii  Island,  wIktc  W'a.sliiugtou 
had  placed  only  a  small  military  lorce,  with  a  view- 
to  the  supplies,  and  where  the  laiglish  accordingly 
encountereil  no  resistance.  So  far  from  it,  that 
they  were  recei\ed  with  great  cK  nioustrations  of 
joy  hy  the  inhahitants,  who  took  the  Oaths  of 
Allegiance,  and  c-nrolleil  themselves  in  bodies  of 
Militia  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  'iVvon,  lately 
(jovernor  oi"  the  ])rovince.  No  li>s  faNourahle  re- 
presentatioirs  as  to  the  state  of  jxipular  fcu'Iing 
reac'lu'd  tlu-  c'anij)  from  l-ong  Inland,  and  the 
neighbouring  j)arts  of  New  .lersey.  I)V  the  I'Jlli 
of"  July,  the  ( ieneral  found  himself"  joined  bv  his 
brother  the   Admiral;   and  some  time    latci-    there 

•  Letter  in  AnKiican  Aiclii\ cs,  vol.  v.  |».  ■t2(i. 
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arrived  tiic  <jjrcatcr  ])art  of  tlic  traiisjjoits  dtu'  from  f"  il  A  i*. 
Enulaiul.      Lord   IIowc  Iiad   (irst  toiiclicd  al  Mali-  ,    ''"'■ 


fax,  and  from  tlicncc  been  dirceted  to  Sandy  Hook.  177'i 
There  were  on  board  liis  fleet,  besides  Uritisli  trooj)s, 
many  of  the  ex])ected  mercenaries  from  Ilessc  and 
Brunswick,  but  their  hist  cHvision  had  not  }t't  h'ft 
Knghuid  ;  and,  iiideech  it  is  to  be  observed  of  them, 
that  dear-bought  as  they  had  been,  they  never  at 
any  time  reached  the  full  numbers  required  by  tlie 
treaties.*  It  was  reckoned  that  the  whole  united 
force,  comprising  the  troops  returui'd  I'rom  C'liarles- 
ton,  and  the  lingering  dclachmciits  due  from 
England,  would  amount  to  30,UU0,  although,  as  it 
proved,  it  fell  short  of '2.0,000  men. 

Besides  the  trooi)s,  Lord  IIowc  had  brought 
with  him  a  document,  which  it  was  hoped  might 
render  them  unnecessary  —  the  Royal  Warrant 
aj)pointing  himself  and  General  Howe  Com- 
missioners under  the  kite  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
pacification  of  America.  No  doubt  that  the  selec- 
tion of  such  men  was  most  wisely  made.  The 
memory  of  their  elder  brother,  who  had  fallen  glo- 
riously in  the  wars  against  the  French  in  Canada, 
\vas  endeared  to  the  colonists  wlio  had  fought  by 
his  side.  Both  Lord  Howe  and  the  General,  but 
Lord  Howe  especially,  had  ever  since  cultivated  a 
most  friendly  intercourse  witii  tiie  Americans,  and 

*  The  men  serving  in  Anierion,  an<l  '•  subsidised  "  in  addition 
to  tlie  national  troops,  are  computed  by  Cliief  Justice  Marshall 
at  "  about  thirteen  thousand."  (Lite  of  Washington,  voL  ii. 
p.  382.) 
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C  II  A  r.  HOW  eiitcrtaimul  a  most   I'nnicst  wish  to  conclude 

; '     ■      the  stiite  ai^aiii.st  them.      IJiit   judicious  as  was  the 

]77<>.  choice  ol"  the  Commissioners,  the  restricted  terms 
of  tlie  ('ommission  wt-re  certainly  in  the  highest 
degree  im|)ontic.  Lord  Howe  liad  hd)onred,  l)ut 
vainly,  to  obtain  its  enlargeniLiit  ;  it  amounted, 
in  tact,  to  little  more  than  the  j)()wer,  tirst,  of  re- 
ceivini:;  submissions,  and  then,  but  not  till  then,  of 
granting  j)ardons  and  inquiring  into  grievances.* 
Yet  still,  since  tiiese  terms  luul  not  been  divulged 
and  were  nnich  magnilied  by  conmion  rumour,  the 
name  of  the  Commission  was  not  ill  adapted  lor 
popular  effect.  Had  Lord  Ilowe  arrived  with  it  a 
few  months,  or  even  only  a  few  weeks  before,  as 
lie  mitrht  ami  should  have  done,  we  are  assured  bv 
American  writers  that  an  in)prc^>i()n  might  have 
been  produced  by  it,  in  some  at  least  ot  the  Tiiir- 
teen  Colonies,  to  an  extent  which  they  *'  cannot 
*'  calculate"  or  rather,  perhaps,  which  they  do  not 
like  to  own.t  Hut  these  few  months  had  been 
(leei>i\e  in  another  iliri'ction.  During  these  months 
both  the  feeling  and  tlu'  jjosition  of  the  insurgents 
had  most  materially  changed. 

At    the   beginning   of  the   troubles,   as    1    ha\c 


•  IMS,  Tnf^triiction?,  'Mny  (y.  177<».  Stati'  PajMr  (llRco.  It  is 
therein  rt'ijuircd  as  a  preliminary  condition,  before  any  province 
hhall  lie  «leclare<l  in  the  Kinjj'.s  peace,  tliat  its  Convention,  or 
Conunitt<'e,  or  Association,  "  which  have  n.surjx.Ml  ptjwers,"  shall 
be  dissolved. 

t  See,  fur  exainpl.-,  llir  Lif.-  of  Trfsid.-iit  Kr.-d,  \..l.  i. 
p.  19C). 
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already  shown,  and  lor  a  lon'j;  lime  afUTwards,  ilu-   c  i\  \  i>. 
vast  majority  of  llic   AnK-ricans  liad   no  ^vi^ll   nor  ^ "   , 


tliougiit  of  scj)aration  from  tlio  niotlicr  conntry.  lT7<i. 
Their  ohject  was  substantially,  and  witli  only  sonic 
new  safe-guards  for  tlieu'  rights,  to  revert  to  the 
same  state  in  which  they  had  been  before  the 
administration  of  (Jeorge  Grenville.  But  the  fur- 
ther the  conflict  ])roceedcd,  the  less  and  less  easy  of 
attainment  did  tliat  object  seem.  How  hard,  after 
what  had  passed,  to  restore  harmonious  action  be- 
tween the  two  Powers  now  at  strife;  for  the  people 
to  trust  the  (lovernors  appointed  In'  the  King; 
for  the  King  to  trust  the  Assemblies  elected  by  the 
people  !  Even  where  the  actual  wrong  might  iiave 
departed,  it  would  still  leave  its  fatal  legacy, 
rancour  and  suspicion,  behind.  Under  the  influence 
of  these  feelings,  a  great  number  of  persons  in  all 
these  colonies  were  gradually  turning  their  minds 
to  the  idea  of  a  final  separation  from  the  parent 
State.  Still  in  all  these  colonies,  excepting  only 
in  New  England,  there  were  many  lingering 
regrets,  many  deep-rooted  doubts  aiul  misgivings. 
John  Adams  writes  as  follows  :  —  "  My  dear 
*'  friend  Gates,  all  our  misfortunes  arise  liom  a 
**  siniile  source — the  reluctance  of  the  Southern 
*' Colonies  to  Republican  government."*  Here 
are  the  words  at  the  same  ])eriod  of  another  popu- 
lar leader:  "  Notwithstamling  the  Act  of  Par- 
"  liament  for  seizing  our  pr()i)crty,  there  is  a  strange 

*  Tliis  was   in   IMaroli,    177(>.     (American  Archive*,  vol.  v. 
P   -t.  2.) 
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V  W  \  V.   ♦'  reluctance  in  the  miiuls  of  many  to  cut  the  knot 

V '      "    ,   '•  wliicli  ties  us  to  (ireat  Hiitaiii."  *      JJesides  sucli 

!""<'•  total  clitlereiice  of  views,  tin  re  wi'ie  also,  as  in 
most  |)oj)ular  clianLCes,  some  wild  inisaj)|)reliensions 
current.  ( )iu>  gentleman,  a  correspondent  of 
Wiushiniijtoii,  states  thai  he  lu-artl  this  (juestion 
asked  and  answered  as  follows:  —  "  What  do  vou 
"  mean  by  Independence?  —  We  mean  a  form  of 
•*  government  to  make  us  independent  of  the  rich, 
*'  and  every  man  ai)le  to  do  as  he  pleases!"! 

To  inform  ami  to  animate  the  people  on  this 
subject,  several  writers  of  pamphlets  now  appeared. 
The  chief  amon<r  them  was  Thomas  Paine,  after- 
wards so  notorious  for  his  conduct  in  Revolutionary 
France,  and  for  his  authorship  of  the  **  Ap^e  of 
*'  Reason."  I'ainc,  I  regret  to  own  it,  was  a 
native  of  England  ;  at  his  outset  a  Quaker,  and  a 
stay-maker  of  Thetford,  in  Norfolk.  Ere  long  he 
became  estranged  both  from  his  j)rofession  and  his 
principles.  lie  had  esjioused  the  views  of  a  seolfer 
in  leligion,  and  ol  a  le\'eller  in  jxijilies.  IK-  had 
tried  various  trades  and  walks  of  \\{'c  —  as  sailor, 
excise-n)an,  schoolmaster,  ami  ))oet  —  but  at  last  ho 
settled  down  to  that  oi"  tlemocratie  agitatoi",  rightiv 
conceiving  that  to  bawl  and  to  seribbU'  mu^t  be  at 
all  times  easier  than  to  work.      1  Ia\ing attracted  the 

•  Letter  of  Reed  to  Wnsliington,  March  3.  17T<;. 

■j"  See  tlie  Amcriean  Archives,  vol.  vi.  p.  .'JIK).  Of  aiiotlier 
Billy  Bpeech  in  his  ln-arinj.',  the  snnie  writer  nays  :  "  I  shamed 
•'  the  fool  K<>  imii'h  that  \\<i  "liink  away,  hut  li<-  put  liis  election 
••  by  it :  " 
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notice  ol"  l-Vanklin,  and  ohfaiiu'd  troiii  liim  a  K'ttcr  C  II  A  r 

,.,..,,,.  ,       l.lll. 

of   rccomineiulalioii    to   Ins  tricntls,    1  anu'    crossed  ^ 


the  Atlantic  in  177  !•,  and  went  to  live  at  Piiiladcl-  1T7G. 
])liia.  Here  the  ne\vsj)ai)ers,  or  ])eriodical  essays, 
liist  gave  scope  to  his  declamatory  powers.  His 
l)aniphlet,  in  the  spring  of  177^>»  ^vInch  was 
entitled  "  C'onnnon  Sense,"  and  wliich  expressed 
in  clear  bold  language  the  most  cogent  arguments 
that  could  be  devised  in  behalf  of  Inde])endence, 
produced  a  strong  effect  in  all  the  colonies,  and 
drew  forth  warm  j)raise  from  all  the  })opular 
leaders. 

IJnt  it  was  not  solely  upon  ])am|)hlets  that  these 
jiojiular  leaders  relied.  On  some  occasions  use 
was  also  made,  not  only  of  harangues  to  the  soldiers, 
but  likewise  of  sermons  to  the  people.  In  both, 
so  far  as  we  can  gather,  historical  parallels  were 
among  the  favourite  figures  of  speech.  TIuis,  for 
instance,  at  Philadelphia  \vc  find  a  preaclier  com- 
paring the  ])eople  of  Israel  with  the  people  of 
America,  and  King  Pharaoh  with  King  George.* 
Thus,  in  Massachusetts,  a  few  months  before,  a 
British  officer  going  out  from  Boston  in  the  disguise 
of  a  countryman,  saw  a  company  of  Militia  exer- 
cised, and  listened  to  the  si)eech  of  their  com- 
mander,—  "very  eloquent,  cpiotmg  Ca'sar  and 
Pom])cy,  Brigadiers  Putnam  and  Ward."  t 
The    gradual     progress    of  the    itlea     of    Imle- 

*   American  Arcliivcs,  vol.  vi.  p.  4S8. 
t  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  1265. 
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'.  j)tMuli'nco  ill  tlir  niiiuls  of  tlie  ])(.()|)lc'  may  he 
_j  clearly  tracctl  tlirouuli  tlic  fir.st  six  luoiiths  ot"  177^^« 
I77(i.  Se\oral  of  the  eoh)nies  sent  instnietioiis  to  their 
delei^ates  in  Congress,  ilesiriii<j:  or  direetin*;  them 
to  vole  for  a  separation.  Amoni;  the  \'irginian.s 
tlie  a])j)etite  for  sueh  a  measme  was  so  keen,  tiiat 
they  in  fiiet  resolved  it  for  their  own  eolony  some 
time  before  any  general  system  of  that  kind  had 
received  the  sanction  of  C'ongress.  A  Connnillee 
])re|)ared,  and  on  the  '2J[U  of  May  rei)ortfd  to  the 
Convention  at  W'illiamsburgh  a  "  Declaration  of 
"  Rights,"  which  at  a  later  period  served  the 
Revolutionists  of  France  lor  the  model  of  their 
more  celebrated  "  Rights  of  Man."  In  that 
Declaration  it  is  afhrmed  that  the  Rights  which  arc 
claimed  cannot  exist  with  hen-ditary  monarchy. 
For  the  fourth  Article  states,  that  "  the  idea  of  a 
*'  man  being  born  a  magistrate,  a  legislator,  or  a 
"  judge,  is  unnatural  and  absurd."  In  other 
])laces  there  were  symptoms  less  decided,  perhaps, 
but  scarcely  less  significant  of  the  ])opular  ten- 
(kiicv.  Thus,  in  tlii'  Maryland  (  "oun  (.-ntion,  we 
find  this  Resolution  adopti-d  on  the  'J,}th  of  May, 
"  'I'hat  every  Rraver  and  Petition  for  the  King's 
"  Majesty  be  henceforth  omitted  in  all  Churches 
"  or  Chapels  of  the  j)rovince."  Ihr  Congress 
itself,  or  at  least  its  leading  nu-ndx  is,  had  become 
b\  thi>  tiim-  ripe  for  siu  h  a  change.  So  far  back 
as  the  November  ))receding,  they  had  aiijiointed  a 
Secret  Connnittee  for  coi  rc's])onding  '*  with  the 
•♦  friends  of  Aimrica  in  Great  Riitain,  Irelaml,  ami 
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"  Oilier  nails  ofllii'  woiltl."  '      Dv  that  ('oiiimittoe   C  II  A  r. 

•        '                      •     '             I  1 1 1 
a    few    iHoiitlis    alUMwaitls,    Silas    Dcaiu',    ol    ("on-  , '      "   . 

iiecticiit,  was   dcspatclu'd   on   a  |)ri\atc'   mission   to       iTT'i. 

Paris.      His  instructions,   wliicli   hear  llic   date   oi 

the  3d  of  March,  direct  him  to  inform  the  Count 

de  Vergennes,  tiie  French   Minister   for   Foreign 

Affairs,   "  that    if  we  should,   as    there  is  a  great 

•'  appearance  we  shall,  come  to  a  total  sej)arution 

"  irom    (ireat   IJritain,    France    would    he    looked 

'*  upon  as  the  Power,  whose  friendshi})  it  would  he 

"  fittest  for  us  to  ohtain  and  cultivate." 

Besides  the  other  causes  of  alienation  from  Fng- 

laiid  at   this  juncture,  tliere  was  one  less  ohvious, 

hut  prohahly  not  less  real.      It  had  been  a  saying 

of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  that  our  conquests 

alonjr  the  St.  Lawrence  would  hereafter  lead  to  tiic 

severance  of  our  own  American  Colonies  from  the 

])arent  State,  and   that  France  would  thus  obtain  a 

compensation   for   her  loss.t     While   Canada  was 

still    in    tlie    hands    of  a    powerful    enemy.    New 

England  was  compelleil  to  lean   on  Old   England 

for  sup})ort.     The  removal  of  the  external  pressure 

tended  to  loosen  this  connecting  tie.     Such  change 

of  feeling  may  have  wrought  unconsciously  with 


*  On  the  first  unaiitliorisoil  notions  of  aid  from  France,  in 
the  aiituinn  of  IVTo,  sec  a  curious  passage  in  the  Life  of  John 
Jay,  by  his  son  AVilliam  Jaj-,  vol.  i.  p.  39. 

■\  On  the  prediction  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  and  on  this 
Avhole  branch  of  the  subject,  I  would  refer  the  reader  to  that 
most  able  Speech  on  Colonial  Government  delivered  by  Lord 
John  Russell  in  the  House  of  Commons,  February  8.  1850. 


Ill  iiisroHv   or  r.\c:LANn 

Cll  A  r.    iii:in\,   ii;i\.  with    nio.st,  of  those  whom    it    aill'Ctcd, 
1.111.      jj^jj  .jj^  jj   ij.j^j  ii^jj  (.'scapc'd  tlie  foresight  of  a  states- 

J77(i.      man,  so  did   it   not   fail   to  leaven   and   iml)ue  the 
i^neat  bodv  of  the  ])eoj)li'. 

I  luler  the  inlhienee  of  thi'  \arious  motives  and 
causes  whii-h  I  have  endeaNoured  to  e\))hiin,  hut 
above  all,  no  doubt  Irom  the  feeling  of  petitions 
slighted,  anil  wrongs  unredressed,  the  Congress 
now  took  up  till' (|uestion  of  Independence  in  good 
earnest.  Karlv  in  .Inne,  a  distinet  ))ro|)osal  to  that 
efliect  was  moved  by  Mr.  Kichaiil  Henrv  Lee,  and 
seconded  bv  Mr.  John  Adams  ;  the  latter  the  most 
conspicuous  among  its  defenders  in  debate.  On 
the  other  side  the  princi))al  speaker  was  Mr. 
Dickinson.  He  observed  that  since  the  Member 
for  Massachusetts  had  thought  tit  to  conunence 
l)v  iiuoking  a  Ileathen  (iod,  the  (iod  of  Elo- 
quence, he,  for  his  own  part,  should  more  solennily 
im])lore  the  true  (iod,  the  ruler  of  the  Universe, 
that  if  the  ])roj)osed  measure  was  lor  the  l)enefit  of 
America  n(»lliing  which  he  should  say  against  it 
might  make  the  lea^t  impression.  He  then  uiged 
that  a  Declaration  of  Indei)enilence,  at  such  a 
juncture,  might  divide  the  ])eo))le  of  America,  and 
firndv  unite  against  thiMU  the  ])r(»ple  of  l>ngland. 
"^'et  even  Mr.  l)iekins(»n  went  no  linther  than  to 
counsel  that  some  assurance  should  be  obtained  of 
aid  from  a  foreign  I'ower  before  they  lenounced 
their  connection  with(ireat  Britain,  and  that  the 
Declaration   of  Indej)endence  shoulil   be   the  con- 
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(litioii  to  l)c  ollc'retl  lor  siifli  aid.'      So  liir,  iiiidci'  a  c  II  A  1 

siMiso  of   ilI-usaL;i',    liail    \\\v   old   s[)irit   of   loyalty   , 

(kxTiiR'd  I  ITT'l. 

\\'itli()ut  expressly  adoptijig  the  Resolution  tliii.s 
belbrc  them,  the  Congress  appointed  a  Connnittee 
to  prepare  a  Declaration  in  the  form  desired.  This 
Committee  was  to  consist  of  fi\e  members,  in- 
cluding John  Adams,  Jeflerson,  ami  I'laiikliii. 
.Tellerson,  thougli  the  youngest  of  all,  was  deputed 
to  hold  the  pen.  In  his  own  Memoirs  may  be 
seen  the  draft,  as  he  had  first  framed  it,  with  some 
slight  anKMulinents  bv  I'Vanklin  and  Adams,  and 
as  it  was  then  reported  to  the  House.  Sexcral 
alterations  of  importance  were  subsecpiently  made 
l)y  the  Congress  at  huge.  They  deemed  it  wiser 
to  omit  the  passages  which  conveyed  a  censure  on 
the  British  people,  and  to  aim  their  complaints 
and  charges  as  directly  as  possible  against  the 
King.  Thus,  as  they  imagined,  they  should  in 
great  measure  keep  clear  of  offence  to  their  friends 
in  England.  On  other  grounds  of  policy  they  also 
determined  to  strike  out  a  clause  inserted  by 
Jefferson,  reprobating  in  strong  terms  the  African 
slave-trade.  That  clause  it  was  found  would  dis- 
please  the  Southern  colonies,  which  had  never 
sought  to  prohibit  the  imjiortation  of  slaves,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  desired  to  continue  it.  •'  Our 
"  Northern    brethren,"    adds    Jefferson,    ''  also,    1 

*  A  sketcU  of  Mr.  Dickinson's  speech  will  be  found  in  Dr. 
IJamsay's  History  (vol.  i.  p.  339.). 
VOL.  V!.  L 
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"  l)ilic\i',  flit  a  link'  tc'iulcr  uudvr  these  cciisures, 
"  \'ov    tlioiigli    tlii'ir    |)c'()i)lo    had    vcrv    lew   shivcs 
1770.      "  llicmsc'lvcs,  yi't  they  had  l)cen  considerable  car- 
•'  riers  otthem  to  others."  ' 

It  is  remarkable  that  .bllersoii,  in  iiis  first  draft, 
hail  not  seiii])KHl  to  a\ail  hinisi-ll"  of  the  low  and 
most  unworthy  })rejiidice  whieh  then  ])revailed 
auainst  the  nation  north  of  Tweed.  \\'e  find  iiim 
therein  com])lain  of  the  Kini;  and  j)eoi)le  at  home 
because  they  have  ])ermitted  themselves  **  to  send 
"  over  not  only  soldiers  of  our  common  blood, 
•'  but  Scotch  and  foteiii,n  mercenaries."  l)Ut  this 
])assaL!,e  also  was  struck  out  by  ids  collea<;ues. 

Such  numerous  mutilations  of  the  Draft  were 
bv  no  means  welcome  to  those  who  had  framed  it. 
i-Vanklin,  who  was  sittini;  next  to  .lellerson,  tuiiied 
round  to  him,  and  said,  "  I  haw  made  it  a  rule, 
"  whenever  in  my  })ower,  to  avoid  becomins;'  the 
"  draftsman  of"  ))aj)ers  to  l)e  re\iewed  by  a  ])ublic 
"  boilv.  1  took  my  lesson  from  an  incident  which 
**  I  will  relate  to  you.  When  I  was  a  journeyman 
**  printer,  one  of  my  companions,  an  a])pienlice 
"  hatter,  Iia\inLi,"  serxi'd  out  his  lime,  was  about  to 
"  oj)en  shop  lor  himself.  His  lir.st  concern  was 
'•  to  have  a  handsome  si^n-l)oard,  with  a  i)roper 
'*  inserij)tion.      lie  com])osed  it  in  these  words  :  — 

*♦  .lonx     TlloMl'SON,     11 A  ITF.U,    MAKKS     AM)     SKI.LS 

"  1 1  \  rs    roll    lvi;\i)v    M()^l.^  ;   with  a   liuure  of  a 
"  hat    subjoineil.      l)nt    he   thought    he  would  sub- 

•  Memoirs  ami  Correspondence,  vol.  i.  i>.  Ui.  til.  1829. 
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"  mit  it  to  Iiis  rriciuls  lor  llicir  amcMi(inicn(s.      'I'lic  c  |[  .\  i-. 
"  fiisl   III"  show  I'll    it    to  tli()iiij,lit   iIk'  \voi\l  ll\]ji;i{       '"'• 


"  t;uitoloi;()iis,     because    lollowctl     by    the     woids       iTTfj. 

"  MAKi:s    Uats,  which   showed  he   was  a  hatter. 

"  It  was  struck  out.     Tlie  next  observed,  that  the 

"  word   MARKS   nii^ht  as  well  be  omitted,  because 

"  his    customers  would   not   care  who   made    the 

"  hats;  if  good  to  their  mind,  they  would  buv,  by 

•'  whomsoever  made.     lie  struck  it  out.     A  third 

*'  said  he  thought  the  words,  rou  ukady  money, 

"  were  useless,  as   it  was   not  the   custom  of  the 

"  place  to   sell   on   credit.     Every  one   who   ])ur- 

"  chased    expected    to    pay.      They    were    ])arled 

"with;    and   the   inscrij)tion    now   stood:    *  JoJin 

*'  '  Thomj)son  sells   Hats.*      Sells   hats,  says   his 

"  next  friend,   why  nobody   will    expect    you    to 

*'  give   them  away.     What,    then,    is    the    use    of 

"that   word?      It   was    stricken    out,   and    Hats 

"  followed,  the  rather  as  there  was  one  painted  on 

"  the  board.     So  his  inscription  was  reduced  ulti- 

"  mately  to  Joiint  Tiiomtsont,  with  the  figure  of  a 

"  hat  subjoined."* 

It  is  the  part  of  an  historian  (so  at  least  it  seems 
to  me,  and  on  that  principle  are  the  foregoing 
chapters  framed,)  to  neglect  no  tale  or  incident, 
however  trifling  it  may  api)ear,  that  can  best  illus- 
trate the  feelings  which  })roiluced,  or  the  circum- 
stances which  attended,  any  great  crisis  in  human 
alfairs.     But  the  changes  in   the  Draft  of  the  I)e- 

*  Life  of  Franklin,  by  Spark?,  p.  407. 
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(■  II  A  r.  claialioii,  tlioiiuli  ;;aHinL!:  t<*  ^1'^'  I'liil"-'  <»l  its  aiilliois, 

^ '_j   were    ill    Iriitli    iiuie    iiiatdis    ol"   tU'tail.      ( )ii    its 

177(>.  general  ])riiieij)le  —  on  llic  main  point,  tliat  is  to 
say,  of  Imlependenee  —  a  (li\ision  was  takeMi  at  the 
be<^innin^  otMiiU.  Nine  eolonies  tleclarecl  in  its 
favour.  Four  others  —  iiainelv,  South  CaroHna  and 
Pennsylvania,  New  ^'ork  ami  Di'lawari'  —  either 
voted  against  it  or  would  not  vote  at  all.  lint 
within  a  tew  days,  or  even  hours,  means  were 
found  to  elude  or  to  overeonie  that  obstacle.  The 
delegates  of  South  Carolina  were  induced  to  de- 
claie  that,  although  they  continued  to  think  the 
measure  hurtrul,  they  would  vote  tor  it  lor  tlii' 
sake  of  unanimity.  In  the  Pennsylvanian  delegation 
a  minority  assumed  unto  themselves  the  ])art  of  :i 
majority,  and  undertook  to  give  their  signatures  as 
such.  \\\  such  means  a  seeining  conconl  —  an 
nnanimitvon  paper  —  was  attaineil.*  The  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  aj)j)earing  as  the  act  of 
the  whole   ])eople,  was  linallv   adopted   anil   signed 


•  These  trnnpactions,  which  fur  ji  long  time  romaincd  secret, 
are  exjdained  hy  Mr.  .leU'erson,  partly  in  his  ^Memoirs,  and 
partly  in  his  appended  Letter  to  Mr.  Wells,  dated  IMay  VI. 
181'J.  lie  .states  that  as  to  rcnnsylvania,  "  The  Convention, 
"  learning  that  tlie  Declaration  had  ln-en  signed  by  a  minority 
*'  oidy  of  tlu-ir  d<degat<!S,  named  a  new  delegation  on  th<!  L'Oth 
*' (of  July)."  None  of  the  New  York  didegates  were  present 
on  the  4th,  and  the  signatures  from  that  State  were  delayed  for 
several  days  in  order  to  obtain  fresh  powers  from  their  pro- 
vincial Convention.  One  Member  (Mr.  Thornton,  of  New 
Ilatnjisliire)  was  permitted  to  ad<l  hid  .signature  .so  late  ns  the 
4tli  of  November. 
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l)V  every  iiirnibcr  iJicsiMit   at  llir  linu',  cxci-nt  oiiK-  ^'  "  \  I' 

.■    .                ,  ,   .                                       .                '        I.I  II. 
i\Ir.  Dickin.soii.      'riii.swas  on   \\\v  ItliofJuIv — a   i , 

(lay  wliicli  lias  wvv  since  been  celebiatetl  as  a  '<'''• 
festival  by  the  Americans — as  the  birtii-day,  ibr 
ihns  they  deem  it,  of  their  freedom.  And  anioni; 
all  the  coincidences  of  date  which  History  records, 
theie  is  none  ])erha})s  so  stiikinij;  as  that  John 
Adams  and  Jefl'erson,  the  two  main  movers  of  this 
Declaration,  shonld  both — after  filling  with  .signal 
rei)ntation  the  highest  ofHce  in  their  native  hnid  — 
expire  on  the  iiftieth  annixersary  of  the  day  on 
which  this  their  own  handiwoik,  this  l!ie  foinida- 
tion  of  their  own  greatness,  was  first  sent  fi)rtli. 

This  memorable  Declaration,  on  which  the  fate 
of  so  many  millions  of  j)eoi)Ie,  present  and  fiitnre, 
has  de})ended  lor  weal  or  for  woe,  commences  by 
briefly  stating,  that  men  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  nnalienable  rights,  —  that 
among  these  arc  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
hap])iness, — and  that  whenever  any  form  of  go- 
\ernment  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  it.  The 
document  then  proceeds  at  great  length,  and  with 
nuich  bitterness  of  language,  to  enumerate  what  it 
terms  the  "repeated  injuries  and  usurpations" 
l)roceeding  from  "the  present  King  ofCireat  Hri- 
"  tain."  As  already  cx])lained,  the  Congress  had 
puiposelv,  so  far  as  po.s.sible,  avoided  any  acri- 
monious alhisions,  either  to  the  Parliament  or  to 
the  ])eople  of  that  country.  "  ^^'e  hold  them," 
savs  the  Declaration,  "as  we  hold  the  rest  of  man- 
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(■  H  A  r.  **  kind,  — cMU'iuH's  ill  war,  in  j)raci'  IViciuls."  'i'lio 
I.1IL  j.j^^  j)arai;iai)li,  or  .siiininin;;;  iij)  ol"  tliis  ilocumcnt, 
i:7(;.  sets  lurtli  willi  tlicsc  words:  — "  W'c,  llaMclorc, 
"  the  ri>i)ri'scMitalivc.s  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
*'  rii-a,  in  (ie-noral  ("onL2:ress  assend)KHi,  ai)i)uarmi;- 
"  to  till'  SiiiMtMnc.'  .hidL;e  of  the  woild  for  tlie  rccti- 
•'  tndc  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name  and  by 
'*  the  anthorilv  of  the  irood  j)eo|)le  of  these  C'olo- 
*'  nies,  solemnly  })^hli^h  ami  ileclare,  that  these 
*'  United  Colonies  are,  ami  of  rii>ht  ought  to  he, 
**  FHEE  AND  iNi)i:ri;Ni)i;NT  STATKS."  Fiom  that  day, 
—  exelaim  the  native  ehroniclers  of  tiiesc  States, 
with  a  not  unbeeonrmg  ])ride,  —  from  that  day  the 
word  coLOMKs  is  not  known  in  their  history!* 

At  this  period,  the  eulminatin<i,- point  in  tiie  whole 
Ameiiean  ^\'ar,  I  may  he  forgi\en  for  desiring  to 
inteiiiipt  its  nairatiw  in  oriler  to  review  its  et)urse 
anil  its  results.  —  That  in|urious  and  opj)res>i\e 
acts  of  power  had  heiMi  inllieteil  by  I'Jigland  upon 
Ameriea,  I  lia\e  in  many  plaees  shown,  and  do 
most  fullv  aeknowledge.  'i'hal  liom  the  (4liir 
side,  and  al)()\e  all  from  Massachusetts,  theie  had 
lu'iM)  strong  j)r()\()ealioii,  I  nnist  continue  to  niain- 
tain.  J  should  not  deem  it  consistent  with  can- 
dour to  deny  that  the  Americans  had  suOicient 
grounds  for  resisting,  as  they  did  risist,  the  Minis- 
terial and  I'ai  liamentarv  meaNuri's.  Hut  wlielluM* 
these  had  yet  attained  a  pilch  to  pislilv  llii-m  in 
discaiding  and    renouncing  tliiir  alK-giance  to  the 

•    Sparkb's  Life  of  Washington,  p.  1S2. 
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Tliroiio,  is  :i  fiir   more  doiihldil  (iiicstion  —  a  (jiics-  c  n  \  p. 
(ioii  oil  which,  ))riha])s,  neither  an  ICn^lisImian  noi-  ^ 


yet  an  American  conlil  quite  impartially  decide.  177'>. 

Tlie  ti:ne  has  come,  however,  as  I  beheve  and 
trnst,  when  it  is  ])ossiblc  to  do  e(jnal  justice  to 
the  many  good  and  upii^liL  men  who  in  this 
great  struggle  embraced  the  o})j)osite  sides,  'i'he 
great  mass  of  the  people  meant  honestly  on  both 
shores  of  the  Atlantic.  The  two  ciiief  men  in 
both  countries  were  alike  pure-minded.  On  the 
one  side  there  were  deeds  that  savoured  of  tyranny, 
on  the  other  sitle  there  were  deeils  that  sa\'oured 
of  rebellion  ;  yet  at  heart  George  the  Third  was 
never  a  tyrant,  nor  Washington  ever  a  rebel.  Ol' 
A\'ashin<rton  I  most  tirndv  believe,  that  no  sin;j:le 
act  ap})ears  in  his  whole  i)ublic  life  proceeding 
irom  any  other  than  public,  and  those  tlie  highest, 
motives.  But  my  persuasion  is  no  less  firm  tliat 
there  would  be  little  flattery  in  applying  the  same 
terms  of  respect  and  commendation  to  "  the  gooil 
"  old  King."  I  do  not,  indeed,  deny,  that  some 
degree  of  prejudice  and  ))ride  may,  though  uncon- 
sciously, have  mingled  with  his  motives.  1  do  not 
deny,  that  at  the  outset  of  these  troui)les  he  lent 
too  ready  an  car  to  the  glozing  rejmrts  ol"  his 
Governors  and  De])uties  —  the  Ilutchinsons  or 
Olivers, — assuring  him  that  the  discontents  were 
conliiKHl  to  a  factious  few,  ami  that  measures  ot' 
rigour  and  re})ression  alone  were  needeil.  I'or 
such  measures  of  rigour  he  may  deserve,  and  has 
incmred,  his  share  of  censuie.     Bui  after  the  insur- 
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p.  i^tMit  Colonics  hail  proclainu'il  llicir  Inclc))i'iRlcnct', 
is  it  jnst  to  hlaiiu'  Kini^  (Joori;e,  as   he  ol'tcii   lias 
l)con  blaiiu'il,  lor  his  stcaiUast   aiul  resolute  resist- 
ance to  that  claim  ?      Was   it    lor   him,  unless  alter 
.sliaiuin^-  e\erv  nerve  ai;ainst  it,  to  h)rlcit  a  portion 
of  his  l)irtlMi,L':lit  ami  a  jrwel  of  his  Crown  ?     Was  it 
for  him,  without   the  ele.uest  ease  of  necessity,  to 
allow  the  rendint^-  asunder  of  his  empire,  the  array 
t()r    all    time   to  come  of  several    millions   of   his 
people  ai::ainst  the  rest?     After  calling  on  his  loyal 
.subjects  in  tiie  colonies  to  rise,  after  requiring  aiul 
employing  their  aid,  was  it  for  him  on  any  light 
grounds   to   relin([uish  his   cause    and  theirs,   and 
vield   them    over  unforgiven   to   the  \er.geanee  of 
their   countrymen?     M'as   it   i'or   him   to  oxeilook 
the  consequences,  not  even  yet,  perha])s,  in  their 
I'ldl  extent  unfolded,  of  such  a  precedent  of  victory 
to  ]K)pu1ar   and  colonial  insurrection?       May   not 
the  King,  on   the  contrary,   have  deemed,   that  on 
such  a  question,  touching  as  it  did,  both  his  honour 
and  his  lights,  he  was  bound    to  br    tirm, — liimer 
than   i\en   the   firmest    of  his  .Ministers  ?      Not,  of 
course,  that   he  could   be  justilied  for  persevering, 
—  but,   in  truth,  he  did   not  so   juMsevere, — after 
every  reasonable  hope  had  failcil.      Not,  of  comse, 
that  he  coidd  be  excused  I'or  i-ont  inning  to  ilem.uid, 
or  to  e\j)ect,  unconditional  submission  ;  but,  as  his 
own  letters  to  Lord  North  as-ure  us,  such  an   idea 
was  never  harboured  in  his  mind.     To  do  his  duty 
conscientiously,  as  he  should  answir  it  to  (Jod  here- 
after, and,  according  to  the  lights  he  had  received  — 


IIIOM    Tin;    IT.ACi:    OV    UTIUXIIT.  I."i3 

such  was  his   imcoasiiiii;  aim   and   cmlcavoiir   fVom   c  \\  \  \\ 
ihc  (!a\',  wluii  NoiiML!,',  l)iil  superior   to   the  IVaillics       _  __, 


oCyoiith,  hi-  lirst  assuiiu'd  the  reins  ofgovei  ninciit,  iTT'i. 
until  tliat  chsmal  j)i'rio(l,  hall' a  century  hiter,  when 
bowed  down  by  years  and  sorrows,  and  blind, — 
doubly  blind,  accordiui:;  to  the  fine  thought  of  Cal- 
deron*,  —  he  concluded  his  leign,  though  not,  as 
yet,  his  lil'e. 

Before  the  American  M^u'  had  commenced,  and 
during  its  first  period,  nearly  all  the  statesmen  and 
writers  of  England  argued  —  or  rather  took  for 
gi'anted,  as  too  j)lain  to  stand  in  need  of  argument 

—  that  separation  from  our  colonies  would  most 
grievously  weaken  and  im])air,  if  not  wholly  ruin, 
the  parent  State.  Dr.  Tucker,  Dean  of  Gloucester, 
and  a  prolific  j)amphleteer,  stood  almost  alone  in 
})resuming  to  doubt  that  such  consequences  must 
ensue,  and  advi>ing  only  that  the  separation  should 
be  prompt  and  amicable.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
how  much  our  experience  has  run  counter  to  the 
general  })rognostication,  —  how  little  the  loss  was 
felt,  or  how  (piickly  the  void  was  supplied.  An 
historian  of  high  and  just  authority  —  Mr.  Macaulay 

—  has  observed  that  England  was  never  so  lit-ji,  so 
great,  so  formidable  to  foreign  ])rinces,  so  absolutely 

*  "  Er.frar  solo  un  lionibre  vco 

Que  pin  luz  y  sin  razon 
Anilaba  dos  vcccs  ciego." 

ManaTias  de  Abril  y  Mai/n,  Jornada  i. 
Doprivcil  of  pyc  siijlit  and  estranged  in  mind, 
How  liardly  dealt  Iiy  fortune!  doubly  blind  I 
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CHAT,   nii.slrc'ss   of   llic  sen,  as  .since  tlie  alienation  of  Iicr 
.     '     '       American     colonies.*       The     line    ellect    ol'    that 


177(i.  alienation  npon  onrseKes,  as  time  has  shown,  has 
heen  not  ))o>ili\i-,  hnt  by  com|)arison  ;  it  has  lain 
not  in  the  withdrawal  ol'  wealth  ami  population 
and  resources,  hut  in  the  raisinii;  np  a  rival  state 
froin  the  same  race,  and  with  ])owers  and  enei"i;"ies 
not  inferior  to  our  own. 

But  how  far,  and  in  what  deuree,  has  the  ni'W 
form  of  l:,()\  ernment  piomoted  the  hap])iness  of  the 
United  States  themselves?  In  considering:;  that 
question,  we  should,  \n  the  first  place,  discard  the 
prejutlice  or  vague  notion  jircNailinuj  in  some  minds, 
as  it'  there  were  something  unnatural  in  the  con- 
tinued connexion  between  the  ])arent  state  anil  its 
colony  ;  as  if  the  independence  of  the  latter  nnist 
be,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumsUuices,  con- 
ducive to  its  gootl.  To  be  assured  of  the  contrary 
we  need  only  cast  our  eyes  from  the  Northern  Con- 
tinent of  tlie  New  M'orld  to  its  Southern.  There 
the  sway  of  tiie  Sj)aniards  teemetl  with  neglects  and 
abuses.  There  the  laws  were  fuilty,  anil  the  execu- 
tion of  them  moie  faulty  still;  theie  the  X'iceroys, 
though  sometimes  u])riglil  and  able,  were  nnicii 
ofiener  nu-re  indolent  grandees.  Thrse  colonics 
ha\t'  now,  amidst  loud  \aunts  of  iluir  coming  great- 
lU'ss,  renounced  what  tliry  tinned  the  yoke  that 
wcigiied  upon  thrm.  ^  il  up  to  this  lime  il  must  be 
owned    that    lliev  ha\i'  not  c-|iangi  d    ItH'  the  brtter. 

•  KgsayK,  vdl.  ii.  [>.  \'J. 


ruo.M  Tiin  ri:.\ci:  or  UTur.c  irr.  1.;. 

In  [\\c  ])\acc  of  KiiiL^  \av^  iIk'V  have   only  gained   C'  II  A  I' 

Citizen  Stork.       'I'liey   have    foi-feitetl   trancpiiHi! y,   ^ '  ' '  '• 

without,  in  tiiilh,  seeniini;  freeclom.  Thus,  as  ;i  le-  177<). 
cent  tfaveher  inlornis  us,  it  lias  haj)i)ened  to  the  I'e- 
j)ul)hc  of  IJuenos  Ayres,  in  the  coinse  of  only  nine 
months,  to  undergo  no  less  than  fifteen  changes  in 
its  <]j()vei-ninent  —  each  of  the  fifteen  new  Presidents 
heinu",  aeeorchni;'  to  the  forms  of  tlie  Constitution, 
elected  for  three  years!  'i'Jnis,  also,  in  tlie  re- 
moter districts  of  South  America,  the  same  tra- 
veller was  wont  to  hear  the  j)oor  people  recount 
their  ])resent  L;-i-ievanees  and  suflerings,  and  usually 
enil  their  complaints  i)y  saying,  "  It  was  not  so 
"  when  we  had  a  King  I  "* 

It  would  be  most  imjust  to  comj)are,  even 
for  a  moment,  such  a  condition  of  society  (if 
society  it  can  be  called)  with  that  in  North  Ame- 
rica. It  would  be  folly,  or  worse  than  lolly,  to 
deny  that  since  their  Independence  the  pr()s])erity 
of  the  United  States  has  advanced  with  gigantic 
strides  —  that  tliey  have  grown  to  be  a  fiist-rate 
j)ower  —  that  immense  works  of  jiublic  utility  have 
been  achieved  with  marxellous  sjieed  —  that  the 
clearinii'  of  new  laiuls  and  tlii'  buildiiiL!:  of  new 
cities  have  been  such  as  to  outstrij)  the  most  san- 
guine calculations  —  that  among  them  the  working 
classes  have  been  in  no  connnon  degree  well  j)aid 
antl   ))rosperous  —  that  a   feeling   for   the   national 

*  Si'C  llio  Journal  of  l\<'-enrclip?  by  ^tr.  C'liarloi  Darwin, 
vol.  i.  pp.  HI.  290. 
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AT.   lioDoiir  is   ill   no  (.'Oiintry  stront^cr  —  lliat  tlir  first 
.  t'lomcuts  of  cilucatioii   \\:\\c  bfcii   iiiosL  widely  tlif- 

r(i.  ("used  —  lliat  many  ij^ood  and  hraxc  men  have  l)een 
(rained  anil  are  tiaininu'  lo  tlie  sei\  iet'  of  the  eom- 
miMiweallh.  Hut  ha\e  their  iiiile])endent  inslitu- 
tii)ns  maile  ihem,  on  the  v.  hole,  a  ha])i)v  and  eon- 
tented  people?  That,  ami;ni;  themselves,  is  oCteii 
j)i*oelaimed  as  uiuk  iiial)le  ;  ami  eertainlv,  amoni^ 
tliemselves,  it  may  not  alwavs  he  safelv  denied. 
That,  ho\\c-\ei",  is  not  alwass  the  imj)ressi()n  eon- 
\'e\ed  lo  him  who  onlv  sojoniiis  in  their  land,  hv 
the  carewoin  (aces,  by  the  huriied  steps,  by  the 
unsocial  meals  whieh  he  sees,  or  by  the  incessant 
])arty  cries  whieh  he  hears  around  him  —  by  the 
fretful  asj)irations  and  the  fe\erish  hojuvs  resulting 
(iom  the  unb oinuled  sj)aee  of  eom])etition  ()j)en 
to  them  without  eheek  or  barrii'r ;  and  bv  the 
inmnnerable  diNapj)ointments  and  heartburnings 
whieh,  in  eonsecpience,  arise.  (Jn  the  true  con- 
diti(;n  of  North  America,  let  us  mark  the  cor- 
respondence belween  two  oltlie  greatest  and  most 
highly  gifted  ol  her  sons.  Theie  is  now  open 
l)efoii'  me  a  letter  whieh,  in  August,  IS  )7,  and  on 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  l)r.  ("hanning  \\  rote  to 
Mr.  ('lav.  In  ih  it  lettt'r,  as  publi>iic'd  at  IJosloil, 
I  (ind  tin'  foih)\\ing  words:  — 

"  I  cannot  do  justice  to  this  toi)ic  without  speak- 
*'  ing  lieeK  of  our  count  r\,  as  fii-i-ly  as  I  should 
*'  of"  aiiv  other;  and  uidiap])ily  w  i-  are  so  accus- 
"  lomed,  as  a  people,  to  recci\i'  incense,  (o  be 
•*  soothed  by  (la(tery.  and  to  account  reputation  as 


vnoM    rin:   rr..\rr.  oi'   i;ti:f,(Iit.  ^'>7 

"a    moil'   iinnortanl    iulcrcst    llian    moialilv,    lliat   C'lIAl*. 

.1111 
"  mv  Ircc'dom    iiiav   \)c  coustriii'd    into   a    kiiul    of  , '      "    . 


"  disloyaltv.     I>iit  it  would  be  wroiiy;  to  make  coii-       '""''• 

'*  cessions  to  this  dangerous  weakness.  .  .  .  Among 

"  u.s,  11  spirit  of  lawlessness  jiervades  the  connnu- 

"  nity  which,  if  not  repressed,  threatens  the  disso- 

*'  lution  of  our  ])resent  lorms  of  society.      LvVcn  in 

"  the  old  States  mobs  aie  taking  the  govenuncnt 

"  into  their   hands  ;    and   a   ])rofligate   newspaj)cr 

"  fmds  little  diflliculty  in  stirring  up  multitudes  to 

*'  \  iolence.      ^^'hen   we   h)ok   at  tlic  parts  of  the 

"  country  nearest  Texas  we   see    the    arms  of  the 

"  law  paralysed   by  the  ))as>i()ns  of  the  indiviihial. 

'*....  Add  to  all   this  the  invasions  of  the  rii-hts 

"  of  sj)eech  and  of  the  press  by  lawless  force,  the 

"  extent  and   toleration  of  which  oblige  us  to  be- 

"  lieve  that  a  considerable  j)ortion  of  our  citizens 

"  have  no  comprehension  of  the  tirst  princij)les  of 

"  liberty.     It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  in  conse- 

"  quence  of  these  and  other  symptoms,  the  confi- 

"  dencc  of  many  reflecting  men  in  our  free  institu- 

"  tions    is   very   much    impaired.     Some    despair. 

*'  That  main  i)illar  of  public  liberty,  mutual  trust 

"  among  citizens,  is  shaken.     That  we  must  seek 

*'  security    for    property   and    ht'e    in    a    stronger 

*'  government,   is  a  s})reading   conviction.      Men 

"  who,  in  })ublic,  talk  of  the  stability  of  our  insti- 

"  tutions,    whis])er    tiieir    doubts  —  j)crhaps    their 

**  scorn  —  in  pri\ate." 

Whether  the  peo])le  of  the  United  States  might 
have  been  as  thriving  and  more  happv  had  they 
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("  H  A  V.    riMiiniiutl    r>iiti>Ii   .suhirfls,    I    will    not   j)ix>.siinic   to 

, ' ,  n;i\'.       Ci'itaiiilv    not,    if   \iolcMit    nu'ii    like     Lord 

iTT'i.      lIill.sl)or{)ugli,  or  corrupt  uumi  like  Mr.  Ki^l)y,  Iiacl 
continued    to    take    ])ait    in    their    nthninistration. 
^\  illi    otiier   hands    at    the    hehn,    the    case    niiu:ht 
have    been    otherwise.     .lelierson    at    least,    in    his 
lirst   Draft  ol"  the    Declaration    of   Indej)endence, 
said  of  his  conntrynien  and  of  the  I-jilcHsIi,   *'  We 
"  might    have    l)eiMi    a    iVee    and    a    great    people 
**  togethei-."      One    thing,   at    all    events,   is    ])lain 
—  that,  had  these  colonies  shared   the  fate  of  the 
other  dominions  of  the  British   C  rown,   the  main 
cnrse  and   shame   of  their   e.\istin<>'  svstem — the 
j)lagnc-sj)ot    of  slavery  —  wonld    have    been    long 
since  removed  from  them  ;   hnt,  as  in   the  case  of 
.Jamaica,    not    withont    a    large    compensation     in 
moncv  to  the  sla\  e-owners.      It    is  alx)  i)lain    that, 
in    tiie    case   snpposed,   they  would    haxe    equally 
shareil    in   our  priile   and  glory  at   the    wondrous 
growth   of  the   Anglo-Saxon   race  —  that  race   un- 
(!i\ideil    anil    entire  —  extending    its    branches    as 
now   to   the   finlhi'st    legions  ot'  the  earth,  yet  all 
retaining  their  connexion  with   the   pan-nt    stem  — 
all    its    members    bound    l)y    the    same    laws  —  all 
animated  by  the  same  loyalty  —  all  tiMuling  to  the 
same    pul)lic-s])irited    aim!      I  low   great    a   nation 
should    we    and    thcv   ha\e    been    togi'lhei" — how 
great    in    the    arts    both    of   peace    and    of  war  — 
scarcely  une(pial    now   to  all    other  nations  of  the 
world  combined  ! 

.Some  strong  reasons  there  certainly  are  to  show 
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lli.il,    Willi    rt'spt'C't    to  a    newly   sellK-d    iiation,    a   CIIAI'. 

colonial    connexion    may  add   L^'iX'ally  to    its   iiappi-    , ___, 

ncss.  That  connexion  snpplics  the  cliecks  and  ITTG. 
l)arrior.s  tliat  are  wantinn-.  Snch  checks  and  l)ar- 
riers  aie  always  to  be  Ibnnd  in  old  and  well- 
governed  conntiics,  whatever  their  form  of  govern- 
ment may  he.  In  the  Dutch  Commonwealth,  for 
instance,  they  were  qnite  as  strong-  as  in  the 
l^nglish  Monarcliy.  And  some  such  restraints 
a))j)ear  essential  to  hai)i)iness  either  in  public  or  in 
])ri\ate  litc'.  In  the  latter,  exi)ericncc  shows  us 
that  those  persons  who  desire  to  be  wholly  dis- 
entangled and  to  li\e  without  obligation  to  others 
—  who  discard  all  ties  of  iamily,  of  ])rofession,  of 
i)usiness,  and  of  duty  —  find  themselves  at  last  the 
most  unhappy  of  mankind.  "  You  have  learnt  as 
"  we  all  ha\e,"  writes  a  celebrated  lady  of  this 
class — Madame  Du  Deffand,  '' that  e\en  the  most 
"  drudging  task  is  pleasanter  than  the  freedom  of 
*'  the  FAii-NiENTE."*  Not  far  dissimilar  is  the 
case  of  nations.  In  long-established  governments, 
the  infiucnce  of  laws,  or  not  less  })owerful  of 
customs  and  of  habits, — as  in  colonies,  the  orders 
iVom  home, — tend  alike  to  limit  and)iti()n  and  aveit 
disappointment.  In  countries,  on  the  contrarv, 
where  the  tide  of  revolution  has  swept  all  land- 
marks away — where  any  man  mav  become  any 
thing — where    a    thousand   men    in    consequence 


*  To  Horace  "Walpolc,  April   V2.   1778.     (Letter?,  vol.  iii, 
p.  3o3.) 
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CHAP,  aiv    str'nini;   lor   ;m    ()l)ic'c't    wliitli    only   one   can 

. '      ■  .  attain — [\)c  ifMilt    i^,   in    tlu'orv,  i)cif(.'ct  IVcchIoiii, 

ITTii.  but  ill  practice,  \ain(y  ami  vexation  of"  spirit. 
Sonictliiiiij;  indopendciit  ot"  ourselves — something 
fixcil  and  lirm  —  sonu'thiiiii;  which  wt'  know  that 
our  will  cannot  sul)\i.'it,  ami  hcvond  whici),  tiicre- 
fore,  our  iiopes  do  not  asj)ire  —  seems  requisite  in 
all  human  society  to  its  ])resent  peace  and  well 
beini;-,  and  still  mure  to  its  future  security  and 
})ermancnce. 

Until  177 '»>  views  like  these,  so  far  as  the  United 
States  are  concerned  in  them,  might  luu'e  been 
varnings  for  the  future.  .Since  178->  at  the  latest, 
they  are  merely  day-dreams  of  the  ])ast.  In  place 
of  them,  let  us  now  indulge  tlie  hope  anil  exj)ecta- 
tion  that  the  American  people  may  concur  wilJi 
ours  in  desiring  that  no  further  resentment  may  be 
nourished,  no  further  strife  be  stirred,  between  the 
kindri'd  nations;  so  that  both,  mindfid  of  their 
common  origin,  and  conscious  of  tluii'  growing 
gieatness,  may  both  alike  di>card,  as  unworthv  of 
tjiem,  all  mean  and  petty  jealousiis,  and  be  ever 
henceforth  what  \;iture  lia>.  doigned  them  — 
friends. 


IKOM    'IIU;    TKACK    OF     rTUIXIlT 


161 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

As  sent  fortli  by  tlie  Congress,  the  Declaration  of  C  II  A  P. 

Independence   having  reached  the  canij)  of  Wa^h-  ^ '     '   , 

ington,  was,  by  liis  orders,  read  aloud  at  the  heael  177(;. 
of  every  regiment.  There,  as  in  most  other  ])]aces, 
it  excited  much  less  notice  than  might  have  been 
supposed.  An  American  author  of  our  own  day, 
most  careful  in  his  statements,  and  most  zealous  in 
the  cause  of  inde})endence,  observes  that,  *'No  one 
"  can  read  the  private  correspondence  of  the  times 
"  without  being  struck  witii  the  slight  impression 
*'  made  on  either  the  army  or  the  mass  of  the 
*' peo})le  by  the  Declaration."*  The  Adjutant- 
General,  in  his  familiar  and  almost  daily  letters  to 
his  wife,  does  not  even  allude  to  it.  lUit  though 
there  was  little  of  enthusiasm,  there  were  some  ex- 
cesses.   At  New  York,  a  party  of  tiie  soldiers,  with 


*  Life  and  Correspondence  of  President  Reed,  vol.  i.  p.  195. 
"Washington,  llo^Yevcr,  in  his  public  letter  to  Congress,  (unless 
!Mr.  Jared  Sparks  has  improved  this  passage)  says,  that  the 
troops  had  testified  "  their  warmest  approbation."  Writings, 
Vul.  iii.  p.  4.37. 
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('  II  A  r.   hiniiiltii;uv   vit>li'm-c',    loit."    down    ;iiiil    hi'liraclecl   ii 

^ '   ,  .statiK"  ol"  till-  kiiiij,'  w  hull  .stood  iij)oii  t  lu'  15  road  way, 

177'i.  lia\  inLr  \)vvn  creeled  oidy  .six  years  Iji'lore.  Wa.sli- 
ington,  greatly  to  liis  honour,  did  not  shrink  from 
the  duty  of  rebukini^  them  next  day,  in  his  CJeneral 
Onlers,  for  their  misilireeted  zeal. 

It  was  at  this  inauspicious  juncture — only  a  few 
hours  alter  Inilej)endence  had  been  proclaimed  in 
the  ranks  ol'  ills  opponents  —  that  the  bearer  of  the 
])acilic  commission,  Lord  Howe,  arrived  oil'  Sandy 
Hook,  lie  iiad  cause  to  regret  most  bitterly  both 
tlie  delay  in  his  passage  and  the  limitation  in  his 
j)owers.  He  did  not  neglect,  however,  whatever 
means  of  peace  were  still  within  his  reach.  He 
sent  on  shore  a  declaration  announcing  to  the 
])eople  the  object  of  his  mission.  He  ilespatched  a 
friendly  letter,  written  at  sea,  to  Dr.  Franklin,  at 
rhiladelj)hia.  I>ut  when  Franklin's  answer  came, 
it  showed  him  whollv  ad\  erse  to  a  reconciliation, 
expressing,  in  strong  terms,  his  resentment  of  the 
"atrocious  injuries"  which,  as  he  said,  America 
had  surtered  from  "  your  uninformed  and  proud 
"nation."  Lord  Howe's  next  step  was  to  send  a 
flag  of  truce,  with  another  letter,  to  Washington. 
But  here  a  ])reliminary  j)oint  of  Ibrm  arose.  Lord 
Howe,  as  holding  the  King's  commission,  could 
not  readilv  acknowledge  any  rank  or  title  not 
deii\c'd  liou)  his  Majesty.  11 1'  had,  therefore, 
directed  lii>  Icttir  to  "(ii'orgi'  M'ashinglon,  l-'scj." 
On  the  other  hand,  Washington,  feeling  that,  in 
lii.s  circumstances,  to  yield  a  jjunctilio  would  be  to 
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sacrifice  a  ])rincii)le,  declined  to  receive  or  open  CHAP, 
any    letter    not     addressed    to    liim    as    General.  .    ^''^^'  . 
Thus,  at  tlie  very  outset,  this  negotiation  was  cut      177(i. 
short. 

Ill  the  ]()ity  lone  which  he  here  adopted,  Wash- 
ington was  not  swayed  by  any  overweening  notion 
of  his  strengtii.  His  troops  had  dwindled  to 
17,000  men,  of  whom  above  3000  were  sick,  and 
as  many  detached  on  posts ;  so  that  around  him  at 
New  York  there  were  only  10,000  fit  for  duty.  In 
one  of  his  letters  to  the  Congress  we  find  him  state 
the  heavy  disadvantages  under  which  he  sJiould 
labour  in  case  of  an  immediate  attack  from  the 
English  army.  But  in  that  case,  he  adds,  ''  so  far 
"  as  I  can  judge,  from  the  professions  and  apparent 
"  dispositions    of  my    troops,    I  shall    have   their 

"  support And  though  the  appeal  may  not 

"terminate  so  happily  as  I  could  wish,  yet  the 
*'  enemy  will  not  succeed  in  their  views  without 
"  considerable  loss.  Any  advantage  they  may 
"  gain  I  trust  will  cost  them  dear."  *  In  tliat  pas- 
sage surely  we  see  displayed  a  hero's  mind  ;  calmly 
foreseeing  defeat  as  certain,  yet  as  calmly  resolved 
to  abide  it  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  to  contest  it  as 
long  as  possible. 

This  letter  bears  date  the  8th  of  August.  Not 
many  days  afterwards  the  American  army  was  re- 
inforced bv  two  reo-imcnts  from  Pennsylvania,  and 


*  This  passage  is  cited  in  Marshall's  Life  (vol.  ii.  p.  393.), 
though  omitted  in  Sparks's  collection. 

M    2 


1()1  insTOHY  or  i:\(.i.\Nn 

ClI  AT.  I'N  larij:^  Ixidiivs  of  N\'\v  I'j)ij;laiul  and  Xi'W  ^'oik 
.  '-'^-  ,  .Militia,  wliic-h  iiiciTascul  it  to  'J7,()()()  men.  Ol 
177(i.  llic'si',  Iiowi'MT,  ncarlv  one  louitli  wt-ic  sick.  lo 
miard  OIK'  ofllu'  main  apjjroaclic's  to  Nrw  ^  oik,  a 
j)art  of  tills  armv  was  .stationed  in  tlic  furthest 
wostcMii  angle  ol  Loiil::  Island,  with  ilirections  to 
throw  u))  entrenehnients  in  IVonl  of  the  little  town 
ot'  Ihooklvn.  The  eomniand  of  this  important  pest 
was  entrusted  by  Washington  to  (ieneral  (Jreene, 
an  olliecr  ot"  bravery  and  enterprise,  but  of  intcni- 
})erate  habits.*  Washington  himself  found  it  neces- 
.sary  to  contimie  his  head  quarters  at  New  York, 
since  there  seemed  great  probability  that  the  En- 
glish, whether  or  not  conjointly  with  an  attack  on 
Brooklvn,  might  a\ail  themselves  of  their  na\al 
force,  and  make  a  ilirect  attempt  upon  that  im- 
])ortant  city. 

It  was  not  until  toward>  the  middle  of  Augu^t 
that  (ienei-al  Howe  was  joined  by  the  main  part  of 
till'  expcctfil  tr()o))s  fiom  I'aigland.  ()n  their 
arri\al,  he  determined,  as  the  lirst  step  to  the 
reduction  of  New  York,  to  attack  the  Americans  at 
Brooklyn.  He  sent  owito  Long  Island  a  division 
—  some  SOOO  strong  :  the  Ijiglish  mider  ( Jeneral 
('linton  and  Lord  ( 'ornw  alli->  ;  the  Hessians  uiuK'r 
(lem-ral  lii-ister  and  ( 'ount  Donop.  ()ntlu' Ame- 
rican side,  the  trooj)s  being  reinforced  liom  New 
^'ork,  were  estimated  bv  (ieneral  Howe  at  10,000 


•     (tirrfit,  nil  f/i'/trraf  satin  lit  iirr.         I  lic-i'  aii'  tin;  Words  of 
1. 1  I'.iyctlt;  ;   Mi'in.  ct  C'urr(.'5|).  vol.  i.  p.  L'l.  cil.  is.JT. 
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nuMi,  but   in   all    probability   wcmc   not   more   llian   CHAP 
e([nal    in    nunil)cr.s    to    tiie   British.      Tlicir  chief,  .     ^     '  . 
General  Cireene,  had  been  smitten  with  ii  raging      iT7<i. 
fever,  and  it  had  become  necessary  for  Washington 
to  despatch  (icncral    Israel   Pntnam  in   his  j)lace. 
On  the  ^2Jth,  the  ^Hh,  and  the  ^26th  of  August, 
there  was  some  slight  skirmishing  between    both 
armies,  tlie  American   liaving  advanced   to  a  low 
range  of  hills  about  two  miles  and  a  half  in  front  of 
the   Brooklyn   lines.      On   the   ^^ytli  tlit.'    Knglish, 
marching  to  the  attack  before  day-break,   fought 
the  action  sometimes  called  the  battle  of  Brooklyn, 
and  sometimes   the   battle  of  Long  Island.     TIic 
Americans  from  the  southern  states  fought  well ; 
the  others  made  but  slight  resistance  ;  but,  indeed, 
raw  levies  sucli  as  these,  ev^en  with  some  advantage 
of  the  ground,  were  no  match  for  disciplined  troops. 
By  noon  the  rout  of  the  enemy  was  complete  :  they 
were  driven  back  in  confusion  to  their  lines,  leav- 
ing on  the  field  many  hundreds  killed  and  wounded, 
and  above  a  thousand  i)risoners.    Among  these  was 
General  Sullivan,  and  another  of  their  field-ofticers 
whom  they  called   Lord  Stirling.     His  name  was 
William  Alexander  ;  he  liad  been  Surveyor-General 
of  the  Jerseys,  and  was  a  distant  kinsman  of  the 
last  Earls  of  Stirling,  whose  title  lie  had  claimed  at 
the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.     The  Lords,  after 
full  consideration  of  the  evidence,  decided  against 
him.     The  Americans,   however,  with  a  nicer  dis- 
crimination of  the  claims  of  i)eerage,  acknowledged 
his  pretension  as  well-founded,  and  consented  to 
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C  IT  A  P.  nclclrcss  liim  l)y  the  rank  whic-h  he  assmiied.  \ei- 
.  ''^-  ,  tlier  SiilMvan  nor  the  titular  Lord  Stirhii.u:,  I  may 
lT7(i.  remark  in  i)assinG:,  were  for  any  lonu:  period  with- 
drawn liom  the  scrviee  of  tlieir  native  or  adopted 
eountrv  ;  lor  a  eartcl  being  estabhshed  between  the 
two  armies,  the  prisoners  on  both  siiles  eame  to  be 
cxehani^eil  on  equal  term^. 

Washington,  who  had  hastened  over  tVom  New 
York  at  the  sound  of  the  tiring,  beliehl,  witli  the 
keenest  anguish,  ami  without  the  ])ower  of  giving 
aid,  tlie  discomfiture  and  slaughter  of  his  best  troops. 
He  saw  them  pursued  by  the  victorious  British  al- 
most to  the  foot  of  the  Brooklyn  lines,  and  even 
tliosc  lines  on  the  very  ])oint  of  being  scaled.  In  the 
words  of  General  Howe,  who  had  also  arrived  upon 
the  ground,  "  such  was  the  eagerness  (of  my  troops) 
'♦  to  attack  the  redoubt,  tliat  it  re<|uired  repeated 
*'  orilers  to  ])revail  ujion  them  to  desist  from  the 
'•  attem))t.  Had  they  been  permitteil  to  go  on,  it 
•'  is  niv  ()))ini()n  tliey  would  have  carried  the  re- 
♦' doubt  ;  but  as  it  was  api)arent  the  lines  nnist 
"  have  been  ours  at  a  very  cheaj)  late  by  regular 
**  approaches,  I  would  not  risk  the  loss."  By  sucii 
ill-limed  caution,  arising  ])robably  from  an  over- 
estimate of  the  insurgi'Uts'  force,  the  English 
general  fUmg  away  the  lairest  opi)ortunity  of  utterly 
(lest roving  or  cajjluring  the  (lower  of  the  American 
armv.  The  respite  thus  alfordi'd  was  most  juili- 
ciously  emjjloyed  by  Washington  :  iu'  rallied  as  he 
best  might  his  broken  troo])s,  and  on  the  'JSth  and 
^J!Hh  awaited   another  battle  at  his  lines.      So  great 


rilOM    TIIR    TKACE    OF    UTUKCIIT.  l67 

were  his  exertions  and  anxieties,  that  chirinjr  forty-  c  II  Al*. 
eiglit  hours  he  was  hardly  off'  his  horse,  and  never  .  ^^'  '  , 
once  closed  his  eyes.  Yet  his  ])osition  was  in  i77(j. 
truth  untenable,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  '21Hh  he 
determined,  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  a  Conncil 
of  War,  to  relinquish  Long-  Ishuul,  and  endeavour 
to  transport  his  troojis  back  again,  across  the  ferry 
of  the  East  River,  to  New  York.  It  was  a  most 
difficult  and  delicate  o])eration,  in  the  face  of  a 
victorious  enemy,  to  be  accomplished  only  through 
the  supineness  of  the  British  general,  and  under 
cover  of  a  thick  fog,  which  opportiniely  arose,  ^'et 
the  Americans  not  merely  removed  their  troops  in 
safety,  but  carried  with  them  their  military  stores 
and  cannon,  except  only  a  few  heavy  pieces,  which, 
soaked  as  was  the  ground  by  continued  rain,  could 
not  be  dragged  along.  With  such  silence  and  good 
order  was  every  thing  conducted,  that  their  last 
boat  had  pushed  from  the  shore,  and  was  crossing 
the  river,  before  the  British  had  discovered  their 
retreat. 

Thus  had  Washington,  with  great  skill  and  judg- 
ment, once  ntxain  secured  his  armv  in  New  \ork  ; 
but  he  found  it  wholly  unnerved  by  its  late  disaster. 
Here  follows  his  own  account  of  it,  as  given  on  the 
2d  of  September  to  the  President  of  Congress  :  — 
**  Our  situation  is  truly  distressing.  The  check 
"  our  detachment  sustained  on  the  '27th  of  last 
"  month  has  dispirited  too  great  a  portion  of  our 
•'  troops,  and  tilled  their  minds  with  apprehension 
"  and. despair.    The  Militia,  instead  of  calling  forth 
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CHAT.  "  tlu'ii-  utmost  cfVorts,  arc  disniayrd,  intractable, 
,  ^*^  •  ,  "  ami  impatii'iit  to  itMiiin.  (Ircat  minibrrs  ol"  tlieiii 
1T7(J.  "  have  gone  oil";  in  some  instances  almost  by 
"  whole  regiments,  bv  half  ones,  and  by  companies 
•'  at  a  time  ....  and  with  the  deepest  concern,  1  am 
"  obliged  to  confess  mv  want  of  confidence  in  the 
"generality  of  the  troops.  Till  of  late  I  had  no 
*'  doubt  in  mv  own  minil  of  defending  this  place; 
*•  nor  should  I  have  yet,  if  the  men  would  do  their 
'*  duty  ;  but  this  I  despair  of.  It  is  painful  and 
••  extremely  grating  to  me  to  give  such  unfavour- 
*'  able  accounts,  but  it  woulil  be  criminal  to  con- 
•*  ceal  the  truth  at  so  critical  a  juncture." 

Meanwhile,  the  captivity  of  General  SullivaJi 
had  suggested  to  Lord  Howe,  as  principal  Com- 
missioner, the  means  of  another  overture  tor  ])eace. 
He  hoped  that  such  an  o\erture  might  carry  the 
greater  weight,  and  the  more  clearly  indicate  his 
conciliatory  spirit  as  coming  in  the  train  not  of 
disaster  but  success.  Accordingly,  taking  General 
Sullivan's  j)arole,  he  recpiested  him  to  proceed  to 
Philadelj)hia  with  a  verbal  message  to  the  Congress. 
'Hie  message  stated  that  at  prc^tnt  lie  couKl  not 
treat  with  Congress  as  such  —that,  ncxcrlheless,  he 
was  very  desirous  of  ha\ing  a  conference  with 
some  of  the  Members,  whom  for  the  j)resent  he 
would  consider  only  as  private  gentlemen — that  he 
would  meet  them  himsill'  as  such  at  an\  j)laci* 
they  might  appoint — and  tiiat  he  wished  a  compact 
might  l)e  settled  at  this  time,  when  no  decisive 
blow  was  struck,  ami  wlicn  m-ither  j)arty  ct)uld  say 
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they  were  comi)ollcd  to  enter  into  terms.  Upon  CHAP 
this  message,  when  Sullivan  eonveyed  it,  there 
ensued  in  Congress  much  hesitation  and  several 
keen  debates.  There  was  no  longer  a  pretence 
for  alleging  the  point  of  form,  since  Lortl  Ilowe 
pro})osed  to  waive  it ;  the  meeting  to  be  on  botii 
sides  as  of  private  gentlemen  only.  But  to  allow 
the  interview  might  cast  a  doubt  on  the  reality  of 
Independence  ;  to  decline  it,  would  })erha])S 
alienate,  certainly  offend,  the  more  moderate  party, 
especially  when  a  word  so  attractive  as  "Compact" 
had  been  used.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Congress, 
though  with  an  ill  grace,  and  after  an  elaborate 
protest,  consented  to  the  interview,  the  majority 
being  swayed  in  no  slight  degree  by  the  hope  of 
proving  to  the  public  how  limited  and  unsatis- 
factory were  in  truth  the  terms  of  the  Howe 
Commission.  Their  adverse  spirit  plainly  appeared 
in  the  choice  of  the  Committee  for  this  meeting. 
They  elected  three  of  the  keenest  and  most  un- 
compromising enemies  to  British  connexion, 
namely.  Dr.  Franklin,  John  Adams  of  IMassa- 
chusctts,  and  Edward  Kutletlge  of  South  Carolina. 
On  the  11  til  of  September,  by  appointment  with 
Lord  Howe,  the  desired  conference  took  place  at 
a  house  on  Staten  Island,  opposite  the  town  of 
Amboy.  "  His  Lordship,"  say  the  Connnittee  in 
their  Report,  "  received  and  entertained  us  with 
**  the  utmost  politeness."  But  how  changed  both 
the  scene  and  the  temper  of  negotiation  since 
Lord    Ilowe   and    Dr.   IVanklin    had   first  met   in 
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C'lIAP.  I.(Huloii,  li'aniiiu:;  in  iViciullv  coiucrst'  over  Mrs. 
''*^  •  llowr's  chcss-boaril  I  Lord  IIowc  ar^iunl  i>ar- 
17T(k  iH'stly  that  the  Amu  ricans  slioulil  rrtiiin  to  tlicir 
alK'Lci^nicc,  and  lliat  if  wiliinLi:  to  suhmil  tlicy 
iiiiirlit  ohtaiii  tiic  most  lavourabic  terms.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Committee  ex))licitly  declared  that 
the  I  niteil  (\)U)nies  woiiKl  not  accede  to  anv 
peace  unless  as  free  ami  independent  States.  At 
last,  the  British  Admiral,  with  sorrow,  closed  the 
conference;  and  the  American  gentlemen  wended 
back  their  way  to  l^hiladelphia. 

This  negotiation  diii  not  airest  —  it  had  onlv 
rendered  still  less  active  —  the  movements  of  the 
British  troops.  Nearly  all  had  by  this  time  jxissed 
into  Long  Lsland,  where  they  Ibund  themselves 
warmly  welcomeil.  As  A\'ashington  relates  it, 
**  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  from  the  best  information 
**  we  have  been  able  to  ol)lain,  the  j)eople  on 
*'  Long  Island  ha\e,  since  onr  evacuation,  gone 
**  generally  over  to  the  enemy,  and  made  such 
•'  concessions  as  have  been  recpiired  ;  some  through 
**  compulsion,  1  sup])0se,  but  more  from  incli- 
"  nation."*  There  was  not  wanting  at  that  time 
around  the  Ameiicaii  I'ommander  in  c-hiel'  the 
suggestion  of  the  most  desperate  counsels.  Thus, 
General  (ireene  urged  him  to  retreat  at  once  from 
New  York  Lsland,  but  iirst  to  lay  the  entiri-  citv 
in  ashes.  'Lliis  ad\ice  (ireeni'  ga\c'  in  wiiting, 
and  added   this  strong   icason  lor  it  :    "Two  thirds 

•   To  (,l(tv(  riior  'I'niiiibull,  Scidi'iiiljcr  1'.  I77<>. 
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"  of  tlio  |)roj)crly  of  tlic  city  and  suburbs  bt-loii^^  C  n  A  1', 
"  to  the  Tories  !  '*  Still  larjxcr  were  the  views  of  ^"^^  • 
another  j)alri()l,  .John  Jay.  In  the  month  ensninu;  i77<i, 
he  wrote  as  follows  to  a  ])rivate  friend  :  "  Had  I 
"  been  vested  with  absolute  ))0wer  in  this  State, 
'*  I  have  often  said,  and  still  think,  that  I  would 
**  last  s])ring  have  desolated  all  Loni;-  Island, 
"  Staten  Island,  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
'*  and  all  that  part  of  the  county  of  West  Chester 
'*  which  lies  below  the  mountains."  *  IIaj)j)ily  for 
these  States,  the  wish  of  those  who  called  them- 
selves their  truest  and  most  thorough-going  friends 
was  not  com|)lied  with.  New  York,  in  great  part 
at  least,  was  sj)ared  the  ruin  and  anguish  wjiich, 
not  the  warring  strangers,  but  her  own  sons  had 
designed  ;  for  the  ])roposal  of  burning  the  city 
being  referred  by  Washington  to  Congress,  was 
not  approved  by  that  body,  which,  on  the  con- 
trary, enjoined  him,  in  case  of  his  retreat,  to  take 
special  care  that  no  damage  should  be  done. 

In  this  resolution,  as  in  many  others  of  popular 
assemblies,  there  appears  to  be  a  right  conclusion 
arrived  at  from  wrong  premises.  For  the  reason 
which  the  Concjress  themselves  assijrned  for  their 
orders  was  as  follows — their  full  confidence  that,  if 
even  their  troops  did  leave  New  York,  they  would 
speedily  be  able  to  recover  it.     15ut,  on  the  con- 


*  For  Greene's  letter  (Sept.  o.  1776)  sec  a  note  to  Sp.irks's 
"Washington,  vol.  iv.  p.  85.  ;  and  for  John  Jay's  (Oct.  6.  1776), 
the  Life  of  President  Reed,  vol.  i.  p.  235. 
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('  11  A  r.    liarv,  :is  [\\c  st-cnu'I  will  >Ii()Nv,  Xi-\v  \  oik  was  iicM 
I)\     tlir    15rili->li    until    tlu-   \rrv   coiichisioii    ol"  the 
177G.      war.  • 

The  American  arniv  hail  been  drawn  by  Wash- 
ington in  lines  alon^r  the  Ivist  Ri\er  with  the  main 
boily  at  Ilaerlem,  a  \illaL!;e  about  niiu'  miles  dis- 
tant iVoin  Ni'W  ^Oik.  It  was  the  evitlent  desii;-!! 
of  the  British,  from  their  new  ])osition,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  their  fleet,  to  clleet  a  landing  on 
some  point  of  New  York  Island.  From  several 
reports  of  their  movements,  ^\'ashington,  in  the 
night  of  the  11th,  rej)aired  iu  [)ers()n  to  Ilacrlcm. 
But  next  morning  he  was  apprised  that  the  first 
division  of  the  British  had  crossed  the  stream  at 
Ki))p's  J3ay,  between  him  and  New  York.  M'hat 
follows  shall  be  told  in  his  own  words  :  "  As  soon 
*'  as  I  iieaiil  the  liiiiig,  I  rode  with  all  possible 
"  desj)atch  towards  the  place  of  landing,  when,  to 
•'  my  great  surprise  ami  mortification,  I  found  the 
**  troops  that  had  been  posted  in  the  lines  retreat- 
*«  ing  with  the  utmost  ))recipitaiion,  and  those 
•'  ordered  to  su])p()rt  them  (  Parsons's  and  Fellows's 
'•  brigades)  fiying  in  ewry  direction  and  in  the 
**  greatest  confusion,  notwithstanding  the  exertions 
"  of  their  generals  to  form  them.  I  used  every 
"  means  in  my  power  to  rally  and  git  tiiem  into 
*•  some  order,  but  my  attemj)ts  were  fruitless  anil 
"  ineifectual,  ami  on  the  apj)earance  of  a  small 
"  j)aif\    of    the    rneniN',    not    more    than    si\t}'    or 

•  llc»ulvcs  of  Cungrc.SfS,  .Scpfciubor  3.  177'). 
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"  scvcnl}",   their  disorder  incrcasLHi,   ami   tlicy  ran   c  II  A  1'. 

"  away  in  tlic  greatest  confusion,  without  firin/^;  a  .     '     '  , 

*'  single    shot."        Geiicial    (irceiic,    in    a    j)ri\atc       ITT'i. 

"  note,   informs   us   t'urlhi'r   that,    *'  Fcllows's   and 

•*  Parsons's   brigades    ran    away    from    about   fifty 

*'  men,    and  left   his  Excellency    on    the    ground 

"  within  eighty  yards  of  the  enemy,  so  vexed  at 

"  the    infamous    conduct    of    the    troo])s  that    he 

"  sought  death  rather   than  life."      It  is  said  that 

AVashington,    in    his    grief  and    shame,    drew    his 

sword,    and     threatened    to     run     his     own     men 

through,  and  also  cocked  and  snapped  his  ])istols 

at    them.      His    attendants    caught    the    bridle    of 

his  liorse,  and  with  some  diOiculty   led  him  from 

the  field.* 

In   the  lines  which   the  Americans  left  on   this 
occasion   were  found    some    hostile    im})lemenfs, 
such  as  the   common  consent  of  nations  has  de- 
clared unworthy  of  civilised  or  Christian  warfare. 
The  common  men,  it  seems,  or  the  inferior  officers, 
had  used  them  without  tlie  sanction  of  their  chiefs. 
On  this  subject  General   Howe  wrote  as  follows  to 
General  Washington  ;  for  by   this  time,  notwith- 
standing the  ])unctilio  of  rank,  a  correspondence 
had    arisen    between    them   for    tiie    exchange  ot 
})risoners.     **  My  aide-de-camp  will  present  to  you 
"  a  ball  cut  and  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  nail,  taken 
"  from   a  number  of  the  same  kind  found   in   the 
*'  encampment  quitted  by  your  troops  on  the  loth. 


*  Compare  Sparks's  "Washington,  vol.  iv.  p.  94.,  with  Gordon's 
History,  vol.  ii.  p.  327. 
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''  1  clc)  iu)t  niaki'  anv  loiiinu'iit  upon  such  imwar- 
"  raiital)lc'  and  malicious  piarliccs,  bcinij;  well 
177(1.  "  assurc'cl  tiic  contrivance  has  not  come  to  your 
•'  knowlcili^o."  A\'ashini^ton  pronij)!!)'  ic))lic(l  : 
"  The  ball  you  mention,  delivered  to  me  by  your 
••  aide-de-camj),  was  the  first  of  the  kintl  1  ever  saw 
*♦  or  heartl  of.  ^'ou  may  depend  upon  it  the 
**  contrivance  is  highly  abhorred  by  me,  and  every 
*'  measure  shall  be  taken  to  prevent  so  wicked  and 
*•  infamous  a  practice  being  adopted  in  this 
♦'  army."* 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  during  several  ])revious 
days  the  Americans  had  been  pre})aring  to  eva- 
cuate New  York.  "Had  the  landing  of  tlie 
**  enemy  been  delaved  one  day  longer,  we  should 
*'  have  left  tliem  the  city"  —  writes  the  Adjutant- 
General  to  his  wife.  Accordingly,  on  the  l.->th, 
the  advancing  British  colunms  quietly  took  pos- 
session of  the  j)lace  ;  while  CJeneral  Putnam,  with 
some  three  or  four  thousand  of  the  insurgents, 
witlidrew  at  their  aj)proacli.  It  might  ha\  e  been 
easy  (this  the  American  annali^ts  acknowledge)  to 
ha\e  cut  him  oil'  in  his  retri'al  along  the  North 
River;  l)ut  that  opjjortunity,  as  several  both  Ix'forc 
and  since,  wa>  lost  upon  (ieneral  Howe.  At  New 
Yoik,  the  Ibitish  found  themsi-Kes  liaiU'd  as 
liiends  and  deli\ereis  by  no  small  j)ortion  of  the 
iidiabitants.  'i  he  most  arbitrary  \iolence  had  l()r 
some  time  ])ast  been   practised  against    them.      In 

•   Spark.s's  Wa.-liiiiglon,  vol.  iv.  \k  107. 
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niaiiv    oilier    places    it    was    (U'cmcd    siinic-icnt,    lo   CHAP, 
cxcliklc  the  suspected  Tory  IVom   the  l)t'ncfits  of  , '     '  , 


liuiiiaii  society  —  to  sign  an  eng'agemcnt,  solemnly  177(). 
renouncing  all  ties  of  business  or  of  (Vien(lslii[) 
with  iiini.*  l^ut  at  New  York  a  great  number  o(" 
])ersons  were  sutklenly  arrested  and  sent  to  distant 
j)laces  of  continenient,  not  for  any  crime  imputed 
or  alleged,  but  solely  because,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  their  lives  or  their  opinions,  they  were 
supposed  to  be  unfriendly  to  the  popular  cause. 
Their  offence,  in  short,  was  one  for  which  tlie 
language  of  England  scarcely  affords  a  name,  nor  its 
history  a  precedent;  it  is  best  described  in  the 
Frenchmen's  phrase,  during  their  first  Revolu- 
tionary period SOUPCON'NE   d'etre    SUSPECT  ! 

"Whatever  joy  the  loyalists  remaining  in  New 
York  may  have  felt  at  the  sioht  of  the  Kind's 
troops  was  not  long  unalloyed.  A  few  nights 
afterwards,  the  city  was  fired  in  several  ])laces  at 
once ;  matches  and  other  combustibles  having 
been  prepared  and  skilfully  disposed.  General 
Howe  reports  to  Lord  George  Germaine  that 
many  of  the  incendiaries  were  detected  in  the 
lact,  and  some  killed  upon  the  spot  by  the  in- 
furiated troops.  Notwithstanding  every  exertion 
on  the  part  of  the  British  chiefs,  full  one  quarter 
of  the  city  was  thus  consumed.  It  was  believed 
by  many  persons  that  this  confiagration  might  be 


*  See  one  of  these  forms  of  Oah-dciam  in  the  American  Ar- 
chives, vol.  ii.  p.  1678. 
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CH  Al'.   tr;uHil    to    a    sccTit    ordiT    iVoin     AnuMicaii    licad- 

'  '^'       (jiKUtors ;    l)iit    coD.siik'riiig   the    recent    dctisioii   ol 

177(J.       C'Dii^ixrcss,  and   tlif  personal  character  of  W'asliing- 

ton,   the  siisj)ieion,   thont;!!    eerlaiiily  nalural,   was 

as  certainly  unfounded. 

Tlic  ill-conduct  of  the  Anieiicaiis,  chiefly  Con- 
necticut men,  on  the  l.">th,  was  iu  some  measure 
retrieved  next  day  by  ant)lher  tlivision,  chiefly 
from  Maryland  and  A'irginia,  which  showed  much 
gallantry  in  a  little  skirmish  ;  ami  though  the 
affair  was  slight,  it  i^ave  more  confldence  to  the 
remaining  troops.  A\'ashington  had  now  taken  uj) 
liis  ])osition  on  the  lieights  of  Ilaerlem,  with  lines 
across  New  York  Island,  which  at  that  })lace  is 
only  a  mile  broad.  Close  in  his  rear  was  the  fort 
to  which  his  countrvmen  had  given  his  name;  on 
the  o])posite  side  of  the  North  or  Hudson  Kiver 
was  Fort  Lee  ;  and  further  behind  him  his  com- 
munication with  the  main-land  of  New  York  over 
a  narrow  strait  was  secured  by  some  works  at 
Kingsbridge.  His  jjosition  was  in  tiuth  a  strong 
one,  but  k'ss  tenable  fioni  {\\c  utter  want  ol"  dis- 
cij)line  among  his  troops.  The  dilference  of  con- 
duct in  the  held  between  tlu'  men  of  the  Soutii 
and  till'  men  of  the  North  had  giwii  a  iVesh  edge 
to  tlie  old  provincial  jealousies.  An  ollici'r  at 
that  tinu'  |)it'>eiit  with  thi'ir  army  dei-Jares  that 
even  the  Peimsylvania  and  New  I'aighuul  troops 
would   as   soon    fight    each    other   as    the    enemy.* 

*  Sec  tliis  extract  as  given  in  (loidoii".-!  Ili-t.  Aim  r.  Kcv. 
vol.  ii.  p.  .'i.'Jl. 
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Still   more  poignant  arc  tlic  coin))laints  ol    Wash-   c  U  a  1' 
iiii>ton  on   "the  infamous  ])ractiee  of"  ])luiulerii)f]^.   , ^    ' 


"  For,"  he   atUls,    "  iiiuler  the    idea  of  'I'ory    pro-       ITT'i. 

**  pcrty,  or  property  that  may  fall   into  the   hands 

*'  of  the  enemy,  no   man   is   secure  in  his  effects 

**  and  scarcely  in  his  })erson.     In  order  to  get  at 

"  them  we  have  several  instances  of  people  being 

*'  frightened  out  of  their  houses,   uiuK-r  pretence 

*'  of  those  houses  being  ordered  to  be  burnt,  and 

**  this   is  done  with    a  view  of  seizing  the  goods. 

*'  Nay,    in    order  that    the   villany   may   be   more 

'*  effectually  concealed,  some   houses  have  actuallv 

"  been   burnt    to   coxer   the    theft.      I    ha\  e,    with 

*'  some  others,  used  my  ntni()>t  entUaxours  to  stop 

'*  this  horrid  practice  ;   but  under  the  present  lust 

'*  after    j)lunder    and    want    of    laws    to    punish 

*'  offenders,    I   might    almost    as   well    attem})t   to 

"  move  Mount  Atlas."* 

The  Adjutant-General,  writing  in  equal  confi- 
dence, is  not  less  explicit.  *'  Where,"  says  he, 
''  so  thorough  a  levelling  spirit  })redominates, 
"  either  no  discipline  can  be  established,  or  he 
"  who  attempts  it  must  become  odious  and  de- 
"  testable.  It  is  impossible  for  anv  one  to  have 
"  an  idea  of  the  complete  equality  wliith  exists 
*•  between  the  officers  and  men  who  com})ose  the 
"  greater  part  of  our  troops.  You  may  form  some 
*'  notion  of  it  when  I  tell  you  that  yesterday 
"  morning  a  Captain   of  Horse,   who  attends  the 

•  To  the  President  of  Congress,  Sept.  24.  1776. 
VOL.  VI.  N 
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C  II  A  r.    "  (u'lU'ral,    liom    ( 'oiiincticMit,    \v;is    si'i'ti    shaving 
'•'^"       "  ouv  otliis  nu'ii  (til  tlu'  paracK'  mar  the  house!"* 


J7T().  In    thi>    ihsor^anisccl    state    of"   the    .soUliery    it 

hcfamc  a  serviiH'  of  clanger  to  aim  at  their  cor- 
rection or  control.  'J  he  same  oflicer  who  behekl 
the  sha\ing  scene  says  in  another  letter  tliat  in 
the  skirmi>h  ot"  the  Kith,  "the  greatest  escape  I 
•'  liatl  was  I'rom  one  ol"  our  own  rascals  who  was 
"  running  away.  Upon  my  driving  him  back,  lie 
**  presented  his  piece  and  snapped  it  at  me  about 
"  a  rod  distance.  1  seized  a  musket  from  another 
*'  soldier,  and  snapped  at  him.  He  lias  since  been 
"  tried,  and  is  under  sentence  of  death,  but  I 
**  believe  I  must  beg  him  off,  as  after  I  found  I 
'*  could  not  get  the  gun  ofl^j  I  wounded  liim  on 
"  the  head,  and  cut  oil'  his  thumb  with  my 
*'  hanger."  t 

This  deplorable  condition  of  the  American  troops 
was  in  great  })art  owing  to  their  system  of  short 
enlistnunts.  During  the  last  twelve  months  Wash- 
ington had  addressed  to  Congress  the  most  urgent 
and  most  re])eate(l  representations  against  that 
system,  but  had  found  tlnir  theoretical  jealousy  of 
a  standing  army  stronger  than  his  warnings  or 
their  own  experience.  'I'here  was  also,  as  a  leail- 
ing  ])alri()t  complains,  a  disinclinalion  in  the  gen- 
tlemen  at  Philadelphia  to   i)art   with   the   smallest 

•  .1.  R.T.l  i<.  Mrs.  Ket'd,  ()«t.  11.  ITTfi. 

I  Life  ami  ('(»rrc.Hpondencc  of  Kecd.  vul.  i.  p.  23H. 
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particle  of  their  })()\ver. *      It  was  not  till   the  loss  (,'  il  A  I', 
of  New  York  was   close   iiiipi-ndin;^   that   a   better  , '     '    , 


])olicv  ])revailed.     'I'lieii,  thoiii;h  not  without  stixii-       177<>. 
uoiis  o))j)osition,  it  was  resoKed   to  form  the  anny 
anew  into   eighty-ei<;ht   battalions,    to   be   enlisted 
as  soon  as   j)ossible,  and  to  serve  during  the  war. 
A   certain   number  of  battalions   was    assigned   to 
each  State  as  its  quota  ;   each  State  to  appoint  the 
officers  as  high  as  Colonels.     To  encourage  enlist- 
ments a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  and  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  was  offered  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier.      But  no  sooner  had  these  lie- 
solves  been  ])assed  tlian  the  Congress,  In-  an  error 
not  unconnnon   in  all   ])()j)ular  assemblies,    relaxed 
in  their  attention   to  the  subject,  as  though  a  vote 
were  sufficient  for  its  own  fulfilment.      It  became 
necessary  for  Washington  to  remind  them  gravely, 
that  "there  is  a  material  difference  between  voting 
"battalions  and    raising    men."  t     Moreover    the 
nomination  of  officers  by  the  several  States  gave 
rise  to  another  train  of  evils.     A  few  weeks  later 
Washington   unbosoms    himself  as   follows   to   his 
brother :  —  "  All  the  year  I   have   been   pressing 
"  Congress  to   delay  no    time    in    engaging   men 
"  ui)on  such  terms  as  would  insure  success:  telling 
*'  them   that  the  longer  it  was  delayed  the  more 
difficult  it  would  prove.     Ikit  the  measure  was 

•  Letter  of    Benjamin    Harrison  to   Wa.-liington,  July  21. 
1775,  as  printed  in  the  American  Archives. 
t  To  the  Prcsiilcnt  of  Congress,  October  4.  177<i. 
N    2 
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('  II  A  r.  "  not  comiiu'iicc'd  till  it  \v;is  too  late  to  he  effected  ; 
*'*^-  "ami  tluii  in  mu'Ii  a  manner  as  to  hid  adieu  to 
177G.  **  everv  hoj)e  ot"  Lu-ttini;  an  army  from  whieii  any 
•♦  services  are  to  be  expected  ;  the  different  States, 
"  witiiout  rei^ard  to  tlie  qiiahfications  of  an  ofHcer, 
"  (luarrellinix  ahont  the  appointments,  and  nomi- 
"  natinjj:  such  as  are  not  fit  to  l)e  shoe-hhicks,  from 
•'  the  local  attaclmuMits  of  this  or  that  Mi-mher  of 
'•  fhe  Assembly.  1  am  wearied  ahiiost  to  deatli 
"  with  the  retrograde  motion  of  things."* 

Tliis  unprosperous  state  of  their  affairs  incliiieti 

the   Congress    more    and    more    to    the    (piest    of 

foreign  aid.     With   that  \iew  tliey  resolved  at  this 

})eriod   to   api)()int  three   commissioners,  or  secret 

envoys,    at   the   Court   of  France.      Dr.  Frankhn, 

notwithstanding   liis   great    age,   was   unanimously 

cliosen.      When   the  choice  was  first  announced  to 

liim,  he  answered   modestly,  "  I  am   old,  and  good 

"for  notijing ;    hut,   as   the   drapers    say  of  their 

**  fag-ends   of  clotii,  you  may  liave   me  tor  wiiat 

*'  vou  })lease."     Yet  the  api)ointinent  of  any  such 

mission  at  all  was  against  his  own  judgment.    Only 

a   few    months    afterwards    we   lind    him    write    as 

follows  :  —  "I  have  ni'ver  yet  ehange(.l  the  o})inion 

*'  I  gave  in  Congress,  that   a   virgin   State  should 

*'  preserve  the  virgin   character,  and  not  go  about 

*'  suitoring    for    alhances,    hut    wait    with    decent 

'*  dignity  for  the  applications  of  others.    I  was  over- 

**  ruled,   ])erhaps  for  the  best."!      \\'hile  I-'ranklin 

•   Writings,  vol.  iv.  p.  1S4.  t   Works,  vol.  viii.  p.  209. 
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Nvas  tlius  cml)aiki'cl  in  a  new  .sphere,  Silas  Deanc  CIIAl'. 
was  continned  at  tlie  i)Ost  whicli  lie  already  filled.  ,  '■  , 
It  would  seem,  however,  that  this  gentleman  was  iVTfi. 
by  no  means  most  valued  'where  he  was  best 
known,  since  his  own  Stale  of  Connecticut  was 
the  only  one  out  of  the  thirteen  that  refused  to 
vote  for  him.*  Jefferson  had  l)een  designed  as 
the  third  Commissioner,  but  on  his  declining  the 
appointment  it  devolved  upon  Arthur  Lee.  The 
hitter,  though  for  some  years  past  he  had  prac- 
tised as  a  barrister  in  London,  was  a  native  of 
A'irginia,  and  a  brother  of  llicliard  Henry  Lee. 
Towards  the  first  of  November  Dr.  Franklin  set 
forth  on  his  voyage,  not  without  some  appre- 
Iiensions  of  being  captured  by  the  English  ;  but 
landed  safe  in  Quiberon  13ay,  and  before  the  close 
of  the  year  had  arrived  at  Paris. 

Another  subject  which  at  this  period  greatly 
engaged  the  time  and  thoughts  of  Congress,  was 
the  framing  Articles  of  Confederation.  It  was  a 
requisite  and  yet  by  no  means  an  easy  task  to 
define  precisely  w  hicii  powers,  as  of  national  con- 
cern, should  belong  to  the  central  body,  and  which 
as  of  local  administration,  to  the  several  States. 
These  Articles,  as  decided  after  keen  debates, 
were  signed  and  made  known  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  1-th  of  October,  but  diil  not  become  law 
bv  the  ratification  or  accession  of  all  tiie  States 
until  nearly  three  years  afterwards.      In  the  mean- 

*  Gordon'a  History  Anicr.  Rev.,  vol.  ii.  p.  372. 
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C  11  A  r.  wliili'  tluri-  \\;»s  no  ])ri>\i>-ion  Cor  (  iiitral  Execiiti\C 
'-'^-  (JovcrmiUMit  l)i>v()iul  the  mnjority  of  Congress  and 
ITTU.  the  Stamlinir  Committees  wliicli  the  Congress  was 
in  the  hal)it  of  ai)i)ointing.  But  sueli  Standing 
Conmiittees  were,  in  truth,  only  specious  names. 
Tliis  has  been  elearly  e\i)laineil  l)y  a  statesman 
who  was  himsi'h"  at  the  Iiead  of  three  of  them;  a 
statesman  among  the  most  ach'oit  and  able  ot   his 

day Mr.  (Jouverneur    Morris.      "You   must  not 

"  imagine,"  said  he  to  a  friend,  "  that  the  niem- 
*'  hers  of  these  Committees  took  any  charge  or 
♦♦  burthen  of  the  affairs."  For,  as  Mr.  Morris  ])ro- 
ceeds  to  show,  it  was  tlie  object  of  his  friends, 
wliile  ])rcserving  tlie  democratical  form,  to  assume 
the  monarchical  substance,  of  business.  It  was 
the  chairman  who  reeei\ed  anil  answered  all  letters 
or  other  a])plications,  who  took  every  ste])  which 
he  deemed  essential,  wiio  prepared  reports,  and 
who  issued  orders.  As  for  the  Committee,  the 
chairman  merelv  from  time  to  time  leil  them  into 
a  ])rivate  chamber,  where,  for  form's  sake,  he  com- 
nunfieated  to  them  his  past  proceedings  aiul  re- 
quireil  their  a))probation,  whicii  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  course.* 

(){'  the  men  who,  thus  wielding  the  Connnittees 
as  their  instruments,  or  standing  l()rtli  in  the  Con- 
gress bv  themsel\-es,  held  in  their  hands  the  reins 
of  power,  man\-  wvvc  beyond  all  (luestion  well 
entilK'd  to   resjjett    and   eontiilence  from    tlu-ii-   pri- 

•  Liff  of  Gouvcineur  Morris,  l»y  Sparkn,  vol.  i.  j..  L'lT. 
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vate   fliaraclcM's.      All    of"  tlicin    did    not,   liowcxer,    c  ii  .\  p. 

stand  c'(nially  clear  liom  imputation.      Sec,  f()r  in-   

stance,  the  ease  ol'  Mr.  Samuel  Adams.  Ik'fore  177'i. 
the  })a.s.sin^  of  tlie  Stamp  Act  he  had  ])een  col- 
lector of  the  rates  in  the  town  of  Boston,  and 
treasurer  of  the  money  so  collected.  Take  the 
sequel,  not  in  the  words  of  a  stranger  or  an  enemy, 
but  as  stated  by  a  man  of  the  same  town,  the  same 
party,  the  same  creed  — by  Dr.  William  Gordon  : 
'*  His  necessities  probably,  for  he  appears  to  be 
"  addicted  to  no  extravagance,  urged  iiim  to 
•'  supply  himself  time  after  time  from  the  cash  in 
**  liand.  The  town  had  soxeral  nuH'tings  ui)on 
*'  the  business  ;  at  length,  by  the  exertion  of  his 
*'  friends,  a  majority  was  obtained  for  the  relin- 
**  quishment  of  the  demand  upon  him"*  Mr. 
Samuel  Adams  appears  also  to  be  glanced  at  in  an 
anonymous  hand-bill  which,  at  the  commencement 
of  177'5»  ^vi^s  circulated  through  the  town  of 
Boston  ;  it  contains  the  ex])ression  :  "  Our  leaders 
**  are  desperate  bankrupts." t  AVhatever  degree 
of  truth  there  might  or  might  not  be  in  these 
charges  against  Samuel  Adams,  it  is  certain  that 
they  did  not  prevent  him  from  attaining  consider- 
able influence  in  Congress.     Jeflerson  says  of  him, 

*  Ilist.  Amcr.  Hew,  vol.  i.  p.  34H,  On  tliis  charge,  see  a 
note  in  my  Appendix.  In  anotlier  passage  of  Gordon's  History 
(p.  288.),  tlio  personal  appearance  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  is 
described  —  "  with  his  venerable  grey  locks  and  hands  trem- 
"  bling  under  a  nervous  complaint." 

I  See  the  American  Archives,  vul.  i.  p.  iL'Kj. 
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C  II  A  r.   that  lit"  Iiatl  a  ^ni-alrr  sliari"  than  any  other  member 
,    ''^-      in  atlvisinij^  aiul  ilirectinu;  the  coiuluet  of  the  Xorth- 
1771..      ern  \\'ar.'      On  se\  eral    oeeasions  at   least,  he  ap- 
pears to   ha\  e  borne  no  good  ^vill  to  Washington, 
whose  eharaeter  was  so  far   nnhke   his  own  ;   and 
both  his  name  and  inllnenee  maybe  traeed  in  those 
secret  cabals,  which,  at  one  time  especially,  were 
formed  in  Congress  against  tliat  most  eminent  man. 
In  tracing  the  measures  of  Congress  at  this  junc- 
ture, it   is  to  be  observeil   that   while   most  of  the 
Members  were  warm  and  zealous  in  })rosecution  of 
the  war,  there  was  not  wanting  a  minority  inclined 
to   absolute    and    unconditional    submission.      So 
much  danger  would  have  been  incurred  by  a  mani- 
festation of  such  views,  that  we  cannot  expect  to 
find    them    in     anv    manner    clearly    or    explicitly 
avowed.      Hut  that  such  a  i)arty  did  exist  at  Phila- 
del])hia,  and  that   in  numbers   it  was  considerable, 
is  recorded  by  most  unimpeachable  authority  ;   by 
the  Adjutant-Cieneral  of  the  American  army,  him- 
self a   l'liiladeli)liian,  ami   connected   with    all    the 
chief  houses  of  that   citv.t      few    things,   indeed, 
are  more  remarkable  than  the  lingering  attachment 
to    kingly  government    which    may    be    tracetl    in 
these  insurgent  colonies.      So  strong  was  this  feel- 
ing that,  even  \\lu>n   e\ery   hope   was   ri'linquished 
of  returning  to   tlu-   sway   of  King(ieorge,   there 

•   Letter  U,  .Mr.  Wull-s  Mny  IL'.  1h1!». 

t  To  Mrs.  R<'0<1,  October  II.  177().  ("nloiiel  Hee-tl  ;<iil>j()ins  ; 
"  This  letttT,  my  dearot  love,  is  writtin  only  fur  your  own 
"  eye." 
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W'CM'C  soiiH'  persons  wiio  in  their  stead  turned  tiieir  c  n  \  i>. 
thoimlits  to  the  Pretender  —  to  ilw  Prince  Charles  ^''^• 
ol"  *' Hie  Forty-live."  Some  letters  to  invite  him  iTTfJ. 
over,  antl  to  assure  him  of  allegiance,  were  ad- 
dressed to  him  from  Boston  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  contest.*  Thus,  also,  Mr. 
Washington  Irving  was  assured  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  that  among  the  Stuart  Pajiers  which  Sir 
Walter  had  examined  at  Carlton  House,  he  had 
found  a  Memoiial  to  Prince  Charles  from  some 
adherents  in  America,  dated  1778,  and  proposing 
to  set  u])  his  standard  in  the  hack  settlements.t 
These  men  were  not,  and  could  not  be,  aware  of 
the  broken  health  and  degraded  liabits  into  which 
their  hero  had  fallen.  They  did  not,  tliey  could 
not,  know  the  details  of  his  domestic  life  at 
Florence.  But  such  was  still  their  reverence  for 
Royalty  that  they  desired  to  cling  to  it  even  where 
it  might  be  only  the  shadow  of  a  shade. 

All  this  time  the  several  States  were  busily  em- 
ployed in  new-modelling  their  own  Constitutions. 
To  that  course  they  had  been  invited  by  a  Reso- 

*  "  L'Abbc  Fabroni,  Recteur  dc  rUniversitc  de  Pise,  m'a 
"  assure  avoir  vu  au  commencement  dc  la  guerre  d'Amerique 
"  des  lettres  dt's  Americains  de  Boston  au  Prctendant  pour 
"  I'engager  a  aller  se  nicttre  a  leur  tete."  (Dutens,  Memoires 
d'un  Voyageur,  vol.  iii.  p.  30.) 

f  Visit  to  Abbotslord,  hy  Washington  Irving,  p.  48.  Tin's 
Memorial  has  now  disappeared  from  its  place  in  the  collection, 
as  I  learn  from  Mr.  Glover,  her  Majesty's  librarian,  who,  at  my 
request,  in  April,  I80O,  had  the  kindness  to  make  search  among 
the  Stuart  Papers  of  the  year  1778,  as  then  preserved  iu 
"Windsor  Castle. 
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('  II  A  r.   liition    of   tlic   Congress   so   i-aily   as    [\\c    \'>[\\    of 

^ ]__j   May.      In  nearly  all   tlu'  iMuicaxonr  was  aiiparcnt 

l77i>.  to  retain  as  far  as  j)ossil)le  the  aiuient  forms.  HuL 
sinee  Ro\altv  was  set  aside,  it  became  nnavoitlable 
to  derive  the  whole  jiowers  of  «j;overnment,  eitlier 
mediately  or  immediately,  from  the  ])eoj)le.  Thus 
in  each  State  there  was  still  to  he  appointed  a 
supreme  executive  liead,  with  the  title  cither  of 
Governor  or  President.  Such  a])pointments,  liow- 
ever,  instead  of  forminLC  a  check  on  the  popular 
impulse,  would  henceforth  he  only  in  one  sha})e  or 
another  a  manifestation  of"  it.  The  new  Governors 
were  chosen,  as  of  course,  among  the  favourites  of 
tlie  ruling  majority.  In  ^'irginia,  for  example,  tlie 
new  Governor  was  Patrick  Henry.  Eleven  of  the 
States  maintained  a  Second  Chamber,  to  be  called 
in  some  cases  the  Council,  in  some  others  the 
Senate,  (ieorgia  and  Pennsylvania  alone  resolved 
on  trying  the  experiment  of  a  single  Chamber. 
In  the  Pennsylvania  Cotnention  that  point  is  said 
to  luui'  been  decided  by  a  sj)eeeh,  or  rather  by  a 
storv,  (iom  Di'.  IVanklin.  \\"\{\\  his  usual  tbndness 
for  apologue,  he  tolil  tlu'in  a  tale  of  a  loaded  waggon 
with  a  team  at  each  end  pulling  in  oijjjosite  direc- 
tions. The  other  Pennsylvanians  j)resi'nt  aj)pear 
to  have  considered  this  argunu-nt,  if  so  it  can  be 
called,  decisive  of  the  (juestion.  Net  so  ill  did 
the  working  of  a  single  Chamber  .sj)t'i'd  in  their 
province  or  in  CJeorgia,  that  not  many  years 
elapsed  ere  in  both  it  was  abandoned  ;  and  since 
the  further  experience  of  France  in  her  iirsl  Revo- 
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lutionary  jjcriod,    the    tlicorv   of  I-Vaiikliii   on   lliis   CHAT, 
subject    Ikis   been,   it  is   said,   altogetlier  exploded  .  '  , 

among  his  coinilivnien.*     Certain  it  is  that  i)eriods      177^ 
may  be  shown   in   the   more  recent   history  ot"  the 
United  States,  when  notiiini;  but  the  existence  of 
a   Second   Cliamber  in  tiieir  Congress    has    saved 
them  from  great  dangers  and  from  glaring  faults. 

From  the  formation  of  councils,  we  must  now 
revert  to  the  conduct  of  the  war.  During  several 
weeks  General  Washington  remained  on  the  jicights 
of  llaerlem,  while  General  Ilowe  continued  at 
gaze.  At  last,  towards  the  middle  of  October,  the 
English  commander  put  the  greater  i)art  of  his 
forces  on  board,  and  landed  them  at  the  extremity 
of  Frog's  Neck,  on  tlie  continent  of  New  York, 
and  in  Long  Island  Sound.  There  again  he  lost 
several  days,  kept  in  clieck  apparently  by  the 
American  outposts,  and  unable  to  reach  the  main- 
land over  a  ruined  causeway.  Once  more  he 
transported  his  troops,  by  water,  to  the  adjoining 
promontory  of  Pell's  Neck,  and  from  thence  began 
his  march  into  the  country.  His  movements  had 
drawn  the  American  army  from  the  heights  ol 
Haerlem  :  it  had,  for  the  most  ])art,  ])assed  the 
stream  at  Kingsbridge,  and  was  now  near  the 
White  Plains,  already  intrenched  in  its  new  posi- 
tion. Several  skirmishes  ensued,  in  which  the 
British  gained  apparent  success,  but  the  Americans 
gradual  experience.     The  chief  skirniisli  —  some- 

*  Sparks'rf  Lifo  of  Franklin,  p.  410. 
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C  11  A  r.  times,  iiulci'il,  it  was  tiMnud  a  l)attli>  —  took  place  on 
.  '  '^  tlie  'JStli,  near  ('lialterlon's  II  ill,  wlnii  \\\v  enemy 
iTTi).  gave  way,  retirini::,  liowever,  iVoin  tin-  ground  in 
good  onler,  anil  earning  oil*  their  artillery  anil 
wounileil.  It  a])j)ears  tnun  (ienrral  Howe's  de- 
spatches, that  nr\t  morning  he  eontemj)lated  an 
assanlt  on  the  Ameriean  camp,  hnt  was  deterred 
bv  the  ajiparenl  strength  of  its  lines.  Little  did  he 
know  ot'  what  these  lines,  in  truth,  consisted! 
They  were  designed  prineipally  for  defence  against 
small  arms,  and  had  been  reared  in  the  utmost  haste 
from  the  stalks  of  a  large  corn-Held  near  the  spot, 
the  tops  being  turned  inwards,  and  the  stalks  sup- 
ported by  the  lnm})s  of  earth  adhering  to  the 
roots.*  Such  were  now  the  obstacles  before  which 
a  British  chief  recoiled  1  Deeming  a  new  attack 
inexpedient,  (Jeneral  Howe,  on  the  morning  of  the 
.5th  of  November,  suddenly  drew  otf  his  troops  to 
the  left,  in  the  direction  of  Kingsbridge,  leaving  the 
American  chief  in  great  doubt  as  to  their  further 
objects.  *'  Some,"  w  rites  Washington,  "  su))j)ose 
"  thrv  are  going  into  wiiitrr  ipiarters,  and  will  sit 
**  down  in  New  ^'ork  without  doing  more  than 
*'  invest  Fort  Washington.  I  cainiot  subscribe 
*'  wholly  to  this  o])inion  myself."  Surely  General 
Howe  "  must  attrmpt  something  on  aeeount  of 
••  his  reputation,  for  what  has  he  done  as  yet  with 
"  his  great  army  ?" 

It  seemed  not  improbable  that  the  King's  troops 

•  Memoirs  of  Gcncial  IIculli,  p.  Hi.  n^tiol  Rccd. 
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niii;ht  atlempt.  im   invasion    of  the  Jerseys,  and  a  CHAT. 

j)usli  for   PIiilaclelj)liia.     To  defend  these  (hstricts,   , '     '  . 

General  Washington  crossed  llie  Hudson  witli  Iiis  iTT'i. 
army,  and  took  ])Ost  at  Ilackinsae.  Meanwhile, 
on  the  Kith,  Fort  W'asliinnton  was  assaulted  and 
carried  by  the  British.  The  defence  was  continued 
during  only  f()ur  or  five  hours,  tlic  garrison  being 
driven  from  the  outer  works,  and  tlien  surrender- 
ing. No  less  than  ^2800  of  tiic  Ameriean  troops 
became  prisoners  of  war  on  tiiis  occasion.  To  have 
left  any  garrison  in  that  fort,  after  the  evacuation 
of  New  York  Island,  was  certainly  a  great  fault  of 
strategy  ;  and  Washington,  long  afterwards,  with 
noble  frankness,  spoke  of  it  as  such.  But,  in  fact, 
the  post  had  been  held  contrary  to  his  own  wishes 
and  opinions,  and  his  error  lay  only  in  ha\ing 
yielded  these  to  the  inferior  judgment  of  other 
officers,  especially  of  General  Greene. 

Sir  William  Howe  (for  the  knighthood  of  the 
Bath  had  been  recently  conferred  upon  him  ;  and 
Carleton,  in  like  manner,  had  become  Sir  Guy)  fol- 
lowed u})  his  last  advantage.  Six  thousand  men, 
led  by  Earl  Cornwallis,  were  landed  on  the  Jersey 
side.  At  their  approach,  the  Americans  withdrew 
in  great  haste  from  Fort  Lee,  lea\  iug  Ijchiiid  their 
artillery  and  stores,  ^\'ashington  himself  had  no 
other  alternative  than  to  give  way  with  all  speed  as 
his  enemy  advanced.  He  fell  back  successive!  v  upon 
Brunswick,  upon  Princeton,  uj)on  Trenton,  and  at 
last  to  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the  Delaware.  To 
all   these   })laces,   one    after   the   other,    thd    Lord 
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CHAP.  C'onnvallis,  though  slowly  ami  with    Utile   vigour, 

.  ■       pm>iic  him. 

177G.  This  lair  ))ro\incc  of  the  Jerseys,  sometimes  sur- 

iianiod  the  (iarden  ol"  America*,  did  not  certainly, 
on  this  occasion,  prove  to  he  its  bulwark.  The 
scene  is  described  as  follows  by  one  of  their  own 
historians,  Dr.  Kamsa\  :  —  "As  the  retreating 
"  Americans  marched  through  the  country,  scarcely 
*'  one  of  the  inhabitants  joined  them,  while  num- 
*'  hers  were  daily  Hocking  to  the  Royal  army  to 
*'  make  their  })eace  and  obtain  ])rotection.  They 
**  saw^  on  the  one  side  a  numerous  \vell-aj)pointed 
'*  and  full-clad  army,  dazzling  their  eyes  with  the 
"  elegance  of  uniformity  ;  on  the  other  a  few  poor 
"  fellows  who,  from  their  shabby  clothing,  were 
'*  called  ragamullins,  fleeing  for  their  safety.  Not 
"  only  the  common  ])eo])le  changed  sides  in  this 
**  gloomy  state  of  public  affairs,  but  some  of  the 
"  leading  mt-n  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsybania 
**  adoj)ted  the  same  cx])edient."t  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  two  Howes  had  issued  a  joint  })ro- 
clamation,  oifering  a  ])ardon  to  all  such  as  had 
opj)osed  the  King's  authoiity  who  shouKl  within 
sixty  days  subscribe  a  declaration  that  they  would 
remain  in  ])caceal)le  obedience  to  his  Majesty. 
Such  an  ofler  niightadd  to  the  effect  of  the  Hritish 
arms.  ^  et  it  seems  scarcely  just  to  the  Americans 
to  ascribe,  with  \)y.  Ramsay,  their  change  of  sides 

•  "  Lt'8  Jerseys  ....  on  Ics  nppellc  Ic  jardiii  dc  rAnirriijuc." 
(Voyages  «lu  INIarqui.s  de  CliastcUux,  vol.  i.  p.  IK).) 
t  History  of  I  he  AiiRrican  Kcvolution,  vol.  i.  jl  .'313. 
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to  nothing'  beyond  tlieir  cliange  of  fortune.     May  c  II  A  P. 
we  not  rather  beHeve  that  a  feehng  of  concern  at  ,    ^'^^- 


the  separation,  hitlierto  suppressed  in  terror,  was      1776. 
now  first  freely  avowed  —  that  in  New  Jersey,  and 
not  in  New  Jersey  alone,  an  active  and  bold  mino- 
rity had  been  able  to  overrule  numbers  much  larger, 
but  far  more  quiescent  and  complying? 

Another  remark,  by  the  same  historian,  might, 
as  history  shows,  be  extended  to  other  times  and 
other  countries  besides  his  own.  The  men  who 
had  been  the  vainest  braggarts,  the  loudest  blus- 
terers in  behalf  of  Independence,  were  now  tlie 
first  to  veer  round  or  to  slink  away.  This  remark, 
which  Dr.  Ramsay  makes  only  a  few  years  after- 
wards, is  fully  confirmed  by  other  documents  of 
earlier  date,  but  much  later  publication  —  by  the 
secret  correspondence  of  the  time.  Thus  writes 
the  Adjutant-General:  —  "Some  of  our  Phila- 
**  delphia  gentlemen  who  came  over  on  visits,  upon 
"  the  first  cannon  went  off  in  a  most  violent  hurry. 
*'  Your  noisy  Sons  of  T.iberty  are,  I  find,  the 
*'  quietest  in  the  field."*  Thus,  again,  ^^'ashing- 
ton,  with  felicitous  expression,  points  a  paragraj)!! 
at  the  *'  chimney-corner  heroes.*'  t 

At  this  period  the  effective  force  under  Wash- 
ington had  dwindled  to  four  thousand  men.  A 
separate  division,  of  nearly  equal  strength,  which 
he  had  entrusted  to  General  Lee,  was  now,  in  like 

*  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Reed,  vol.  i.  p.  231. 
t  Writings,  vol.  iii.p.  286. 


192  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND 

CHAP,  manner,  slowly  ])nrsuini''  its  niaix-h  from  the  Iliid- 
'''^-  ,  son  to  the  Dehiware.  Letter  after  letter — express 
177G.  after  express  —  was  sent  by  Washini^ton  to  Lee, 
directing  that  officer  to  join  him  with  all  speed ; 
but  Lee,  ever  self-willed  and  perverse,  paid  no 
attention  to  these  orders.  He  was  busied  in  writing 
letters  to  find  fault  with  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
when  one  evening,  with  the  ink  scarcely  dry  upon 
his  paper,  he  was  surprised  and  made  prisoner  by  a 
party  of  dragoons  under  Colonel  Ilarcourt  —  the 
same  who  in  later  life  succeeded  to  the  Harcourt 
Earldom,  and  the  military  rank  of  Field  Marshal. 
Thus  does  Washington,  in  confidence,  relate  the 
transaction  to  his  brother  :  —  "  The  captivity  of 
*'  General  Lee  is  an  additional  misfortune,  and  the 
**  more  vexatious  as  it  was  by  his  own  folly  and 
"  imprudence,  and  without  a  view  to  effect  any 
'*  good,  that  he  was  taken.  As  he  went  to  lodge 
*'  three  miles  out  of  his  own  camj),  and  within 
•'  twenty  of  the  enemy,  a  rascally  Tory  rode  in  the 
*'  night  to  give  notice  of  it  to  the  enemy,  who  sent 
*'  a  ])arty  of  Light  Horse,  that  seized  him  and  car- 
"  ried  him  off  with  every  mark  of  trium})h  antl 
*'  indignity."* 

The  Congress  at  this  juncture,  like  most  other 
public  assemblies,  seemed  but  slightly  afiected  by 
the  dangers  which  as  yet  were  not  close  upon 
them.  On  the  11th  of  December  they  passed 
some  Resolutions  contradicting,  as  false  and  niali- 

*  Lottcr,  December  IS.  177G. 
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cioiis,  a  report  that  tlicy  intended  to  remove  from   c  it  a  p. 
Philadelpliia.       Tliey    declared    tliat    they    had    a       '^'^- 
higher  opinion  of  the  good  })eo])le  of  these  States      1776. 
than  to  suppose  such  a  measure  requisite,  and  tliat 
tliey   would    not    leave    the    city  of  Philadelphia 
"  unless  the  last  necessity  shall  direct  it."     These 
Resolutions  were  transmitted  by  the  President  to 
Washington,  with  a  request  that  he  would  publish 
them  to  the  army  in  General  Orders.  Washington, 
in  reply,  excused  himself  from  complying  with  that 
suggestion.     In  thus  declining  it,  he  showed  his 
usual   sagacity   and  foresight.     For,    on  the  very 
next  day  after  the  first  Resolutions  the  Congress 
underwent   a   sudden    revulsion   of  opinion,    and 
did  not  scruple  to  disperse  in  all  haste,  to  meet 
again  on  the  i20th  of  the  same  month,  not  at  Phila- 
delphia, but  at  Baltimore. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  Philadelphia 
would  have  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  the  British  but 
for  the  exertions  of  Washington,  who,  on  crossing 
the  Delaware,  took  the  utmost  pains  to  collect  all 
the  boats  upon  the  river,  and  remove  them  from 
the  Jersey  side.  IVIoreover,  it  had  formed  no  ])art 
of  General  Howe's  expectations  (as  is  plain  from 
his  own  despatches)  to  carry  the  war  beyond  the 
Delaware  during  this  campaign.  His  recent  suc- 
cesses induced  him,  though  slowly,  to  extend  his 
schemes.  But  instead  of  transporting  cr  construct- 
ing boats,  he  resolved  to  wait  until  the  winter  ice 

*  Despatch  to  Lord  George  Gcrraaine,  November  30.  1776. 
VOL.  VI.  O 
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CHAP,  should  be  foinu'il  iii)oii  tlic  river;  and  nicaiuvliile, 
^  ^'^^  •  ,  romainino;  at  New  York,  \\c  allowed  or  directed 
1776.  Lord  Coniwallis  to  "stand  at  ease,"  dispersing  his 
troops  in  (quarters  through  the  Jerseys.  Thus  was 
some  respite  obtained  by  the  harassed  and  dispirited 
remnant  of  the  American  army. — Oh  for  one  hour 
of  Clive  I 

During  tliis  much  needed  interval  of  leisure  the 
American   General   gathered   new   strength.     lie 
was  joined  by  levies  from  several  quarters,  by  four 
regiments  from   the   Northern   army,  and  by  the 
Philadelphia  town  and  county  Militia,  which  with 
great  spirit  had  at  once  marched  to  his  assistance. 
He  could  also  for  the  future  rely  on  the  ready  co- 
operation  of  the    separate    division,    lately   under 
Lee's  command,  and  now  under  Sullivan's.     Ne- 
vertheless   his    prospects,    as    against   the    British 
army's,    whenever    that   should   move,    were   most 
cheerless  and  forlorn.     To  his  brother,  writing  on 
the  18th  of  December,  he  tluis  describes  them  :  — 
"  ]\Iy  dear  Sir  ;  —  if  every  nerve  be  not  strained  to 
*'  recruit  the   new  army  with  all  possible  expedi- 
*'  tion,  I  think  the  game  is  pretty  nearly  up.     This 
*'  is  owing,   in   a   great  measure,  to  the   insidious 
"  arts  of  the  enemy,  and  disaffection  of  the  Colo- 
"  nies    above    mentioned,   but    ])rincii)ally   to    the 
'*  ruinous  policy  of  short  enlistments,  and  ])lacing 
"  too  great  a  de])endence  on  the  Militia,  the  evil 
"  coiisetpiences    of    which    wci'e     foictold     liltcen 
"  mouths  ago  with  a  spirit  almt)st  ])r()])lK'lic." 

It  so  chanced,  that  at    this  \  eiy  jiiiicliirc  Wash- 
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ingtoii  received  a  visit  in   liis  camp  from  Benedict  C  IF  A  P. 
Arnold,  who,  it  is  said,  first  suggested  to  him  tlie  ,  '  . 

idea  of  attempting  to  rccross  the  Delaware  and  I77G. 
surprise  some  part  of  the  King's  trooj)s.  *  But 
whoever  may  have  the  earliest  devised  this  scheme, 
the  merit  of  its  details  and  execution  belongs 
entirely  to  Washington.  In  front  of  him,  at 
Trenton  and  at  Bordentown,  the  barriers  of  the 
Jerseys,  lay  two  bodies  of  Hessians,  under  Colonel 
Rahl  and  Count  Donoj).  Both  from  their  igno- 
rance of  the  lano;uao;e,  and  from  the  hatred  that 
the  people  bore  them,  these  foreigners  were  least 
likely  to  obtain  intelligence  of  his  movements  or 
designs.  Moreover,  by  strange  carelessness  on 
the  part  of  the  British  chiefs,  the  posts  that  v>'ere 
on  this  occasion  the  most  exposed  had  been  left 
the  v/eakcst  manned,  and  undefended  by  a  single 
entrenchment  or  redoubt.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, Washington  fixed  on  Trenton  as  the  point 
of  his  attack.  For  the  time  he  selected  the  night 
of  Christmas,  trusting  that,  after  all  the  feasting 
and  carousing  of  that  day,  the  slumber  of  the 
Hessians  might  be  soundest,  and  tiieir  discipline 
more  than  ever  relaxed.  Two  days  before  he 
wrote    to    the    Adjutant-General,    imparting    his 

*  "From  private  information"  to  Mr.  Adolplius  (Hist. 
vol.  ii.  p.  440.).  The  same  idea  appears  to  have  occurred  at 
nearly  the  same  time  to  several  persons.  On  the  22nd,  Reed 
inquires  of  AVashington  ;  "  Will  it  not  be  possible,  my  dear 
"  General,  for  your  troops  to  make  a  diversion  or  something 
"  more,  at  or  about  Trenton?" 

O    2 
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en  AT.   clc^i^■Il.      1)111   111-  ailil>,  "  Vov  Wvaxcus   sake,  kvv\) 

y ,   "  this  to  voiirsclt"  as  tlii'  discox  crv  of  it  may  i)r()\c 

ITTC).  "  fatal  to  us,  our  numbers,  sorry  am  I  to  say, 
*'  boiiiLT  less  llian  I  had  any  foiiceplion  of;  but 
"  necessity,  dire  necessity,  will,  nay,  nuist,  jiistily 
"  my  attack."  It  was,  indeed,  lelt  by  Washington, 
that  while  success  might  brighten  his  prospects, 
no  failure  could  make  them  darker  than  they  were 
already. 

On  Christmas  Day,  accordingly,  the  evening  had 
no  sooner  set  in  than  Washington  commenced  his 
embarkation.  He  took  with  him  ^2,100  men,  and 
'20  pieces  of  artillery,  and  had  expected  by  four 
the  next  morning  to  reach  Trenton.  But  his  pro- 
gress was  so  much  delayed,  first  by  the  floating  ice 
upon  the  Delaware,  and  next  by  storms  of  snow 
and  hail,  that  it  was  full  eight  o'clock  before  the 
two  divisions  in  which  he  had  ranged  his  troops, 
marching  by  dilferent  routes,  came  close  uj)on  the 
little  town.  Late  as  was  the  hour,  it  proved  not 
too  late  for  ^^'ashington's  object  of  surj)rise.  lie 
opened  his  fire  on  both  sides  at  once,  and  drove  in 
the  Hessian  outposts;  ami  "we  i)resently,"  adds 
^'asliington,  "saw  tlieii"  main  body  fornu'd."  ( )n 
first  j)erceiving  their  danger,  the  Light  Horse  and  a 
few  more  fled  by  the  bridge  across  the  Assanpink, 
and  made  theii'  way  to  Hordentown  ;  but  the  main 
bodv,  finding  t liiMnseK'es  surrounded,  and  without 
aiiv  means  of  escajx^,  agreed  to  a  suirender.  SouKi 
moil'  of  their  soldiers  were  afterwards  t'oimd  con- 
cealed ill  the  houses,  making  the  whole  nuinhei-  of 
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the  piisoiiLM-.s   liltic  short  of  oMc  Ihoiisaiid.      'i'hc'ir   CilAI'. 
comnKuulor,   (/oloncl    Rahl,   a  brave   veteran,   had  .    ^'^"^ '  . 


been  mortally  wounded,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty      1770. 
of  tlieir  soldiers  slain.     Tiie  loss  of  the  Americans 
had  been  slight  indeed  ;   only  two  privates  killed, 
and  two  others  frozen  to  death. 

Thus  successful   in  his   enterprise,  Washington 
on   the   \QYy  same  day   hastesied   back    across   the 
Delaware,  in   order   to  secure   iiis  ])risoners.      lie 
expected    tiiat,    on    his    withdi awing,    the    King's 
troops    would    at    once   return   to    Trenton.     But 
another  detachment  of  his  army,  with  the  Adju- 
tant-General,    having    j)assed    over    from    Bristol, 
found    that,   on    the   contrary,    Count  Dono])   had 
been  seized  with  panic  on  learning  the  disaster  of 
his  comrades,  that  he  had  called  in  his  scattered 
j)arties,    had    relinquished    Bordentown,    and    was 
retreating  in  all  haste  by  the  Princeton  road.      In 
short,  it  appeared  that  the  whole  line  of  the  British 
cantonments  on  the  Delaware  was  broken  through 
and   falling   back.      At    such    tidings    \\'ashington 
determined    to    resume    the   offensive.      Aiiain   he 
crossed  over  the  Delaware  with  such  force  as  he 
could    muster,   directed    his   detachments    to  join 
him,  and  with  them,  for  the  second  time,  took  post 
at  Trenton.     Just  at  this  critical  moment,  as  the 
year   was   closing,    the  term  of  service  of  several 
regiments  expired.     At  first  the  men  seemed  bent 
on  going  off  in   a  body   to   their  liomes.      But  by 
the  earnest  persuasion  of  their  officers,  aided  by  a 
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CH  V  r.  boimtv  of  ten  dollars  to  each   man,  more  tlian  lialf 
'•'^-      of  them  consented  to  remain  a  lew  weeks  longer. 
177G.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  already  rctnrned  to  head- 

quarters   at    New    York.      At    the    first   news    of 
Trenton  he  was  forthwith    ordered    back    to    the 
Jerseys.     Gatliering  the  scattered  parties  tliat  liad 
lately  lined  tlie   Delaware,  and   bringing  forward 
fresh  troops  from  Brunswick,  he  advanced  in  one 
compact  body  from  Princeton.     On  the  afternoon 
1777.      of  the   2nd   of  January   he  came  in  sight  of  the 
American   army,    which    at    his    approach   retired 
from  Trenton,  and  took  post  on  some  high  ground 
beyond  the  Assanpink,  guarding  the  bridge  and  the 
fords  by  their  artillery.     A  battle,  and  in  all  likeli- 
liood  a  blow  to  the  Americans,  seemed  impending 
for  the  morrow.     But  in  the  evening  Washington 
assembled  liis  officers  in  a  Council   of  War,  and 
laid  before  them  a  scheme  which  he  had  formed. 
From  the  numbers  that  Lord  Cornwallis  showed  in 
front  it  seemed  probable  that  but  few  remained  in 
the   rear.     Might  it  not  be  possible  by  a  night- 
march  to  sinprise  and  overpower  those  few,  and 
push   onward  to   Brunswick,   there   capturing  the 
military  chest  and  stores,  and  releasing  from  cap- 
tivity General  Lee  ?     The  release  of  that  officer,  I 
may  observe  in   passing,   Avas  an   object  of  great 
interest  to  the  Americans,   since  the   British,   on 
account  of  his  former  commission  in  their  service, 
were  disposed  at  this  period  to  treat  him,  not  as  a 
prisoner  of  war,  but  as  a  deserter.      It  was  not  till 
many  months  afterwards  that,  on  orders  from  home, 
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ami  on  vehement  threats  ofretahation  by  the  Con-  CHAP. 
gress,  they  agreed  to  his  exchange.  .     \  '  . 

The  plan  tluis  skilfully  formed  was  no  less  skil-  1777. 
fully  carried  into  execution.  All  night,  to  avert 
the  sus})icion  of  the  British,  the  American  fires 
were  kept  burning,  and  the  guards  ordered  to 
remain  at  the  bridge  and  fords.  Meanwhile  the 
bajiiraire  was  sent  off  to  the  rear,  in  the  direction 

Co    o 

of  Burlington,  and  the  army  commenced  its  march 
with  Quaker-like  silence  along  what  w^is  called  the 
Quaker  road.  Thus  stealing  forward  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Assanpink,  they  reached  Princeton  a 
little  after  sunrise. 

In  that  town,  as  it  chanced,  three  British  regi- 
ments and  three  troops  of  Light  Horse  had  passed 
the  preceding  night.  Their  numbers  are  not 
given  with  precision,  but  would  certainly  be 
underrated  were  we  to  take  Washington's  ac- 
count. For,  on  another  occasion,  at  this  period, 
when  desiring  rather  to  depreciate  the  force  op- 
posed to  him,  he  computed  that  the  Hessian 
regiments,  when  they  came  out  complete,  did  not 
exceed  600,  nor  the  British  2.50  men  each.*  One 
of  the  regiments  at  Princeton —  the  17th,  under 
Colonel  Mawhood  —  was  already  on  its  march 
to  join  Lord  Cornw^allis ;  of  the  other  two,  the 
55th  was  just  moving,  and  the  1-Oth  still  at  its 
quarters.  In  the  grey  of  a  winter  morning  the 
Colonel  mistook  the  first  ranks  of  the  advancing 

*  To  Governor  Cooke,  April  3.  1777. 
0    4 
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(' II  A  r.  ciuMUN'  lor  I  K'ssiaiis,  hut  on  ilisroMMiiii;'  his  error, 
^  ^'^"^  ■  holdlv  c'haru^c'il  tlicni.  I.cil  on  l)v  Maw  liooil,  tlic 
1777.  gallant  17tli  |)Ii'>sl'(1  lorwaid  witli  bayonets  lixcd, 
threw  the  American  vangnarcl  into  confusion,  and 
though  of  course  unable  to  contend  for  any  length 
of  time  against  the  growing  numbers  of  the  foe, 
still  il  cut  its  wav  through,  and  piir.Mied  its  march 
to  Lord  C'ornwallis  without  fiuther  hurt  or  hinil- 
rance.  The  .OOth  and  10th  were  not  so  fortunate. 
Tliey  made  a  brave  resistance,  especially  the  55[\\ 
which  came  u\)  the  first  ;  but  ex})osed  to  so  great 
disparity  of  numbers,  they  were  overpowered. 
Finally,  they  were  repulsed,  and  driven  back  in 
di>array  along  the  road  to  lirunswick,  leaving  be- 
hind one  liundred  dead,  and  three  hundred  prison- 
eis.  Tiiere  were  also  three  brass  lield-pieces,  which, 
ior  want  of  horses,  the  American  Commander 
could  not  secure.  On  iiis  .side,  there  fell  one  of 
his  Generals,  nameil  Mercer,  and  lour  Colonels  or 
Captains,  but  no  more,  as  he  states,  than  twentv- 
five  or  thirty  ])ri\ates.  During  this  action  M'ashing- 
toii  himself,  with  the  utmost  intrepidity,  appeared 
in  the  thickest  of  the  light,  animating  his  men  by 
his  example,  even  to  the  alaiin  and  dissatisfaction 
of  his  oflicers.*  On  the  other  hand,  the  British 
t  loops  e\inced  so  nnich  of  steady  courage  and  dis- 

•  Olio  ofliccr  writes  IVxiii  .M<>rrist<i\vii  a  few  days  aflriwanls: 
"  Our  army  love  their  (icm-rnl  very  imirli,  but  lliey  have  one 
*'  thin;;  against  liini,  which  is  tlie  little  rare  he  takes  of  hini- 
•*  «<-ir  ill  nny  action."  Noti-  }>y  Mr.  Sparks  to  "Washington's 
Writing-;,  Vdl.  iv.  p.  2G2. 


FROM      IIII,     PKACK    OF     LTUKCJIT.  201 

cii)linc   imdLM'  cvcrv   disadvantage,   as    to    wanaiit  (    il  A  l'. 

•             '      •  1  I  \ 

their  chiefs  in  the  belief  tliat  luid  the   lOtli  come  , 


uj)  in  time  i'rom  l^rinceton,  and  the  three  regiments      1777. 
formed  in  hne   together,   they   might  have   stood 
firm  against  ail  tiie   efforts   of  the   not  large  nor 
\vell-ap))ointed  American  army,  and  enabled  Lord 
Corn  wall  is  to  lake  it  in  the  rear. 

Washington  did  not  find  it  ])ossible  to  fulfil  his 
first  intentions,  and  j)iish  onward  to  Brunswick. 
His  men  were  exhausted  with  fatigue,  having  been 
eighteen  hours  without  tbod,  and  thirtv-six  without 
rest;  most  of  them  were  ill-clad,  and  many  bare- 
foot. Moreover  Lord  Cornwallis,  seeing  at  day- 
break that  the  American  army  was  no  longer 
before  him,  and  hearing  the  guns  in  his  rear,  was 
hastening  back  with  all  speed  to  Princeton  and  to 
Brunswick,  there  to  secure  his  reserve  and  maga- 
zines. The  American  General  therefore  desisted 
from  pursuit  of  the  two  defeated  regiments,  and 
turned  aside  towards  Pluckemin  ;  first,  however, 
destroying  the  bridge  over  Stoney  Brook,  and  thus 
retarding  any  pursuit  of  himself.  Two  days  after- 
wards he  moved  to  Morristown,  a  position  among 
the  hills,  not  easy  of  access  yet  well  proxided  with 
supplies.  From  thence  sending  out  detachments 
he  overran  and  reduced  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Jerseys.  General  Howe,  not  willing  to  be  roused 
from  his  winter  quarters  at  New  York,  seemed 
content  to  lose  the  pro\  ince  so  lately  gained,  and 
satisfied  with  merely  retaining  posts  at  Brunswick 
and  Amboy. 


2(>2  IIISTOUY     OV    r.\(iF.A\I) 

At  this  tiiiu'  one  dl"  W'asliiiiutoirs  (IctacIiiiUMits, 
iiiuKr  (liMU'ial  IIiMtli,  was  |)ii>lu'(l  lorwanl,  even 
hrvoiiil  till'  HiiiUon,  in  tin-  ilinc-lioii  of  KinL;-s- 
l)riil<j:i'.  'lUvvc  ihc  Hritisli  licUl  a  lort,  ^vllicll 
th()iiL::li  in  llicir  ])i)s.sc.ssi()n,  iTtaiiicd  tlio  name 
\\h\c\\  the  AnK'iicans  had  i^ivtMi  it  —  I'oit  Iiulo- 
])i.'nik'nco.  To  this  I'orl  (iriKTal  llcalh  sent  a 
siiinnions  to  .suncniU'r,  couched  in  the  most, 
])crcmi)lory  terms.  "  Twenty  minnles  only  can 
•'  be  allowed  lor  the  <>arii.son  to  give  their  answer  ; 
"  and  shonld  it  he  in  the  negative,  they  must  abide 
'*  the  consequences."  The  garrison  returned  no 
answer,  but  found  no  consequences  follow,  since 
the  fort  was  not  attacked,  and  General  Heath 
quietly  withdrew.  For  this  richculous  afl'air  he 
was  ])roperly  rebuked  by  Washington.* 

'I'hus  concluded  the  campaign  of  this  year.  The 
surprise  at  'IVenton,  and  the  >kirmish  at  Piinci'ton 
—  both  of  which  the  Americans  \va\c  dignitied 
with  the  name  of  battles — are  not  to  be  estimated 
solelv  bv  tlu'ir  rank  as  feats  of  arms.  'I'heir  results, 
moral  as  well  as  military,  wen*  of  \  cry  high  im- 
])ortance.  In  the  lir.st  jyhue  llie\-  hail  sa\etl 
lMiiladeli)hia,  and  airested  the  concpieiing  i)rogress 
of  the  Ihiti-h  troojts.  Next,  as  wi'  have  seen, 
thev    icplact'd    Ou-   .lerseys    bi-ncath    the    sway    of 

•  "  Yimr  sumiiKiiis,  a.n  yi.u  diil  not  ntlcinpl  to  riillil  yiMir 
"  llirrnt.s,  was  not  only  itllc  but  larcical,  an<l  will  not  fail  of 
*'  tiirninj^  tlif*  laugh  <'Xft.'cdin<;ly  npon  us."  'I'o  Major  (icncral 
ll.ntli,  Kihruary  :\.  1777.  Sic  al.«o  Heath's  ^Icmoirs,  pp.  1<>7. 
1  l.i.,  as  (it-  <1  t»,v  Mr.  Sparks. 


iKo.M    rm;  pkack  or   cruiiciir.  ^o;} 

Congress.      No  Lii-tM(L>r  act  of  iiii])()licy  can  wtll  he   (•  n  \  i- 
imiii'-inetl   tliaii    that    the    Ihitish    General    shoiihl       '''^■ 
tamely  acquiesce    in   the  rechietioii  of  a  piovliuc      1777 
which  had  so  recently  and  so  warmly  espoused  his 
cause,  thus  exposing  the  loyalists  within  it  to  every 
kind   of  persecution   and    ill-treatment,    and    dis- 
couraging most  effectually  the  loyalists  elsewhere. 

Hardly  less  impolitic,  hardly  less  injurious,  had 
been  the  license  allowed  the  tr()oj)s,  and  above  all, 
the  Ibreign  mercenaries,  while  this  ])rovince  still 
continued  in  their  hands.  Acts  of  ])lunder,  or  of 
insult,  not  ])romptly  repressed,  nor  duly  ))unished, 
led  of  cour.se  to  alienation  and  lescntment.  'J1ie 
details  of  anv  such  outram\s,  sometimes  taken  on 
oath,  but  more  frequently  magnified  by  rumours 
and  surmises,  were  published  in  the  American 
newsj)apers,  as  incentives  against  the  King  and 
people  of  Great  Britain.  There  is  then  no  cause 
for  wonder,  if  by  such  deplorable  excesses  in  the 
men,  and  remissness  in  the  chiefs,  the  tem])cr  of 
the  Jerseys,  of  late  so  favourable,  was  wholly 
changed.  As  the  American  trooj)s  advanced  they 
observed,  at  least  in  some  districts,  that  almost 
e\ery  house  on  the  road  had  a  reil  rag  nailetl  upon 
the  door,  as  a  token  of  attachment  to  the  Crown; 
but  all  such  tokens  the  iniiabitants  were  now  busy 
pulling  down.* 

The    moral    clTects    of   ^^'ashington's    successes 
were   ielt   throughout   the  I'liited  States.      In   the 

*  T.ilc  uiul  Correspondence  of  Rocd,  vol.  i.  p.  280. 
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CHAT.   slrouLi:   ^v(>l■lls    ol"  oiu'    »)l"   lliiir    own    historians,    it 

J '  ^  sronu'd  liki'  a  h'mu  ri'Clion  iVdUi  the  (had.*      \\  ash- 

1777.  iii^toii  hini>ch',  indrci],  had  nr\iT  ceased  lo  be 
serene  ami  .seit'-as.snied.  In  the  lowest  dej)tlis  of 
fortmie  lie  said  eahnK  to  one  ot'  his  chief  oflicers, 
that  he  should  slii\i'  to  thi'  last,  retirini;,  if  need 
were,  from  State  to  State,  and  from  j)ost  to  post, 
and  if  even  forceil  hack  from  all.  maintiininir  the 
war  bevond  the  Allei;hany  mountains. t  But  many 
others,  who  in  bygone  years  had  bawled  while  he 
was  quiet,  and  who  had  blamed  him  for  being  so, 
were  now  wavering  and  whispering,  while  he  con- 
tinueil  firm.  'J'here  was  a  general  gloom  and  iles- 
j)ondencv,  an  idea  that  the  British  arms  were 
irresistible,  and  that  the  stiuggle  for  Inde))endence 
was  drawing  lo  a  close.  In  this  state  ol  public 
feeling,  the  recruiting  for  the  new  army,  on  which 
all  \\'as]iington's  hopi's  dej)t'ntletl,  maile  no  pro- 
gress. Bv  the  days  of 'I'rciiton,  and  of  Princeton, 
this  state  of  public  feeling  was  reversed.  1  hey 
had  shown  that  it  was  not  merely  behind  entrench- 
ments and  ledoubts  that  tin-  Anu-rican  forces 
could  Hght  ;  but  that  i'\ en  in  the  open  held,  under 
fuouiable  circumstances,  t  hey  could  I'ope  w  it  h,  and 
might  overpower,  their  disciplineil  and  xeteran  Ibes. 
( 'onfidence  retunietl,  and  with  confidence  exertion. 
New  recruits  began  to  come  in,  and  some  of  the 
oldii'   enlisted    were    jjcrsuaded    to    remain,    while 

•    K.nii  ,i_v.  Vol.  i.  |(.  WHu 
t  li.i.l.  p.  :;io. 
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clotliini]^,  stores,  and  other  rt([uisitcs  lor  tlicin  were   (   if  \  i'. 
moic  lic'c'Iy  supplied.  '■ ' '^  • 

In  IK)  ))laee  was  the  clian^e  of  tenij)cr  more  1777. 
marked  and  more  aj)pareMt,  than  in  the  ranks  of 
Congress.  When  that  assembly  met  again  at 
Baltimore,  so  keen  was  their  sense  of  tlie  present 
])eril,  as  to  overcome  what  hitherto  had  been 
among  their  main  piinciples  of  action,  —  their  dis- 
like of  a  standing  army,  their  chstrust  of  a  mihtary 
chief.  On  the  day  after  tlie  affair  of  Trenton,  but 
of  course  beibre  its  issue  could  be  known,  they 
conferred  upon  thi'ir  (General,  lor  six  montlis  to 
come,  powers  of  the  most  extensive  kind.  —  the 
])owers,  in  truth,  of  a  Dictator.  Washington  was 
authorised  to  raise  sixteen  battaUons  in  addition  to 
tliose  already  voted  ;  to  apply  at  liis  pleasure  to 
any  of  the  States  for  the  aid  of  their  Militia ;  to 
appoint  and  displace  all  officers  below  the  rank  of 
Brigadier-General ;  to  take,  wherever  lie  might  be, 
whatever  he  might  want  for  the  use  of  his  army, 
allowing  a  reasonable  price  for  the  same  ;  to  arrest 
and  confine  all  persons  who  should  refuse  to  take 
the  continental  currency,  or  gave  aiiv  other  jjroof 
of  disaffection  to  the  cause.  The  extraordinar\- 
powers  thus  entrusted  to  him,  were  acknowledged 
by  Washington  in  the  most  dutiful  and  becoming 
spirit.  Referring  to  them,  he  says,  "  Instead  of 
"  thinking  myself  freed  from  all  civil  obligations, 
"  bv  this  mark  of  the  confidence  of  Congress,  I 
*'  shall  constantly  bear  in  mind,  that  as  the  sword 
"  was  the  last  resort  tor  the  preservation  of  our 


2(X)  insTouv  or  r.S(.i..\Nn 

('II  AT.   ••liberties,  so   it   oiiulit   to   hv   \\\c   (ii.st   tliiiii;-  laid 

, .   "  asiile  when   those  liberties  :ui'  lirnily  rstablished. 

1777.       "  I    .sjiall    instantiv    st  t    aljoiit     makiiiLi:    the    most 
••  in'ci'ssary  retonns  in  the  army."  * 

\\  hen,  h()\ve\er,  the  day  of  Princeton  IkuI  hi-en 
tbnu^ht,  —  when  the  .Ierse\"s  weie  recovereii,  and 
when,  a  lew  weeks  al'terwards,  the  (  Onf^re.ss  were 
eiial)led  to  return  iVom  I'altiinoii'  to  I'hiladelphia, 
—  they  j)assed  from  their  late  dismay  to  over- 
weening confidence.  They  seemed  to  think  that 
it  was  only  the  caution  ot"  their  (General  whieii 
prolonged  the  war,  as  if  he  need  only  lift  his 
hand  to  annihilate  and  exterminate  the  entire 
IJritish  ai'my  !  To  their  suggestions  on  this  sub- 
ject A\'ashington  ie})lies  on  the  lllh  of  March, 
wilii  his  usual  clear  good  sense,  iiud  not  without 
a  touch  of  humour.  lie  declares  that  he  sliould 
be  haj)py  indeed  if  he  could  aec()nipli>h  the 
imjxirtant  objects  so  eagerly  wished  1)\'  ( "ongrcss, 
namely,  '*  contiifmg  the  enemy  within  their  j)resent 
'•  (piarters  ;  preventing  their  getting  su])plies  from 
"the  country;  and  totally  sid)ilifmg  them  bi'Ibre 
*•  they  are  reinforced."      "  Ihit,"  ailds  Washington, 

•  Letter,  January  1.  1777.     liven  in  Iji-rlaiitl,  at  that  time, 
the   new    Dietator   came   to   he   Mirnani«»I.  in   r(ini|iliuiiiit,    the 
American  Fabiu.".      (Sec   Amiiii:i1  KiLM>t.  1777,  \i.   L'O.)      The 
American  writers  a<hl,  and   arc  will   iu>lilii  d  in  a<Iilinir,  that  to 
no  man  mon;  truly  than  to  Washin;.'ton  n>ij,'ht  he  ai»|ili<'(l  th(!se 
lines  on  Kabiiif,  which  Knnins  wrote,  nnd  Cicero  records  : 
"  runs  ({ui  nobis  cnnctnndo  rcstituit  rem  : 
"  iS'on  ponebat  enini  rnntores  ante  .«alutcm  ; 
"  Krgo  mngi.sque,  ningisqiie  ^'i^i  nunc  ^Imia  clarrt." 
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•'  wliat    pi'DspccL    or    liopc    can     there    be    ol"   iii}'   C  II  A  1'. 
*'  efrccliniJ^  so  clcsiral)lc  a  work  at.  this  time?     'J'lie  ,    ^-'^-   , 
"  whole  iorco  I  ha\  i'  in  Jcisc'V  is  i)iit  a  haiull'ul:"       i:::. 
and   he  then  ])rocee(ls  to  explain  why  liis  Ibree  in 
Jersey    was     not    only    small,    bnL     ilI-aj)j)oinle(l. 
Perhaps  wc  may  suspect   that,  in   the  high-flown 
iioi)es   which   tliey  formed,   some  at   least   of  the 
members  of  Congress   were  misled    by  the   high- 
(lown     terms    which     they    employed.       Like    the 
Spanish   chiefs  and  statesmen  of  old,  and  down  to 
the  ])resent  day,  they  had  grown  fond  of  bestowing 
exalted   ejiithets    u})on    their  cause    and   country, 
until  at  last  they  wrought  themselves  into  beHcving 
all  their  own  compliments  realities.* 

Cieneral  Howe,  and  consequently  General  Wash- 
ington, remained  nearly  at  rest  during  several 
months.  A  division  of  the  British  army  under 
General  Clinton  had  been  sent  some  time  before 
to  winter  in  Rhode  Island.  As  Clinton  a})- 
proached,  the  enemy  retired  from  the  island,  of 
which,  therefore,  he  took  peaceable  possession, 
while  the  shi})s  that  brought  him  blockaded  an 
American  squadron  under  Connnodore  Hopkins, 
in   the  Proxidence  ri\er.      It  was,  however,  on   the 


*  In  a  lively  work  of  our  own  tinio — "Les  Soirees  de  Neuilly  " 
—  may  be  seen  do>crib('(l  the  weariness  of  the  French  officers 
under  the  Duke  d'Angoulenie,  in  1823,  at  the  oft-recurring 
phrase  of  each  Spanish  Alcalde  :  "  Seigneur  commandant,  je 
"  viens  vous  complimcnter  au  nom  des  heroiques  habitans  de 
"  cette  ville!"  (p.  298.)  Several  towns,  Madrid  especially, 
rejoice  in  the  ollicial  title  of  Kroicd. 
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I' 11  A  r.  wlioK",  an  ill-iiulm'il  cxprdit ion,  wli'uli  an>\Vfri.'il 
little  piirjJOM-  l)iit  lo  kcv\)  a  laru'r  boilv  ot"  troops 
iiiUMiiplovctl  (liiiiiiL!;  three  vears.  In  February 
Wasliini^lon  took  measures  lor  inoculating,  systc- 
niaticallv,  and  by  successive  detachments,  his 
whole  force,  the  small-])o\  havinu:  ])roved  a  dreadful 
sc()uri::e  to  the  American^  in  \\ic\v  ])ii'\ious  war- 
fare. In  March  a  detachment  from  New  York 
destroyeil  tiie  American  barracks  and  stores  at 
Peek's  Hill.  In  A])ril  another  detachment  did 
similar  service  on  a  larger  scale,  and  with  a 
i'-rcatcr  resistance,  at  Danl)ury.  On  the  other 
band,  the  Americans  succeedeil  in  burning  some 
brigs  and  sloops  belonging  to  the  liritish  at  Sagg's 
Harbour  in  Long  Island.  But,  until  the  return  of 
summer,  nothing  of  more  im))ortance  was  acliieved 
on  either  side. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 


The  Session  of  Parliamnit,  wliicli  luul  commenced  C  II  A  P. 
on   tlic  last  (lay  of  October,   177^^   coiUiniR-d   till   , [^ , 


June  1777-  J'l  d,  as  in  the  previous  ones,  Ame-  1 777, 
lica  formed  the  j)rincipal  topic  of  discussion. 
l{l\en  at  the  outset,  an  amendment  to  the  Address 
upon  this  ground  was  moved  by  Lord  Rockingham 
in  one  House,  by  Lord  John  Cavendish  in  the 
other.  So  small  were  then  the  minorities,  —  no 
more  than  26  of  the  Peers,  no  more  than  87 
of  the  Commons,  and  even  these  87  on  a  subse- 
(pient  motion  dwindling  to  one-half,  —  that  the 
members,  especially  of  the  Rockingham  section, 
lost  heart  and  hope.  Without  any  formal  seces- 
sion, they  began  to  relax  in  their  Parliamentary 
attendance,  declaring  that  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  saving  a  jieople  against  its  will.  One  of  their 
warmest  ])artisans  and  defenders — in  all  ))roba- 
bilitv  no  other  than  Ikirke  himself — declares  of 
them  at  this  juncture  that  they  appeared  in  their 
places,  *' onlv  upon  such  matters  of  ])rivate  Bills  in 
"  which  they  had  some  particular  concern  or  inte- 

VOL.  VI.  P 
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C"  II  A  1'.    "  ii>t."  •       III    otluT    \voi(U,    llii'v    nc<j;lcctfcl     the 

> /  public    l)ii.siiu'>s,    1)111    a])j)liril    tluiiiM'K  (.'s   to   tlu'ir 

1.77.      j)(.'r>oiKil    atlairs.      Aiul    mkIi    coiuliict    was    called 
})atriotism  ! 

Il  is  worthy  ot  rcmarU  throui^iiout  tlicse  debates 
how  greatly  Fox  had  risen  in  inii)ortance.  A  rej)ort 
being  spread  at  Arthur's  Clui)  that  he  intended  to 
go  for  a  tew  weeks  to  Pari>,  and  that  report  beiiiii; 
carried  to  the  Kinu;,  his  Majesty  wrote  forthwith 
to  Lonl  North,  advising  the  Minister  to  bring 
forward  his  measures  as  quickly  as  he  could  during 
tlie  absence  of  so  much  **  noisy  declamation."  t 

Later  in  the  Session,  there  was  certainly  no 
point  on  which  I'ox  and  his  friends  had  greater 
scope  for  their  abilities,  than  when  Lord  Xortli 
found  liimself  under  the  necessity  of  announcing 
the  new  debts  wliitii  had  accruetl  upon  the  Civil 
List,  and  which  aiiioiiiited  to  more  than  (»()(),( )()()/. 
Some  part  ot'this  expense,  as  Lord  North  ex])laineil 
it,  might,  like  other  evils,  be  ascribed  to  the 
struiTirle  in  America,  since  there  so  many  lovalists 
liad  been  stripjied  of  their  j)roperty,  and  driven 
from  their  homes,  without  any  means  of  sustenance 
Ijcyond  the  bounty  of  the  Crown.  But  another, 
and,  probal)ly,  still  more  etiectixe  cause,  as  in 
an  earlier  Chapter  1  have  shown,  was  ihi-  ill-regii- 
lateil  state  of  se\eral  dej)artments  in  the  Royal 
Household.      The  })rofusion   and   extortion   which 

•   Annual  Register,  1777.  p.   \'^. 
t  Letter,  Nnvinibrr  l.'j.  177'). 
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tlRM'e    ])ro\aiU'(l    wcmc    wliolly   iiuk-pcndriif    ol"  tlir   (' II  A  r. 

will  and   c\aMii)k'  of  tlic   Sovereign,  and   for  llicir  , '^^ ^ 

ainendniLMit  needed  no  less  tlian  IJurkc's  ^rcal  1777. 
measure  of  Keononiieal  Reforin.  Notwitlistandinjj; 
all  the  eiibrts  of  (^j)j)osition,  the  House  of  Coni- 
nions  agreed,  not  only  to  discharge  these  arrears, 
but  with  the  view  of  guarding  against  such  arrears 
for  the  future,  to  grant  to  the  Crown,  by  Bill,  a 
further  yearly  sum  of  100,000/. 

This  Bill,  entitled  *'  For  the  better  Support  of 
'•  the  Royal  Household,"  was  of  itself  invidious, 
and  unha])pily  became  the  more  so  from  tlu;  cir- 
cumstances of  its  passing.  The  Speaker,  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  having  now  some  private  grudges 
against  the  Government,  liad  determined  to  in- 
didge  them.  It  became  liis  duty  to  present  this 
Bill  to  the  King,  seated  on  the  Throne,  and  sur- 
rounded by  the  chief  officers  of  State.  It  became 
liis  privilege,  if  he  pleased,  on  that  occasion  to 
address  his  Sovereign.  "  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Speaker, 
"  in  a  time  of  public  distress,  full  of  dilliculty  and 
"  danger,  their  constituents  labouring  under  l)ur- 
*'  dens  almost  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  your  faithful 
"  Commons  postponed  all  other  business,  and  witli 
**  as  much  despatch  as  the  nature  of  their  proceed- 
"  ings  would  admit,  have  not  only  granted  to  your 
"  Majesty  a  large  present  supply,  but  also  a  very 
"  great  additional  revenue — great  beyond  example 
"  — gi'eat  beyond  yoiu*  Majesty's  highest  wants!" 
Afterw\ards,  in  ])rinting,  the  last  word  was  corrected 
by  the  Speaker  to  "  expenses."     It  may  easily  be 
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(■  II   \  1'.   iiiKiLciiuHl     how     imuli     iiiatiliratioii     this     speech 

.^ ^  MtVonlrtl  to  OIK'  .si{K'  of  thi-  IIoiisi",  and   liow  miicii 

1777.  ii-MMitnu'iit  it  fillrd  tnith  on  the  othei-.  A  vote 
aj)|)ro\  inLT  it  was  piojJosiMl  l)\  the  (  )])j)osit  ion,  and 
of'  eonrse  nnieh  disrelished  1)\  the  Ministry;  hnt, 
beinii^  most  eonsisti'nt  with  lorni  and  (|niet,  was, 
after  some  del)ate,  alK)wed  to  pass. 

It  was  eertaiiiK  leh  on  all  hands,  a'>  tht' Sj)t'aker 
had,  with  no  L;reat  respeet,  inij)lieii,  that  the  a])j)eal 
in  behalf  of"  the  Civil  List,  however  iniavoidahle, 
was  most  ill-timed.  It  was  made  in  a  year  when 
till'  eharij^es  for  the  navy  rose  to  n])wards  of  four 
millions,  and  the  charges  tor  the  ann\  nearlv 
ap))roaehed  the  same  snm  ;  w  hen  it  was  ileemed 
re(jnisitc  to  imj)ose  a  tax  on  male  servants,  a 
f'nrther  stamp  on  deeds,  and  an  auction  duty  ;  anil 
when,  notw  ithstandinL!:  these  aids,  it  became  neccs- 
sarv  to  aild  li\e  millions  to  the  funded  debt.' 

The  ])iiblic  would  no  doubt  ha\e  borne  this 
increase  of  its  burdens  with  still  more  dissatisfac- 
tion, had  the  public  known  how  rotten  at  this 
))eiiod  was  oiir  whole  svstem  ot"  commissaries  and 
contractors — how  ill,  in  liict,  the  moiiev  raised 
in  Mnuland  was  applied  abroad.  I'o  this  eliaige  1 
will  summon  as  m\  witness  Lord  North's  own 
Solicitor-Cieneral.  'llitis,  in  1777,  did  ^Fr.  \\  ed- 
deibnrn  write  respeclinLi,  our  ai"ni\  in  America  to 
a  confidential  friend:    -"The   j)eciilalion  in  every 

•  Pari.  Ilisl.  vol.  xix.  ji|t.  241.  L'71.  In  the  dclinte  on  the 
JJudgct,  Lord  North  oltHiTvi-tl  that  there  were  sonic  persons  who 
kept  thirty  or  more  male  aervuntM. 


FROM   TiiK  PKAci;  oi    T  rrn:(  iiT.  2\:\ 

"  |)r()fila!)lc'  I)i:iiirli  ol'llu*  scMvico  is  rcprcscMifcd  lo  ('  ii  .\  p. 

"  1)0  (Miorinoiis,  and,  as  usual,  it  is  attcudcd  willi    i   , ^^ ^ 

"  shocking  uoglcct  of  every  comfort  to  the  troops.       1777. 
"  The  iiospitals  arc  pest-houses,  and  tiie  ])rovisi()ns 
"  served   out  are   j)ois()ii  ;    those    that    are    to   be 
"  bought    are    sold    at    the    higlicst    prices    of"    a 
"  monopoly."* 

Another  measure,  which  was  met  by  consider- 
able   op])osition,    and    not    carried    without    some 
amendments,  was  a  partial  sus])ension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  —  a  Hill  empowering  His  Majesty  to  secure 
and   detain    poisons  ohargod   with   or  susj)ootod   of 
the    crime    of   higli    treason    committed    in    North 
America,    or    on    the   high   seas,   or   the   crime   of 
piracy.      **  The   thing   is   this,"  said  Lord   North  ; 
"  there  have  been  during  the  present  war  in  Ame- 
"  rica   many  j)risoners    made  who   were   in   actual 
"  commission  of  tiio  crime   of  high    treason  ;   and 
'*  there  are  j)ersons  guilty  of  that  crime  who  miglit 
"  be  taken,  but  from  want  of  evidence  could   not 
"  bo   kept   in    gaol."      Our    own    liberties    are    in 
danger! — such  was  the  roj)ly  of  Dunning,  \\'ilkes, 
and    Fox.      "  Who   knows,"   cried  Fox,  "  but  the 
'*  Ministers,  in    the   fulness  of   their   malice,   may 
"  take  it  into  their  heads  that  1   have  served  on 
*'  Long  Island,  under  General  Washington  ?    What 
*'  wouhl   it  a\ail  me   in  such   an  o\ont   to   ])load  an 
*'  ALiiu  ;    to   assure    my    oKl    liionds    that     I    was 

*  Letter  to  Williaiu   Eden,    printed  fVom  the  MS.  in  Lord 
Canipbell's  Lives  of  the  Chancellors,  vol.  vi.  p.  118. 

I'    3 


-11  iiisTOuv  or  i:n(.i.am) 

(■  II  A  r.   "  (liiiiiii;  tlio  wIioK-  (»r  till'  aiitimiii  AiiU'iican  cani- 

( ^_ ,    "  jKii^n  in  I'.ii^laiul  ;    that   I  \va>  iu'\  it  in  Anu'rica, 

'"""•  "111)1-  (til  anv  other  soa  l)iit  l)i't\vccii  Dover  and 
"  C'ahiis  ;  and  that  all  my  acts  ol' piracy  were  com- 
'*  mittcd  on  the  iniite  creatinn  ?  All  tills  may  be 
"  \  ery  true,  says  a  Minister  or  a  Minister's  iinder- 
"  straj)j)er,  hut  yon  are  for  the  present  suspected  ; 
"  tliat  is  snflieienl  ;  this  is  no  time  (()r  j)roofs. 
"  I  know  yon  are  fond  of  Scotland  ;  I  will  send 
"  vou  under  this  Siixn  Manual  to  studv  the  Krsc 
*'  language  in  the  Isle  of  Ikite.  As  soon  as  the 
"  operation  of  the  Bill  is  spent,  you  w  ill  he  at 
"  liberty  to  return  whither  yon  jilea^e  ;  and  then 
**  you  may,  if  yon  like,  call  on  Noiir  accusers  to 
"  ])rove  their  charges  of  treason  in  America,  or  on 
"  the  high  seas,  or  of  piracy,  l^ut  they  will  laugh 
"  in  your  face,  and  tell  yon  they  never  charged 
'*  you,  they  onlv  suspected  von!" 

While  thus,  within  tlu-  walls  of  Parliament,  im- 
aginary ajipreheiisions  ])assed  for  arguments,  there 
were  out  of  doors  strong  j)roofs  ot'  other  and  more 
real  dangers  resulting  from  tlu-  jiartisans  or  the 
I'lnissaries  ol"  America.  ()ii  tin.'  7'h  of  the  pre- 
ceding December,  a  coiisidciahle  hnilding  in  the 
Dockyard  at  Portsmouth,  ealUil  the  Kope-house, 
had  been  consumed  by  tire.  riirongh  great  ex- 
ertions the  fiirtlu'r  jirogress  of  the  flames  had  been 
aricstcd,  and  thrir  origin  was  ascribed  to  accident, 
initil  scNiial  weeks  afleivvaiils,  when  soiiu'  com- 
bustibli's  well'  ftnnd  concealed  in  another  large 
building   of  the   s.nne   establishment — tlii'    llemj)- 
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house.  IIai)i)ily,  iiotvvithstancling  the  vast  stores  C  II  A  I', 
of  luMiij),  these  lust  combustibles  had  tailed  in  their  ^ 
efleet,  but  their  aj)pearaiice  made  it  jjlaiu  that  in  i 
all  ])rol)ability,  not  accident,  but  design,  had  caused 
the  first  calamity.  Suspicion  tell  u))()n  a  moody, 
sullen  artisan,  whose  name  had  not  been  known, 
but  who,  from  his  calling,  had  borne  the  surname 
of  John  the  Painter.  This  fellow,  it  was  now  re- 
membered, had  been  seen  on  the  day  of  the  fire 
loitering  about  both  the  Uope-house  and  the 
Hemp-house,  and  by  some  chance,  on  the  ))re- 
ceding  night,  had  been  locked  into  the  former. 
A  reward  was  offered  for  his  a))prehension,  but 
all  trace  of  him  was  gone,  and  on  searching 
through  Portsmouth  and  its  neighbourhood  no 
such  person  could  be  found.  In  the  mean  time 
other  incendiary  attempts  were  made  in  various 
places.  At  Plymouth  the  design  was  wholly  frus- 
trated, and  the  perpetrator  nearly  seized.  At 
Bristol,  also,  the  villain  failed  in  an  attem])t  to  set 
fire  to  some  vessels,  and  found  so  strict  a  watch 
ke])t  on  them  afterwards,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
change  his  ])lan  of  operations.  He  succeedeil  in 
setting  fire  to  some  warehouses  which  stood  upon 
the  quay,  close  u])on  a  crowded  mass  of  shi])ping; 
and  six  or  seven  of  these  houses  were  consumed 
while  the  ship])ing  narrowly  escaj)ed.  In  another 
house  of  the  same  city  fresh  combustibles  were 
found,  and  there  was  general  panic,  but  great 
variety  of  surmises.  The  one  ))ai  ty  ascribed  these 
things  to  American   and    Republican   principles  in 

r  4 
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rllAT.   tlu-otliiT;    wliilo   in    tlir   |);irty  llms   inipiignctl  the 

.  more  violent  nu'ii   declared  tlicniselvcs   fully  coii- 

'"""       vinccd  that  tlicso  were  nialicioiis  acts  or  inviMitions 

of  the  Tories,   niorcly   for   the   purpose  of  caluin- 

niatiui::  ami  hlaekeuiu^  their  adversaries  I  * 

IIaj)))ilv  these  davs  of  ihuiht  and  liiror  diil  not 
long  endure.  In  the  beginnintz;  of  February,  a  eoun- 
trvnian  being  ap})reheniled  at  Odihatn  on  a  charge 
of  burglary,  was  identitied  as  John  the  Painter, 
and  sent  up  to  London  tor  examination.  His  true 
name  was  Aitken,  but  at  various  times  he  had 
borne  many  different  apj)ellations  ;  he  was  a  native 
of  Edinburgh,  and  only  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
Three  years  before  he  had  gone  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  America.  There  lie  had  wrought  at  his  trade, 
travellin":  on  foot  through  several  of  the  colo- 
nies,  and  imbibing  a  hatred  of  his  native  country. 
After  his  return  to  England,  he  became  concerneil 
in  numerous  petty  acts  of  thell  and  depredation, 
besides  the  graver  crime  of  which  he  stood  accused. 
When  brought  belore  Sir  John  fielding  and  other 
niagistrates  in  London,  he  showed  great  cralt  and 
coolness,  ])arrying  e\erv  doubtful  question  or  de- 
clining a  re))ly  to  it.  lie  was  connnitti'd  to  ])rison, 
but  there  seemed  the  utmost  ililliculty  in  bringing 
home  the  charge  to  him. 

'i'he  miscreant  did  not  esca])e,  howexcr.  It  so 
chancctl    that    there    was    another    painter,    nanu'd 

•  Ann.  Hegist.  1777,  p.  30.  Sec  !ils<i  in  Hmkc's  Corrc- 
Hpondrnrc  (vol.  ii.  j).  !.'}().),  the  letter  to  liini  fniiii  Sir  Abraham 
VM'ju,  ui  Hiistol. 
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I'aldwin,  wlio  Iiad  likewise  travelled  in  AiiK-rica,  ( n  .\  I', 
and  who  was  known  to  I'^ail  Teniple.  At  lli^  '-^  • 
Lordshij)'s  siiu'^'estioii  this  niaii  was  .summoned  to  1777. 
Sir  John  J<'ieldin<;'s,  to  determine  wjiether  he  hacl 
ever  seen  or  met  the  j)risoner.  As  it  lia))j)ene(l, 
Baldwin  iiad  not  ;  ami  so  he  lold  the  magistrates, 
in  the  hearini^'  ot"  the  culprit,  wlio,  in  acknow- 
ledgmcnt,  made  liim  a  bow.  An  acquaintance 
between  them  having  thus  arisen,  some  conversa- 
tion ensued  in  the  next  room  ;  and  Baldwin  paid 
the  j)risoner  IVecjiK'nt  \isits  in  llie  gaol,  wIkmi,  j)re- 
tending  to  hold  the  same  principles,  he  gained  his 
entire  confidence.  The  result  was  conniiunicated 
by  Baldwin  in  the  first  })lace  to  Karl  'I'emple,  and 
afterwards,  at  Earl  Temple's  desire,  to  Lord 
George  Germaine.  John  the  Painter  was  1)\  de- 
grees drawn  in  to  own  to  his  false  friend  that  he 
was  engaged  in  a  design  of  setting  fire  to  the 
several  dockyards,  and  thus  destroying  the  navy 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  he  had  been  more  than 
once  to  Paris  to  concert  his  measures  for  that 
object  with  Mr.  Silas  Deane.  "  Do  you  not  know 
"Silas  Deane?"  he  asked.  "What,  no  —  not 
"  Silas  Deane?  He  is  a  fine  clever  fellow  ;  and  I 
"  believe  Benjamin  Franklin  is  employed  on  the 
"  same  errand."*      The  prisoner  added  that  Silas 

*  Howell's  State  'iVials,  vol.  xx.  p.  133.5.  Dr.  Franklin 
stands  perfectly  clear  of  any  communication  or  connexion  with 
John  the  Painter;  he  had  only  just  landed  from  America;  and 
on  the  day  of  the  lire  at  Portsmouth  (Dec.  7.  1776^,  he  was  still 
at  Nantes.     Yet  some  persons  may  consider  as  significant  the 
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C  II  A  r.  OraiU' had  I'licourairi-d  liiin  in  Iii>  iiohK-  cMiU'rprisf, 
^  _\-  ^  in(|uiriiiL!j  all  the  |»aiticiilars,  iiiul  .siij)|)lyin^  him 
1777.  with  thi'  mom  V  lir  wantcil.  lie  ihon  })r()cet'(locl 
to  rt'hitc  liow,  on  his  \v;in  from  Paris,  lie  had 
stopped  at  ('antrrl)iirv  to  \\a\v  his  combustibles 
ainl  machinerv  ])repaieil  ;  liow  from  Cauterl)ury 
ho  had  n(>iH'  to  Portsmouth  ;  how  he  there  liad 
(|uanelled  with  his  laiuUady,  wlio  had  pried  into 
his  buudle  ;  liow  he  liad  succeeded  in  lodicini;  his 
materials  both  in  the  Ro|)e-house  and  the  Hemp- 
house  ;  how,  on  the  same  afternoon,  lie  had  hurried 
from  the  town,  ot'ten  turnini;;  round  in  hopes  to 
sec  the  result ;  and  how,  only  a  t'ew^  minutes  after 
he  had  ])asscd  the  last  sentries,  he  looked  back 
and  behekl  the  flames  ascend.  "  The  very  clc- 
"  ments,"  he  said,  exultingly,  *'  seemed  to  be  in 
"  a  blaze!" 

Earlv  in  March  the  incendiary  was  brought  to 
trial  at  tiie  Winchester  Assizes.  To  his  surprise 
and  ilismay  he  saw  his  frieiul  Paldwin  stand  forth 
a.s  the  j)rincij)al  e\idence  against  him.  It  appeared, 
iiowever,  that  the  ])i  isonei's  narrati\e  to  Haldwin, 
as  repeatetl  by  the  latter,  was  in  many  minute  cir- 
cumstances most  fully  confirmed  by  otiier  witnesses 
—  as  by  the  tinman  at  Canterbiny,  and  the  land- 
lad}'  at  Portsmouth, — and  the  .Iiuy,  without  doubt 


hint  wliiili  lie  dropH  in  a  Itltt  r  tu  \)v.  rrir.-<tl<y  niiinv  inontlia 
before:  "  lOn^^liiiul  Im.s  bcfrun  t<i  liurn  our  S(n-|»tirt  towns; 
"  Mecure,  1  sujuiosie,  that  we  hliall  nt-ver  be  able  to  return  tiic 
"  outrage  in  kind."     (Works,  vol.  viii.  ji.  1.5G.) 


TKOM   Tin:   I'r.ACK  of   r  rur.cirr.  21!) 

or  hesitation,   ri'tiinu'ti  a  Ncrdicl   ot'Ciuiltv.      .loliii   (    ii  .\  p. 

till'  Painter  secinecl  to  he   resigiu'cl  ami   ready   inv  ^ J__ 

his  doom.  When  Mr.  Haron  I  lothani  tolil  him  at  1777. 
the  close,  "  I  can  i^ive  you  no  hopes  of  pardon," 
the  prisoner  answered  lirinK',  "  I  do  not  look  toi" 
"it,  my  Loid  ;"  and  when  the  same  Judge  was 
j)roceeding  to  pass  what  he  termed  *'  tlie  ])aintiil 
"  sentence  of  the  hiw,"  the  prisoner,  interruj)tinf!; 
him,  said  "joyful."  On  the  lotii  of  March  he  was 
hanged  at  Portsmouth,  on  a  gallows  sixty  feet  high, 
in  tront  of  the  Dockyard,  ha\ing  first  been  carried 
in  an  open  cart  round  the  ruins  of  the  Roj)e-house. 
His  last  words,  as  he  gazed  on  those  ruins,  were  to 
acknowledge  his  crime,  and  declare  his  penitence. 
Indeed  he  had  already,  on  the  day  after  his  trial, 
made  a  full  confession,  owning  his  incendiary 
attempts  at  Portsmouth,  at  Plymouth,  and  at  Bris- 
tol, and  repeating  his  former  statement  as  to  Silas 
Deane.  "  Mr.  Deane  told  me,  wlien  the  work  was 
*'  done,  by  which  he  meant  burning  the  Dock- 
"  yards  at  Portsmouth,  Woolwich,  and  13ristol 
"  Harbour,  but  not  the  houses,  I  should  make 
"  my  escape,  and  come,  if  ])ossible,  to  him  at 
"  Paris,  and  I  sliould  be  rewarded.  As  a  reward, 
"  my  own  expectations  ])rom])ted  me  to  hope  that 
"  I  should  be  preferred  to  a  connnission  in  the 
"  American  army."  In  this  confession,  John  tlie 
Painter  added,  that  with  res))ect  to  another 
American,  Dr.  Bancroft,  who  resided  in  London, 
and  on  whom  Mr.  Deane  had  directed  him  to  call, 
he  had  Ibunel  that  gentleman  wholly  adverse  to  his 
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(    li   \i'.   >clirim's.      "  And   MH'iiiu   llial    llir  I  )<»c't()r  did    not. 

*'  ;ij)])r()\c'  ol"  niv  i-ondurt,   I    said    I   hoped   that    he 

1777.       "  wonhi    not    inl'onn    aL;ain>t    u\v,    l(»    which    the 

"  l)oct()r  said,  lu-   cUil   not    hki-   to   inl'oiin   against 

*'  any  man."  * 

Another  tii;d,  at  n(.'ail\  tliesamc  pi'iiod,  appt'ars 
to  lia\e  attracMed  more  than  connnon  interest. 
Till'  Keverenil  Mv.  Home  had  at  hn^tli  tlnnLT  otV 
his  clcruvnian's  gown,  which,  by  liis  own  sliowing, 
he  shonld  have  long  since  laid  aside,  or  never 
worn.t  lie  now  called  hinisilt"  .lolni  Ilorne, 
Esqnire,  and  as  such,  continnetl  acti\"e  and  eager  on 
the  democratic  side.  In  the  summer  of  177 '^  li^' 
had  taken  the  lead  in  a  subscription  which  he  had 
announced  as  being  for  *'  the  relief  ot"  the  widows, 
"  oij)hans,  and  aged  parents  of  our  l)i'lo\ed  Ame- 
"  riean  fellow-subjects,  who  laithful  to  the  charaeti'r 
"  of  lOnglishnuMi,  and  preferring  death  to  slavery, 
"  were  for  that  reason  onlv  iidnunaidy  murdered 
"  1)\  the  King's  trooj)s  at  or  near  L(.'\inglon  and 
"Concord,  on  the  liUh  of  last  Ajjril."  For  the 
libel  comjjiised  in  these  word>  he  was  indicted, 
and,  after  some   of  those  delays  in  which   oui^   law 

•  Sec  the  wliole  confession  in  Ilowcirs  State  Triiils,  vol.  x\. 
p.  i;{Go. 

f  Mr.  Ilorne  <litl  not  ro.»ign  his  vifariij;<!  of  Now  Brcnlfonl 
till  1773.  (Life  l>y  Stephen.s,  vol.  i.  p.  415).)  Vet  .so  cnrly  as 
17Gn,  we  (in<l  liini  writi-  to  Wilki.s  as  follows:  "It  is  true  I 
"  have  .sulfered  tin-  infi-ctioiis  liaml  of  a  IJisliojt  to  Id-  waved  over 
"me.  1  allow  that  usually  at  that  touch — J'lKjiuiit  piitlnr, 
"  vrniinf/Hi\  flilrsi/in  ;  Imt  I  lio)ic  I  Iiavf  ('^capeil  the  contau'iori." 
(Ibid.  p.  7«i.) 
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delights,   was    hroiinlit    lo   lri;^I    in    tin-    miiiiiiict  of  (    II. \l', 

1777-       I'lic  |)ri'si(liiig' .incline  on  this  ()c'i"a>i()n  was  . ^^ , 

J>or(l  Mansfield,  recently  raised  to  an  Marldoin  ;  1T77. 
and  on  the  j)ail  of  the  Crown  apjjeaicd  the 
Attomey-(ieneral,  'rhnrh)w.  Home  eondneted 
Iiis  own  defence,  in  ranil)hng',  l)nt  acnte  and  able 
s])eeclies,  sj)aring  neither  tlie  Jndge  on  the  Bench, 
nor  yet  the  Administration,  nor  yet  the  rarhanient. 
Nevertheless  he  was  Ibnnd  Guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  twelve  months. 

A  few  days  only  before  tlie  Session  terminated, 
T.ord  Chatham,  after  two  years  of  sickness  and  se- 
clusion, once  a^ain  emerged.  He  had  desired  his 
friend  Lord  Camden  to  give  a  notice  in  his  name  ; 
and  on  the  30th  of  May,  still  swathed  in  Haimels, 
he  went  to  the  House  of  Lords.  There  he  moved 
an  Address  to  the  Crown,  lamenting  the  uiniatural 
war  against  the  British  Colonies  in  America,  and 
beseeching  His  JMajesty  to  take  the  most  speedy 
measures  for  arresting  it,  upon  the  only  just  and 
solid  foundation,  namely,  the  removal  of  accu- 
mulated grievances.  "  You  cannot  conquer  the 
"Americans!"  he  cried.  "You  talk  of  Nour 
"  ])owerful  forces  to  disperse  their  armv  ;  whv  — " 
and  here  he  raised,  and  showed,  the  snpj)ort 
to  his  gouty  limbs  —  "  1  might  as  well  talk  of 
"driving  them  before  me  with  this  crutch! 
"...  You  have  ransacked  every  corner  of  Lower 
"Saxony;  but  10,000  (lerman  boors  never  can 
"  conquer  ten  times  the  number  of  IJriiish  freemen; 
"  they  may  ravage  —  they  cannot  conquer!     But 
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ClI  AT.   ''  Nvliaf  woiilil  \()u  coiKjiicr — llir  m;i])  of  Anu'iica  ? 

"  And  wlial    will    Noiir   troops   do   out    of  tlu-   i)ro- 

" '  .  .  •  ... 

1777.      "  tection  otyour  HocL  ?    In  the  winter,  it"  l()i;ctl»cr, 

•'  they  are  starved,  and  if  dispersed,  they  are  taken 

**  oiV  in  detail.      I  am  experienced  in  spring  h()])es 

"  and   \-ernal    pioniiscs  ;     I    know    what    Ministers 

"  tln"ow    out  ;    but    at    last    will    eonie    \our   ecpii- 

"  iioctial  di.sa])j)ointnients.      You  have  got  nothing 

•'  in  America  but  stations.     You  have  been  tlnee 

**  years  teaching  tliem  tlie  Art  of  War,  and  they 

*'  are  a})t  scholars.     What  you  liave  sent  are  too 

"  many  to  make  peace,  —  too  few  to  make   war. 

"  If  you  did  conquer  them,  what  then?     Y^ou  can- 

"  not  make  them  respect  you  ;   you  cannot  make 

'*  them   wear  your  cloth  ;  you   will  plant   an   in- 

"  vincible    hatred    in    their    breasts    against   you. 

"  Coming  from  tiie  stock  they  do,  they  never  can 

*'  respect  you.      If  Ministers  are  founded  in  saying 

"  there  is  no  sort  of  treaty  with  France,  there  is 

**  still  a  moment  left ;   the  })()int  of  honour  is  still 

•'  sale.  ...  1  have  at  different  times  made  difierent 

"  propositions    ada])ted    to    the   circumstances    in 

"  which  they  were  offered.    The  ))lan  contained  in 

*'  my  former  Bill  is  now  impracticable  ;   the  i)re- 

*'  sent  motion   will  tell  you  where    you    are,    and 

"  what  you   have  now  to  dej)end   u))on.      It    may 

"  j)ro(luce    a  respectable  di\isioii    in  America,  and 

"unanimity    at    home;    it    will   gi\e    .\merica   an 

"  o))tion  ;  she  has  yet  had  no  ()|)tit)n.      You  have 

**  .saiil,  '  Lav  down  your  arms  ;'  and  she  has  given 
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"you    the    Sparlan    answer,  —  'Come    and    take   ciiAP. 
**  '  tlicm  ! '  "  ,    '^y-    ■ 

Lord  Cliathani,  then  rceilini;-  the  words  of  his  1777. 
motion,  pioeeeded  to  enforce  them.  '*  Tlie  ))ro- 
"  l)osal,"  lie  said,  "is  specitic.  I  thoni^lit  tliis  so 
"  clear,  that  I  did  not  enhirge  upon  it.  I  mean 
*'  the  redress  of  all  their  grievances,  and  the  right 
"  to  dispose  of  their  own  money.  This  is  to  be 
"  done  instantaneously.  I  will  get  out  of  my  bed 
"  to  move  it  on  Monday.  This  will  be  the  herald 
"  of  j)eacc  ;  this  will  o})en  the  way  for  treaty  ;  this 

"  will   show   Parliament  sincerely  disposed 

"  W  a  treaty  witii  France  were  to  appear,  that 
"  moment  you  must  declare  war,  though  you  had 
"only  five  ships  of  the  line  in  England:  l)iit 
"  France  will  tlefer  a  treaty  as  long  as  possible. 
*'  You  are  now  at  the  mercy  of  every  little  German 
"chancery;  and  the  pretensions  of  FVance  will 
"  increase  daily,  so  as  to  become  an  avowed  party 
"  in  either  peace  or  war.  AVe  have  tried  for 
"  unconditional  submission  ;  try  what  can  be  gained 
"  by  unconditional  redress.  Less  dignity  will  be 
**  lost  in  the  repeal,  than  in  submitting  to  the 
"  demands  of  German  chanceries.  We  are  the 
"  acrffressors.  We  have  invaded  them.  Wa  have 
"  invaded  them  as  much  as  the  Spanish  Armada 
"  invaded  England.  Mercy  cannot  do  harm  :  it 
"will  seat  the  King  where  he  ought  to  be  — 
"  throned  in  the  hearts  of  his  people;  and  millions 
"  at  home  and  abroad,  now  employed  in  obloquy 
"  or  revolt,  would  ])ray  for  him  ! " 
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C  II  A  1'.         rill'    il(.'l);iti>    wliicli    rnsiiod    iii)t»ii    lliis    motion, 

, ^_\_    ^  callc'il  lortli  llic  lii^lu'st  oncrLrii-s  ol' l)otli  coiiU'iidiiiL;; 

1777.  parties.  On  (lu'  oni^  sidi-  tluTi-  spokf  Lord  CiowiT 
ami  till'  M'cond  I, old  L\tllrlon,  Lords  >Lnisfiel(l 
and  \\'i'\  nioiilli,  and  I  )r.  Markliam,  iicwiv  nanu'd 
Arclil)isIioj)  ol  ^'ork.  (Jn  tlir  otiur  sido  wiTc  llio 
Dukes  ot"  (irat'lon  and  ALniclK'stci',  Lords  ('amdcn 
and  Sliclburnc,  and  Dr.  Hincliclillc,  Hislioj)  of 
Pctcrborouiili.  C'liatliam  himself  exerted  his  riijjht 
of  re])ly.  Among  the  strangers  ])rcsent  on  this 
occasion,  as  in  17 7-^5*  was  liis  son  William,  who 
next  morning  wrote  to  Lady  Chatliam  as  follows: 
"  My  lather's  lirst  speech  took  up  half  an  hour, 
"  and  was  full  of  all  his  usual  force  and  vivacity. 
"  I  onlv  reiirctted  that  he  ilid  not  alwavs  raise  his 
"  voice  enough   l()r  all    the    House   to   hear  every 

*'  thing  he  said lie  s))oke  a  second  time  in 

"■  answer  to  Lonl  We} mouth,  to  explain  the  object 
"  ol'  his  motion,  ami  his  intention  to  follow  it  by 
"  one  for  the  ic'jjcal  of  all  the  Acts  ol"  Pailianu'nt 
*'  whieh  form  the  svstian  of  chastist'ment.  This 
*'  he  did  in  a  How  of  ekxjuence,  and  with  a  beauty 
•*  of  exj)ression,  animated  and  striking  beyond  con- 
"  ception." — Such  ]nais(^  of  Chatham's  ehxpience 
lioni  so  affectionate  a  son  nfigiit  deser\e  no  eredit, 
did  we  not  lind  it  c-onlinned,  neaily  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, from  his  political  opijoni'uts.  ^'et,  |)t'rhaps, 
all  that  clocpience  came  too  late:  certaiii!\  it 
was  exerted  in  vain.  A  large  majority  of  tiie 
Piers  ))resent  (7'*  against  'JO)  rejected  the 
i^arl's     motion  ;     and     the    Session     of    rarliameiit 
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closed  witliout  any  overture'  of  reconciliation    to-   ciiap. 
wards  America.  ,    '^^- 

In  the  course  of  tliis  siiniiner.  Lord  C.'liatliain  1777. 
underwent  another  severe  ilhiess.  As  lie  was 
riding  at  Hayes,  he  was  smitten  with  some  kind  of 
stroke :  he  fell  from  his  horse,  and  lay  senseless 
for  ten  minutes.  His  friends  endeavoured  to  keep 
this  event  a  ])rofound  secret  from  the  world.  They 
did  not  entirely  succeed  ;  yet  it  remained  unknown 
to  all  the  earlier  biographers,  and  was  lirst  divulged 
to  this  age  through  the  confidential  letter  in  which 
Lord  Camden  relates  it  to  the  Duke  of  (jrafton. 
Lord  Camden  adds,  *'  Whether  this  was  apo])lectic, 
*'  paralytic,  or  gout  in  tiie  stomach,  I  cannot  learn. 
"  I  wish  it  may  not  })rove  fatal."  Only  a  few 
weeks  later  the  same  friend  was  enabled  to  write, 
"  Your  Grace  will  not  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the 
*'  Karl  is  now  —  though  it  seems  almost  miraculous 
" — in  bodily  health,  and  in  mental  vigour,  as 
*'  equal  to  a  strenuous  exertion  of  his  faculties,  as 
"  I  have  known  him  these  seven  years.*'* 

At  Paris,  the  })rogress  of  the  American  War 
excited  scarcely  less  interest  or  attention  than  in 
London.  Both  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane  found 
themselves,  though  in    secret,  yet   favourably  re- 


*  Lord  Camden's  Letters  of  July  27.  and  October  29.  1777- 
Grafton  ]MSS.  and  Lord  CampbeU's  Lives  of  the  Chancellors, 
vol.  V.  p.  303.  I  lind  the  rumour  that  "  Lord  Chatham  has  had 
"  a  fall  from  his  horse  in  a  fit,"  noticed  by  Horace  Walpole,  in 
the  correspondence  between  him  and  Mason,  as  just  published 
(vol.  i.  p.  30 1-.  ed.  1851). 
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CIlAr.  cH'ixcd    l)\    tlir    ('omit   do    W'rmimos.      TIu^v   coii- 

y ^_ ,  tiiuu'd    l)iisilv  (.niploM'd    in    inakiiii;'   ovcMtini'^   :nid 

1777.  iirniiio-  treaties  to  tlir  (Oiirt  of"  France;  wliilo 
Arlliur  Leo,  who  liad  arri\eil  lioni  I"jii;laiul,  was 
des))atched  on  the  same  enaiul  to  the  Court  of 
Sj)ain.  In  these  overtures,  jmli;in<i^  Irom  llie  in- 
structions sent  out,  the  Congress  showed  utter 
disregard  of  any  rights  besides  their  own.  They 
directed  tlicir  plenipotentiaries  to  promise  lliat,  in 
case  France  and  Sj)ain  would  enter  into  the  war, 
the  United  States  would  assist  the  former  in  the 
conquest  of  the  British  sugar  islands,  and  the  latter 
in  the  conquest  of  Portugal.*  Yet,  even  on  their 
own  rules,  and  adopting  their  own  jioint  of  view  — 
if,  as  they  said,  England  had  no  right  to  crush  the 
inde])endent  State  of  North  America  —  could  they 
show  any  su))erior  claim  for  ciii>hing,  without  the 
smallest  ])rovocation,  the  iniK'j)endeiU  State  of 
Portugal  ? 

King  Chailes  of  Sj)ain  <vas  a  man  too  u])right  to 
enter  readilx  into  .such  \iews  of  C()n(|uivst,  and  too 
far-sighted  not  to  lear  the  ill  example  to  his  own 
colonies  of  successl'ul  insurrection.  'Phougii  full 
of  hitter  feeling  against  the  Pritish,  he  was  not  as 
yet  j)re))ared  to  break  with  them.  lie  directed 
Arthur  Lee  to  sto])  slioit  at  Ihngos,  lest  his 
j)resence  at  Madilil  should  give'  umbrage  to  the 
Lnglish  embassy.  Pitl,  at  Burgos,  Lee  was  met 
by    the     leading     Ministei'    (iiimaldi;     and,    after 

•   See  Franklin's  Works,  vol.  viii.  p.  207.  t<l.  lH4t. 


several   secret   interviews,  (irimaldi   was   prcxailcd  (    iiat. 
upon    to    ^rant    a    small    sinn    of  money    lor    the  ,     ^'^  •    ^ 
purchase  of  military  stores,  wliich  were  shipped  to      1777. 
the  United  States  from   Bilbao.      In   like  manner, 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  tiie  other  Ministers 
of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  were  wavering-  between  the 
desire  and  the  dread  of  strikinq;  a  great  blow  against 
Kngland.     They  were    not  willing  to    take   open 
})art  with   insurgent  America,   especially  while  no 
success  had  crowned  its  arms  :   but  1  hey  wished  to 
give  assistance  so  far  as  assistance  could  be  gi\en 
secretly.      From    their    ])orts    during    the    whole 
previous    autunni,   succours   of  various   kinds   had 
been    sent  forth.     And   no    sooner   had    rraiiklin 
landed,  than  he  was  able  to  report  that  an  luuler- 
hand  supply  had  been  obtained  from  the  govern- 
ment  of  two    hundred    brass    field-])ieces,    thirty 
thousand  fire-locks,  and  some  other  military  stores, 
which    were    already   shipping   for  America,    and 
which   were    to    be   convoyed   by  a    man-of-war.* 
Shortly  afterw^ards,  the  French  Ministers  further 
granted  a  gift  or  subsidy  of  two  millions  of  livres 
in  quarterly  })ayments.     They  likewise  contributed 
the  means  for  supplying  and  refitting  the  American 
cruisers    that   came    into    French    ports.     Further 
still,  they  secretly  gave  license  to  four  good  officers 
of  their    own   Fngineers  —  ^Monsiein*   Du  Portail 
especially  —  to  accept  commissions  in  the  American 
army.    All  this  while  they  never  wearied  in  friendly 

*  Letter  to  the  Presklent  of  Congrcsji,  December  8.  1776. 
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('  II  A  r.   proti'.statioiis  ;iiul  assiiranci's  to  Loid  Stoiniont,  tlic 
'  anil)a^'^.ul()r  troin  l''.ni;;laiul. 

1777.  At     tliis    piiiod,    indeed,    Lord    Storniont    was 

disposed  to  lioKl  liit^Ii  :nid  pereniptorv  language 
holli  to  tlir  IVcucli  (\)iirl  and  to  the  American 
ConHiiissioners.  \\'lieii  the  hitter  wrote  to  him 
suggesting  an  excliange  of  the  seamen  captured 
bv  the  cruisers  on  both  sides,  they  only  drew  from 
liis  Lordshij)  the  following  laconic  reply  :  "  The 
"  King's  ambassador  receives  no  aj)])lication  from 
**  rebels  unless  they  come  to  implore  his  Majesty's 
"  mercy."  This  note  was  sent  back  to  him  by 
Franklin  and  Deane.  *'  In  answer  to  a  letter," 
they  said,  "  wbicli  concerns  some  of  tlie  most 
*'  material  interests  of  humanity,  we  received  the 
"  inclosed  intlecent  ])aper,  which  we  return  for 
*'  your  Lordshij)'s  moie  mature  consideration." 

While  the  Court  of  \'ersailles  was  in  this  manner 
double-dealing  —  eager  to  strike,  yet  fearful  lest  the 
blow  should  recoil  —  the  current  of  feeling  at  Paris 
had  fiom  the  tir.st  run  strongly  in  liiNour  of  the 
insurjrent  colonTes.  For  that  feeling  among  the 
])eoj)le  more  tlian  one  cause  may  be  assigned. 
There  was  a  rankling  recollection  of  their  disasters 
during  the  late  war,  and  a  di'sire  to  assist  in  hum- 
bling the  countrymen  of  Chatham.  There  was  a 
growing  sense  of  tliiMr  own  servitude  —  a  growing 
love  of  freedom.  MoreoNer,  in  so  martial  a  nation 
there  was,  with  the  younger  men  at  k'ast,  an  attach- 
ment to  war  for  its  own  sake.  Cnder  such  in- 
iluences,    and   without    awaiting    ordeis    from    the 
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government,  many  oflieers,  or  men   desirinLi:  to  he  (   n  A  I'. 

so,  had  crossed  the  Athuitic,  and  en_L,^aged   in   the  ^ ^^_ ^ 

service  of  the  United  States.  So  early  as  October,  1777. 
I77C,  we  find  Washington  complain  to  Congress  of 
the  iiinnher  of  I-'runcli  gentk-nu'n  whom,  from  their 
ignorance  of  the  langnage,  he  was  not  able  to  em- 
ploy.* Tiiere  were  also  several  Poles,  who  had 
lately  fought  in  the  civil  wars  of  their  native 
comitry.  Among  them,  Kosciusko,  employed  in 
America  as  an  officer  of  l^ngincers,  may  be  most 
honourably  mentioned. t  But  these  men,  whether 
French  or  Poles,  were,  for  the  most  part,  either 
adventurers  or  exiles  ;  none  among  them  as  yet 
united  in  himself  the  two-fold  advantages  of  higii 
rank  and  of  atHuent  fortune.  Such  a  man  now  first 
aj)peared  in  the  young  Marquis  de  La  Fayette. 

The  iMarquis  de  La  Fayette  was  born  in  17'57» 
as  a  posthumous  son,  his  father  having  fallen  shortly 
before  at  the  battle  of  Minden.  His  studies  were 
slight,  and  soon  interrupted  ;  less,  perhaps,  by  his 
entrance  into  the  reG:iment  of  .mousquetaires 
NOiiis  (since,  as  lie  says  himself,  he  was  only  taken 
from  school  on  the  days  of  a  review  t);   but  at  the 

•  Writings,  vol.  iv.  p.  146.  He  adds,  "  They  seem  to  bo 
"  genteel  sensible  men." 

f  See  on  Kosciusko,  a  note  to  Washington's  Writings,  vol.  v. 
p.  142.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  of  the  Poles,  some 
at  least  were  not  unwilling  to  engage  upon  the  other  side.  One 
of  these,  Count  Grabowsky,  an  intrepid  volunteer,  fell  in  our 
ranks  at  the  storm  of  Fort  Clinton.  (Stedman's  History,  vol.  i. 
p.  362.) 

\  "  Memoires  jusqu'en  1780."  Correspondence  de  La  Fayette, 
vol.  i.  p.  6.  ed.  1837. 
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('  H  A  I*.  '^iXC  of  sixteen  lie  \v;i>  manii'd  to  a  dautjjliter  of  the 
'  ^  House  oi'  NoailU's.  This  ilhistrious  alliance,  com- 
i:::.  hiued  with  his  own  hi^h  birth,  drew  him  frequently 
to  C'ourt,  a  sphere  by  no  means  coniienial  to  his 
temper,  but  at  which  he  ac(|uired  nnich  suavity 
and  tjentlencss  of  maimers.  These —  I  have  heanl 
Prince  Tallevrand  ()b>erve  — he  constantly  retained 
even  throui^h  scenes  and  with  associates,  as  at  the 
lirst  French  Revolution,  that  displayed  a  striking 
contrast  to  them.  It  cannot  be  said,  however,  that 
the  Graces  so  highly  vaunted  by  Lord  Chesterfield 
ever  fell  to  liis  share,  since,  in  several  of  his 
writings,  we  fiuil  liiin  make  a  jest  of  his  own 
awkwardness.* 

It  so  chanced  that  in  the  simimer  of  177^),  La 
Fayette,  still  in  his  teens,  and  serving  as  a  subaltern 
with  the  French  army,  was  stationed  w  ith  his  regi- 
ment at  Metz.  It  happened  also  that  in  the  course 
of  a  foreign  tour  their  Royal  Highnesses  of  Glou- 
cester i)assed  a  few  days  in  that  town.  The  prin- 
cipal  officers  entertained  the  Duke  at  dinner,  when 
the  conversation  turned  to  the  last  news  from  Thi- 
la(lel])hia  and  the  new  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. IJeing  at  liiat  period  ollended  with  his 
Court,  from  its  neglect  of  the  Duchess,  the  Duke 


*  Thus,  he  writis  from  America  to  i\Iadume  do  l^a  Fayette: 
"  Vous  aurcz  cspt'rc  (lu'on  nc  pouvuit  pas  r'tre  iV"'*^"><^"*  gauche 
"  8ur  tons  Ics  theatres."  (le  24  AoCit,  1781.)  In  his  "  Me- 
"  moires  jusqu'en  17S0"  (p.  7.),  he  as  frankly  owns  "  la  gau- 
"  rluric  dc  mcH  manir-rcs  qui  ne  se  pli<r.n1  jsuiKiis  uux  rrmcos 
'*  de  lu  Cour." 
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iiulul^vcl  ill  Opposition  (oi)ics,  and,  in  sonic  {lcj::rc'c   c  ll  y\  i*. 

at  least,  look  tlic  ])ait  of  the  AnitM-icans.     The  do-  ^ [^^_ 

tails  were  new  to  La  Fayette.  He  listened  witii  1777. 
eagerness,  and  prolonged  the  conversation  by  ask- 
ing questions  oi'the  Royal  guest.  The  cause  of  the 
colonies  that  had  risen  against  England  seemed  to 
iiiin  just  and  noble,  even  on  the  showing  of  one  of 
the  English  princes  ;  and  before  he  left  the  table, 
the  thouurht  came  into  his  head  that  he  would  go 
to  America,  ami  otter  the  Americans  his  services. 
lie  determiueil  to  return  to  Paris,  and  make 
further  incpiiries.  His  inquiries  being  mainly  ad- 
dressed to  Silas  Deane  and  other  zealous  friends  of 
the  insurgents,  could  not  fail  to  confirm  him  in  his 
first  impressions.  He  became  fired  with  an  ardent 
zeal  for  Republican  ])rinciples  and  the  American 
cause.  Tliat  zeal  continued  ever  afterwards  —  lor 
well  nigh  sixty  years  —  the  polar  star  of  his  course. 
That  zeal,  favoured  as  it  was  l3y  fortune,  adapted 
to  the  times  that  came  upon  him  and  urged  for- 
ward by  great  personal  vanity,  laid  the  foundations 
of  his  fame  far  more,  as  I  conceive,  than  any 
strength  of  mind  or  talents  of  his  own.  Few  men 
have  ever  been  so  conspicuous  from  atar  with  so 
little,  when  closely  viewed,  of  real  weight  or 
dimension.  As  a  general,  it  can  scarcely  be  })re- 
tended  that  his  exploits  were  either  many  or  con- 
siderable. As  an  orator,  we  look  in  vain  for  any 
high  powers  of  debate.  As  a  statesman,  we  find 
only  an  undistinguishing  eagerness  to  a])i)ly  the 
Transatlantic    examples    and    to    act    the    part    of 
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I  H  A  r.   \\'asirniglon,    witliout    duly   rstimatinu:  t'itlier   tlio 
'^         iinimMisc    suiuMioritv    of    ^^'aslli^ii:tol^s    character 
1777.      ahovi'  liis  own,  or  \]\v  nianitoKl  j)()ints  of  (lilVcrcnce 
between  America  antl  llurope. 

It  was  said  In  Napoleon,  at  St.  Helena,  that 
*'  La  Fayette  was  a  man  ol"  no  ability,  either  in 
*'  civil  or  military  life  ;  his  understanding  was  con- 
*'  fined  to  narrow  bounds  ;  his  character  was  full 
'•  of  dissimulation,  and  swayed  by  vague  ideas  of 
*'  liberty,  which,  in  iiim,  were  undetined  and  ill- 
♦*  digested."  No  doubt  there  is  some  exaggeration 
in  these  words.  No  doubt  the  late  Emperor,  at 
that  period,  was  stirred  by  personal  resentment  at 
the  hostile  conduct  of  the  General  in  181.">  ;  yet  it 
will  ])crlia))s  be  found  more  easy  by  any  admirer  of 
Lii  Fayette  to  inijMign  the  good  faith  of  the 
draughtsman  than  the  general  accuracy  ot"  the 
])ortrait.* 

The  fortune  of  J. a  Fayette  was  amj)le,  his  yearly 
income  being  little  short  of  twt)  hundred  thousand 

•  The  article  Lakayhttk,  by  Messieurs  IJoullre  and  Michaud, 
in  the  "Supplement  a  hi  Biographic  I'niverselle"  (voh  Ixix.  cd. 
1841),  which  quotes  the  saying  of  Napoleon,  gives  also  a  curious 
confirmation  of  it  from  the  M.S.  Memoirs  of  M.  dc  St.  Priest.  It 
app<'ar.s  that  a  little  before  the  Frencli  Revolution,  and  when 
M.de  St.  Priest  hail  returned  from  liis  embassy  at  Constantinople, 
General  La  Fayette  called  upon  liim  and  expressed  his  intention 
to  undertake,  as  a  private  individual,  with  a  band  of  followers, 
the  conquest  of  Egypt,  or  else  of  the  Barbary  Stati's  —  all  this 
without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the  actual  condition  or  means 
of  defence  of  these  countries !  It  is  added  :  "  M.  de  St.  Priest 
"  fut  si  ('tonne,  si  mecontent,  dc  son  ignorance,  ct  d«  scs  plans 
"  ridicules,  qu'il  lui  tourna  Ic  dos  ct  lui  fcrnia  sa  portc ! " 
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lirres ;  and  liis  connexions,  as  wc  have  seen,  were  ('  ll  A  \\ 
anu)n<;-  tlio  first  at  Court.  Under  such  circuni-  '  '  , 
stances,  Silas  Dcane  felt  the  vast  im])ortance  ot  1777. 
securing  him.  An  agreement  was  conchidcd  be- 
tween them,  by  the  intervention  of  one  Mr.  Car- 
iTiichael  (for  as  yet  La  Fayette  spoke  no  EngHsli, 
and  Deane  Httle  Frencli),  according  to  the  terms  of 
which  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  was  to  join  tlie 
American  service,  and  to  receive  from  Congress  the 
rank  of  Major-Cieneral  * — no  shght  tem])tation  to 
a  strij)ling  of  nineteen  !  La  Fayette  was  to  be 
accompanied,  or  ratlier  attended,  by  the  Baron  de 
Kalb  and  eie\  en  otlier  otlicers  of  lower  rank,  seek- 
ing service  in  America.  He  sent,  in  secret,  an 
agent  to  Bordeaux,  there  to  purchase  and  prepare 
a  vessel  for  their  voyage.  Meanwhile  he  made  an 
excursion  of  three  weeks  to  London,  where  his 
kinsman,  the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  was  ambas- 
sador. He  was  presented  to  the  King,  and  gra- 
ciously received.  He  saw  at  the  Opera  General 
Clinton,  who  had  come  home  on  a  winter  leave  of 
absence,  and  who  was  next  to  meet  him  on  a  field 
of  battle  in  America.  But,  mindfld  of  his  own 
hostile  designs,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  forbear 
from  prying  into  the  military  forces  of  the  kingdom, 
and  declined  an  invitation  to  visit  the  na\al  anna- 
ment  at  Portsmouth. 

*  See  the  valuable  and  authentic  "  Note,"  or  ratlier,  Memoir, 
written  by  Mr.  Jarod  Sparks,  but  derived  in  great  part  from 
La  Fayette's  own  oral  information,  in  the  Appendix  to  "Wash- 
ington's Writings,  vol.  v.  p.  44.5 — 4.56. 
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CII  AT.  Oil  his  ri'turn  to  l'i;iiici',  La  l-ayctto  hailr  fari'- 
.  '•^'  .  ucll  to  his  yoimu:  ^^'>**^*>  leaviiiii;  Iut  four  inonths 
1777.  i^oMc  with  chihl,  and  set  out  for  Borilcaiix.  Tliiis 
far  all  hail  |)i()sj)tMc'il  accoriling  to  iiis  wishes.  But 
at  IJordoaiix  he  ll)iiinl  that  his  ])re])arations  had 
l)een  discovered  aiul  eomjilained  of  hy  Lord  Stor- 
moiit,  and  that  a  i.kttue  de  cachet  for  his  arrest 
was  aheailv  issued.  Nevertheless  he  did  not  re- 
linquish his  design.  He  crossed  the  Spanish  fron- 
tier in  the  disguise  of  a  courier,  found  his  vessel  at 
Pasages,  and  there  embarked  with  hi--  companions. 
Towards  the  middle  of  June  he  landed  on  the  coast 
of  Carolina  ;  and  alter  a  few  days'  rest,  ])ursued  his 
route  to  rhiladeli)hia.  His  reception  by  the  Con- 
gress was  not  at  first  a  warm  one  ;  but  La  Fayette 
declared  tliat  he  would  accept  no  j)ay,  and  was 
willinix  to  serve  as  a  volunteer ;  and  umkr  tiiese 
circumstances,  the  Assembly  fulfilleil  the  terms  of 
the  secret  agreement,  and  bestowed  o!i  him  the 
rank  of  ^Ll)()r-(iclu•ral. 

At  Philadeli)hia  La  Fayette  saw  the  American 
trooi)s  for  the  first  lime,  anil,  according  to  iiis  own 
account,  was  struck  at  their  grotesque  appearance 
—  with  green  boughs  fastened  to  their  hats  — 
coarse  hunting-shirts  instead  of  uniforms — and 
muskets,  manv  wanting  bayonet >,  and  all  (»1  un- 
equal make  and  size.  15ut  he  soon  learnt  to  think 
more  faNourablv  ol"  these  raw  levies,  when,  not- 
withstanding all  their  disadvantages,  he  observed 
their  conduct  in  the  field.  \\"\i\\  regard  to  their 
commander,  his  early  impressions  ne\ei    changed. 
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It  was  also  at  IMiiladclnhia,  and  at  a  ilinner-lahle,   C  U  A  I'. 

J  \' 
comprisiiii;-  several  members  ot"  the  Congress,  that  . 

La  Fayette  was  introchiced  to  Washuigton.      'i'he      ^"'T. 

boy-general    found   himself"  warmly   welcomed   by 

the  chief  whom   he  had   long  admired.      "  When 

*'  you  come  to  the  army,"  said  Washington,   "  I 

*'  shall  be  j)leased  if  you  will   make  my  quarters 

"  your  home,  and  consider  yourself  as  one  of  my 

**  family."     The   invitation  thus  frankly  tendered 

was  no  less  frankly  accc})ted.      Thus  did  a  cordial 

intimacy  arise  between  them,  Washington   at  all 

times  treating  La  Fayette  with  fatherly  kindness, 

and  La    Fayette   looking  up  to  Washington   with 

filial  regard. 

La  Fayette  had  already  begun  to  S])eak  a  little 

English,  and  by  degrees  acquired  more.     But  to 

the  last  the  difficulties  of  the  language  were  a  main 

obstacle,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  every  other 

foreigner  who  served  with,  or  under,  the  United 

States.     Thus  there  are  still  preserved  some  of  the 

ill-spelled   and    scarce  intelligible  notes  of  Count 

Pidasky,  during  the  short  time  that  he  served  as 

general  of  cavalry.*     Still  worse  was  the  case  of 

Baron  Steuben,  a  veteran  of  the  school  of  Frederick 

the    Second,    who   joined    the    Americans    a   few 

months  later   than    La   Fayette,  aiul   who  greatly 

aided    them    in     the    establishment    of  discipline. 

The  Baron,  it  appears,  could  not  teach  and  drill, 

*  See  one  of  these  notes  in  Reed's  Life  and  Correspondence, 
vol.  i.  p.  318. 


•j;U)  IIISTOUY    OF    r.N(iI  AND 

C"  H  A  V.  nor  v\cn  s\vo;ir  aiiil  i-iir>r,  but  l>v  means  ol  an 
'  ^  intcrprctrr!  lie  was,  tlunlbri',  most  Ibrtiinale  in 
i:::.  socurinix  as  his  aiiii'-dc-camj)  Captain  Walker  of 
Xi'w  York  —  most  foitimali",  if,  as  liis  American 
bioi^raplier  assures  us,  *Ml\c'rc'  was  not.  perhaps, 
**  another  otlieer  in  the  army,  iniless  llamihon  l)e 
*•  e\et'i)te(l,  who  eonhl  ^peak  IVeneh  and  Mniilish 
**  so  as  to  be  well  understood  in  botli."  ' 

La  Fayette  did  not  always  confine  himself  to  the 
bounds  of  his  own  ))rofession  ;  sometimes,  and, 
perJiaps,  not  greatly  to  his  credit,  he  stepped 
beyond  tliem.  Here  is  one  case  recorded  with 
much  satisfaction  by  himself.  lie  stirtes,  that  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  America,  and  wliile  attending 
on  Sunday  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England, 
lie  was  disj)leased  with  the  clergyman,  because  in 
his  sermon  he  had  said  nothing  at  all  of  politics. 
*'  I  cliarged  liim  to  iiis  face,"  says  La  Layette, 
"with  jneaching  only  about  Heaven!  .  .  .  But 
*'  next  Sunday,"  continues  the  keen  young  oHicer, 
*'  I  heard  him  again,  when  his  loud  inxectives 
*'' against    'the-    execrable     1  louse    of    Hanover,' 


•  Life  of  Knron  Steuben,  by  liowen,  p.  23.  v<\.  1H3S,  in 
iSpark-s's  Collection.  Mr.  liowen  iidil.s :  "  As  the  liaron  slowly 
*'  acquired  our  language,  his  eagerness  and  waniith  of  temper 
"  would  freijueiitly  involve  him  in  diflieullies.  On  t;urh  occu- 
"  bions,  ufl«r  cxiiausting  all  the  execrations  he  could  think  of 
"  in  Gennan  and  French,  he  wcnild  call  upon  his  faithful  y\id 
"for  a-Hsiatancc:  '  I'rnr:,  ff'al/nr,  mmi  nmi !  Suvro  di'  (jati- 
"  '  c/ieric  of  dese  bii<l<iiiils  ,-  /V  ii\ii  jut  is  jihis  !     I  can  cursc  dcm 


no  more  I 


•i.  I 
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**  sliowcd  that  ho  was  ready  and   williiiLi;   to  lake   CIIAP. 
"  my  good  advicr."  *  . 

Kvcn  before  La  Fayette  had  landed  in  the  1777. 
Carolinas,  tlie  campaign  had  le-conniienced  in 
the  Jerseys.  General  Wasliington  liad  remaim-d 
through  the  winter  encamped  at  Morristown,  at 
the  head  of  most  scanty  forces.  *'  Notliing,"  he 
wrote,  *'  but  a  good  face  and  false  a})})earances 
**  liavc  enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the  enemy 
"  respecting  our  strength." t  He  therefore  cau- 
tioned tiie  Congress  carefully  to  conceal  the  real 
numbers  of  their  army  from  the  public.  And  in 
iiis  own  correspondence  we  find  him  lay  a  simi- 
hir  injunction  on  his  generals.'  Thus,  for  example, 
he  says  to  Putnam,  "  You  will  give  out  your 
•*  strength  to  be  twice  as  great  as  it  is."t  This 
rule  of  doubling  —  this  necessity  to  keep  up  false 
appearances  —  is  not  to  be  overlooked  by  the 
reader  of  the  American  State  Papers  at  this  period, 
who  may  desire  to  deduce  from  them  the  exact 
numbers  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  any  conflict, 
or  of  the  armies  then  engaged. 

As  the  sj)ring  advanced,  the  Commander-in-chief 
received  considerable  reinforcements,  though  less 
than  he  had  hoped.  Since,  as  will  ])resently  be 
shown,  an  invasion  of  the  United  States  was  com- 

*  "  Memoires  de  ma  main,"  Corrosp.  vol.  i.  p.  60.  cd.  1837. 

t  This  letter,  dated  May  21.  1777,  and  derived  from  the 
earlier  collection  (vol.  ii.  p.  77.),  is  cited  both  by  Dr.  Gordon 
and  Mr.  Adolphus,  but  omitted  by  Mr.  Sparks. 

X  Wasliington  to  rutnam,  January  o.  1777. 
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CHAP,  mcnciiiir  tVdin  Lower  CaiKula ;  :mil  since,  tliore- 
''^-  fore,  it  was  m-c-cssarv  to  sticiiiftlii'ii,  ii»  no  sli,i;lit 
1777.  ck'iircc,  llic  AnuMican  arniv  on  tliat  side,  iIrmc 
were,  of  course,  proportionally  fewer  (o  join  tlie 
ranks  of  \Va>Iiinul()n.  Of  nu-n  able  and  fit  for 
dntv  lie  could  not  muster  so  many  as  S,000.  With 
these,  however,  he  advanced  from  Morristown  to 
Middlehrook,  within  ten  miles  of  the  British  posts 
of  Brunswick.  There  the  engineers  were  busily 
employed  in  the  construction  of  a  ])ortable  bridge 
intended  for  the  passage  of  the  Delaware.  But 
Sir  William  Howe  had  delayed  the  commencement 
of  his  operations  for  many  weeks,  on  the  i)lea  that 
the  green  forage  was  not  yet  on  the  ground.  At 
length,  in  the  second  week  of  June,  he  appeared 
in  ])erson  at  Brunswick,  bent  upon  renewing  the 
con(piest  of  the  Jerseys  and  the  march  on  Phila- 
deli)hia.  A  skirmish  ensued  at  Quibbletowii  be- 
tween one  of  the  English  and  one  of  the  American 
divisions,  when  the  former,  with  Lt)rd  Cornwallis 
at  its  head,  ])Ut  to  the  rout  the  latti'r,  eonunauiled 
bv  Stirling.  But  Sir  William  did  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  assail  the  American  Conniiander-in- 
chief  at  Middlebrook,  a  strong,  and,  moreover, 
strongly  fortified  position,  and  he  was  foiled  in  his 
endeavours  to  draw  him  to  a  battle  in  the  open 
count rv-  Under  such  circumstances,  Sir  \\'illiam 
suddenly  changed  his  ])lans.  Still  \iewing  i'hila- 
delphia  as  his  object,  he  determined  to  reach  it  by 
sea  iiisteail  of  land.  lie  reliiupiished  the  Jerseys, 
withdrew    his    trooj)s    both    from    Brunswick    and 
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Aml)()y,    and    (Miibarkcd    tlicni    closely   pressed   in   (   HAl'. 
transports    at     tlic    sultriest  season    of    the    year.   ,      '   '    . 


Even  adniittini!;,  wliicii  may  well  be  doubted,  that  1777, 
such  a  course  was  the  better  on  military  grounds, 
Howe  should  lia\e  remembered  how  far  it  tended 
to  depress  his  moral  influence — how  far  it  would 
give  to  the  reduction  of  Philadeli)hia,  even  if 
most  prosperous,  the  appearance  of  surprise  rather 
than  of  conquest. 

The  retirement  of  the  British  troops  from  the 
Jerseys,  and  their  embarkation  at  New  York,  were 
a  riddle  to  Washington,  lie  was  in  doubt  to  what 
quarter  they  might  steer,  or  in  what  direction  he 
should  march.  Still,  on  weighing  probabilities  care- 
fully and  shrewdly,  he  continued  to  make  Phila- 
delphia his  principal  care.  At  length  news  reached 
liim  that  the  British  fleet  liad  been  seen  off  the 
Capes  of  the  Delaware ;  upon  which,  without 
delay,  he  moved  his  troops  to  Germantown,  him- 
self proceeding  for  a  few  days  to  the  seat  of  Con- 
gress. During  this  interval  of  suspense  the  spirits 
of  the  Americans  were  raised  by  a  slight  but  well- 
planned  enterprise  in  another  quarter.  General 
Prescott,  who  commanded  the  British  forces  in 
Rhode  Island,  had  taken  up  his  quarters  at  a 
house  about  five  miles  from  Newport,  and  one  from 
the  water-side.  In  this  secluded  situation,  and  at 
the  dead  of  night,  he  was  surprised  in  bed  bv  a 
band  of  forty  Rhode  Island  volunteers,  was  hurried 
on  board  their  boats,  without  alK)\ving  him  time  to 
put  on   his   clothes,    and    was    successfully    borne 
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CHAP.  a\v:iy  a  prisom-r;  tlui>  allordiiig  tin*  Anu'ricans  tlio 
means  ot"  cxt'liaiii^iiii;-  an  oIVkht  ol'  ('(jnal  rank  l()r 
(icncral  Lcr.  M'itli  so  nuu'h  silence*  ami  so 
nnicli  skill  was  this  ontcri)risc  comluctt'd,  tliat 
lUMtluT  tlie  Ihitisli  >l()()]).s  of  war  in  llic  bay,  nor 
\ct  tlu'  (Irncral'.s  Liiiard,  staliomul  only  two  Innulii'd 
yards  Irom  the  honsc  in  which  he  slc})t,  were 
alarmed. 

At  tiie  Capes  oC  Delaware  the  15riti>h  chiefs 
received  exaggerated  re})orts  as  to  the  American 
defences  np  that  ri\  er,  and  were  indnced  once 
more  to  change  their  plans.  Steering  to  the  south- 
ward, and  sailing  round  a  vast  extent  of  country, 
tliey  entered  the  Chesapeak,  and  ascended  the 
stream  to  the  Head  of  Elk.  There,  on  the  '25th 
of  August,  the  troops  were  set  on  shore.  In 
numbers  tiiey  were  about  11,000*,  about  8,000 
more  having  been  K-ft  behind  at  New  ^'ork  under 
tlie  charge  of  General,  now  Sir  Iliiny,  Clinton. 
There  is  scarce  anv  ibllv  for  which  some  argu- 
ments may  not  be  found  ;  but  it  nni>l  be  owiiid 
that  tlie  conduct  of  Howe  on  this  occasion  seems 
at  first  sight  wholly  unaccountable.  In  the  spring 
Ins  troops  had  stood  in  array  at  IJrunswick.  lie 
had  now,  by  the  circuit  of  many  himdred  miles, 
and  the  delay  of  many  weeks,  brought  tlu'in  round 
to  the  Head  of  l^lk.  IhU  he  was  certainK  no 
nearer  to  his  final  object  ;  lor,  while  Hrunswick  is 
sixty  miles  from  Philadelj)hia.  the  lii'ad  of  lllk    is 

•  Sir  William  Ilowc'a  Narrative,  &c.,  p.  23.  cd.  1780. 
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full  seventy.      The  intervenini;;  country,  nu)r(M)vcr,   c  n  \  l'. 
though  at  tliat  period   well  allected  to  the  Royal  ^ _^ 


Cause,  is  less  open  than  the  Jerseys.  1777. 

Nor  yet  by  this  wide  cireuit  did  the  Brili.sh 
General  keep  clear  of  the  enemy's  troops.  They 
were  now  at  Gennantown,  ready  to  withstaiul  him, 
and  increased  by  accessions  of  Militia  to  fourteen 
thousand  men.  The  first  step  of  \\'ashingt()n  was 
to  march  them,  but  without  halting,  through  the 
streets  of  Philadel})hia,  on  pur])ose,  as  he  says,  to 
awe  the  loyal,  or  as  he  ti-rins  it,  tlie  disafiected  j)arty 
in  that  city.*  He  iouud  the  jVIembers  of  the  Con- 
gress of  better  cheer,  and  more  inclined  to  be 
steady  at  their  posts  than  they  had  been  last  De- 
cember ;  and  marching  onwards,  he  resolved  to  risk 
a  battle  tor  their  protection  and  defence. 

About  midway  between  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Head  of  Elk,  two  forks  or  branches  of  a  stream 
from  the  upper  counties,  uniting  in  a  single  chan- 
nel, flow  down  to  the  Delaware.  That  stream,  or  as 
the  Americans  would  say,  that  '*  creek,"  is  known 
by  the  genial  name  of  Brandywinc,  and  the  same 
appellation  has  been  aj)])lied  to  the  battle  fought 
upon  its  banks.  At  day-break,  on  the  11th  ot" 
September,  the  American  army  was  ranged  along 
the  eastern  side.  Sir  \\'iHiain  Howe,  before  he 
came  in  sight,  formed  his  troops  in  two  divisions  ; 
the  one,  under  Genend  Knyphausen,  to  advance 
and  stand   firm  in  front  ;    the   other,   under    Kail 

*  "Writings,  vol.  v.  p.  43. 
VOL.  VI.  R 
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("  II  A  r.   (  "riiw  ;iHi<,    to    pass    I'ouiul    1)\     llir    lorks    ot    llic 
'^  l)i;uul\  u  iiic,  aiul    lako   the  I'linnv   in   llaiik.      Tlic 

1777.  latter  inanli,  though  h)ng  ami  toilsome,  was  cx- 
ccutftl  hy  C'oi nwalhs  ahly  ami  siKCH'ssfully  ;  towards 
four  ill  the  afuinnon,  hv  chargcMl  the  American 
right  ami  n-ar,  whih-at  the  same  time,  at  the  sound 
of'tlie  firing,  their  front  was  assailed  hy  Kny])hausen. 
I'nder  these  circumstances,  the  discomfiture  of  the 
Americans  was  com])lete  ;  they  retreated  in  great 
confusion  and  by  different  routes,  leaving  the 
British  masters  ot  the  fieUl.  'Die  iVIarquis  de  La 
Fayette,  wlio  was  jiresent  at  this  action,  the  first 
that  he  had  ever  seen,  while  endeavouring  to  rally 
the  fugitives,  wax  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  It 
is  stated  by  Washington,  that  he  had  lost  seven  or 
eight  j)ieces  of  artillery,  but  as  to  his  loss  of  men, 
he  made  no  precise  return.  By  Howe  it  was  com- 
})uted  at  ^(>(>  killeil,  (!()()  wounded,  and  100  taken. 
The  Americans  ascribed  their  ilisaster  in  some 
degree  to  the  tault  of"  the  two  (ienerals  upon  their 
right,  namely,  Sullivan  and  Stirling;  and  of  these, 
the  latter  at  least  was,  indeed,  wholly  deficient  in 
militarv  skill.* 

A  few  days  only  after  the  battle  of  the  Brandy  wine, 
the  Americans  sustained  another  though  slighter 
check.  An  outj)ost  of  several  hundred  men  at 
I'aoli,  eommandiHl   by    CJeneral    Wayne,    who  had 

•  "  Loril  Stirliii?-,  plus  bravo  (juc  jmlicicux, — "  says  La 
Fayciltn  (  Mt'miiin's,  i<tc.,  vol,  i.  p.  21.).  Thus  also  tlni  Manpiis 
•lo  C'ha.'*t<-llux  :  "  II  est  brave  iiiais  sans  ra|»a<iii'  .  .  .  .  il  est  age 
"  ft  nn  pru  liMird."     (Vdynges,  vol.  i.  p.  102.) 
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ncglc'cfc'd   the   usual    piccaiitioiis  I'oi-  sc^ciirit  \-,  was  (•  n  a  I*, 
siirpriscil  and  routed  by  the  British   mulcr  Gene-       '^• 


ral  (jiey.  Meaiitinic  tlic  Members  of  Compress  1777. 
bad  basteiietl  to  ])ass  anew  some  votes,  conferring 
special  and  extraordinary  powers  uj)on  Wasliini^ton. 
They  felt  that  Philadelpliia  was  no  lonijjcr  secure 
for  their  dehberations.  They  did  not,  however, 
on  this  occasion,  as  in  December  last,  adjourn  to 
Baltimore,  since  the  British  army  was  now  inter- 
j)osed  between  them  and  that  town.  But  on  tlis- 
])ersin<;'  they  ai;reetl  to  meet  ai^ain  at  Lancaster, 
from  whence,  after  one  day's  sitting,  they  further 
removed  to  York,  still  in  the  Pennsylvanian  pro- 
vince, but  beyond  the  Susquehanna  river. 

Even  after  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine,  Wasli- 
ington  had  by  no  means  relinquished  his  liope  of 
defending  Philadelphia.  lie  had  drawn  his  main 
force  across  tiie  Schuylkill,  and  was  observing  the 
principal  fords,  with  a  view  to  dispute  the  passage 
of  the  British.  But  he  had  to  deal  WMtli  a  country 
of  whicli  he  says  himself  that  it  was  "  to  a  man  dis- 
**  affected."  Moreover,  his  soldiers  were  scarcely 
adecpiatc  to  ra])id  movements  from  their  want  of 
shoes.  In  the  same  letter  he  states  that  "  at  least  one 
*'  thousand  men  arc  baretboted,  and  have  ])erformed 
*'  the  marches  in  that  condition."  *  Under  such 
circumstances  the  Briti.sh  (Jeneral  fouml  liimselt' 
enabled  to  cross  one  of  the  lower  fords  without 
oj)position,    and  to  throw  himself  between    Wash- 

*  To  tlie  Prcsiilcnt  of  Congress,  September  23.  1777. 
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(   II  A  r.   InLTton   :nul    l'liil;uK'lj)liin.      On   llir  inoiuini;- of  the 

'•^-       'Jitli,    tlic   vaii-uiiard,    licadcil    l»v    Mail    ( 'oinwallis, 

1777.       took  |)i*arc'al)Io   possession  ol"  that  cilv  ;    their  hanil 

ot"  music   ])laNiiit;"  as  tliev  entered   "(iod  sa\e  tlie 

♦'  Kin-:." 

'J'hiis  (hd  rhihi(Kl])hia  tall,  so  loni;  the  seat  of 
Conufress,  flu'  ea])ital  in  a  manner  ol  all  the  in- 
surgent colonies,  \\\v  eentrr  and  main-sj)rinL:;  of 
whatever  was  ])lanncd  or  ])er))et rated  against  the 
dominion  of  England.  Ten  months  before,  when 
Cornwallis  overran  the  Jerseys,  its  reduction  might 
liavc  ])roduced  a  great,  pcrliaj)S  a  decisive,  effect. 
But  now  the  blow  hail  l)een  so  long  expected  and 
foreseen,  that  it  fell  with  smaller  force.  It  may  be 
said  with  perfect  truth,  that  tlie  alarm  and  the 
desj)ondency  were  not  nearly  so  great  when  the 
British  took  I'hiladelpliia,  in  Septemhci',  1777»  ^i^ 
when  thi'y  had  merrly  appioaehed  it  in  December, 
177^>-  i  heir  o])ponents  were  now  inclineil  to  view 
the  brighter  side,  to  consider  the  com])ensatio>is 
which  the  loss  of  PhihuK-lphia  might  alford  them. 
'riii'N  began  to  h()])i'  that,  from  the  large  amount 
of  force  which  woidd  be  necessarv  to  maintain  and 
drfcii^l  that  great  city,  its  rcdiiclion  might,  be- 
yond an\-  other  cause,  arrest  the  finthi-r  ])rogress 
of  till'  Hritisii  arms.  Such  was  the  feeling  of  Dr. 
I'^ranklin,  when  the  lU'ws  was  first  annoiniced  to 
liiin  at  Paris.  "  No,  no,"  sjid  ju-,  "  it  is  not 
*'  (ieneral  Howe  that  lias  taken  lMiilatlel])hia,  it  is 
•'  lMiiladeI))liia  thai  has  takiii  (Ji'iieial  Howe!" 
;\ccordiiiLC   to  Anurican    accounts,    the    ihilish, 
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oil  cnlcriiiL!,'  IMiihuk'IpIiia,    wi'ic   icccivcd  most  ccr-   en  .\  |> 
dially  by  tlic   main   botly   of  the  (^linkers.  •      'I'lic  ^     ^-^  • 
joy,   moreover,   of  tlic  numerous  loyalists  —  these      J777. 
loyalists  so  lately  ])ersecutecl  and   down-trodden  — 
need   not  be   ileseribed,  and   eoiild  seareely  be  ex- 
aggerated.     Yet,   notwilhstandiiii;-    this  amount   of 
I)ublic  favour,  the  situation  of  General  Howe  was 
at  first  not  a  little  critieal.      His  enemies  still  hold- 
ing their  defences   on   the    Delaware,    interce})ted 
the    eommuiiieation     between    him    and    (he    sea. 
They   had    eon.slnicted   on   an   island  some    woiks 
and   batteries,    which,    in    honour   of  one  of  tlu-ir 
(ienerals,  they   hail   named   Fort   Mifilin.      Nearly 
o})j)osite  Fort  Milllin,  on  the  eastern  shore,  and  at 
a  j)lace  called   Red  Bank,   Fort   Mercer   had  been 
built;  while  at  Billingsport,  lower  down  the  stream 
on  the  same  side,  another  fort  was  building.      In 
the  dee})  navigable  channel,  in   front  both  of  Fort 
JMiflUn  and  of  I)illingsj)ort,  had  been  sunk  several 
ranges  of  chevaux-de-frise ;     and    a   considerable 
number  of  American  gallies  and  armed  vessels  was 
stationed  along  the  river.       On    the   other    hand, 
Lord  Howe,  with  the  British  fieet,  had  sailed  back 
from   the   Chesa})eak    to   the    Delaware,   and  was 
j)reparing  to  attack   these  forts.     General   Howe, 
in  hke  maniiei',  was  tlirecting  a  jioilion  of  his  force 
aii'ainst  them,  while  the  main  bodv,  securiiui'  Phil- 
adelphia    on    the     land     siile,     was    encamp  :d    at 
Germantown. 


*  Dr.  (JorJuii'd  History,  vul.  ii.  p.  518. 
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r  IT  A  1'.         Ill  tliis  (li\ii]i'(l   statf  of  tlir  Hrifisli  aimv,  a  plan 

^^ '  _     ^  was    (ornird   1)\     \\'asirm<j;t(iii    to    liill    upon   it    iina- 

1777.  wares,  and  1)\  a  siidilcn  l)lo\v  ixtomm'  Philadelphia. 
Marchini^  all  niuht  in  seNeial  colinnns,  his  troops 
a])peared  l)erore  (ierniantow  n  at  sunrise  of  the  1th 
of  October.  On  they  came,  char^iiiLC  with  tlnir 
haNonets  fixi'd.  Tlu'  15iili>h,  takt'n  I)\Miij)iiM',  \\  ere 
thrown  into  ^reat  disoinler,  which  the  Americans 
hoped  to  imj)rove  to  a  complete  victory.  But  as 
it  chanced,  the  fo,!^  was  so  thick  —  and  it  grew 
thicker  from  the  firing  —  as  to  cause  confusion  and 
uncertainty  among  themselves.  Several  of  their 
regiments  mistook  one  another  tor  Uritish;  they 
were  seized  with  panic  and  Hed  with  precipitation, 
leaving  tlieii"  ()pi)onents  masters  of  the  field,  and 
victors  of  tiie  day.  Besiiles,  on  such  occasions,  it 
was  natural  that  raw  levies  shouKI  sutler  other  little 
accidents  trom  wliieh  more  regular  troops  are  free. 
'I'hus,  wi'  are  told  of  om-  American  Colonel  in  this 
])attle  that,  as  he  was  riding  one  way  and  looking 
another,  his  horse  ran  away  with  him  and  carried 
liim  under  a  cyder  press,  where  he  was  so  much 
scpiee/.ed  ami  hurt  as  to  luilit  him  for  I'urther 
ser\  ice.* 

In  this  battli'  of  (u-rmantown,  the  King's  troops 
had  about  live  humlrecl  dead  or  disabled.  Of  the 
other  side,  Washington  states,  ♦'()ur  loss  in  the 
"  late  action  was,  in  killeil,  wouudctl,  auil  missing. 


•   JaiIU'T  from  CoIoikI  .Inlm    IIkw.U"!,   in    the    Apiu.ndix   to 
"Wa.sliington'ri  Writings,  vol.  v.  p.   \r,[). 
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"  al)()iif  o]]c  llioiisaiid  nirn  ;  1)iif  of  llic  missing!:,  C"  M  A  P. 
"  mail),  1  dare  s;iy,  look  atlvanlagc  of  the  tiincs,  ^  "-^^ 
"  and  deserted.  ...  In  a  word,  it  was  a  l)loody  1777. 
"  day.  W'oiilil  to  Heaven  I  eonid  atld  that  it  had 
"  been  a  more  (ortiniate  one  lor  us."*  Vet  de- 
feat though  it  was,  this  battle  brought  no  diserecht, 
but  the  contrary,  to  the  American  troops,  and  the 
American  Commander.  It  showed  that  neither 
their  spirit,  nor  their  strength,  liad  been  broken  bv 
tlie  reverses  they  had  sustained.  It  di^i)l;i\tcl 
them  not  merely  wilHng  to  stand  linn  merely  be- 
Iiind  entrenchments  or  stone  walls,  but  prom])t  aiul 
eager  in  the  open  field,  engaging  of  their  own 
accord,  not  as  at  Trenton,  and  at  Princeton,  against 
scattered  divisions,  but  against  the  main  body  of 
their  adversaries.  It  j)roved  them  to  want  only 
that  discipline  and  self-confidence  which  longer 
warfare  was  certain  to  produce.  M'hen,  a  few 
months  afterwards,  tlie  American  Commissioners, 
at  Paris,  were  discussing  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  :  "  Your  troops,"  said 
the  latter,  *'  have  behaved  well  on  several  occa- 
"sions;  but  nothing  has  struck  me  so  much  as 
**  that  (Jeneral  Washington  should  have  attacked, 
"  and  given  battle  to  (icneral  Howe  ;  to  biing  an 
•'  army  raised  within  a  year  to  this,  jj'.oniises  every 
"  thing."  t 

After   the  battle   of  (Jermantown,    \\'ashington 

*  Letter  to  John  Augustine  Washington,  October  18.  1777. 
t  Life  of  Washington  by  Sparks,  p.  259. 
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CHAP,  retirccl  willi  his  army  to  Wliitt'iiiai^li,  a  stroiifr 
.  ))ositioii,  loiirti'cii  miles  iVoiii  lMiilack'l))liia.  The 
1777.  \\yn  IIowc's,  Achniial  and  (icnt'ial,  were  ihu.s  left 
iVcc  to  j)msii(.'  their  ilcsiicns  airainst  the  Dohiwaic 
Forts.  Tlie  liist  attack,  on  lU'dbaiik,  by  the  Hes- 
sians, was  nnsiieee>^t'iil,  one'  or  [wo  hinnh'ed  ol  the' 
assailants  havini^  fallen,  and  their  ee)nnnander, 
Count  Dono)),  beini:;  taken  prisoner.*  He  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  cxi)ired  in  the  Fort  a  few 
days  afterwards,  carefully  tended  by  another  gal- 
lant European  in  the  ()})posite  ranks,  l)u])lessis  de 
^lauduit,  a  French  officer  of  Engineers.  The  last 
words  of  Done)p  to  De  Mauduit  might  well  sink 
deep  into  the  minds  of  the  petty  Princes  of  Hesse, 
those  sellers  of  their  subjects'  blooel.  "  My  career 
•'  ends  early,"  saiil  the  (JeTuian  ;  "  I  shall  die  tlie 
*'  Nietini  to  niv  own  ambition,  anel  to  tlie  a\arice  e)f 
**  my  Sovereign  !  " 

In  the  attack  of  the  Delaware  ilefences  the 
British  fleet  elid  not  at  first  thrive  any  better  than 
till-  l{riti>h  aiiny.  Twe)  large  ships,  the  Augusta 
and  the-  Merlin,  ran  agiound  ;  next  morning,  the' 
forme'r  took  hie-,  and  ble-w  up  with  some-  of  iier 
eiew  ;   and  all   atte^npts   to  lloat  the   latter  failing, 

•  The  precise  loss  of  tlic  Ilrssinns  in  this  nttnck,  as  reported 
by  llie  Aiiierican  oflioer  at  Ketlbank,  to  (tt-iu'ral  WaHliiu;;t()ii, 
was  of  ei^Mit  oflicers  and  near  sevt-iity  privates  killed,  and  of 
f(»ur  olliecrs  an<l  above  !«"V(  iity  privates  wounded  and  prisoners. 
(Oct.  23.  1777.)  IJnt  \Vasliinj.'ton,  on  reiieatin;^  this  intel- 
lif^oncc  two  days  afterwards,  nuignifies  tlie  total  to  lOO. 
(WrilingK,  vol.  v.  p|».  112.  1  1.'.)  Another  instance  of  the  ru/r 
t'f  iltitiltltiKj,  as  lai'l  elown  t.xpliciily  in  his  letter  to  rittnani. 


riioM  Till::  TKACK  or  i.TUKc  nr.  2  l() 

slic    was   abandoned,    and    burned   also.      Scvoial   (   ii  a  i'. 
weeks,   the   last  and  best  of   the  eanipaign,   wen:  , ^_ , 


employed  in  further  preparations.  At  last  the  1777. 
position  of  the  Americans  in  Fort  Miillin  beini^ 
turned,  and  a  hea\y  lire  being-  opened  upon  it, 
they  were  compelled  to  retire  ;  and  on  the  ap- 
proach of  \vd\\  Cornwallis,  th«y  likewise  relin- 
(piished  Keilbank.  The  works  and  entrenchments 
were  in  great  part  disniantled  ;  the  eln'\ aiix-de- 
iVise  were  with  much  dilHculty  weighed  ;  ajid  thus, 
all  these  toils  accomplished,  the  Delaware  was 
opened  between  Philadelphia  and  the  sea. 

It  so  chanced,  that  some  years  afterwards,  after 
the  fortune  of  the  war  had  wholly  changed,  several 
French  ofHccrs,  among  whom  was  La  Fayette,  eame 
to  visit  the  scene  of  these  achievements.  The 
narrative  of  their  excursion,  which  one  of  the  party 
gives  us,  is  remarkable  as  showing  incidentally,  and 
as  it  were  unconsciously,  the  ill-treatment  of  the 
loyalists  by  the  ruling  ])owers  ;  the  spoliation  of 
their  property,  (sometimes  requisite,  but  never  re- 
quited,) having  grown  so  common  and  habitual 
that  the  spoilers  cx])ected  nevertheless  to  be 
warmly  welcomed  I  "  As  we  landed  at  Redbank," 
writes  the  Frenchman,  "  our  IViend,  l)e  Mauchiif, 
"  who  led  the  way,  jjroposcd  to  us  to  sto])  at  the 
"  house  of  a  Quaker,  only  half  a  musket-shot  from 
*'  the  ruins  of  the  Fort.  '  That  man,'  said  I)e 
*'  Mauduit  to  us,  '  is  something  of  a  Tory  ;  I  felt 
*'  '  it  my  dutv  to  ilemoli^h  his  barn,  and  to  cut 
*'  *  down  his   fruit-trees,  but  he  will  be  glad,  I  am 
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CHAT.  '*  *  smo,  to  si-c  M.  dc  l/i  l';iM'tti\  ami  will  ^ivc  lis 
^  "  *  a  ^ooil  roci'ption.'  W  c  took  liim  at  liis  word, 
I"""-  "  but  never  were  cxpcclations  more  deceived. 
"  We  found  our  (y^uakir  seated  at  his  tire-side,  and 
*'  l)usv  in  dri'ssiiiL;  soiiu'  licihs.  lie  recognised 
•'  M.  (Ir  M;unliiit,  who  ikiiiiihI  to  him  both  La 
"  I'avctteaiid  inyself,  but  lie  would  not  condescend 
**  to  lilt  up  iiis  eyes,  nor  to  answer  any  ot'the  dis- 
"  course  of  our  introducer,  —  a  discourse  w  Inch 
**  be«;an  witii  compliments,  and  endetl  with 
*'  scoHing."  • 

Early  in  December,  on  the  reduction  of  the 
Delaware  defences,  Howe  mustered  his  whole 
army,  ami  sallied  forth  towards  Whitcmarsh,  to 
iii\e  battle  to  ^\'ashin^•ton.  The  American  (ienc- 
ral  was  determined  not  to  be  drawn  from  his 
strong  position,  though  ready  to  maintain  it,  if 
attacked.  There  were  some  slight  skirmishes,  in 
which,  according  to  the  American  accoimts,  *•  the 
'•  iSIarvland  Militia  behaved  well,  but  the  Penn- 
*'  s\l\ania  Militia  greativ  ilisgraced  tlu'ir  country* 
"  running  awav  at  the  lirst  lire  liom  half  their 
"  number."  f  There  were  also  some  skillul  maii- 
(fuvres  on  tiie  j)art  of  the  Ibitish  (leneral,  but 
these  failing  to  bring  down  the  enemy  into  the 
])lains,  Howe  retiuned  to  take  up  his  winter  (jiiar- 
ters    at     I*hilad(.lj)hia.       Winter    (piarters,    by    this 

•  Voynges   dii    M.iniuis   di;   Cliast(,'llux,   vol.   i.   p.    L'I(».  cd, 

I78r;. 

t  Kli.'n   lUjiidinot  to  President  Whnrton,  Doccnibcr  9.  1777, 
as  printed  ill  Uccd'a  Mtiiioira. 


ruo.M    riiK  I'F.Aci:  of  utimuht.  '^')l 

time,  were  not  less  essential  to  Wasliin'^Mon.      Ili^  (  ii  \  i'. 
tr()oi)S   luul    by   deii:rees    become  reihiced    to    the  ,_ 


most  dei)loiable  distress.  Many  of  the  men  were  it; 
destitute  of  blankets  in  this  rigorous  season  ;  ami 
from  their  continued  want  of  shoes  their  marches 
might  be  traced  by  the  blood  which  their  bare  I'eet 
left  upon  the  snow.  The  Quartermaster  (icneral's 
and  the  Commissary  Cieneral's  departments  had 
been  removed  from  Washington's  control  ;  and  the 
ruling  statesmen  of  that  day,  fu'  from  hi'eding  his 
complaints,  or  striving  to  su))ply  his  necessities, 
were  rather  disposed  to  cavil  at  the  lack  of  enter- 
prise which  these  very  necessities  ])r()duced.  In 
his  own  emphatic  words  :  **  Finding  that  tlie  in- 
•*  activity  of  the  army,  whether  for  the  want  of 
♦♦  provisions,  clothes,  or  other  essentials,  is  charged 
"  to  my  account,  not  only  by  the  common  vulgar, 
*'  but  by  those  in  power,  it  is  time  to  sj)eak  ])lain 
•'  in  exculpation  of  myself  With  truth  then  I  can 
*'  declare,  that  no  man  in  my  o})inion  ever  had  his 
*'  measures  more  impeded  than  1  have  by  every 
"  department  of  the  army/'  * 

Tiie  urgent  re])resentations  of  Washington  miglit 
be  duly  laid  before  the  Congress.  But  the  Mem- 
bers, at  this  period,  were  mainly  engrossed  by  a 
change  in  their  own  Presidency;  whieli  had  been 
resigned  by  Mr.  John  Hancock  on  the  ground  of 
ill  health.  As  his  successor,  they  chose  Mr.  Henry 
Laurens,  of  South  Carolina.     Besides  the  turmoil 

*  To  llic  rrosident  of  Congress,  December  23.  1777. 
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v.  \\\W\\\\\\v^  lliis  flection,  tlicy  were  now  oven  more 

_^  llum  usually  stirred  l)y  jealDUsies,  cabals,  ami  private 

interests;   not  a  lew   of  these  directed  against   the 

best  and  truest  ollluir  patriots,  their  C'onunauder- 

iu-(  hirl". 

C)t  such  cabals  ami  jealousies  a  fuller  account 
shall  be  i^iven  in  the  secjuel.  Meanwhile  let  us 
])roceed  ^\  ith  Washinmon's  conij)laints.  "  1  am 
now  convinced  besond  a  tloubt,  that  uidess  there 
be  some  great  and  caj)ital  change  this  armv  must 
inevitably  be  reducetl  to  one  or  other  ol'  these 
three  things  —  starve,  dissolve,  or  disperse,  in 
order  to  obtain  subsistence  in  the  best  manner 
they  can.  Yesterday  afternoon,  receiving  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  in  Ibrce  had  left  the  city, 
with  till"  appaieiit  design  to  forage,  1  ortlered 
the  troops  to  be  in  readiness  that  I  might  give 
every  oj)position  in  my  power,  when  behold,  to 
my  great  morlilication,  I  was  not  only  informed, 
but  coiuinced,  that  the  men  wtie  unable  to  stir 
on  account  of  jJroNision,  and  that  a  dangerous 
mutiny  begun  the  ifight  before,  antl  which  with 
dilliculty  was  supj)ressed  by  the  spiriteil  exer- 
tions of  some  ollicers,  was  still  nnich  to  be  aj)pre- 
hended  for  want  of  this  aitii-Je.  This  brought 
forth  the  oiiK'  c"()mnii>sarv  in  tlu-  purchasing 
line  in  thi>  camp,  and  witli  him  this  mrlancholy 
and  alarming  truth,  that  he  had  not  a  single* 
hoof  of  any  kind  to  slaughter,  and  not  more 
than  t  wiiit  \ -li\  ('  barn-Is  t)f  Hour  !  I'Vom  lu'ncH; 
l')rM)    an   opiuDU    of  oni'  situation,   when    I    add 


FROM  Tin:  ri'.Ati:  of  utiikciit.  253 

"  that  lie  could  not  tell  when  to  ex])ect  any  !      All   C  n  A  I'. 

I  \' 
"  I  could   do   under  these   cu-cumstances  was    to  . 

"  send  out  a  few  light  ])aities  to  watch  and  harass      1T77. 

*•  the   enemy,  whilst   other  ])arties  were  iiislanlly 

"  detached  diilerent  ways  to  collect,  if  j)()ssil)It',  as 

"  much    i)rovision    as    would    satisfy    the    present 

**  pressing  wants  of  the   soldiery.     But  will   this 

"answer?      No,   sir,  three   or  four   days  of  batl 

"  weather    would   prove    our   destruction.      ^\  hat, 

"  then,  is  to  become  of  the  army  this  winter? 

*•  And  this,  the  great  and  crying  evil,  is  not  ah. 
**  The  soap,  vinegar,  and  other  articles  allowed  by 
**  Congress,  we  see  none  of,  nor  have  we  seen 
"  them,  I  believe,  since  the  battle  of  the  JJrandy- 
*'  wine.  The  first,  indeed,  we  ha\e  now  little 
**  occasion  for,  few  men  having  more  than  one 
**  shirt,  many  only  the  moiety  of  one,  and  some 
"none  at  all!  And  from  lack  of  blankets  mim- 
**  bers  have  been  obliged,  and  still  are,  to  sit  up 
"  all  night  by  fires,  instead  of  taking  comfortable 
"  rest  in  a  natural  and  common  way. 

*'  ^V(2  find  gentlemen,  without  knowing  whether 
"  the  armv  was  really  going  into  winter  (juarters 
"  or  not,  for  I  am  sure  no  resolution  of  mine 
"  would  warrant  the  i-einonstraiK\',  rejjiohatiug 
"  the    measure    as    nnieh    as    if   they    thought    the 

"  soldiers  were  made  of  stocks  and  stones 

"  I  can  assure  those  gentlemen  that  it  is  a  nnich 
"  easier,  aiul  less  distressing,  thing  to  diaw  remon- 
"  strances  in  a  comfortahK'  room,  by  a  good  fire- 
"  side,    than    to    occupy    a    cold    bleak    hill,    and 
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C  11  A  1\   "  .slct^p   iiiulrr  I'voA    ami   snow,  witliout   clollics   or 

.    '^^-    ■   -  Llniikits.'" 
iT77.  It   was   tlic'M,   and    iIkmi    only,   in    Iiis    i^xtrciiK'st 

need,  that  A\'asliini;toii  attiMiiptrd  to  supply  the 
wants  ol"  his  troo|)s  hv  a  I'onijjnl^ory  rctjiiisition. 
The  seizures  which  he  made  wi  re  smah  in  amount, 
yet  sullieient,  as  he  says,  to  i-xeite  the  greatest 
alarm  and  uneasiness,  even  among  his  warmest 
friends.  His  letters  clearly  show  the  humane  and 
ircnerous  reluetanee  with  whieh  he  had  recourse 
to  such  a  measure,  and  deehne  that  he  should 
account  it  as  among  the  heaviest  ot"  misfortunes  if 
com|)elled  to  ])ractise  it  again,  t 

The  determination  whieh  M'ashington  had  taken 
with  respect  to  w  intci"  (juaitei's  was  not  less  honour- 
able to  his  sagacious  judgment  than  to  iiis  resolute 
will.  'J'here  were,  as  we  have  just  now  seen,  some 
civilian  critics  who,  iVom  their  tire-sides,  inveighed 
against  the  (lencral  for  going  into  (piarters  at  all. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  of  his  oflieers 
eagerly  pressing  that  these  (piarters  might  he  taken 
in  some  of  the  further  towns,  as  York  or  Lancaster, 
wiiere  the  comfort  of  the  solilieis  and  tlicirown 
nfigiit  he  secured.  Ihit  M'ashington,  while  he 
deemed  it  impracticable  and  umiecessary  to  keej) 
the  o])en  held  thioughout  the  winter  months,  Mas 
determined  to  remain  within  a  short  distance  of  his 
ad\ersaries  ;    thus,  so  far  as  possible,  nai  rowing  the 

•   Writings,  vol.  v.  pp.  197— 2(M). 
t  Ibi'I.  i>.  '20V. 
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sj)licrc  of  tlieir  influence'  and  Icsscnin;;-  tlie  rcjxila-  (•  u^^  r 
lion  of  their  concjucsls.  W  itii  tliat  view,  he  hxed  '-^  • 
on  \'aliey  Forge,  a  stronp^  ])osition  anionic  the  hills,  1777^ 
anil  on  the  hanks  of  the  Schuylkill,  only  twenty 
miles  from  Phihulelpliia.  It  was  then  a  wilihrness 
overgrown  with  wood  ;  and  surely  it  atlbrds  no 
slight  proof  of  the  ascendancy  of  Washington  o\er 
his  soldiers,  that  he  could  ])revail  upon  them,  in 
ihe  midst  of  fiost  and  snow,  to  set  actively  to  work 
to  clear  this  desolate  s])ot,  and  to  construct  as  they 
best  might  rude  log-huts  iijr  their  shelter  in  the 
])lace  of  tents.  There  accordingly  they  encamjied 
for  many  months  to  come.  On  all  occasions  they 
were  cheered  hv  the  ready  example  of  the  General 
• — not  more  when  there  were  perils  to  encounter, 
than  with  hardships  and  toils  to  nndergo. 
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(  IIA]\  Taiportaxt  as  may  bo  deemed  the  transactions 
'-^  '•  of  this  year  in  Pcmisvlvania,  tliey  are  \vell-nii;li 
J 777.  cast  into  the  shade  by  the  campaign  of  the 
Nortliern  armies.  There,  with  less  of  talent,  and 
fewer  numbers,  engag'cd  on  either  side,  a  brighter 
laurel  was  gathered,  a  more  decisive  result  was 
attained. 

The  desiirn  of  invading  the  Uniteil  States  from 
the  side  of  Canada  has  been  alreaily  mentioneil. 
It  was  an  ()l)ject  of  the  iiighi'st  importance  to  tlie 
]Jriti>h,  and  one  which  {\\c\  hail  far  too  long 
delayed,  to  dissever  New  England  iVom  the  other 
insurgent  colonies,  by  carrying  their  j)osts  along 
the  Hudson,  and  the  intermetliate  lakes  between 
Crown  Point  and  New  ^'ork.  \\  ith  this  \  icw, 
there  were  assi'iubk'd  in  ( 'anatla  Mj)\vards  of  7<'<'<) 
regulai-  tro()j)s,  (Jiiinan  and  I-aiglish  ;  the  (lerman 
under  (ieneral  Jviedesel  ;  the  English  undi-r  (J(>- 
nejal  l^urgoyne,  who  held  the  suj)reme  connnand. 
An  ixcellenl  train  of  brass  artillery  had  been  j)ro- 
\  ided.      SeM'ial  hundred  Indians,  of  \arious  tribes, 
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had  been  pcrsuaclccl  to  cMigage.      IVoiu   the  side  of  CII  A  J'. 
New  York,  Sir  Henry  Chnton,  with  the  regiments  '   . 

left  beliind  by  Howe,  niiglit,  it  was  expected,  afl'ord       1T77. 
a  strenuous  and  successful  c()-o])eration. 

A\'ith  such  forces  and  such  hopes,  Burgoync 
commenced  the  campaign  from  Crown  l^oint  at 
the  close  of  June.  Here  follow  some  words  from 
his  General  Orders  of  that  day  :  *'  'I'he  army 
"  embarks  to-morrow,  to  ap|)roach  the  enemy. 
'*  The  services  recjuired  of  this  particular  exj)e- 
"  dilion  arc  ciitical  and  conspicuous.  During  our 
"  j)rogress,  occasions  may  occur  in  which  nor 
"  dilliculty,  nor  labour,  nor  life,  are  to  be  regarded. 
**  This  army  must  not  retreat !  " 

Ticonderoga  was  Burgoyne's  first  point.  The 
Americans,  not  unprepared  for  an  invasion  from 
this  side,  had  greatly  strengthened  the  fort  by  new 
works  on  Mount  Independence.  But  the  troops, 
disj)irited  and  ill-e({ui])})ed,  and  not  exceeding 
3,100  men,  were  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  this 
])Osition.  Accordingly,  no  sooner  was  tiie  place 
invested,  than  their  General,  St.  Clair,  called  a 
Council  of  War  ;  and  the  officers,  agreeing  in 
o])inion,  drew  olf  the  troops  by  night,  lea\ing 
Ticonderoga  to  the  occupation  of  the  British. 
Next  morning,  when  their  retreat  was  discovered, 
they  were  hotly  ])ursued  ;  and  two  of  their  tli\  i- 
sions  being  overtaken,  were  put  to  the  rout,  or 
cut  to  pieces,  in  skirmishes  at  Huberton  and  Fort 
Anne.     The  remainder  made  their  way  to  General 
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('  II  \  1'    Sfliiulcr,    at     Fort     lAluard,    upon    the    Hudson 

'-^'        rivcM-.' 

1777.  Fort    Ivlwanl  was  now,  in   liko  manner,  the  aim 

ofCjeneral  Bnrgoync.  He  rejeeted,  as  circuitous, 
the  onlinarv  route  hv  Tieonderoga  and  Lake 
George,  and  with  his  main  body,  pusiied  forward 
across  the  country  from  Skencsborough.  Mere  he 
louml  himself  lunassed  l)y  ahnost  every  obstacle 
that  either  art  or  nature  could  su])])ly.  The 
Americans  liad  felled  large  trees  on  both  sides  of 
the  track,  so  as  to  fall  across  it  with  their  branches 
mingled.  The  face  of  the  country  was  likewise  so 
broken  with  streams  or  swamj)s,  that  in  this  mode- 
rate distance,  the  British  luul  no  less  than  forty 
bridges  to  construct;  one  of  these,  a  log-work 
over  a  morass,  two  miles  in  length.*  When  at 
last,  through  all  these  im])edimenls,  Biugoyne  did 
aj)j)ear  before  Fort  I'.dwaid,  he  found  tiiat  the 
enemy  had  i"elin(|uished  it  on  his  ajjproaeh,  and 
fallen  back  towards  Stillwater,  lower  down  the 
Hudson.  IJut  the  delays  in  his  march  hail  atlbrded 
them  what  they  chiefly  needed  —  further  time  to 
mature  their  ])ri'j)arati()ns  for  defence. 

At  Fort  lldward  it  was  Burgoyne's  first  care  to 
open  the  connnunications  by  Lake  (icorge,  and 
thus,  for  the  time,  secure  his  supj)lies  from  Canada. 
He  found  liimself  unabli'  to  ol)tain  adecpiate  sup- 
plies aroinid  him  ;  and  his  ])rincij)al  dej)endence 
was  uj)on  tile  stores  of  salt  ])ro\i,sions  brought  from 

•  Knrasay'a  History,  vol.  ii.  y.  '.H. 
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England    into    the    St.    Lawicncc,    and    conveyed  C  u  A  i'. 

from  tluMicc  across   Lake  C'lKun])lain.      IK'  toinul,   , '     • 

also,  that  he  must  no  longer  reckon  on  tlie  co-  1777. 
operation  whicii  he  had  hoped,  on  the  side  of  the 
Mohawk  river.  Colonel  St.  Lcgcr  had  been  de- 
spatched from  Canada  with  a  small  body  of  light 
troops,  to  reduce  Fort  Stanwix  (or  Fort  Schuyler, 
as  the  Americans  termed  it),  and  from  thence 
make  his  way  to  Burgoyne  ;  but  St.  Legcr  was 
ballled  by  the  steadiness  of  the  garrison,  and  com- 
])elied  to  retire  with  loss.  Perhaps,  iiowever,  the 
})rincipal  disaj)j)ointment  of  Burgoyne  lay  in  the 
ill  conduct  of  his  Indians.  So  early  as  the  11th 
of  July  we  may  observe  him  complain  as  follows, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State :  "  Confidentially  to 
"  your  Lordship,  I  may  acknowledge  that  in 
*'  several  instances,  I  have  found  the  Indians  little 
'*  more  than  a  name.  If,  under  the  management 
*'  of  their  conductors,  they  are  indulged  for  in- 
"  terestcd  reasons  in  all  the  caprices  and  humours 
*'  of  spoiled  children,  like  them  they  grow  more 
*'  unreasonable  and  importunate  upon  every  new 
'*  favour.  Were  they  left  to  themselves,  enor- 
*'  mitics  too  horrid  to  think  of  would  ensue ; 
**  guilty  and  innocent,  women  and  ini'ants,  would 
"  be  a  common  prey." 

It  is  due  to  Burgoyne  to  state,  that  from  the 
first  he  had  made  most  strenuous  exertions,  both 
by  Avord  and  deed,  to  ])revent  any  such  enormities. 
The  testimony,  for  exam})le,  of  his  aide-de-camp, 
Lord     Petersham,     when     examined    before    the 
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C  n  A  r.    IIon>>t»  of  ( 'oMinioiis,  is  c\vav  aiul  |)ii.'cm.so  iij)()ii  that 

^ ,   ])iiiiit,*       Iliit    ill    s|)iu>   of  all    rcsliainls,   the   fnicl 

1777.  tcMHj)i'r  aiul  tin-  lauloss  habits  of  tiicse  .sava«jjes 
Nvoiiiil  sonu'tiiiK's  l)iir,st  loitli  —  somctiiiK's  not  more 
fatally  to  their  iMU'mii's  than  to  their  fVii'iuls.  The 
trai^ical  t'ati'  of"  Miss  Mac  Kea  raised  one  loud  cry 
of  ])itv  and  of  iiuiii^iiatioii  on  hoth  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  This  huh',  in  tlu'  hlooin  of  Nontli  and 
beauty,  the  daughter  of  an  American  loyalist,  was 
betrothed  to  an  oflicer  in  the  liritish  j)rovincial 
trooj)s.  Anxious  for  her  security,  the  oHicer 
engaged  some  Indians  to  escort  her  from  her 
home,  and  convey  her  to  the  British  camp,  where 
her  marriage  would  be  solemnised.  As  a  further 
])recaution,  he  ])romised  to  reward  the  ])erson  who 
should  bring  her  safe  to  him,  with  a  barrel  of  rinii. 
IJut  this  very  ])recaution,  as  it  seemed  to  be,  was 
the  cause  of  the  disaster  which  ensued.  Two  of 
the  Indians,  who  took  charge  of"  her,  began  a 
(juarrel  on  the  way,  which  of  them  should  first 
])resent  her  to  her  bridegroom.  Each  was  eager 
f()r  the  rum;  each  resolute  that  his  comj)anion 
should  not  recei\e  it  in  his  ])lace.  At  last  one  of 
them,  in  sudden  fury,  raising  his  tomahawk,  struck 
Miss    Mae  Kea    u])on    the    head,    and    laid    her  a 


•  Sco  lJiirf;oyin;'.s  Narrativo  and  ('olIiTtion  of  Doruinrnt'i, 
pp.  6!),  60.  second  od.  Charles  Stanhope,  Lonl  I'eter.-^hani, 
Bueceeded  as  third  Karl  of  Harrinj^ton,  in  ITTf),  and  .survived 
till  182iJ.  Let  n»c  say — what  all  who  knew  him  woiihl,  I  believe, 
most  readily  nttcst  —  that  in  his  long  career,  and  many  high 
command.-*,  few  officers  were  (>v«'r  more  respected  and  beloved. 
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corpse   at   liis    fcvt.      (jcncral    Biir^oyius   at.    tliis  c  n  A  P. 
news,  displayed   the    utmost  lesentment  and  con-       ''^  '• 


cern.  lie  compelled  tlie  Indians  to  deliver  up  1777. 
the  murderer,  and  desi^-ned  to  j)ul  Iiiin  to  death. 
He  was  only  induced  to  spare  liis  lile  upon  the 
Indians  agreeing  to  terms,  which  the  Geiieial 
thought  would  be  more  eHectual  than  any  exe- 
cution, in  deterring  them  from  similar  barbarities. 
Deterred,  indeed,  they  were.  But  when  they 
found  theinseUes  prechidnl  from  thi'ir  ex|)ected 
delights  of  plundering  and  scalping,  tliev  began  to 
desert,  and  go  home.  Of  nearly  five  hundred, 
Avho  at  the  outset  joined  IJurgoyne,  less  than  three 
score  at  last  remained  beneath  his  banner. 

It  may  well  be  imagined,  that  while  Burgoyne 
was  advancing,  declamations  against  his  and  the 
Indians'  cruelty  (for  no  distinction  was  admitted) 
were  rife  on  the  Americans'  side.  In  the  same 
spirit  a  manifesto  had  been  issued  by  General 
Schuyler,  recounting  with  great  exaggeration  the 
acts  of  violence  committed  last  winter  in  the 
Jerseys  by  the  British  troops.  By  such  means, 
and  still  more,  perhaps,  by  the  natural  spirit  of  a 
free-born  peo})le  when  threatened  with  invasion,  a 
resolute  energy  against  Burgoyne  was  rousetl  in  the 
New  England  States.  In  all  these  the  Militia  was 
called  out,  and  hastened  to  obey  the  call.  But  in 
a  ffreat  number  of  cases  such  forms  were  deemed 
tedious,  and  dis})ensed  with.  Many  a  hardy 
yeoman,  hearing  of  "  the  Britishers' "  advance, 
waited  for  no  further  summons  ;   he  took  down  his 
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C  II  A  r.  iZiin  iVoiii  till'  wall,  lie  ilii'W  lorlli  his  horse  f'roiu 
^  '•  tlu'  stal)le,  aiul  roilc  oil"  at  oiicH'  to  liic  sctMic  of 
1777.  clani^cr.  'V\\c  rainilics  that  luul  no  men  to  spare 
wore  only  the  more  eaiier  to  seiul  sin)j)hcs.  An 
oHicer  of  Burgoyiie's  army,  passing  tliroiiL^h  Massa- 
chusetts as  a  ])risoiicr  a  short  time  afterwards,  ob- 
serves, that  "  In  inaiiN'  jjoor  hahitatioiis  they  iuue 
"  parted  with  one  of  their  l)iaiikets,  where  they  had 
*'  only  two,  for  the  use  of  their  soldiers."*  Thus 
in  front  of  Burgoyne  a  large  force  was  quickly 
mustered,  which,  by  accessions  from  other  pro- 
vinces, grew  at  last  to  1.3,000  men  ;  men  deficient, 
indeed,  in  disci])line  and  order,  but,  as  their  ad- 
versaries after  they  had  tried  them  owned,  resolute 
and  brave,  and  in  one  respect,  namely,  as  skilful 
marksmen  with  the  rifle,  not  to  be  surjjassed. 

For  the  eommaiul  of  this  ii>ing  force  a  new 
aj)pointnient  was  sanctioned  by  the  Congress.  The 
gentlenuii  seateil  at  their  ease  in  the  town  of  York 
wholly  overlooked  the  deficiencies  and  difliculties 
caused  in  great  part  by  their  own  neglect.  i'liey 
reprobated  in  the  strongest  terms  the  evacuation 
of  Ticondeioga,  and  the  retreat  of  their  army  tlown 
the  Hudson  ;  they  could  assign  to  it  no  better 
motive  than  either  cowardice  or  treacIuMv.  Under 
such  impressions  they  ri-ealled  the  (Jeneral  Oflicers 
in  the  Northern  department,  and  oidered  an  incjuiry 
into  their  condin't.      At   the  close  of  that    iiKpiiry 


•  L<ttcr  from  C'anibri<l;ir>,   Nuvcnibcr  2.').  1777.     Travels  hy 
Lieutenant  Anburey,  vol.  ii.  p.   lo.  eil.  1789. 
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some  time  afterwards,  St.  Clair  aiul  the  otlicr  per-   C  II  A  p. 
sons  thus  set  aside  were  acquitted,  and  aeknow-        ' 
lodged  to  be  wholly  free  from  blame.      Meanwhile       177 
the  chief  command  in  this  quarter  was  intrusted  to 
General  Gates.     Tiie  talents  of  that  officer  did  not 
rise  above  mediocrity  j   but  under  him  was  serviui^ 
Arnold,  —  Arnold,   the  bold,    the  skilfid,   and  the 
enterprising,  and,  as  yet,  the  warm  and  thorough 
enemy  of  England. 

From  Fort  Edward  General  Burgoyne  con- 
structed a  l)rielge  of  rafts  across  the  Hudson,  and 
sent  over  a  division  of  his  army,  under  General 
Fraser,  to  take  post  on  the  heights  of  Saratoga. 
At  the  same  time  he  had  in  view  another  enter- 
})rise  on  the  opposite  side.  He  liad  learnt  that  the 
enemy  were  collecting  large  sup})liesat  Bennington, 
in  part  of  live  cattle,  and  in  part  of  corn.  To 
obtain  these  supplies  for  the  use  of  his  own 
soldiers  was  in  his  situation  an  object  of  paramount 
importance.  He  despatched  for  this  purpose  an 
expedition  commanded  by  Colonel  Baum,  and 
consisting  of  '100  (Tcrmans  and  dismounted  dra- 
goons, and  a  very  few  I'Jiglish,  with  some  Indians 
and  Canadian  volunteers  —  in  all  about  .X)0  men. 
At  a  later  period  Burgoyne  was  blamed,  ])erhaj)s 
hypercritically,  for  not  ha\  ing  sent  English,  instead 
of  Germans,  on  this  critical  service,  where  success 
would  depend  so  much  on  early  and  exact  intelli- 
gence. As  Baum  marched  onwards,  he  found  him- 
self joined  by  a  party  of  American  loyalists.  In 
his  Report,  of  which  he  says  himself,  "  Pray  pardon 

s   4 
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C"1I  A  r.    "  till'  limrv  ol'tiris  Ictttr;  it  is  written  on  tlic  head 

'•^  '       "  <>t"  a  baiTi'l  :"    he  ohscrvi's,  "  lVo))k'  arc  Hocking 

1777.      "  in   liourlv,  but   want   to  be  armed;   the  savages 

•'  cannot  be  controlleil ;   they  niin   and   take  every 

"  tiling  they  please."  • 

On  ibawing  nigh  to  Bennington,  Colonel  liaum 
Ibnnd  that  the  force  oi)i)osed  to  him  was  far  greater 
than  l)is  own,  tlie  American  (iencrai  Stark  having 
imexpecteclly  arrivetl  at  the  head  of  the  Mihtia 
from  New  Hampshire.  Bnrgoyne  luid  no  sooner 
rcceiveil  llie  e\])ress  to  a])prise  hini  of  this  event, 
than  he  hastened  to  detach  a  second  division  of 
Ciermans,  under  Colonel  Breyman,  to  support  the 
first.  But  before  this  second  division  coukl  reach 
the  ground,  the  first  was  attacked  by  Stark.  **  M'e 
••  will  gain  the  \ictory,"  said  he  to  his  men,  "or, 
♦'  Molly  Stark  shall  be  a  witlow  to-night!"  It  is 
acknowledged  by  American  writers  tliat  Baum 
made  a  brave  and  resolute  defence. t  Neverthe- 
less he  was  over|)owercd,  and  comj)elled  to  give 
wav.  W  lien  Baiiin's  troops  were  already  ])ut  to 
flight,  the  ili\ision  iiiuler  Breyman  came  up,  and 
the  conflict  was  reneweil,  but  with  no  different 
result.  In  these  two  engagements  the  loss  of  the 
Americans  was  inconsiderable,  while  on  the  British 
side  there  were  upwards  of  'JOO  kilk-d,  and  "^Vi) 
prisoners;  among  the  latter  liauiii  himself,  who 
shoitK'  afterwards  died  of  his  wounds. 

•  Sec   Appendix  to   General    IJurgoync's  Nairativo,    p.  71. 
c'l.  17H0. 

t    I.ilV  of  Slurk,  hy  Mr.  K<lwartl  Kvcrctt,  p.  tiG. 
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The  disaster  at  Bennington  exerted  a  fatal  influ- 
ence over  the  rest  of  tliis  cainj)aign.  To  tiie 
Americans  it  gave  new  hope  and  self-reUance. 
On  tlie  otiier  side,  it  disheartened  more  especially 
the  loyalists  of  tiie  province,  open  or  concealed. 
Till  now  they  had  proniiseii,  nay  begun,  to  join 
the  British  standards.  Henceforth  they  kept  quiet 
and  aloof.  Moreover,  at  nearly  the  same  time, 
Burgoyne  sustained  nearly  an  equal  diminution 
of  his  numbers  from  anotlici-  (piarter,  since  he 
found  it  requisite  to  leave  behind  a  garrison  for 
Ticonderoga,  wiiich  he  had  li()])ed  that  Sir  (iuy 
Carleton  might  alford  from  the  force  in  Canada. 
Under  such  circumstances  he  determined  to 
call  in  the  detachment  of  (leneral  I-'raser  from 
Saratoga.  'J'he  bridge  of  rafts  luul  been  carried 
away  by  heavy  rains,  and  Fraser's  men  had  to 
repass  the  Hudson  as  they  best  might  by  boats 
and  canoes.  Nevertheless  Burgoyne  had  not 
relinquished  the  hope  and  intention  of  advanc- 
ing. From  Fort  Edward  to  the  town  of  Albany 
the  distance  was  but  fifty  miles ;  and,  once  at 
Albany,  he  might  be  able  to  obtain  round  him 
adequate  sup])lies,  and  patiently  await  the  ])ro- 
mised   but  tardy   co-o})eration   from    Xew   York.* 


•  "  It  was  generally  believed,  and  I  believe  it  myself  firmly, 
"  that  if  the  army  had  got  to  Albany,  we  should  have  found  a 
"  number  of  loyal  subjects  that  would  have  joined  and  done 
"  every  thing  in  their  power  to  have  establisihed  the  army  at 
"  that  place."  (Evidence  of  Captain  Money,  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  May  2".  1779.) 


•J()()  iiisroiiv  or  kngland 

(.11  \  V.  ( "(MisiiltTinLT,  how t'ViT,  the  Moliawk  liver,  the 
'■^  '•  I'Mcmv's  cami),  ami  tlic  otlicr  ohstack's  ui)on  his 
1777.  route,  ho  resolved  not  to  move  one  slep  forward  un- 
til he  hail  eollected  stores  of  provision  in  advance  ior 
thirtv  davs  ;  and  in  hi  in^ini,^  up  llu-se  stores  nearly 
a  \NhoIr  month  was  emj)lov(.'d,  —  a  montii  ol  delay, 
perhaps  necessarv  to  himM-lf,  but  certainly  ail\an- 
tat^cous  to  his  enemies. 

In  his  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (ieneral 
Bur«^oyne  was  far  from  concealing;  jiis  embarrass- 
ments. Thus  he  writes  :  "  The  prospect  of  the 
'*  cam))aign  is  nnich  less  })rosperous  than  when  I 
"  wrote  last.  Wherever  the  King's  forces  point, 
"  Militia  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  thousand 
"assemble  in  twenty-four  houis  ;  they  bring  with 
•'  them  their  >ubsistence,  and,  tiie  alaiin  ovi-r,  tiiey 
"  return  to  their  farms.  'I'he  IIami)shire  Ci rants, 
♦•  in  ])articular,  a  country  unpeopled,  and  ahnost 
"  unknown  during  the  last  war,  now  abounds  in 
"  the  most  active  and  most  rebellious  race  of  the 
♦'  C'ontini'Ut,  and  hangs  like  a  gathering  storm 
"  uj)on  niv  left.  In  all  parts  the  industry  and 
"management  in  drixing  cattle,  ami  removing 
"  corn,  arc  indelatigable  and  certain  ;  and  it  be- 
"  comes  impracticable  to  move  without  ]K)rtablc 
"  matia/ines.  Another  most  cnibairas^ini;  eiix'um- 
"  stance  i^  tlu-  want  of  eomnuufieation  with  Sir 
'•  ^^'illiam  Howe;  of  tlie  mi'ssengers  I  have  sent, 
"  I  know  (tf  two  being  hanged,  and  am  ignorant 
"  whcllur  any  of  the  rest  arrived  I  .   .   .    No  oj)era- 
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*' tion,  my  Lord,  luis  yet  been   imdi'itaKcii   in   my   C  TI  A  P. 
"favour."*  "  ^^ 

At  length,  his  tliirly  days'  stores  completed,  1777. 
General  Burgoyiie,  risking,  or,  to  speak  more 
truly,  resigning,  his  communications  with  Canada, 
crossed  the  Hudson  with  his  whole  remaining 
army,  to  and  beyond  Saratoga.  The  Americans, 
under  (iates,  were  ranged  in  front  of  Stillwater, 
and  lining  a  low  range  of  hills  known  by  the  name 
of  Behmus's  Heights  ;  tiiis  encampmiiit  liad  been 
})lanned  by  Kosciusko.t  On  the  li)th  of  Se))tember 
Burgoyne  marched  up  to  assail  them,  but  found 
them  advance  to  meet  him.  (iates  himselt"  thought 
fit  to  remain  in  the  rear;  and  the  brunt  of  the  action 
was  borne  almost  wholly  by  the  di\ision  of  Arnold. 
After  four  well-contested  iiours,  the  British,  at 
sunset,  remained  masters  of  the  ground  ;  but  ex- 
cept the  honours  of  the  day,  derived  no  ad\antage 
from  their  hard-won  victory.  The  Americans  had 
retired  to  their  lines,  of  which  the  strength  was 
vouched  for  to  Burgoyne  by  their  prisoners  and 
deserters;  and  the  late  conflict  had  shown,  beyond 
dispute,  that  in  niunbers  they  were  greatly  superior. 
Under  these  circumstances,  though  the  British,  on 
the  morning  of  the  'JOtli,  took  u})  groimd  nearer  to 

*  Private  Letter  to  Lord  fJoorge  Gcrmaine,  August  20. 
1777. 

f  Note  to  "SVashington's  Writings,  vol.  V.  p.  142.  "Wusliington, 
at  this  period,  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  Kosciusko, 
but  mentions  him  from  report,  as  "  a  gentleman  of  science  and 
"  merit." 


'if')*^  IllslOHV     (»1     KNc.I.ANI) 

Cn  V  r.  till'  iMUMUv  than  tlicy  had  hi'ld  hi-tinc,  ihcv  ilid  not 
'•^  '  lor  some  time  vcntuii'  o\\  anv  fVc.sh  onset.  Morc- 
i:::.  over,  on  the  second  ilay  after  the  action,  the 
(ieneral  received  a  letter  in  cypher  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  stating  liis  intcnti(jn  to  attai-k  the  Iligh- 
\:i\\ds  al)out  that  M-ry  tinii-.  "  And,"  adds  Bur- 
govne,  in  liis  narrati\e,  "  I  was  hourly  in  expecta- 
«•  tion  —  I  thought  a  justly  founded  one  —  of  that 
♦'  measure  operating  to  dislodge  Mr.  Gates  entirely, 
♦•  or  to  oblige  him  to  detach  a  large  portion  of  his 
♦'  force,  jyuher  of  these  cases  would  probably  liave 
*•  oj)ened  my  way  to  Albany." 

Reasoning  thus,  Burgoyne  remained  in  the  same 
post  for  some  time  longer,  tortifving  his  own  camp, 
and  watching  the  enemy,  whose  numbers  he  ob- 
serveil  dailv  to  increase.  IK"  i)ul  his  troops  on 
diminishetl  rations,  a  measure  to  which  they  sub- 
mitted with  the  utmost  cheerfulness;  but  even 
thus  the  (ieneral  considered,  with  just  alarm,  the 
gradual  consumj)tion  of  his  stores.  Meanwhile  one 
of  his  oHicers  writes  as  follows  to  a  friend  :  —  "  Our 
**  present  situation  is  far  iVoni  being  an  inactive 
•*  one,  the  armies  being  so  near,  that  not  a  night 
••  ])asses  but  there  is   firing  and  continual  attacks 

••  upon   the  advanced  ))i(piets Within   these 

"  few  I'venings,  i-xclusivi'  of  other  alarms,  we  have 
*•  been  under  arms  most  of  the  night,  as  there  has 
••  been  a  great  noise,  like  the  howling  of  dogs, 
**  upon  the  right  of  our  encam])ment  ;  it  was  ima- 
**  gined  the  enemy  set  il  up  to  ileceivc  us  while 
•'  tiiey  were  meditating    some  attack.      Jiie  next 
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*'  n'mlit  tlie  noise  was  much  "-rcatcr,  when  a  detach-   c  ii  a  I'. 
*'  nient  of  C'anadians  and  Provincials  was  sent  out       '  '^  '"   , 
*'  to  rcconnaitic  ;  and  it  proved  to  have  arisen  IVoin       1777. 
*'  hirffe  droves  of  wolves  that  came  after  the  dead 
"  bodies;    they  were  similar  to  a  ]):wk  of  hoinids, 
*'  for  one  setting  up  a  cry,  tlicy  all  joined  ;  and 
*'  when  one  approached  a  corpse,  their  noise  was 
"  hideous  till  they  had  scratched  it  up."* 

On  the  liav  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  namely, 
on  the  7th  of  October,  no  iutellimMice  ha\ii)L;-  been 
received  of  the  expected  co-operation,  and  little 
time  remaininu;  to  spare,  Burgoyne  determined  to 
make  a  movement  to  the  enemy's  left,  with  about 
fifteen  hundred  of  his  men,  his  object  being  to  ex- 
amine the  best  place  for  forcing  a  way  through,  ami 
meanwhile  to  cover  a  forage.  The  troops  were  on 
their  march  accordingly  when  they  found  them- 
selves anticipated  by  the  enemy,  who  sallied  forth 
in  larjrc  numbers  to  assail  them.  Tims  did  Beh- 
mus's  Heights  become  the  scene  of  a  second  con- 
flict. From  this,  as  from  the  former,  (leneral 
Gates  remained  entirely  aloof;  on  both  days  keej)- 
ing  close  to  his  encampment.  There  also  was 
Arnold  —  certainly  not  from  inclination,  but  be- 
cause a  quarrel  had  arisen  several  days  before  be- 


*  Letter,  October  6.  1777.  Travels  by  Lieutenant  Anburey, 
vol.  i.  pp.  431 — 433.  Of  the  period  between  September  19. 
and  October  7.,  Burgoyne  himself  declares  :  "  I  do  not  believe 
"  either  oilicer  or  soldier  ever  slept,  during  that  interval,  with- 
"  out  his  clothes."     (Review  of  the  Evidence,  idc,  p.  1G6.) 
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C  II  A  1'.   iwiHii  liimM'llaiul  ( Jatc's,  wlio,  in  jealousy  it  would 
.    '^  '     .   Mini,  Iwul  (kj)ri\cil  liini  of  his  coniniand. 
1777.  I'or  sonu'  linu',  tliougli  ciiafinijj,  Arnokl  remained 

Nviiliin  the  eanip.  Hut  as  he  heard  the  firing  •;ro\v 
louder  and  loutler,  liis  inijiatienee  i)i>eame  uncon- 
trollal)le  ;  and,  at  leiiuth,  wilhoiit  iiistnietions  or 
j)erniission,  he  rode  oil'  at  liill  gallop  to  the  tield  of 
battle.  This  being  told  to  (Jates,  he  sent  an  aide- 
dc-canij)  after  him  with  orders  to  return.  As  soon 
as  Arnolil  saw  the  other  officer  behind  him,  he 
guessed  tiie  ])urj)ort  of  the  message;  he  ])ut  spurs 
to  his  horse  and  (juickeneil  his  speed,  while  the 
aiile-de-camp  pursued  in  vain,  keej)ing  up  the  chase 
for  half  an  hour  without  ever  being  able  to  api)roacli 
wilifm  sj)eaking  distance.  Arnold  rode  about  the 
fiekl  in  every  direction,  seeking  the  hottest  parts  of 
the  action,  anil  wherever  he  went  issuing  his 
orders;  and  being  the  highest  ollicer  in  rank  that 
ap])eared  uj)on  the  ground,  his  orders  were  obeyed. 
'•  It  is  a  curious  fact,"  adds  his  l)i(>gra))her,  "that 
"  an  oflicir  wlio  ri'allv  hail  no  connnand  in  the 
"  armv,  was  the  leader  in  one  of  the  most  s])irited 
"and  important  battles  of  the  Revolution."* 
Owing,  in  no  slight  degree,  to  his  j)resence  and 
exertions  —  charging,  as  he  did  more  than  once, 
sword  in  hand  —  the  design  of  the  Ibitish  was 
foiled  ;  thev  retreated  hard-i)resM'd,  but  in  good 
order,  leaving  behind  six  |)ieees  of  artillery,  and 
with   one  of  their   most    lespected   ciiiels,  (Jeneral 

•  Sparks's  Life  of  Aniultl,  \).  1  Is. 
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Fraser,    mortally   wouiuUhI.      IK"   told   lii^   IVkikIs   ciiap. 

that  he  luul  socii  the  man  who  .shot  him  —  it  was  a  , '     '   . 

rifleman,  posted   high   upon  a  tree.      In  both  the       ittt. 
actions  of  Behmiis's   Heights,   many  of  tiie  Ame- 
rican marksmen  iiacl  been  stationed  in  this  mamier, 
and  had  singled  out  no  small  mnnber  of  the  Ibili^h 
officers. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  sueeess  already  gained, 
and  imj)atient  of  delay,  Arnold  forthwith  gave 
orders  to  storm  the  British  lines.  Assailed  they 
were  aeeordingly  on  several  sides  and  with  great 
fury,  the  enemy  rushing  forward  under  a  severe 
fire  of  gra])e.shot  ami  small  arms.  Arnold,  still  on 
horseback,  led  the  van  boldly,  forcing  his  way  into 
the  works;  but  was  shot  through  the  leg,  and  dis- 
abled for  many  months  to  come.  Another  Ame- 
rican officer,  General  Lincoln,  was  almost  e(jually 
conspicuous  for  bravery.  At  last,  however,  the 
assailants  in  this  quarter,  held  as  it  was  by  the 
native  British,  were  repulsed.  But  they  proved 
more  successful  on  another  point,  namely,  the 
entrenchment  of  the  German  reserve  commanded 
by  Colonel  Breyman  ;  here  the  commander  was 
killed,  and  the  entrenchment  carried  ;  and  thus  at 
the  close  of  the  day  the  Americans  had  uoi  only 
won  the  victory,  but  gained  an  opening  on  the 
British  right  and  rear. 

Under  these  disadvantages,  the  British  during 
the  night  quitted  their  encampment,  and  took  post 
on  some  neighbouring  heights.  There  they  con- 
tinued the  whole  day  of  the  Sth,  offering  battle  to 
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CHAT.  \\\c  riuiu\.      r>iit    till"  iiuniy  wiMc   intent  upon  a 
^•'^ '•   .  wiser  scheme;   tliey  were  alreaily  marching  to  turn 
i:::.      the   British   right,      \\hen  ai)i)riseil  of  this  design, 
in  tlie  afternoon,  Bnrgovne  saw  no  remedy  besides 
a  ri'treat    to  Saratoga.      His  troojjs  l)egan  to  moxe 
that  verv  night  at  nine  o'llcH'k.      'I'hey  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  behind  their  hospital,  with  the  sick 
and  wonndeil,  whom    lUngoyne  coidd   only   com- 
mend, i)v  letter,  to   the   humanity  of  Gates.      On 
the  other  hand,  with  the  view  to  another  action  in 
the  ])lains,  he  was  determined  not  to  relinquish  his 
field  artillery,  but  found  the  utmost  delay  in  drag- 
ging it  along,  having  lost  the  greater  part  of  his 
draught  horses,  and  heavy  rains  having  now  begun 
to  fall.     There  were,  likewise,  constant  diHiculties 
in  guariling  the  boats  n))on  the  Ihulson,  in  which 
all  till-  stons  of  j)rovision  weie  contained.      W  ith 
these   ilrawbacks,   although    the   distance   was   not 
full    ten    miles,  the  arnjy  did    not    reach    Saratoga 
until   the   night    of  the  ilth.      "Such,"   says   Bur- 
govne,  "was   their  state  of  fatigue,  that  the  nan, 
'*  for  the  most  j>art,  had  not  strength  or  inclination 
*•  to  cut  wood  and   make  fires,  but  ratlier  sought 
"  sleep  in  their  wet  clothes,  upon  the  wet  ground, 
*'  under  the  continuing  rain."*      Nor  was  it  until 
after  daylight   of  tlu-    loth   that   the  artillery   and 
the  last  of  the   tioops  couKl  i)ass  the  fords  of  the 
J-ishkill. 

Saratoga,  or  as   in   i-arlii-r   ma])s    I    have  seen   it 

•   Kfvivw  uf  llic  ICvidcncc,  8tc.,  i>.  171. 
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.sj)cllcd    Narahtc)i2,a,   a  villai;t*    which    has   given    its  c  IT  A  r. 
name  to  tlic  disaster  that  ensued,  derived  tliat  i.anie       '"^  ' 


from  two  Indian  words  signifying  "the  side  ol'tlie  jttt. 
*'  hill."*  On  reaching  this  phice,  Burgoyne  t()und 
liimself  nearly  on  all  sides  surrounded.  One  divi- 
sion of  the  enemy  had  pushed  beyond  him  to 
occupy  the  fords  and  other  strong  positions  leading 
to  and  beyond  I'ort  I'Ahvard.  Another  di\i^i()n 
had  crossed  the  Ihnlson,  and,  from  the  ojjpo.site 
bank,  commenced  a  cannonadi'.  I'nder  this  can- 
nonade it  was  found  imj)ossil)le  to  maintain  the 
British  boats  upon  the  river,  or  to  secure  the 
provisions  unless  by  landing  them  on  the  west- 
ern shore.  Other  hostile  bayonets  were  brist- 
ling on  the  hills  round  Saratoga.  No  tidings  of 
Clinton  had  yet  arrived  ;  and  the  stores  of  pro- 
vision, even  though  on  short  allowance,  were  every 
hour  dwindling.  The  horror  of  these  dismal  pro- 
spects now  rose  full  upon  Burgoyne,  and  every 
possible  chance  of  extrication  was  conned  over  in 
his  anxious  and  accomplished  mind.  That  the 
men  should  cast  aside  all  their  impediments,  leave 
behind  all  their  artillery,  and  commence  by  night 
their  march  to  Fort  Edward,  with  only  a  few  days' 
food  upon  their  backs,  was  a  scheme  fraught  with 
hazards  ;  yet  seriously  considered,  and,  at  one  mo- 
ment, on  consultation  with  liis  (lenerals,  adopted. 
Indeed,  a  party  under  Colonel  Sutherland  had  been 
ah'eady  despatched  in   that  direction  to  repair  the 

*  Buckingham's  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  428. 
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III  \r.  hriili^os  anil  tlic  roails,  but  hail  bcon  rccallotl  to 
'^'  ,  Saratoga,  in  tlu>  i-xpcctation  of  another  battle.  Nor 
i:::.  was  tlie  opposite  chanee  forgotteii  —  that  the 
eiiemv,  in  their  eagerness  to  inelose  Hurgoyne, 
migljt  ])erhaps  so  liir  rtihiei'  their  t'oree  on  tiie  side 
of  Hehnins's  Heights  as  to  enable  him  to  resume 
his  first  design,  and  make  a  i)ush  for  Albany.  Of 
this,  however,  no  reasonable  iiope  ap})eared. 

\\"\[h  the  army,  at  this  trying  time,  wore  some 
few    ladies  —  amongst    others,     the    wile     of    the 
(ierman  (ieneral,    Riedesel,   and   her  three  young 
children.     Many  years  afterwards,  she  })ublished 
an  interesting  narrative  of  all  that  she  had  suflered 
and   seen.     Together  with    the    disabled    officers, 
she   had   sought  shelter  in   a  iiouse  near  the    Hud- 
son ;   but   the  Americans,  belie\ing  that  the    I^ng- 
lish  (ienerals  iiad  there  fixed  their  i)ost,  directed  a 
cannonade  against  that    house   from    the   oj)i)osite 
side    of  the    stream.      "Alas,"   says    Mailame    de 
llicdcsel,    '*  there   were    none    but    wounded    and 
"woiniu!"      Yet,  as   the  same   lady   has  occasion 
to   relati',    the    hostile   Iroojjs    were    by    no   means 
wanting  in  kindness  ami  compassion  to  the  gentler 
sex.      'I'he   sulferers   had    crejit,  for  safety,  to   the 
vaulted   cellars  of  the   cannonaiU'd    house.      Here 
one   of  their    chief  nuM'ries    was,    want    of  water; 
since   anv    man    who    Ncutuicd     to    the    stream    to 
fetch    them   any,  became  a  mark  foi-  the  unerring 
rifles  of  the   enemy.      At   length   a   j)oor  soldier's 
wife  was  found  to  undertake  the  dangerous  service; 
courageously   and    ri'j)eatetil>  iliil    sjic    walk    down 
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^villl  licr  ])itclu  r  to  the  l)aiik  ;   diul,   in   consider-  c  II  A  \\ 
ation  ol'  her  sex,  was  always  spared  hy  the  Aineri-       '-^  '• 
cans.  J  777. 

To  another  courageous  woman,  of  \\\v  higher 
rank,  an  e(|nal  courtesy  ^vas  shown.  Major  Ac- 
land,  an  Kngiisli  officer,  iiad  been,  in  the  last 
action,  wouiuled  and  taken.  J I  is  younjj;  wife, 
Lady  Ilaniet,  a  daughter  of  the  I^arl  of  Jleiiester, 
had  acconij)anied  him  throughout  tiie  campaign. 
Hearing  of  his  wound,  ami  I'eaiiiig  lor  his  \\['v,  ami 
careless  ol"  iierself,  though  in  want  of  lixxl,  and 
drencheil  with  rains  for  twelve  iiours  together,  she 
resolved,  at  all  hazards,  and  uncertain  into  whose 
hands  she  might  first  fall,  to  deliver  herself  uj)  to 
the  enemy,  and  entreat  ])ermission  to  share  in  his 
ca})tivity.  Thus  writes  General  Burgoyne  : 
**  The  assistance  I  was  enabled  to  give,  was  small 
"indeed;  I  had  not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer 
"  her ;  but  I  was  told  she  had  found  from  some 
"  kind  and  fortunate  liand,  a  little  nun  and  dirty 
"  water.  All  I  could  furnish  to  lier  was,  an  open 
"  boat,  and  a  few  lines  written  u})on  dirty  wet 
"  paper  to  General  (lates,  recommending  her  to 
**  his  protection."  In  the  open  boat  with  I.ady 
Harriet,  and  wltli  a  Hag  of  truce,  embarketl  as  her 
escort,  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Ihudenell,  and  two  or 
three  persons  more.  It  was  dark  ere  the  rowers 
could  reach  the  enemy's  outj)osts  on  the  Hudson. 
The  American  sentinel,  threatening  to  fire,  refused 
to  let  them  either  pass  or  come  to  shore.  All  that 
night,  which  proved  wild  and  .stormy,  Ladv  Harriet 
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CHAT,  ''^it  (AjiostHl  to  till-  iiiclcnuMit  skies,  nnd  1o  her 
own  anxious  lliouglits.  Next  mornintr,  Iiowcmt, 
1777  (iiiu'ial  (iati's  was  no  soontr  aj)i)iisc'tl  of  her 
approacii,  than  he  rereivi-d  lier  with  every  j)Ossible 
token  of'  eonijiassioii  and  res])(Ht.  "  Let  snch,' 
mills  Hnrgoyne,  "  as  are  afVected  by  these  circuni- 
*'  stances  of  alarm,  hardship  and  dani^er,  recollect 
"  that  the  subject  of  them  was  a  woman  ;  of  tiic 
**  most  tender  and  delicate  franu'  ;  of  the  gentlest 
**  manners  ;  accustomed  to  all  the  soft  elegancies 
"  and  refined  enjoyments  that  attend  high  fortune; 
*'  and  tar  advanced  in  a  state  in  w  Inch  the  tender 
*•  cares,  always  due  to  her  se:f,  become  indis])en- 
**  sably  necessary.  IIii-  mind  alone  was  formed 
**  for  snch  trials."  • 

Meanwhili'  tlu-  fite  of  the  entire  aiinv  was 
drawing  to  an  issue.  Sorely  ))erplexed,  yet  still 
preserving  a  manly  firnniess,  Bnrgovne  on  tlu^ 
l.Uh  calleil  a  Council  ()l^\\'ar,  to  which  were  sum- 
moned not  only  as  heretofore  the  (ienerals,  but  all 
the  field  officers  and  the  C'aj)tains  connnanding 
cor|)s.  They  were  already  in  such  evil  plight  that 
no  sj)ot  in  their  whole  position  could  be  found  for 
holding  that  Council,  which  was  not  exposed  to 
cannon  or  rifle-shot  -  a  significant  fact  afterwards 
alleged  by  IJurgovui'  in  his  lU'fence,  and  confirmed 
b\   llie    testimony   of  his   offn-ers.  I       lU    this   time, 

•  Hovirw  .if  tlio  lividcrirc,  \r.,  |>.  17  1.  .M,iil;im(>  tic  l{i('(l(\scl 
ralU  Liuly  IIiirri(;t  rinc  aUtr-lichstr  l-'nni,  but  Iior  husband  fin 
mhrr  Mrii%,  h.  Their  (bscciKhmt  is  \\\c  |ii<siiit  I'.arl  of  Car- 
narvon. 

t  Evidence  of  Lurd  Hnlrnrrns  Mny  L'T.  17T!». 
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his  force  was  roducetl  to  .'},.■)()()  nuMi,  of  whom  not  f  iT  A  r. 
quite  '2,000  were  Ihilish.  I  lis  stoics  of  provision  ^  ^-  , 
might  suffice  for  six  clays  more.  Nevertheless  the  i:::. 
General,  after  statini;;  to  the  assenil)iecl  oflicers  the 
tlifficuUies  of  his  situation,  assured  tliein  that 
nothing  coukl  induce  him  to  propose  terms  to  the 
enemy,  exce})t  their  full  concurrence,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  take  the  lead  in  any  measure  they 
should  think  for  the  honour  ot"  the  HritisJi  arms. 
The  Council  was  unanimous  for  treating,  pioN  idcd 
Iionourable  terms  could  be  obtained-  Next  day, 
accordingly,  a  flag  of  truce  was  despatched  to  the 
enemy's  head-quarters,  with  a  message  from  Bur- 
goyne.  That  flag  of  truce  was  borne  by  Mr. 
George  Williams,  a  yoimg  gentleman  from  New- 
foundland, one  of  the  few  who  had  escorted  Lady 
Harriet  to  the  enemy's  line.  In  after  years  he 
became  a  Colonel  in  the  army,  and  the  first  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  he 
survived  until  December  ISjO  —  the  very  last,  in 
all  probability,  of  Burgoyne's  expedition. 

The  rece))tion  of  the  message,  sent  with  Mr. 
AVilliams,  gave  little  hope.  Gates's  answer  was, 
that  "General  Burgoyne's  army  being  exceedingly 
"  reduced,  their  provisions  exhausteil,  tluir  mili- 
"  tary  horses,  tents,  and  baggage  taken  or  de- 
"  stroyed,  their  retreat  cut  off,  and  their  camp 
"  invested,  they  can  only  be  allowed  to  surrender 
"  prisoners  of  war."  He  therefore  required  that 
they  should  lay  down  tlieir  arms  within  their  lines. 
"When   this   answer   came    to   be    re))orted    to   the 
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CHAP.   iMitish    CniiiKil   of  War,   the  oiriccrs   present   rc- 
^■^^       soUid    imanimou.slv    to    ri'ii-ct   siicli     i«,MioMiinioii.s 

V  '  •       •         1 

1T7T.  terms.  Tlicy  all  a<;reecl  in  the  toUowint;  rejoiiuler, 
N\hich  Biiru^oyne  ])roi)oseil  to  send  :  "This  article 
"  is  inatlinissible  in  any  ixlreinity.  Sooner  than 
*•  thi>  arniv  will  consent  to  j^round  their  arms  in 
"  their  encamjjment,  they  will  rush  on  the  enemy, 
'♦  iletermincil  to  take  no  (juarter  !  " 

This  rejoinilcr  beini^  brought  to  (General  Gates, 
that  oOieer  was  found  willing  to  recede  from  his 
first  pretensions.  He  rightly  judged  it  unwise  to 
drive  to  utter  despair  even  a  far  inferior  number 
of  brave  and  disciplined  troops.  He  felt  that  the 
capitulation  of  such  troops  on  almost  any  terms, 
and  under  almost  any  circumstances,  would  be  a 
most  solid  ad\antage,  ami  wouKl  slied  on  the  arms 
of  the  United  States  a  lustre  which  as  yet  they  had 
never  known.  Judging  from  the  event,  I  am 
juslitieil  in  saying,  that  another  motive  also  may 
j)erhaps  have  weighed  with  some,  at  least,  of  the 
American>.  It  matters  little  what  terms  are 
iirantetl,  if  it  be  not  inti'iuled  to  liilfil  them  ! 

In  this  conciliatory  temper  on  the  victorious 
siile,  tlu'  terms  were  no  longer  hard  to  be  adjusted. 
New  proposals  hail  been  transmitted  by  Hurgoyne, 
unanimously  concuired  in  1)\'  his  Council;  anil 
evcrv  one  of  these  proposals  was  complied  with. 
It  w:is  agreed  :  That  the  army  should  march  out 
of  till'  camj)  with  all  the  iionours  of  war,  to  an 
ajipointed  place  at  the  ri\  i  i-siile,  where,  at  the 
word   t)f  conunand   from   their   own  ollicers,   their 
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arms  weiv   to   be   piled  ;    'lliat    a  free  jjassapjc   to  r  II  A  r. 
(ji'cat    IJritain    should  be    iirantcd   them    on    eoii-       ''^  '• 


dition  ol"  their  not  sei\  ing  ai^aiii  in  Nortli  Ameriia  ITTT, 
tlurinn-  the  ])rcsent  contest  ;  That  the  port  of 
Boston  sliould  admit  the  transports  for  that  })ui-- 
posc,  at  any  time  desired  by  (General  Howe; 
That,  meanwhile,  during-  their  march  to  Massa- 
chusetts, or  their  stay  in  quarters,  provisions 
should  be  supplied  lor  their  use  ;  'J'liat  the  oHicers 
sliould  not  be  sej)arated  from  the  men  ;  That  roll- 
calhng,  and  otiier  ihities  of  regularity,  should  not 
be  hindered.  The  ollieers  were  to  be  achnitted 
on  parole,  and  allowed  to  wear  their  side-arms. 
No  baggage  was  to  be  searched  or  molested ; 
General  Biu'goyne  pledging  his  honour  that  it 
contained  no  })ublic  stores.  .111  persons,  of  what- 
ever country,  appertaining  to  or  following  the 
camp,  were  to  be  fully  comprehended  in  these 
terms  ;  the  Canadians  to  be  sent  back  to  Canada, 
bound  by  the  same  condition  as  the  British,  not 
to  serve  again  in  North  America  during  the  pre- 
sent contest.  There  was  another  point  on  which 
Burgoync  laid  great  stress,  and  with  wlfuh  (iates 
felt  no  difficulty  in  complying  —  that  the  treaty 
between  them,  when  concludetl  and  signed,  should 
bear  the  name  not  of  a  "  Ca])itulation,"  but  of  a 
"  Convention."  In  this  wish,  Burgovne  was 
prompted  by  his  recollection  of  the  Convention  of 
Closter-Seven,  which  His  Royal  Highness  of 
Cumberland,    and    the   officers  of  his   school,   had 
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I"  II  A  r.  always    luaiiiiaiiu'd    to    In-    \n1i<»11v    iVoc    Iroiii    tin' 

.slianu'  «>r  a  siini'iuUi". 
y.       ^ ' 

1777.  '\'\\u>   liir   llu'ii    was   tlii-    m-goliation   aiKanct'il  ; 

ciMtain  proi)o>als  liail  hcLU  put  forth  by  the  British, 
and  aiTifcd   to  hv   the   AnuMicau   (ii-iuMal,   but  no 
foiiual    licatN    had   as   yet    hvcu    concluded   or   ex- 
changed,     in  that  position  the  asj)ect  of  affairs  was 
in  some  measure  altered  by  tidings  which  IJurgoyne 
received    from   a   sj)y    in    the    night    of  the    15th. 
Tlicse  tidings  were  to  the  elleet  that  the  long  ex- 
j)ected  cooperation  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  at 
length    conuneneed.       I'or    the    delav    which    luul 
occurred  in  it,  no  blame  whatever  attaches  to  Sir 
Ilenrv.      His  su))erior  oflicer,  Sir  A\'illiam    Howe, 
with  whom  personally  he  was  not  on  cordial  terms, 
luul  left  him  but  a  moderate  force,  anil  at  the  same 
linu-   the   strictest   iiijiuKiions  against  endangering 
his   possession   of  Nrw    ^'oik.      It    was    therefore 
necessary  for  Clinton   to  await  a  reinforcement  of 
1,7U()   men    which    hail   been    ])romised   him    from 
Kngland,   but   which,  according  to  the   usual   mis- 
managennnt    of  oui'   nnlilarv   alfairs  at   home    (tor 
usual  at  that  j)riiod  1  may  truly  term  it),  had  been 
delayed  until  near  the  close  ol"  the  campaign.      No 
.sooner   iiad   this   indisj)ensable  ibrce  arrived,    than 
Clinton  with  great  sj)irit  ])Ushed  up  the  Hudson  at 
the  head  of  .^,()()()  mm.      In  that  (piarter  there  was 
I'utnam  with  a  numerous  but  disoidrrly  Militia  to 
oppose  him.*      The  hrst  object  of  Sir  Ilenry  was  to 

•   l{yt!.    !<•')■  OoIoIkt,  riitrKiiu  could  muster  (),(KK)  troops. 
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ichIucc    1\V()    contiguous     torts,     Mout^onu  r\'    aud   (    n  \  \\ 

Clinton*,  which  had  l)ccu  raised  1)V  the  ciuiu\'  ou  ' 

•'    .  -  > , ' 

the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson,  and  wliich  ol)structed  1777. 
the  passage  of  the  river.  These  forts,  accordingly, 
he  took  by  storm  on  liie  (ilh  of  October,  not  witli- 
out  a  brave  resistance  and  a  heavy  loss.  Another 
American  strong-hoUl,  Fort  Constitution,  and  some 
American  galleys,  were  destroyed  by  the  Anu  i  icans 
themselves.  A  British  detachment,  under  (ieneral 
\'aughan,  was  tiien  embarked,  and  directed  to 
ascend  the  Hudson.  Landing  at  ^Ksoj)us  Creek, 
General  \'aughan  reduced  the  batteries,  and 
burned  to  ashes  the  >mall  town  near  that  place; 
then,  })ursuing  his  expedition,  he  had  come  within 
forty  miles  of  Albany,  when  the  ill  news  from 
Saratoga  decidetl  his  return.  So  im])ortant  was 
this  diversion  of  Clinton,  that  could  it  ha\c  taken 
place  only  one  week  or  ten  days  sooner,  —  could  the 
tidings  of  it  have  reached  Burgoyne  at  any  time, 
he  says,  between  the  two  actions  on  Behmus's 
Heights,  —  it  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  that 
officer,  formed  after  the  event,  tliat  he  wouKl  have 
been  enabled  to  make  his  way  to  Albany,  and  that 
final  success  would  therefore  have  attemled  his 
campaign.! 

See  liis  Letter  of  that  date  to  General  Washington.  Note  to 
"Washington's  Writings,  vol.  v.  p.  104. 

♦  Fort  Clinton  was  so  called  from  a  General  of  that  name  in 
the  American  ranks.  It  is  strange  enough  that  they  had  also 
another  General  Howe.     (Life  of  Reed,  vol.  ii.  p.  117,  &c.) 

t  Narrative  by  General  Burgoyne,  p.  2o. 
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I'll.vr.  \\  lull  ill  tlic  ni^Iil  of  tlic  l.">tli,  tin.'  iiiU'Ui<^ciicc 
''  '_^  of  ('iiiiton's  j)r()i;rc'.s:-,  in  tlu'  1  Iii;lilaiul>  tliil  actually 
1777.  roach  Biirgovnc,  it  was  coiijoincil  with  the  rcj)ort 
that  a  considerable  force  iiacl  a! ready  on  that 
account  been  iletached  from  (iates's  army.  Early 
next  morniiiLC  Huri^oyne  sent  another  messa'ifc  to 
(iates,  recjuiriiiix  to  learn  whetlur  there  was  any 
just  ibundation  lor  the  last  tidings,  which,  lie 
adiled,  wouKi  be,  if"  true,  "  subversive  of  the  prin- 
"  ciples  on  which  the  treaty  originated,  namely,  a 
"  great  superiority  of  numbers  in  General  (iates's 
"  army."  The  American  Cieneral  re])lied  by  a 
solemn  declaration,  u})on  his  honour,  that  no  de- 
tachment at  all  had  been  made  from  his  army 
during  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty.  Under  such 
circumstances,  and  on  the  same  morning,  Burgoyne 
convened  lor  the  last  time  his  Council  of  M'ar,  and 
laid  before  it  a  (ine.stioii,  as  follows  :  —  Is  the  treaty 
in  its  j)resent  situation  binding  on  this  armv,  and  is 
the  (ieneral's  honour  engageil  for  the  signing  it? 
On  this  point  the  assembled  oOicers  ceased  to  be 
unanimous.  Several  of  the  greatest  weight  amon«r 
them,  as  (ieiieral  Phillip^  and  Lord  Malcarras, 
thought  that  in  any  war  a  negotiation  might  be  a 
iu->tiliabU'  stratagem  in  order  to  gain  time  ;  that 
the  j)ul)lic  laith  was  in  no  degree  engaged  until  a 
treaty  was  actually  signed  and  exchanged;  that, 
therefoii',  (iciural  nurgoyne  was  at  iiiil  libcrtv  to 
break  oil"  this  in  its  j)r(Tnniiiarv  stage.  This  view 
of  the  subject  was  the  one  that  (Jciieral  IJurgoyne 
iiimsclf  explii-itly   maintained.       ]\\\\    on    the  other 
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ham!,  a   inaiorily   of  llic;   Council    (li'clarc(l   lliat,   in    ciiai'. 
llicir  ()j)iiii()ii  (he  iiiil)hc  lailh  was  ahcady  jjlcdt^ccl  ;   ^      ' 
and  to  tlicir  opinion  llnis  C!Xj)re.sst'd  the  Cicnoral-in-      1777. 
Chief  at  hist  gave  way.     That   the  British  olliccrs 
in  this  Convention  shouUl  be  thus  nice  and  scru- 
pulous   on    any    question    in    wliich    the    national 
lionour   was   concerned,   is  a   circumstance   which 
surely    not   a   little   aggravates   the   shame   of  any 
violation  of"  that  treatv  from  the  otiier  side. 

It  was  adtled,  however,  by  (leneral  IJurgoyne 
upon  tile  Minutes  of  this  Council  :  "  The  Lieu- 
*'  tenant-General's  opinion  being  clear  that  he  is 
"  not  bound  by  what  has  ])as>ed,  he  would  not 
'*  execute  the  treaty  upon  the  sole  consideration  of 
"  the  point  of  honour,  notwithstanding  the  resj)ect- 
"  able  majority  against  him."  But  he  was  also,  as 
lie  states,  swayed  by  the  reflection  that  the  news  of 
Clinton's  advance  was  not  official,  but  only  hearsay; 
that  admirably  as  the  spirit  of  the  British  soldiers 
had  been  hitherto  sustained,  the  idea  of  a  Conven- 
tion had  now  gone  forth  amongst  them  ;  that  the 
struggles  for  their  extrication  nnist  be  not  only 
daring,  but  even  desperate  ;  that  w  ith  their  scanty 
supplies  of  provision,  a  defeat  wouKl  be  fatal  to  the 
army,  and  a  victory  not  save  it. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  terms  already 
specified,  and  in  the  words  agreed  to  by  the 
Council  of  War,  was  next  day,  on  the  17th  of 
October,  signed,  exchanged,  and  executed.  The 
British  soldiers  laid  down  their  arms  at  the 
appointed  spot,  near  the  river  where  the  old  lord 
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(•  11  A  r.   Ia\  ;    tlu'v   i\cH'i\i-il    iVom    Aimiitan    commissaries 
'•^  ^-       tlu'ir  .sii])i)lii's  ot    ric'sli   ])i()\  i>^it»ii  ;    ami    tlii-y   com- 
1777.      iiuMKrii  ill  mouriitnl  siU'iicc  their  march  to  Massa- 
cliiisclts.     (uMu-ral   CJates,   far  from  any  marks  of 
arroi^anci',  Midi   as  ])orhai)s  liis  first  demands  had 
imjihed,    sliowed    thiin    the    utmost   courtesy   and 
kiuihiess.      Indeed,  lie   hail    by    no   means   lost  all 
feelinix  for  his  native  country,  and  in  a  letter  written 
onlv  a  few  days  afterwards  to  a  friend  in  London, 
mentions  himself  as  one  '*  who  glories  in  the  name 
"  of  an  Knglishman."*      He  kept  his  soldiers  close 
within  their  lines,  thus  avoiding  the  risk  of  alter- 
cations, and   not  allowing  them  to  witness  in  the 
jiiling   of  the   British  arms    the   abasement   of  a 
•gallant  eiiemv.     One   English  officer    present   de- 
clares    that     when     he    and    his    conuades,    after 
piling  their  arms,  passed  the  American   army,  they 
could    not   observe   through   the   Nshole  of    it   one 
gesture    mir  one   word   of  disrespect,   nor   e\en   a 
taunting  look  ;    "  all,"  says  he,  '*  was  unite  astonish- 
*•  inent  and  j)it\."t     (Jates  accosted  General  Bur- 
goyne  with  kiiully  warmth,  using  terms  of  welcome, 
not  perhaj)s  well   chosi'U,  but   most  certainly  well- 
meant  1;    and    that   same   evening   he   entertained 

•  To  the  Earl  of  Tluuitt,  Ortobcr  L'*!.  1777.  This  letter  was 
read  in  tlie  House  of  Lords  by  the  Muniuis  of  Kockiiighain. 
Sec  I'lirl.  Hist.,  vol.  xi.x.  p.  731. 

t  Lieutenant  Anhurcy's  Travels  in  North  AuRrica,  vol.  ii. 
p.  3. 

X  Galea  u.seJ  the  common  phrase  of  <,'rLcting  to  a  stranger  : 
"  I  am  very  happy  to  Rce  you,"  nml  liurgoync,  applying  this 
to  hid  own  nituation,  onswcrcil,  ''  I   bc-li«vo  it;  the   fortune  of 
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liiiii  at    liis  t:i!)le  with  the  j)r"mci])al  ollircis  of  holh    (    ii  a  p. 

armies.     'V\\c   rc})ast  was  more  coiilial  and  more  , '  y  , 

cheerful  than  miglit  have  been  supposed,  the  victors      1777. 
seeming  lor  the  time  to  forget  tlieir  triumph,  and 
the  van(piished  their  humihation. 

The  conduct  on  this  occasion  of"  another  Ame- 
rican of!icer  is  so  highly  to  liis  honour  that  it  sliould 
not  be  passed  over  in  silence.  (leneral  Schuyler 
on  being  removed  from  his  command  by  Congress, 
liad  continued  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  in  Gates's 
arniv.  lie  was  one  of"  tlie  largest  proprietors  in 
this  district,  having  houses  both  at  Saratoga  and  at 
Albany ;  and  his  house  near  the  former  place  was 
connected  with  saw-mills,  and  store-rooms,  and 
other  buildings,  to  the  value  of  nearly  !(),( )(.)()/.  It 
so  chanced,  that  when  General  Burgoyne  had  re- 
treated to  Saratoga,  and  was  expecting  a  battle,  he 
had  thought  it  needful  for  the  security  ot"  his  posi- 
tion to  burn  these  buildings  to  the  ground.  Let 
the  sequel  be  related  in  General  Burgoyne's  own 
words: — *'  After  the  Convention  was  signed,  one 
*'  of  the  first  persons  1  saw  was  (ieneral  Schuylei'. 
*'  I  expressed  to  him  my  regret  at  the  event  w  hich 
*'  had  happened,  and  the  reasons  which  had  oc- 
"  casioned  it.  He  desired  me  to  think  no  more 
**  of  it,  saying,  that  the  occasion  justified  it,  accord- 
'*  ing  to  the  ])rinci))les  and  rules  ol"  war,  and  that 
*'  he  should   have  done-   the  same   upon   the  same 

"  war  is  entirely  yours."    (Voyages  du  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
vol.  i.  p.  361.) 


"2^6  HISTOFIY    or    KX(;I.ANI) 

(■  II  A  r.  "  (H"ca>i»)n,  or  wortls  to  that  cHt'ct.  He  cIkI  more; 
'_^  '•  ,  ''  111'  Milt  an  aiili'-(li.'-i-ainj)  to  coiitliiit  nu'  to  Albany, 
1TT7.  "  ill  onlcr,  as  \w  expressed  it,  to  procure  nie  better 
**  (jiiarters  than  a  stranger  might  be  al>le  to  liiul. 
"  This  gentliMnan  conducted  mc  to  a  very  elegant 
"  house,  and  to  mv  gri-at  snrj)rise,  presented  me  to 
*'  Mrs.  Schiivier,  anil  her  fiimily ;  aiul  in  this 
•*  (leiierars  house  1  remained  during  my  whole 
*•  stay  at  Albany,  with  a  table  of  more  than  twenty 
"  covers  for  me  and  my  friends,  and  every  other 
"  })ossible  demonstration  of  hos))itality."* 

It  was  from  Albany,  and  on  the  2()th  of  October, 
that  Hurgoyne  addressed  to  Lord  George  CJermainc 
his  despatch,  announcing  the  disastrous  close  of 
his  cam))aign.  That  despatch  he  sent  home  by  his 
aide-de-camp.  Lord  Petersham  ;  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  connnunication  oj)en  to  him  sinci*  the 
beginning  of  Septembii".  At  the  time  ot' his  capi- 
tulation, his  fighting  men,  as  already  stated,  had 
become  reduced  to  '>,.0(K)  ;  yet  so  great  was  still 
the  crowd  of"  Canadians,  of  boatmen,  of  artificers, 
and  of  other  camp-followers,  that,  according  to  the 
American  statement,  the  total  lunnber  ol'  ])ersons 
inchuli'd   in   the   treats-,   aniounliHl   to  .'),''/')'2.      On 


•  S|ioct1i  of  Clcnrral  I^ur;^nyno  in  tlic  House  of  Common;', 
on  Mr.  V}iht's  Motion,  May  21].  177H,  Tin-.  Afaninis  (1« 
Clituitollux,  who  vi.-^itt'd  General  Siiniyltr  in  17S(),  draws  a 
rnosl  plinwing  picture  of  lii.s  family  circle.  He  adds,  however  : 
"  Le  General  Schuyler  est  encore  plus  aimal)lc  (juand  il  n'est 
"  poii  avec  «a  femnio,  en  quoi  il  rcssemble  h  bcnucoup  dc  maris 
♦*  LuropceiiH'"     r  Voyngex,  vol.  i.  p.  345.) 
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\\\v  other   Iiaiul,    llic    Uiiti^h    olliccis    diiiiiiLi,-   llicii-   (   ii   \  i'. 

captivity  ol)tainL'cl  a  copy  of  the  ollicial   return  ol"  ^    '  ''  '• 

Gates's  army,  as  it  stootl  on  the  Kitli  of  Octoljer  ;       ittt. 

a  return  signed   by  (Jates  hiniself.     That    ret  tun 

gives  the  number,  *'  Present,  til  lor  Duty"  as  no 

less  than  1S,2\().     lk\sides  tliese,  tliere  are  "Sick 

"  Present"  6^22  ;   **  Sick  Absent"  7^31  ;  and  "  On 

"  Command"  0,875  ;  tliese  last  being  in  fact,  for 

tlic  most  part,  tlie  detachments  interposed  between 

the    British    and    Ticondcroga,    to    cut    oil"    their 

retreat.* 

Such  tiien  was  the  caj)itulation  of  Saratoga, — tlie 
turning  point  of  the  Wav  of  Uevohition  in  Ame- 
rica, as  sixty-seven  years  betore,  the  capituhition  of 
Brihucga  liad  been  the  turning  j)oint  of  the  \V<\v  of 
Succession  in  Spain.  In  l)()tli,  it  must,  I  think,  be 
felt  and  owned  that  strong  reasons  were  assigned 
by  the  capitulating  generals  why  hard-pressed,  and 
surrounded  as  they  were,  no  remedy,  besides  that 
extreme  course,  remained.  In  both,  the  bravery 
and  spirit  were  not  denied,  either  of  the  troops,  or 
the  commanders.  In  both,  their  military  skill  was, 
on  other  occasions  at  least,  allowed.  In  both,  the 
objections  to  their  conduct,  which  at  lirst  sight 
may  appear,  will  be  louiul  in  a  great  measure  to 
resolve   themselves   into    the  ine\itable  ilillicullies 


*  See  this  Return  at  full  length  in  the  Appendix  to  Biir- 
goyne's  Narrative,  p.  civ.  At  the  elose  of  it,  and  still  under 
Gates's  signature,  I  find :  "N.  B.  Exclusive  of  the  numbers  in 
"  the  above  Return,  there  are  the  Upper  Staff  of  the  array,  the 
"  bateau-men,  the  ai'tificcrs,  and  followers  of  the  camp.'" 
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(•  n  A  r.  anriuliiiL;  tlu'  \v;ui(  of  siipplii's  in  a  desolate  district, 
^•^  '•  and  till'  want  ot  intcllii^once  aniid>t  an  unfriendlv 
1777.  jxtpnlation.  In  tlu-  casr  of  Stanliope,  considLMatioiis 
mkIi  as  tiicse  wt-ri'  almost  tVoiu  lliclirst  allowed  full 
force.  I^it  sni-li  inii^Iity  conseiinences,  actual  ami 
continij^iMit.  wen-  lonnd  to  tollowthc  event  at  Sara- 
to«;a,  that  till-  behaviour  of  Burgoyne  lias  been 
much  longer  and  far  more  severely  arraiixned. 

It  mav  indeed  be  said,  that  even  of  those  great 
conflicts,  in  which  Inmdreds  of  thousands  have 
been  encfajxed,  and  tens  of  thousands  have  fallen, 
none  has  been  more  fruitful  of  results  than  this 
surreuder  of  thirty-live  hundred  fiirhting  men  at 
Saratoga.  It  not  merely  changeil  the  relations  of 
ICngland,  and  the  feelings  of  luuope,  towards  these 
insurgent  colonies,  but  it  has  moditied  for  all  times 
to  come  the  connexion  between  i\ery  colony,  and 
everv  parent  stati*.  'I'o  the  latter  it  has  shown  the 
need  of  moderation  ;  to  the  former,  Ihr  beyond  any 
other  example,  the  ))ower,  anil  the  possibility,  of 
victorious  resistani  r. 

At  the  outset  it  had  seemed  not  unreasonable 
to  lay  great  stress  on  the  far  superior  resources 
of  (ireat  Britain.  I  ha\e  observed,  for  instance, 
one  iiaiiibbill  signed  by  "  a  Yeoman  of  Sullblk 
•'  County,"  and  sold  at  Boston,  in  I'rbruary,  177'>' 
In  that  Iiand-bill,  thr  imjirnding  contest,  with 
till-  mother  countrv  is  declared  as  \ain  and  hoj)C- 
less  as  that  of  the  (iiants  waging  war  against 
Olympus.*       The  contest  then  did  conunence,  and 

•    Arn<  lii-ari  Archives,  vol.  i.  |i.   IL'W). 
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not  witlioul.  sonu'  (Icl^tit  al  k'asL  of  llic  .siicio.s  (  II  a  I', 
predictt'd.  Willi  little  skill  in  our  lirst  conmiaiid-  ["^  '• 
ers,  with  tiic  greatest  ])ossil)le  delects  in  our  system  1777. 
of  su))])Iy  and  cquij)uient,  with  a  singular  remiss- 
ness in  ])ursuing-  ami  securing  atUantages,  we  yet 
to  some  extent  prevailed.  In  .Iul\,  1 "//(),  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  removing  all  doubt 
as  to  the  final  object,  gave  us,  in  many  ])r()\iiiees, 
the  sup})ort  of  a  large  and  loyal  party.  In  the 
December  following  we  saw  the  force  of  Washinir- 
ton  shrunk  to  a  scanty  haiulful,  —  tiie  Congress  in 
full  Hight  from  Philadelphia, — the  British  army 
sovereign  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and  victorious 
on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  Had  that  one  op- 
})ortunity  —  that  single  lock  on  the  head  of  For- 
tune—  been  more  sagaciously  or  more  resolutely 
grasped,  at  least  a  temporary  subjugation  might 
have  probably  ensued.  But  when  the  first  weeks 
of  surprise  and  panic  were  allowed  to  glide  away, 
there  remained  in  operation  the  two  great  obstacles 
which  the  wisest  heads  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic had  all  along  foreseen.  In  the  fu>t  jjlace 
there  was  not,  and  from  the  principles  at  strife  in  a 
free  country  there  could  not  be,  what  Lord  North, 
so  early  as  177^^  lamented  that  he  sought  in  vain  ; 
"  if  but,"  he  crietl,  "  there  luul  been  a  union  of 
•'  Englishmen  in  the  cause  of  England  !"  "  There 
never  would  cease  to  be  in  Parliament  a  consider- 
able party  forward  in  denouncing  and  obstructing  the 

*  Cavendish  Debates,  vol.  i.  p.  486. 
VOL.   VI.  U 
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CIl  A  r.  incasurcs  of  in)iistici'  1)\  whicli,  astluy  coiicrix  ccl, 
^  ^  '•  tluir  AnuM-icaii  ItHow-siil/ioc'ts  wtMC  oi)j)rcsseil. 
Sicomllv,  till-  inluMvnt  tlilUciilty  of  an  American 
cainjiaigu  waN  Midi,  as  no  ili'tr'i'C  of"  skill  in  the 
(uMU'ial,  or  oi'  s\n\\t  in  the  troo})s,  conlil  always 
overcome.  Alter  crossing  tiu'oc  thonsand  miles  of 
sea,  tlu'V  wonlil  still  find  in  many  districts  their 
course  arrested  hy  ileep  s\vamj)s  and  tani;led 
forests,  —  rivers  to  ])ass  of  a  breadth  and  force 
alto«^ethcr  unknown  in  Eniz:lanil,  —  extremes  both 
ol"  heat  and  cold  to  which  they  hail  hitherto  l)een 
strangers,  —  and  to  profit  by  such  difKculties,  the 
tirst  weeks  of  panic  once  past,  a  race  of  men  sprung 
from  their  own  loins,  and  iidieriting  their  own  de- 
termination. Surely  then,  as  in  atlter  years  the 
case  of  Lord  Cornwallis  still  more  clearly  ])roved, 
to  comj)lete  the  desired  reduction  of  these  States, 
tliere  must  have  been,  first  or  last,  other  expeditions 
undertaken  like  to  that  of  Saratoga,  other  i-xpe- 
ditions  exj)osed  to  the  same  ol)>tacKs,  and  tending 
to  the  same  results. 

In  all  the  actions  which  j)reci'ded  the  surrender 
of  Saratoga,  the  American  trooj)s,  though  in  part 
consisting  of  raw  levies,  showed  themselves  in  a 
high  ilegree  intrej)id,  firm,  and  ready.  To  (iates, 
as  to  their  General  in-chief,  the  same  amount  of 
praise  can  scarcely  bi'  awarded.  So  far  as  the  re- 
sult di'|)iiuK'd  at  all  on  militar\  prowess,  its  merit, 
as  I  conceive,  belongs  mainly  to  the  subordinate 
commanders  ;  a  large  share  to  Stark,  and  a  laiger 
still  to  Arnold. 


FROM    TIIF,    I'KACK    f)F    UTiiFfllT.  'J'jl 

Nor  i.s  lliis  aiioniiily,  iraiioiiialy  it  can  ])v  Uiiiu-d,    c  li  a  i'. 
tlic  only  one  connected  witli  llie  Cjenenils  that  may        '  '^  ' 
be  remarked  in  this  caMipai^ii.      Of  all   the  events       1777. 
in  the  American  War,  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant, in  its  results,  at  least,  was  Saratoga.     Oi' 
all  the  men  in  the  American  \\'ar,  the  greatest  and 
most  important,  beyoml  all  doubt  or  parallel,  was 
Washington.     Yet  these  two  appear  wholly  uncon- 
nected.     A\'ashington   had   nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  Saratoga.     This  I  do  not  here  note  down  in 
disparagement,  or  as  lessening,  even  in  the  smallest 
degree,    the    hero's    most    just    renown,    but    as 
evincing  one  of  those  apparent  contradictions  — 
one  of  those  deficiencies  in  stage  efi'ect  —  on  which, 
more  than   on  any  other  point,    real   life  will   be 
found   to    differ    from   fiction  —  an    epic    from    a 
history. 

So  far,  indeed,  was  Washington  from  taking  any 
part  in  the  events  of  this  campaign,  that  they  were 
at  the  time  almost  studiously  concealed  from  him. 
As  Commander-in-chief  of  all  the  American  armies, 
he  had,  beyond  all  question,  a  right  to  expect  con- 
stant reports  from  Gates.  But  (Jates  belonged  to 
the  faction  of  his  ill-wishers  and  detractors,  or, 
perhaps,  might  be  regarded  as  the  chief  of  them. 
Every  one  of  his  comnumications  was  addressed  to 
Congress,  not  one  to  Washington.  I'ull  seventeen 
days  after  the  signature  of  the  Convention  he 
■wrote  to  Washington  upon  another  subject,  adding, 
as    though    it    were    a    matter    of  small    moment, 

I     2 
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V  II  A  r.    "  CoDLi^ivs.s  liaviriL:;  bi'iii    rctiiKstrd    imimdiatclv  lo 
.  "    .   "  transmit   i'opu'.s  of   all    u\\   i\v^\)d\c\\vs  to  tliciii,  I 

1T77.  '•  am  conlitK-iit  your  1!\ii1Kmic-v  lias  Ioii^l::  ''i^o 
*'  rccoivL'tl  all  the  p)Oil  news  trom  this  (juartcr." 
Now,  if'cvcii  these  tlesj)atc-lu's  had  been  transmitted 
by  Coni^ress,  which  tliev  wire  not,  there  would 
still  have  been  i:;ieat  dehiN  atliiidiiiL;  siieli  trans- 
mission, tiom  tlu'  ii'lati\c'  positions  ol"  the  Congress 
at  York  and  ol"  W  ashington  in  cam)). 

In  anotluT  manner,  also,  was  the  unfriendly 
spirit  of  Ciates  cHsplayed.  Early  in  the  campaign, 
though  ill  able  to  spare  troops,  Washington  had 
consented  to  reinforce  him  1)\'  a  corps  under 
Colonel  Morgan.  AlUr  the  battle  of  the  Braiuly- 
wine,  and  with  the  loss  of  Philaileli)hia  in  view, 
Washington  addressed  a  letter  to  Gates,  declaring 
his  own  urgent  need  of  Morgan  and  his  men.  "  I 
*•  sent  him  uj),"  writes  W  asjiinotoii,  "wlii-n  I 
•'  thought  you  mateiiallv  waiitnl  liim  ;  it'  his  ser- 
"  vices  can  bi'  disj)euseil  with  now,  you  will  direct 
•'  his  immediate  return,  ^'ou  will  j)erci'ive  I  do  not 
*'  mention  this  by  way  of  command,  but  lea\e  you 
"  to  diterniiiie  iijion  it  according  to  your  situa- 
"  lion."'  riiis  k'tti-r  was  reci'iwd  b\  (iates  while 
the  IJiitish  were  still  eii(.ami)ed  befoii'  him  on 
Hehmus's  Heights,  (^uite  j)roperly,  and  accoiiling 
lo  the  latitude  allowed  him,  he  retained  the  men 
in  (juestioii  until  the  siureniler  of  IJingoyne.      Hut 


•  Writings,   v..l.  v.  ji.  7  t.      S<  c   also   the   note  at   p.  12.">.  of 
that  volunii*. 
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after  thai  siii  rciiclrr  \\c  M'fiiird   in    no    ll:l^l^■  to  part    (    II   \  r. 
with  thoni  ;    hi-  despatcht'd  thcni  at  last  iniwilhuulv    ,     '''  '" 
and    tarchly,    thus    having    kept    them    when    they       1777. 
coukl  no  longer  be  of  service  to  him,  and  when  he 
knew  that  their  assistance  was  anxiously  required 
elsewhere. 

Under  these  circumstances  Washington  evinced 
Ills  usual  magnanimity.  lie  felt,  he  couKl  not  hut 
feel,  the  slights  put  upon  him  at  this  period  botii 
by  his  superiors  and  by  his  subordinate  —  b\  the 
Congress  and  by  Cieneral  Ciates.  IJut  he  allowed 
no  word  of  imwoilh\'  eom])]aml  to  tidi  from  hi(n. 
To  a  j)ersonal  I'riend  he  obser\ed,  "It  is  to  be 
"  ho])ed  that  all  will  yet  end  wi'll.  If  the  cause  is 
'*  advanced,  indilferent  is  it  to  me  where  or  in 
"  what  quarter  it  haj)])ens."*  To  Gates  himself 
we  find  him  wiite  in  language  of  manly  and  liaidv 
congratulation  on  the  great  event  of  Saratoga.  He 
adds  only  these  words  :  "  At  the  same  time  I 
"  cannot  but  regret  that  a  matter  of  such  mag- 
"  nitude,  and  so  interesting  to  our  general  o])er- 
**  ations,  should  have  reached  me  by  report 
*'  onlv,  or  through  the  channel  of  letters  not  bear- 
"  iniz  that  authenticity  which  the  im|)ortance  of 
"  it  required,  and  which  it  would  have  received 
"  by  a  line  under  your  signature  stating  the  simple 
*'fact."t 

*  Letter  to  Patrick  Henry,  November  13.  1777. 
t  Letter  to  General  Gates,  October  30.  1777. 
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Og.l  IMSTOllV    OV    I.NfJl.ANI) 

TIk*  i^oncroiis   trratnu'iit   of  tlii'    ^)liti>^ll    troops 
.sunoiuliMiiiLr  at  Saraloi^a  did    nol    Ioiil;-  ciulurr  ;    it 
ccascil  on  tlirir  iiMfliini^   Nrw  KuLilainl.      On   lliis 
point   Mailanic   ile   Kicdcsi'l   ai)prars  an   uncxccp- 
tionahlc  witness.     She  s))i'aks  in  the  wannest  terms 
of  the  care  and  kindness  which,  on   the  day  of  the 
capitnlation,  she  and   her  \ounL;-  eliiUhen  received 
tVoni  (ieneral  Schiiylrr.      Af  that  time  she  (hd  not 
know    liim,    l)ut    eouUl     not     iorhear    exckiimini^, 
"  Yon  are  so  very  good  to   ns,  that  I  am  sure,  sir, 
*'  vou  must  be  vourseU"  a   husband   antl  a  lather!" 
Similar    hospitality    continued    to    be    shown    her 
throu;::!)    all    the    State    of   New    York.      In    that 
countrv,    as    she  observes  in    another    })assage    of 
her  narrative,  it  would  be  deemed  almost  a  crime 
to    shut    the    door    upon    any    stranger.      Ihit    on 
entering     Massachusetts     the     scene    was     wiiolly 
changed.      There    raneoui'    against     the    loyalists 
sei'Mii'd  to  Iia\e   absoibt-d   ex ny  other   leeling.      It 
is  stateil   bv  Mailame  de  Riedesel,   that  whenever 
she  passed  in  the  streets  of  Hoston  the  female  part 
of  the  po))ulati()n  cast   upon  her  angry  looks,  and, 
in  sign   of  tluir  di>dain,  spat  on  the  ground  before 
lii-r.      A    far    worse    token   of  their  rancour  is  re- 
corded l)y  the  same  autiiority.      Tlnre  was  a  C'aj)- 
tain    Fenton,    of"   tluMr    town,    who    had    gone    to 
1-jigland,  but  had  lift  behind  his  wife  and  daughter, 
the    last  a   l)eautiful  girl  of  fifteen.      At   the   news 
that    dipt. fin     feiilon    contiiuud     taithliil     lo    the 
King,  some  women  of  the   lower  orders  seized   on 
tlu-si-    unlia|)p\    ladies,    tore    oil"  their   clothes,    and 
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tarred  ami  rcatlu'i'cd  tlu'in,  in  wliicli  coiulilioii  llit'y  ('  II  \  I* 
were  dra'j'jxed  as  a  show  around  llii'  town  !  •  ,     '     ' 


With  this  state  oC  ])oj)nlar  teehng  in  the  capital  177 
of  Massachusetts,  tlie  Britisli  tro()j)s  under  the  Con- 
vention i'ound  themselves  exposed  to  various  forms 
of  insult  or  ill-usage.  One  American  commander, 
Colonel  Ilcnlev,  was,  at  the  instance  of  I>uri;()\  lie, 
brought  to  trial  lor  his  outrageous  conduct,  ha\  inu', 
on  two  separate  occasions,  stabbed  English  soldiers 
witli  liis  own  hand,  and  made  himself,  said  Uur- 
goyne,  in  his  own  ])erson,  ])arty,  judge,  and  execu- 
tioner I  In  summing  up  tlu'  case,  the  Judge 
Advocate,  Mr.  Tudor,  eleclared,  "  I  am  an  Ameri- 
"  can,  warmly  attached  to  my  country,  and  known 
**  to  be  a  friend  to  the  ])risoncr.  Yet,"  he 
adds,  *'  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Colonel 
"  Henley  acted  in  this  affair  with  a  degree  of 
"  warmth  whicli  his  best  friends  cannot  defend." 
Nevertheless  Colonel  Henley  was  acquitted  by  the 
Court-Martial  of  his  countrymen,  and  was  even  for 
a  tew  days  reinstated  in  his  command.  The 
Englisb  officers  complained  to  their  General,  that 
six  or  seven  of  them  were  crowded  together  in  one 
small  room,  without  regard  to  their  respective 
ranks,  whereas  the  Seventh  Article  of  the  Conven- 
tion said  expressly,  "  The  oflicers  are  to  be  quar- 
"  tered  according  to  their  rank."     Burgoyne,  find- 

*  Dicnst-Iicise,  pp.  192—202.  cd.  1801.  See  also  p.  238. 
Translated  into  Englisli,  this  little  volume  has  been  published 
in  America,  and  is  highly  praised  by  Mr.  Jared  Sparks.  (Note 
to  Washington's  Writings,  vol.  vi.  p.  94.) 
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(.'  II  A  r.  i"^^  ''':i'  l»^'  coiilil  <)l)t;iin  no  ri-ilii'ss  iij)on  tlu'  s])()t, 
'^'  torwardctl  this  coinphiiiit  to  ( i;»ti  ^,  w  it  li  a  ri'inoii- 
1777.  >traiu-i',  in  wliifli  he  oIj.m'ix  itl,  that  hy  such  trcat- 
nunt  the  piihhf  liiilli  was  broktMi.  'lliis  (.'xprcssion 
was  rai^i'ily  soi/cd  iij)on  by  Congress.  They 
declared  tliat  nincli  more  was  meant  l)y  it  than 
nu't  thi'  ear.  *'  litre,"  they  said,  "  is  a  dei'j)  and 
•'  crafty  scheme  —  a  jirevions  notice  put  in  by  the 
*'  British  (leneral  to  jnstify  his  future  conduct; 
"  f»)r,  beyond  all  doubt,  he  will  think  liimself  ab- 
"  solved  from  his  obligation  whenever  released  from 
"  his  cai)ti\ity,  and  go  with  all  his  troo])s  to  rein- 
•*  force  the  arniv  (A'  Howe."  Durgoyni',  when 
informed  of  the  strange  construction  i)ut,  or  pre- 
tended to  be  ])ut,  upon  his  words,  hastened  to  ex- 
plain their  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  ))ledged 
himself  that  his  oHicers  would  join  with  him  in 
sitrninLT  anv  instrument  that  mi^ht  be  thou«xht 
necessary  for  confirming  the  Conxention.  Never- 
theless, the  Congress  would  not  recede  from  their 
first  objection.  Another  cavil  was  fomided  on  the 
hesitation  of  Hurgovne  to  send  them,  as  they 
rc(piii\'d,  though  the  tt-rnis  of  tin-  CoiU'ention  did 
not,  a  descripti\e  li-^t  of  the  non-connnissioned 
oflicers  and  ])rivates  bi'lotiging  to  his  army.  Per- 
haps, however,  a  still  superior  ingenuity  was  shown 
in  their  assertion  that  the  ('onxcntion  had  been 
alread\  \iolated  l)\  the  captive  troo])s.  The  ( 'on- 
vention  stij)nlate(l  that  the  arms  .should  be  giwn 
up  :  now  it  aj)peared  that  ceitain  cartouch-boxes 
and  other  aecoiitrements  had  been    retained.      'I'he 
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occasion  assiiiiu',  iii    tlic   liisl    place,  that   caitoucli-   » , 

boxes  must,  of  course,  be  IicKl  inchuled  iu  tlie  J""- 
teclmical  word  aij.ms  ;  and,  secondly,  that  then- 
retention  by  the  British  troops  was  a  breach  ol" 
faith  so  Hagrant  as  to  justify  the  American  Govern- 
ment in  not  111  hi  I  ling  its  share  in  the  treaty.  The 
result  of  all  these  devices  was  a  jjositivc  refusal  to 
allow  the  endiarkation  of  the  Hritish  troo])s  from 
JJoston,  when  within  a  few  weeks,  and  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  Convention,  (ieneral  Ilowe 
sent  trans])orts  t()r  that  puipose.  iit-reupon  J)IM- 
goyne  acKlressed  a  letter  to  the  Congress,  vindi- 
cating his  own  conduct,  and  insisting  on  a  due 
execution  of  the  terms  allowed  him.  The  Con- 
gress, on  consideration  of  this  letter,  merely  passed 
anotlier  Resolution,  adhering  to  their  tirst.  'Hiey 
declared,  however,  that  they  had  not  refused,  but 
onlv  delayed  the  shipment ;  and  a  distinction  was 
drawn,  such  as  Escobar  himself  might  have  seen 
cause  to  envy,  between  the  suspension  of  a  treaty 
and  its  abrogation.*  Nevertheless  when,  shortly 
afterwards,  Burgoyne  himself,  and  several  other 
of  the  Convention  officers,  asked  leave  to  go  home, 
either  on  account  of  their  ill-health  or  their  private 


*  Sec  Dr.  R;imsay's  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  57.  It  i-s  i.lain  from 
this  that  Beaumarchais  did  not  exaggerate  his  satire,  when  he 
makes  his  Figaro  exclaim  to  Barlholo :  "  Doutez  vous  de  ma 
*' probite,  Monsieur?  Vos  ecntccus!  j'aimerais  mieux  vou3 
"  les  devoir  toutc  nia  vie  que  de  les  nicr  un  seul  instant  I " 
(Le  Barbicr  de  Seville,  acte  iii.  scene  5.) 
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CHAP,  aniiir.s.   tliat    ))l^mi^^i()ll,    iinoU  iiii:;   no   sacrifice   to 
^  the  Anu'iirans,  was  n-adilv  acconlid  tlicm. 

1777.  Tlir   precise   terms    in    wliieli   the   Congress  ex- 

])resseil  tlieir  last  iletennination  were  as  foMows  : 
"  Ilesolveil,  therefore,  that  tlu>  embarkation  of 
"  Lieutenant-Cieneral  Hurpnne,  ami  the  troops 
"  miller  his  connnanil,  he  siisj)encletl,  until  a  ilis- 
"  tiiiet  anil  ])ri)j)er  ratification  of  tlie  Convention 
"  sliail  be  j)roperly  notified  by  the  Court  of  (Jreat 
"  Britain  to  Congress."  It  was  greatly  hojietl  that 
no  sucli  ratification  coulil  or  would  be  given,  as 
involving  an  acknowk'dgment  of  the  independent 
aiitliority  of  tlie  insurgents.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  year,  the  l)iitish  Commis- 
sioners in  America  did  ofier  tliat  ratification  in  the 
most  ample  terms.  Kven  then  the  ingenuity  of 
Contrress  was  bv  no  means  vet  exhausted.  Thev 
passed  other  Resolves,  declining  to  aceej)!  tlie  Rati- 
fication fiom  powers  which  they  said  could  only 
reach  the  case  of  Saratoga,  *'  by  construction  and 
'•implication!"  But  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
attemj)t  anv  fiuther  ti^  uiira\el  thread  by  thread 
all  this  tangled  wib  of  I'hieaiiery.  It  miglit  in  one 
sentence  suflice  to  say,  that,  whilst  the  Convention 
ex|)ressly  stipulated  that  the  British  troops  at  Sara- 
toga should  be  free  to  embark  for  Ijigland,  and  to 
serve  again  in  any  part  of  the  world  but  North 
America,  those  troops  were,  in  fact,  kept  back 
during  sevi-ral  vears  as  ])ris()iiers  of  war. 

Connected  with    these   proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress, there   i>  one   thing   not   a    little    reiiKiikable. 
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GciiLMal  \\'asliinL;(()ii,  in  his   U'llers   to  tlicin,  oi-   to   c  \\  ,\  i-. 
liis    fricmls,    may    \)v    <)I)s(r\ cd    to     discuss    other  .    ''^  '•   ^ 
matters   l)()tli   fiilly  and   iiccly.     To   this,    on    the       1777. 
contrary,    ho   ict'cMS  as   seldom   as   possible;    then 
toucliing  npon  it  with  tlic  utmost  brevity  and  dry- 
ness, and,   as    it   seems    to   me,   distaste.      ^\'hell 
addressed    iii)()n    the   subject    hy   (ieneral    IIowi', 
"  I   ha\e  only,"  says  he  in  rej)ly,  "  to   infoini  you 
"  that  this  is  a  matter  in  which    I   luu'e  never  had 
**  the  least  direction  ;   it  lie- wholly  with  Congress; 
**  and  the  proposals  you  make  on  this  head  must 
•*  be  submitted  to  them."  *      Me  may  easily  con- 
ceive,  indeed,   how  a    man    so   upright   and   high- 
minded  may  have  felt  on  this  transaction.     It  has 
been  usual   to  consider  the  events  of  Saratoga  as 
fraught   only   with    humiliation    to    England,   and 
with  glory  to  America.     Yet,  should  these  pages 
chance  to  be  perused  by  any  man,   neither  a  sub- 
ject of  the  former  nor  yet  a  citizen  of  the  latter 
State,  I  would  request  that  man  here  to  pause,  and 
to  ask  himself  the  question,  to  which  of  these  two 
great  conntries  he  would  sooner,  were  the  choice 
before   him   on    that    occasion    have    belonged,  — 
whether  to   the  country  whose  soldiers  were   re- 
pulsed   and    overpowered,    and    compelled   to    lay 


*  See  Wa^lilngton's  Writings,  vul.  v.  pp.  212.  221.  234. 
How  ftxr  ;Mr.  Sparks  may  have  either  garbled  these  passages, 
or  supprcsscil  others,  I  know  not.  ]SIr.  Adolphus  says  that 
"  "Washington  remonstrated  with  i'orco  and  firmness  against 
"  this  national  act  of  dishonour."  (I list.  vol.  iii.  p.  99.  ed. 
1802.) 
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(' II  A  r.   down  tluir  amis,  or  w  lu-tlu  r  to  t  lial  otlior  coimf  r\ , 

^ '       tlun  \  it'torioiis,  wliosr    statcvMiKii    lUlihcrati'lv   and 

1777.  willulK,  and  with  tluir  r\iN  o])(.'n  to  the  consc- 
quriicrs,  l)r(>kc  the  jdiujhtc'd  faith  on  which,  and 
on  which  aloius  that  suncniU'r  wa^  niailc. 

Uc\crtin«;  lo  the  Conrt  ol"  >t.  .lanics's,  Kin^ 
Cicorge  0])tMie(l  Parlianunt  in  person,  on  Tiiursday 
thi-  'JOth  of  Xovcnihcr.  \\\  that  time  tlio  diOi- 
cnltii'N  ot'  Huri^oync  were  known  ;  hut  not  as  yet 
his  disaster  and  eaj)ituIation.  'Inhere  was  an  eau;er 
expectation  ot"  tlie  ap])earance  ol"  Lord  Cliatliam, 
whose  health  was  understood  to  be  perfectly  re- 
stored. ( )n  that  subject,  his  confidential  friend, 
Lord  Camden,  had  written  as  follows,  to  the  Duke 
cf  (Irafton  :  "His  intention  is  to  oj)pose  the 
"  Aililress,  and  ileclare  his  oj)inion  \v\'\  directly 
'*  apiinst  the  war,  and  to  achisi-  the  recalling  of 
"  the  tro(ij)s,  and  thiii  proposi-  terms  of  accommo- 
"  tlation,  wheri'in  he  would  be  wry  liberal  and 
"  indulgent,  with  only  one  reserve  and  exce))tion  ; 
"  namelv,  that  of  subjection  to  the  niother- 
"  country  ;  for  he  newr  could  bring  himself  to 
"subscribe  tf>  the  indi'pi'udence  of  AnuMica. 
"  '^hi.^  in  iii'iieial  will  be  his  line,  and  this  he  will 
"  pursue,  cM-n  if  he  is  alone."  •  'Hie  Marl  did 
accordingly  appear  in  his  place,  and  move  an 
amendment,  entn-ating  ami  ailvising  His  Majesty 
to  lose  no  time  in   j)roposing  the  innneiliute  ccssa- 


•  I>ctlcr,    OctolxT    '2\>.    1777.       (Martori     ]MSS.,    nriil    Ix)nl 
('oiii|iIkU''*  Lives  of  the  Clianccllors,  vwl.  v.  ji.  30l. 
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tion   oi"  hostilities  in    North  Anu'iiia,    in    order  to    ('  ll  A  P. 

open    a  treat V   tor    the   redress  of  <;rie\aiiees,  and   , '     '    . 

the  restoration  of  peace      In   his  speech,  he  drew       1777. 

a  most  alarming  ])ictnre  of  onr  nfditary  prospects. 

lie    adverted,    among    lA\\cv    ])()ints,    to    wliat    he 

termed   "  tlie  snfferings  and,  i)erlia))s,  total   loss  of 

*'  tiie  northern  force  ;  "  an  expression  which,  some 

time  afterwards,  when  the  news  of  Saratoga  came, 

was  much  extolled,  as  a  proof  of  his  great  foresight 

and  sagacity.*     *'  My  Lords,"  continned  Chatham, 

'*  you  cannot  conquer  America.     Vou  may  swell 

**  every  ex])ense  and  every  etl'ort  still  more  extra- 

*'  vaganlK  ;    |)ile  ami  accumulate  every  assistance 

*'  you  can  buy  or  borrow  ;   trallic  and  barter  with 

«i  every  little  pitiful  German  ])rincc  that  sells  and 

*'  sends   his  subjects  to  the   shambles  of  a  foreign 

**  power  ;   but   your  efforts  are  for   ever  vain  anil 

"  impotent  ;  ^-  doubly  so,  from  this  mercenary  aid 

"  on   which   you    rely ;   for   it  irritates,    to   an   in- 

•'  curable  resentment,  the  minds  of  your  enemies. 

"  To  overrun   them   with   the   mercenary   sons  of 

*'  rapine  and   ])lunder  ;   devoting   them   and    tlieir 

"  possessions   to  tiie   rapacity  of  hireling  cruelty  ! 

"  If  I  were  an  American,  as  I  am  an  Englishman, 

"  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed  in  my  country, 

"I   never   would   lay  down    my   arms  —  never  — 

"  never  —  never ! 

*  Pari.  Hist.,  vol.  xix.  p.  363.  It  is  remarkable  tliat  the 
sarae  foresight  was  shown  by  Washington.  On  the  29th  of 
September,  we  iind  him  ob.servc  :  "  I  think  we  may  count  upon 
"  the  total  ruin  of  Burgoyne."     (Writings,  vol.  v.  p.  75.) 


'MVJ  HISTORY  or  r.N(;r,ANn 

(  II  \  \\  "  Diit,  inv  I.oiils,  who  i>  iIk'  man  tliat  in  acKli- 
'  "^  '  "  tion  to  tliivM'  (lis;xraccs  and  niischicrs  of  our 
1777.  "  arniv,  lias  ilarcd  to  authorise  and  associate  to 
"  our  arms  the  tomahawk  anil  scalpini::  knife  of 
"  the  savai^e  ?  To  call  into  civilised  alliance  the 
'•  wilil  anil  inhinnan  savage  of  the  woods;  to  dele- 
*'  gate  to  the  merciless  Indian  the  defence  of  dis- 
*'  puted  rights  ;  and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his 
"  barbarous  war  against  our  brethren  ?  My  Lords, 
"  these  enormities  cry  aloud  for  redress  and 
"  ))unishment  —  unless  thoroughly  done  away,  it 
"  will  be  a  .stain  on  the  national  character. 

'*  The  independent  views  of  America  iiave  been 
"  stated  and  asserted,  as  the  foundation  of  this 
•'  Address.  My  Lords,  no  man  wishes  for  the 
"  line  dependence  of  America  on  this  country 
*'  more  than  1  do.  To  preserve  it,  and  not  con- 
"  tirm  that  state  of  independence  into  which  \our 
•*  measures   hitherto   have  dri\en   them,  is   the  ob- 

*'  ject  which  we  ought  to  unite  in  attaining 

•'  America  is  in  ill-humour  with  France,  on  some 
"  j)oint.s  that  ha\e  not  entirely  answered  iier  ex- 
"  j)ectations  ;  let  us  wisily  take  advantage  of 
"  every  ))ossibIe  moment  of  reconciliation,  lie- 
"  siiles,  the  natural  dis])osition  of  America  herself 
*'  still  leans  towards  Ijigland  :  to  the  old  habits  of 
**  connexion  and  mutual  interest  that  united  both 
*'  countries.  This  was  the  established  sentiment 
"  of  all  the  continent  ;  and  still,  m\-  Lords,  in  the 
**  great  and  princi])al  part,  the  sound  j)art  of 
•*  America,   this    wise   and   atl'ectionate   disposition 
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'*  prevails  ;   and   tlicMc   is  a  vcMy   C()iisi(li'ral)k'   ])ail   c  n  \  r. 

**  of  AiiU'iica    yet   sound  —  tlie    niiddlc    and    tin-  ^ '     ' 

"  southern  provinces.     Some  j)arts  may  i)e  factious      i:::. 

**  and  blind  to  their  true  interests  ;   hut  if  we  e\- 

"  press  a  wise  and  benevolent  disjiosition  to  com- 

*'  UHUiicate  witli    them   those   immutal)k'   rights  of 

"  Nature,    and    those    Constitutional     liberties    to 

"  which  they  are  ccpially  entitled  with   ourselves; 

**  by  a  conduct  so  just  and  lumiaue,  we  siiall  con- 

•'  firm  the  favourable,  and  conciliate  the  adverse. 

•'  As  to  the  dispositions  of  fbreiu;!!  jjowers,  which 
**  is  asserted  in  tlie  Sj)eech  tVom  the  Throne  to  be 
*'  pacific  and  friendly,  let  us  judge,  my  Lortls, 
*'  rather  by  their  actions,  and  the  nature  of"  thini!;s, 
**  thau  by  interested  assertions.  The  uniform 
*'  assistance  supplied  to  America  by  France,  sug- 
"  gests  a  ditfcrent  conclusion  ;  the  most  important 
"  interests  of  France  in  aggrandising  and  enrich- 
*'  ing  herself  with  what  she  most  wants  —  supplies 
"of  every  naval  store — from  America,  must  in- 
"  spire  her  with  difierent  sentiments.  The  cxtraor- 
"  dinarv  ])rej)arations  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  by 
"  land  and  bv  sea,  irom  Dinikiik  to  tlie  Straits, 
"  equally  readv  and  willing  to  overwhelm  these 
"  defenceless  islands,  should  rouse  us  to  a  sense 
"  of  their  real  disposition,  and  of  our  own  danger. 
"  Not  .;C)0()  troops  in  J^ngland  !  —  hardly  .^OOO  in 
"  Ireland!  M'hat  can  we  o])pose  to  the  combined 
"  force  of  our  enemies  ?  Scarcely  twenty  ships  of 
**  the  line  fully  or  sufficiently  manned,  that  any 
'*  Admiral's  reputation  would  permit  him  to  take 
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"  tlu'  coinmaiul  of.  'I'lii'  ri\i-r  o\'  Li.slx)!)  In  llu* 
'*  j)().s.scssioM  ol"  our  iiuinu^!*  Tlic  seas  swept 
*'  bv  the  Aiuerieaii  })ri\ateei>  ;  our  ('liannel  trade 
"torn  to  ))ieees  l)y  tluni!  In  tln>  eoniplicated 
"  eri>is  of  ilani,aT,  ^veakne^.s  at  lionie,  and  ealaniily 
♦•  al)road  —  nnal)le  to  aef  in  Anieriea,  or  aetin^ 
"  onlv  to  l)e  lU'.stroycd  —  where  is  the  man  with 
"  the  forehead  to  j)romise  or  ho|)e  for  success  in 
"  siicli  a  situation,  or  from  perseverance  in  tlic 
"  measures  that  luivo  ilriven  ns  to  it  ?  ^^'ho  has 
"  the  foreheail  to  ilo  so?  Mhere  is  that  man?  1 
"  .sliould  he  ij,iad  to  see  liis  face  I  " 

In  tlie  debate  which  ensued,  Lord  Shclbiirne, 
Lord  Camden,  and  the  DuUe  of  Cirafion,  spoke  in 
favour  of  Lord  Chatham's  amendment.  The 
liillicult  ta>k  of  answerinu,-  him  devohed  ujion 
LokU  \\'e\  mouth,  Sulfoik,  and  Sandwich.  The 
latter  ileciared  that  thi'  iuunl)i'i-  of  our  >\u\)>  lit  for 
immediate  service  iiad  been  grossly  umlerrateil. 
"  We  have  now,"  said  the  I'irst  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miraltv,  "  fortv-two  ships  of  the  line  in  commission 
"inCreat  Britain;  lhirty-fiM>  of  which  are  com- 
"  pleteis   mamied,  and   ready  for  sea  at  a  nfmute's 

"  warnini: I   do  not  believe   that   France 

"  or  .S|)ain  entertain  any  hostile  disposition  towards 
"■  Us;    bill,  ni\    Lords,  from  what    I  lia\e  now  sub- 


•  Tliis  refers  to  the  recent  full  of  tli.;  Mar.inis  <1.'  romlml, 
one  of  the  fir.-.t  eiV.'ets  of  wliicli  was  a  thontuijli  reconciliatinn, 
and  nn  it  wns  f.-are<l,  tlion^^li  it  «li<l  not  prove  so,  an  entire  union 
of  counciU  between  the  Courts  of  PortULral  an-l  Spain.  Sec 
the  Ann.  Kegi&t.  1777,  p.  182. 
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"  mitU'd    (()    \()ii,   1    am    aiit li()ri'>('(l    to   alliiin    tliat    (    ii   \i'. 
*'  our    iia\  V  is    more    than  a    match  lor   that  of  the  .  . 


**  whole  House  of  IJourhon."  ll  mav  l)e  ol)>(rvi'(l  1777. 
in  passing,  that,  the  controversy  as  to  the  numhcrs 
of  our  ships  was  renewed  hv  Lord  (liatham,  on 
anotlier  day,  in  tiie  House  of  Lords,  and  by 
several  Members  upon  the  Navy  Estimates,  in  the 
House  of  Commons.* 

Lord  Suffolk,  in  iiis  speech,  imdertook  to  de- 
fend the  em|)l()yment  of  the  savages.  "  The 
*'  Congress,"  said  he,  "  endeavoured  to  l)ring  the 
"  Indians  over  to  their  side  ;  and  if  we  had  not 
"  employed  them,  they  wouKl  moNl  certainly  ha\e 
**  acted  against  us."  Tliis  statement,  wiiich  at 
the  time  was  doubted  or  denied,  has  been,  it  nuist 
be  owned,  in  no  small  degree  borne  out  by  the 
documents  that  have  subsequently  come  to  light. 
Even  several  months  hiter,  we  find  the  Congress 
in  treaty  to  engage  several  parties  of  Indians  in 
their  service. t  But  instead  of  merely  alleging 
this  fact  in  mitigation,  and  defending  the  course 
pursued  as  the  least  of  two  great  evils.  Lord 
Suffolk  took  up  higher  grounil,  and  went  the 
lenjrth  of  declarini2:  that  we  were  lullv  iustitied  in 
exerting  "every  means  to  repel  the  attempts  of  our 

*  Pari.  Ili.-t.,  vol.  xix.  pp.  4.'A).  477,  &c. 

f  See  "Washington's  "NVriting.-i,  vol.  v.  p.  273.,  anJ  Appendix 
to  vol.  iii.  p.  494.  "  Divesting  them,"  says  "VVasliington,  "  of 
"  the  savage  customs  exercised  in  their  wars  against  each  other, 
"  I  think  they  may  be  made  of  excellent  use  as  scouts  and 
"  li'^ht  troops,  mixed  with  our  own  parties."  But  what  more 
did  the  English  ever  design  or  desire  ? 
VOL.  vr.  \ 
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C  HAT.   "  rebellions  siihjrcts  —  v\v\\  means  that  (iod  and 

'^  '       "  Natnie  lia\  i-  put  into  our  liamU  !  "  —  'JMiese  last 

t       

1777.      words   called    np    Lord   Clialliani    to   re])l}' :    "My 

*'  Lorils,    I    dill    not    intend    to    have    encroached 

♦♦  apiin  npon  your  attention  j   but  1  cannot  repress 

'•  niv  indignation — I  feel  myself  ini|)elled  by  every 

"  dutv.      ^\  e  are  called   upon,  as  members  of  this 

"  House,   as    men,    as    Christian    men,    to    protest 

••  atrainst  such  notions  standini::  near  the  Throne, 

"  ])olluting  the   ear  of  Majesty.      '  That  God  and 

"  '  Xattne    have    pnl    into    our    hands  I  '      I    know 

*'  not  what   ideas  that    Loril  may  entertain  otCiod 

"  and  Nature  ;   but   J   know  that  such  abominable 

"  j)rineiples  are  eipially  abhorrent  to  reli^non  and 

"  humanity.      What  !   to  attribute  the  sacred  sanc- 

"  tion  of  (iod  and  Nature  to  the  massacres  of  the 

*•  Indian  scalpin;^^  knife  —  to  the  cannibal  savage, 

♦♦  torturiuij;,     nuuilerinii",    roasting,    and     eating  — 

"  literally,     my      I.orcU,     eating  —  the     mangled 

"  victims  of  his  barbarous  battles! 

*'  These   abominable   ])rincii)les,    and   this    more 

"  abominable   avowal   of  them,  demand   the   most 

"  decisive    inihgnation.       I    call    u])()n    that   Right 

"  Keverenil    liainl,    tliost-    holy    ministers    of    the 

*'  (iospel  and  pious  pa^t()^s  of  our  Ciiurch  ;    I  con- 

"  jure  them  to  join  in  the  holy  woik,  and  \indicate 

"the    religion    of    their    (Jod;     I    ai)peal    to    the 

♦'  \Ni.sdom  and   the   law  of  this   Lc-anied    Hench   to 

••  defend  and  support  the  justice  of  theii'  country. 

*•  I    call    upon    the    Bishops    to    interpose    the   un- 

•*  sullii-d  sanetity  of  their  lawn  — uj)on  the  Judges 
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'*  to  iiitcrj)().sc  tlic  i)nril}  of  llicir  c-rmiiic,  to  save   C  II  A  I*. 

'*  us  from  this  ])oIliition.      I  call   uj)()n   the  iioiioiir  ^ "     '   , 

"  of  your  Lordships  to   rovc'iciice   the  (hi^nity  ot"      1777. 

•*  your  ancestors  and  to  maintain  your  own  ;    I  call 

"  upon  the  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country  to 

*' yindicate  the  national  character;    I    invoke  the 

"  genius  of  the  Constitution.      From   tiie  tapestry 

"  that  adorns  these  walls  the  immortal   ancestor  of 

"  tiiis  Noble  Lord  (the  Karl  of  l>llin<>ham)  frowns 

'*  witii  indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his  country.* 

•*  In  vain   lie  led  vour  victorious  fleet  against  the 

*'  boasted  Armada  of  Spain  ;   in  vain  he  defended 

"  and    estahlisiied    the    honour,    the    liberties,    the 

"  religion,  the  Protestant   religion  of"  this  country, 

'•  against  the  arbitrary  cruelties  of  Popery  and  the 

'*  Inquisition,  if  these  more  than  Poj)ish  cruelties 

**  and  Inquisitorial  ])ractices  are  let  loose   among 

•'  us ;  to  turn   forth   into  oiu'  settlements,  among 

*'  our   ancient    connexions,  friends  and    relations, 

"  the  merciless  cannibal  thirsting  for  the  blood  of 

"man,   woman,   and    child! — to    send    forth    the 

"infidel   savage  —  against  whom? — your  Protest- 


•  This  appeal  to  the  tapestry  hangings,  which  has  been 
often  quoted  ami  justly  adniirLHl,  was  not  entirely  original.  AVc 
may  trace  the  germ  ot'  it  in  Lord  Chatham's  own  mind,  at  an 
earlier  period  (Corresp.  vol.  iv.  p.  55.)  ;  and  thirty-two  years 
before  this  speech,  Lord  Chesterfield  had  made  a  similar  allusion 
in  reference  to  the  war  of  that  time.  According  to  Horace 
"Walpole,  "he  turned  with  a  most  rhetorical  allusion  to  the 
"  tapestry,  and  said  with  a  sigh,  that  he  feared  there  were  no 
"  historical  looms  at  work  now  !  "  (To  G.  Montagu,  July  13. 
1745.) 
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CHAT,    "ant    l)i(tliri'ii  ;    to    lav    wa.stf    fluir    comitrv  ;    to 

, '    '•   ,   '*  ili'>()lati'  lliiir  ilwollings,  aiul  extirpate  their  race 

i:::.       '*  and  iianie  !  " 

From  the  extrac-ts,  \)\\v\'  and  inipi'rfc'Ct  thouf^h 
thi'v  1)1',  whiih  I  liavc  given  of  Lord  Chatham's 
spccehe>,  it  will  i)e  seen  how  little  eitlier  age  or 
sickness  had  heen  ai)le  to  (inench  his  fire.  Tlie 
Duke  ofCirafton  tlius  speaks  in  his  Memoirs:  — 
*'  It  wonUl  he  useless  to  attem})t  to  deserihe  the 
"  brilliancy  of  Lord  Chatham's  powers  as  an  orator 
•'  on  this  memorable  occasion,  for  no  relation  can 
••  give  more  than  a  faint  idea  of  what  he  really 
"  disi)laved.  In  this  debate  he  exceeded  all  that 
"  1  had  e\er  admired  in  liis  speaking."  This  the 
Duke  savs  more  esj)ecially  of  Chatham's  first 
speech;  while  of  the  splendid  burst  in  reply  — 
wholly  unj)remeditated  as  it  must  have  been  —  iiis 
Grace  declares  that  it  "  ap))eared  to  me  to  surpass 
•'  all  that  wi-  iia\i'  vwv  lieaid  of  the  celebrated 
*'  orators  of  (i  recce  or  Ivon)e."* 

Notwithstanding  its  blaze  of  s])lendid  elocpience, 
this  re])lv  was  not  deemed  entirely  conclusive. 
Karl  (iower  rose  to  exi)ress  his  wonder  that  those 
who    had    the    conduct    of   the     la.st    war    siiould 


•  See  in  my  Appendix  an  extract  from  tlic  MS,  Memoirs, 
headed  "  Lord  Cliuthain  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  1777."  The 
rejKirts  of  Lord  Chatham's  speeches  in  this  debate,  appear  far 
HUporior  to  most  (dhcrs  of  the  t^niua  pi-riod  ;  they  were  supplied 
by  Mr.  Hugh  lioyd.  In  Almon'a  Hegister  the  whole  spirit 
fvapornteB. 
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forget   the   nu-niis  hv  wliicli    it  was  condtictcd,  and   c  11  A  !'. 

now    coiuleiuii    llic    measure's    tliey    liad    ronncily   ^ , 

authorised,  adding  that  Indians  had  hecn  employed       1777. 
on  our  side  chirini;-  the  former  campaigns  in  Canachi, 
that  presents   luul   been   given,  and   treaties   made 
with  them.      Vp  started   Lord  Cliatham  again  :  — 
"  I  do  not   forget,"  he  cried;    "  I  well   know  they 
*'  had  been  employed,  for  the  necessary  purpose  of 
**  war  as   1  ])resume,  and  not  to  be  stretched  far 
**  and  wide  for  murder  and  massacre,  and  all  their 
"  concomitant    horrors.      If  the    previous    use    of 
**  them  by  the  French,  our  natural  ent-my,  anil  the 
"  inevitable  necessities  of  our  army  obliged  us  to 
•'  employ  them   in   military  purposes  to  scour  the 
"  countrv,   or  cover  our  flanks,   the  General   who 
"  then  commanded  and  acted  from  those  necessities 
*'  — the  General  wiio  has  now  a  seat  among  your 
*•  Lordships  —  will    account    for    them.      To  that 
**  General,    here  present,    I   appeal.      Upon    that 
'♦  General,  I  call  to  declare  whether  the  administra- 
*♦  tion  in  that  war  ever  directed  or  authorised   the 
•*  use  of  the  savages?     AVhcther  ever  a  line  from 
♦'  office  had  given  that  measure  a  i)ublic  or  official 
"sanction?"     Lord   Amherst,   thus    called    upon, 
could    not    forbear    to    rise,   but  rose    with    great 
embarrassment.    He  had  been  the  General,  he  was 
still   the    friend,  of  Chatham  ;    but,   on    the   other 
hand,   he   now    stood    high    in    the    confidence    of 
Ministers,  who  shortly  before  had  made  him  a  Peer, 
and  who  shortlv  afterwards  made  him  Commander- 
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(11  \  r.  in-cliii't'.*  Ill  \'v\v  Itrirt"  words,  he  saiil  that 
(.Hitainiv  Iiuhans  iiad  \)vv\\  I'lnnlovocl  ilmiiii'  the 
1777.  I;i>t  war  in  Anuiii-a;  that  thi-v  had  hccn  iMii])loycd 
by  both  siilcs  ;  tliat  jjcrhaps  hoth  sides  iiiii^ht  have 
been  in  tlie  wrong  ;  l)iit  that  lie  thd  not  iinjMite 
any  sanction  or  k?io\vledge  of  their  use  to  the 
adniinistration  ot  tliat  day.  Lord  Townshend,  who, 
on  tlie  dealli  ot  Wolfe,  had  succeeded  to  his  post, 
supplieii  a  more  anij)Ie  explanation.  "  The  case  was 
"  this  ;  M.  de  Montcalm  emj)loved  them  early  in  the 
•'  war,  whicii  })ut  us  under  the  necessity  of  doing 
"  the  same  ;  but  they  were  never  employed  in  the 
"  army  I  commanded  but  to  assist  the  troops  in 
'*  the  laborious  ser\iccs  necessarily  attending  an 
"  army ;  they  were  never  under  military  com- 
'•  mand,  nor  arrayed  for  military  purposes." — The 
controversy  did  not  end  here,  but  was  renewed  in 
the  House  with  no  less  acrimouv  on  another  day. 
At  the  request  of  Loid  C'liathani,  there  were  sup- 
j)lied  to  him  copies  of  his  instructions  to  the 
(jenerals  in  Canada,  and  of  their  despatches  bear- 
ing on  this  jxiint.  From  these  ])apers  it  apj)ears 
that  (jeiieral  Anilu-rst  had,  on  one  occasion,  been 
dcsireil  to  keep  a  constant  correspondence  with 
the  Indians,  and  emleavour  *'  to  engage  them  to 
•'  take  ])art  and  act  with  our  forces  in  all  opera- 
"  tions  as  he  should  jutlge  most  expeilient;"   but 

•  A  ft'wd.iysoiily  Ixfun;  tliifl  dtbatc,  wc  (iiid  in  a  letter  from 
.Mr.  Lanr«-I.»t  Brown,  who  had  just  seen  the  King:  "  Tlic  Court 
"  wil-voitttile  Ih  IjorA  Amherst."  ( To  the  Countess  of  Chatham, 
November  11.  1777.) 
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that    these    ()|)erati()ns    liad    hccii    liinilcil    in    the   (    ii  \  i'. 

niaiiiier  Lord  'rowiishciul  described  ;    and   that   at        '"^  '" 

« , ' 

the  close  of  (he  campaign  Mr.  Pitt  had  hccn  ahh-  1777. 
to  express  tlie  great  pleasure  witli  which  His 
Majesty  had  learnt  "  that  ihroiigli  the  good  order 
*'  kept  by  Sir  M'illiam  .lohnsoii  among  the  Indians, 
**  no  act  of  cruehy  lias  stained  the  histre  of  the 
**  British  arms."* 

The  Amendment  which  Lonl  Chatham  had 
moved  to  the  Adch'ess  was,  on  a  division,  rejected 
by  a  large  majoritv  —  \)1  against  'JS.  In  the 
Commons  an  Amendment  in  the  same  words  was 
brought  forward  by  his  friend  and  follower,  the 
young  Marcpiis  of  (iranby,  seconded  by  Lord  .John 
Cavendish.  It  gave  rise  to  a  long  ilebate,  in 
wliich  Burke  and  Fox  i)nt  fortii  their  powers  ;  but 
here  also  a  large  majority  —  'Jl-'3  to  SG  —  declared 
against  it. 

There  was  another  incident  disclosing  one  main 
defect  of  Lord  North's  administration  at  this  time 
—  the  want  of  an  able  and  steadfast  coadjutor  in 
the  Lords.  On  tlu'  '■IwiX  of  December  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  moved  for  certain  papers.  Lord 
Sutiblk  had  determined  to  resist  the  motion,  but 
finally  gave  way,  close  pressed  by  another  burst  of 


*  See  a  note  to  tlic  Chatham  Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  477.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  on  General  Amherst  being  created  a  Peer  in 
1776,  he  had  chosen  as  one  of  his  supporters  "on  the  sinister, 
"  a  Canadian  war-Indian,  holding  in  his  exterior  hand  a  statF 
"  argent,  thereon  a  hmuan  scalp,  proper."  (Collins's  Peerage, 
vol.  viii.  p.  176.  ed.  1812.) 

X    4 
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(' 11  A  r.  I'loqiicnci'  iVom  ( 'liatliam.  ( )n  tlii'  sanu>  day  the 
''^  '■  sanu'  motion  was  madi'  1)\  .Mr.  I'ox  in  tlu'  C'oiii- 
i:::.  nion>.  It  was  warinlv  ii'sistnl,  l)()th  by  llic  Prime 
MiiiistiT  ami  the  Attonicy-CiciuMal.  The  hitter 
was  still  speaking'  ai;aiiist  it  when  the  news  came 
in,  ami  was  (piiekly  whisj)ereil  tVoni  hench  to 
l)i'neh,  that  the  \  ery  ))a|)ers  in  (juestion  had  just 
l)een  uranteil  in  the  olhi-r  House.  A  general 
titter  ran  along  the  lank.s  ot"  ()j)i)o.sition.  Thurlow 
was  liisconcerted  for  a  moment,  hut  lor  a  moment 
onlv.  With  characteristic  sturdine.ss  and  awful 
tVown,  he  cried,  "Here,  then,  I  ([iiit  tiie  defence 
"  ot"  the  (iovernment.  Let  Ministers  do  as  tliey 
"  ))lease  in  this,  or  any  other  House,  1,  as  a 
'*  Member  ot'  Parliament,  will  never  give  my  vote 
"  for  making  public  the  circumstances  of  a  nego- 
'*  tiation  during  its  progress!"  Warmed  by  this 
example,  Lord  North  also  ileclared  that,  whatever 
might  lia\  t'  |)asM.il  I'lsewhere,  he  sliould  adhere  to 
his  own  oj)inion  ;  and  under  such  ausj)ices  tlie 
motion  was  rejected  by  a  large  majoritv. 

Such  were  the  views,  and  such  the  numbers  of 
the  rival  partii's,  when,  in  the  night  of  the  'Jml 
of  December,  there  came,  like  a  thunder-stroke, 
the  nt'Ws  of  Hurgoy lie's  surrender.  It  came  at 
first  as  a  mere  unauthorised  rumour,  having  been 
l)r()ught  to 'I'iconderoga  by  till"  reports  of  deserters, 
ami  from  Ticonderoga  traiismittrd  to  (v>uebec. 
^  et  even  the  i\y->\  lumour  ga\-e  ii>e  to  keen  de- 
bates in  both  Houses.  On  the  Jrd,  Mr.  !'o\  moved 
for    copies    of  all    instructions    and    other    i)a|)ers 
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relative   to   {\\c   ('\j)('(liti()n    from  ( 'aiiada.      (  )ii   tin-   (n  \  p. 

5  til,  11  similar  motion  in  tlu'  IV-crs  was  l)roiiulit  for-  ^ ''^  ' 

ward  l)V  till'  I'lail  oi"  ( "liatliam,  givin;^  him  occasion  1777. 
for  anotlicr  long  and  cUxiUcnt  i)liili])])ic.  In  both 
cases  the  Ministers  might  justly  call  iijx)!!  Parlia- 
ment to  suspend  its  judgment,  as  they  must  their 
own,  until  the  more  authentic  tidings  were  11'- 
ceived. 

At  length,  after  twelve  days  of  anxious  expecta- 
tion, there  came  by  way  of  Canada  a  duplicate 
of  Burgoyne's  despatch  from  All)any  ;  later  still, 
Lord  Petersham,  with  the  tirst  draft,  arrived  fi«>m 
New  "I'ork.  Already  there  had  lallcii  from 
Lord  North  some  hints  of  conciliation  with  the 
colonies,  and  he  had  declared  that  after  the  holi- 
days he  would  move  the  House  to  consider  what 
concessions  might  be  proper  to  be  made  the  basis 
of  a  treaty.*  Hap])ily  for  the  (Jovernmeiit  the 
usual  period  of  the  Christmas  adjournment  was  at 
hand  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
Chatham  in  the  Lords,  of  Burke  and  Fox  in  the 
Commons,  it  was  decided  thai  J'arliament  should 
not  meet  again  for  business  until  the  '^^oth  of 
January.     This  seasonable  interval  gave  the  Minis- 


*  It  is  very  remarkable  that  on  the  very  tiny  before  the  first 
news  of  Saratoga  came,  Gibbon  wrote  as  follows  to  Holroyd, 
from  tiie  House  of  Commons  :  "  Tliere  seems  to  be  an  universal 
'■  desire  for  peace,  even  on  the  most  humble  condition?.  Arc 
"  you  still  fierce?  "  (Miscdl.  \Vorks,  vol.  ii.  p.  2Ui.  cd.  1814.) 
See  also  in  my  Appendix,  Mr.  Fox's  two  Letters  to  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  of  Dec.  12.  and  16.  1777. 


311  nisToin    oi    knci.am) 

(•  II  A  r.   t<^'i'^  sdiHc   l('i>iii\'  to   ro\io\v  tlicir  diiliciilt  position, 
'■^  '•      or  tt)  rallv  (lii-ir  discoinfitrd  lullicix-nts. 

So  tar  :iN  Hiirij:oviU''s  own  conduct  was  con- 
cerned, Iii.s  \indic-ation  cotild  he  jtlacH'il  in  no  hands 
more  ahle  than  liis  own.  W'lien  his  despatcli  iVoni 
Alhanv  was  first  sent  lorth  in  print,  the  pnl)lic 
dill  not  fail  to  admire  the  ^race,  the  good  feel- 
inn,  :»iiil  tiie  dignitv,  witli  wliich,  in  that  able  com- 
position, lie  toKl  his  inonrnful  tale.  According  to 
a  ])opnlar  writer  of  tliat  age,  '*  Tlie  style  charmed 
"  everv  reader;  bnt  he  had  better  iiave  beaten 
•'  the  enemy,  and  missjielt  every  word  of  his  dc- 
"  spatch,  for  so,  ])robabIy,  the  great  Dnke  of  Marl- 
'*  borough  wonld  ha\-e  done,  both  by  one  and  the 
"  other."*  ^'et  the  general  resnlt  of  the  news  at 
home  was  not  despondency  nor  even  dei)ression. 
On  the  contrarv,  a  loval  sj)irit  was  almost  e\ery 
where  aronseil.  The  Iligldands  of  Scotland  and 
the  towns  of  Mani'hester  and  Li\iM|)ool  took  the 
lead  ;  tor  which  n-ason  they  were  shortly  after- 
wards reviled  most  bitterly  by  Fox.t  Large  snms 
were  freely,  anil  withont  any  need  of  persuasion, 
subscribed  to  raise  new  regiments  ;  and  thns,  by 
private  means,  were  titteen  thousand  soldiers  added 
to  the  foices  of  the  Slate.  Nor  was  tlii'  bounty  of 
the    i)eoi)le    conlincd    to    thi>    single    c-hannel  ;     it 

•    Mr>.  Iiiclibulil's  Preface  to  "tin-  Il«  ircss." 
t   .Mr.  Fox   said    "  'Iliat    Sootlaml    an<l    Main-lirMcr   wore  .-o 
**  nccu-tonu.-d  t(»  (lis;:ia<'<',  tliat  it  was  no  wonder  if  tliry  pockflffl 
**  inalnncc-H  of  di'<lionour,  and  sat  down  contented  witli  infamy  I" 
(Speech  in  llic  House  of  Commons,  .January  22.  177H.) 
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floweil    also    ill    u    iicaily    ()])i)()siU',    hut    not    li'ss   (   n  a  r. 

praiseworthy,  ilircctioii.     From  Paris  Dr.  IVaiikliii   '     '  , 

luul  contiiuKHl  his  c()rrcsj)oiKlLMice  with  liis  fiiciui,  1777. 
David  Hartley,  in  Loiulon.  \\'ri(ii)«j;  to  him  in 
October  last,  Franklin  had  cited  the  e\))erience  of 
former  wars,  when  some  act  of  irenerosity  and 
kindness  towards  prisoners  on  one  sitie  had  sof- 
tened the  resentment  on  tiie  other,  and  paved  the 
way  to  reconciliation.  *'  Yon  in  l"'.n<z;land,"  added 
he,  "  if  you  wish  for  ])eace,  have  at  present  the 
"  opportunity  of  trying  this  means  with  regard 
'*  to  our  prisoners  now  in  your  gaols,  who  com- 
*'  plain  of  very  severe  treatment."*  On  this  hint 
luul  Hartley  acted.  He  iiad  set  on  toot  a  ehari- 
tiible  subscription  for  the  relief  of  the  American 
prisoners  in  England.  In  this  manner  a  suthcient 
sum  was  soon  collected  ;  chiefiy,  no  doubt,  by  the 
party  zeal  of  Opposition,  but  in  great  measure  also, 
as  we  may  justly  state,  by  the  generous  spirit  of 
the  peo})le. 

At  the  Court  of  Versailles  the  effect  of  the  news 
was  speedy  —  nay,  almost  immediate.  All  doubt 
was  now  removed  ;  all  irresolution  east  aside  ;  and 
bv  the  middle  of  December  it  was  ofhcially  an- 
nounced to  the  American  Commissioners  that  the 
King  of  France  was  pre])ared  to  acknowledge  the 
inde})endence  of  the  States.  The  French  Ministers 
did  not  aim  —  not  overtly  at  least  —  at  the  recovery 
of  Canada ;   they   had  the   good   sense   to  foresee 

*   Works,  vol.  viii.  p.  22  4. 
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CHAP,  tliat  sucli  a  prc'tcMision  on  llu-ir  j):irl  wdiiKl  U'lid 
'^  '•  more  than  aiiv  other  cam^c  to  rckiiulU'  the  olii 
]7T7.  Knixhsh  Iri-lmL,^  in  thi*  l)ri.Mst  of  the  Anicricaiis. 
Not  all  nun,  tlu\  kmw,  an-  i(inally  flexible;  not 
all  ecpiallv  ready  to  hail  an  ancient  enemy  as  a  new 
allv.  Thev,  therefore,  from  the  ontset,  dcchired 
that  if  ever,  as  was  |)robal)le,  the  recognition  of  the 
United  Stiites  shonld  in\()l\c'  their  Koyal  Master  in 
a  war  with  l^ngland,  he  would  not  ask  or  e\))ect 
anv  compensation  for  the  expense  or  damage  he 
miiiht  sustain  on  that  accoimt.  The  only  con- 
dition which  he  positively  requiied  was,  that  the 
United  States  should  not  give  up  their  inde})end- 
ence  in  anv  j'uture  treaty,  nor,  under  any  circum- 
stances, return  to  their  suhjeetion  to  the  British 
Crown. 
177^.  On  this  basis  a  negotiation  was  canied  on  during 

several  weeks  for  treaties  both  of  commerce  and 
alliance  ;  tin-  latter  tieaty  to  bi-  eventual  in  its  ])ro- 
visions,  and  to  take  ellect  oidy  in  case  of  a  ruj)ture 
between  France  and  Kngland.  The  first  stipidation 
was,  that  while  the  war  continued,  both  ])arties 
should  make  it  a  connnon  cause,  and  aid  each  other 
as  good  frii'uds  and  allies.  lithe  Ameiicans  should 
gain  possession  of  an\  ol"  the  icniaiiiiiig  Hritish 
territories  on  tlu'  continent  of  NOitii  Anierica, 
such  territories  should  belong  to  the  I'nited  States. 
W  the  I*'rench  King  should  coiupier  any  of  the 
IJritish  islands  in  or  ni'ar  the  (lull Of'  Mexico,  they 
were  to  be  ictained  bv  him.  The  contiacting 
j)arties  inxited  the  accession  of   other  Powtis,  and 
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expressly  a<>rc't'(l  that  lU'itliiT  of  tliiin   .slioulil  foii-   (    ii  a  i'. 
elude  a  truce  or  peace  with  (ireat  IJritaiu  without  ^ 


the  cousent  of  the  other  first  ohtaintul.  ITT 

The   two    treaties    of   Commerce    and    Aniaiire 
were  signed  at  Paris  upon  tiie  same  day,  the  iJtii  of 
February,  by  the  three  Commissioners,  Franklin, 
Deane,  and  Lee,  on  the  part  of  America  ;  and  by 
M.  Gerard,  secretary  of  tiie  King's  Council  on  the 
part  of  I-'rance.    The  latter  geutkinau  was  designed 
as  the  iirst  French  Minister  to  the  United  State  , 
but  ilid  not  embark   for  his   destination   till   some 
weeks  afterwards.      During  some  weeks,  indeed,  it 
was  endeavoured  to  keep  the  treaties  secret,  so  as 
to  aiford   I'urther  time  lor  tiie  desired  accession  of 
Spain  —  an  accession  which,  after  all,  could  not  at 
this  })eriod  be  obtained.      During  some  weeks  were 
accordingly  })ostponed  the  official  announcement  of 
the  treaties  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  and  tiie 
official  presentation  of  the  Commissioners  to  tiie 
Court  of  Versailles. 
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CHAPTER   L\  II. 

C  TI A  r.    \\  iiATi;vEii   wisji   niioht    be    felt   bv    the    French 

( _^ I  Ministers  to  conceal  their  late   negotiation,  it  did 

^""''*-  not  long  remain  a  secret  to  the  British  Ambassador, 
nor  even  to  the  British  ])nblic.  Before  the  close  of 
January,  we  find  King  (ieorgc  agreeiiiui:,  in  his 
])rivate  correspondence  with  Lord  North,  that  every 
letter  from  Paris  added  to  the  jirobability  of  a 
spccdv  declaration  oi  war.  Towards  thi'  middle  of 
I'ebrnarv  wc  may  observe  Lord  North  pressed  with 
questions,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whether  a 
treaty  between  I'rance  and  America  had  not  been 
actually  signed.  Lord  North  for  some  time  re- 
mained silent  :  at  length  he  answered,  that  the 
conclusion  of  such  a  tri'aty  was  j)ossible,  nay,  too 
])robable  ;  but  that  ollicially  he  was  not  as  yet  ap- 
])rised  of  it.* 

No  sooner  had  Parlianuiit  met  again  for  business 
«)n  the  'JOlh  of  .lanuarv,  tiiau  the  reui'wcd  \igourof 

•  Tin:  King  to  Lord  Xoilli,  .I:m.  l\\.  177s.  Appendix.  I'arl. 
IIiHt.  vol.  xix.  p.  775.  (;ibl)(»ii,  ill  a  private  letter  of  the  2.'}rd 
i>r  Kchruary,  was  able  to  mention  nearly  the  exnet  day  (the  5th 
in^tti-nd  of  the  Gth),  on  which  the  treaties  had  been  signed  at 
Porin. 
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Opposition  was  aj)|)aii'nl.  Tlic  Miiiisli-rs  I'omul  c  11  A  1*. 
themselves  assailed  by  many  aiul  various  advi-r-  .  '"^  ^'-  . 
saries.  First  came  a  motion  (lom  Sir  Pliilij)  .leii-  iTTy. 
iiings  Clerke,  against  raising  troops  by  sul)scrij)tion 
without  consent  of  Parliament.  Next  tliere  was 
an  Address  to  the  Crown,  j)roj)osed  by  Mr.  iJurke, 
against  the  employment  of  savages  in  tiie  American 
war.  Mr.  Fox  moved  :  "  That  no  more  ot  the 
•'  old  corj)s  be  sent  out  of  the  kingdom."  From  the 
same  indefatigable  orator  there  })roceeded  also  a 
renewal  of  the  motion  for  (ieneral  liurgoyne's 
orders  and  instructions  ;  and  a  critical  commentary 
on  the  distribution  of  our  forces  in  America.  All 
these  attacks  were  borne  by  Lord  North  with  his 
usual  good  humour,  and  encountered  with  his  usual 
ability. 

There  was  one  point,  however,  and  that  point  of 
vital  moment,  on  which,  at  this  period,  there  was 
an  utter  disaccordance  among  the  chiefs  of  Oppo- 
sition. Lord  Chatham,  as  we  have  seen,  had 
declared  himself  strongly  against  allowing  the 
independence  of  America ;  from  that  ground  he 
had  lately  stated  that  he  coiikl  not  depart ;  he 
held  it  with  no  less  firmness  when  the  French  war 
was  impending,  with  no  less  firmness  when  that 
war  had  already  commenced.  Lord  Rockingham, 
on  the  contrary,  had  even  last  Session,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  ([uestioned  the  possibility,  or 
therefore  the  prudence,  of  continuing  to  withstand 
the  separation  of  our  insurgent  colonies ;  and  he 
was  greatly  confirmed   in   his  unwillingness  when 
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t'K   \  ]\   Iio    saw    oiii-    aiu'ie-iit    ii\al    dcti  rmincil    to    I'liLrage 

'     aLT-niiNt  lis.      lUlori-  llu'  clo^c  ot  .laiiiiarv  llii'sc  two 

177s.      j)art\    li-ailiMs    liad    cnmc   to  a   wiittiii    explanation 

on  tlio  snl)ii'ct,  each   resolutely,  llioiigh  with  many 

civil    cxpres.sions    ot"   leuret,  ailherinu;    to    his  own 

opinion.* 

Otten  as  otlate  vears  ihi'v  had  acted  in  concert, 
it  seems  probable  that  the  Karl  and  the  Marquis 
continued  to  look  upon  each  other  more  as  rivals 
than  as  friends.  But  amon<;-  Rockingham's  own 
nearest  followers  there  were  several,  and  of  no 
slight  note,  who  hoped  that  the  difference  was 
seeming  rather  than  real,  and  who  deemed  that  at 
least  a  trial  might  be  made.  "  Can  you  blame 
•'  Loril  Chatham,"  said  his  son-in-law,  Lord  Mahon, 
to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  —  "can  you  blame 
•*  Lonl  Chatham  tor  desiring  to  keej)  the  now  dis- 
"  tracti'd  parts  of  the  empire  together,  and  for 
"  attempting  to  ))revent  such  a  disgracetul  and 
•'  fatal  dismemberment  ol  this  country  ?"  The 
Duke  answered  as  follows  :  —  "  So  far  from  blaming 
"  Lord  Chatham  for  wishing  to  prevent  this  sej)a- 
**  ration,  I  highly  ap|)laud  him  loi-  it,  if  he  has  anv 
"  kind  of  reason  in  the  woild  to  think  that  the 
"  thing  can  be  rendered  ))ractical)K'  b\  any  means 
"  whatevei".  And  so  desirous  am  J,"  adiled  the 
Duke,  "  that  this  inav  be  done,  that  if  Lord  Cliat- 


•  Of  tlic  tliroc  IcttiTfl  that  passed,  tlic  first  docs  not  appear 
to  be  pn-wrved  ;  tlio  otlirr  two  arc  printed  in  the  Chatham 
Corrc«iK)ndfTicc,  vol.  iv.  pp.  489—49.'$. 
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"  Iiam    (liiuks    it     riLiIit     to    attcnipL    il,    aiul    dof^.   ('  H  A  1*. 

L\  II. 
*'  attempt   it,  I  will    ctMlaiiily   l)r  the   fust   to  give  f 

*'  him  every  siipj)()rt   in  mv  jjowit-,    hut   I  must,  go       l<Ty. 

"one   stej)   f'artlier,    that    if   Lord    ("halham,    after 

*'  liaxiiig  liilly  and   liiiily  attempted   it,  sliouhl   fail 

"  in  his  expectations,  notwithstaiuHng  all  the  snj)- 

**  port  that   I   can    give    him,    I,   for    my   |)art,    in 

"  order   to  ])nt  an    eml   to   this   war,   and   j)rocnie 

••  peace,  will   he  contented  with  getting  less,  if  it 

**  is  out  of  e\eryb()dy's  power  to  get  more."* 

Throughout    the    country,    indeed,    there    now 

begun  to  ])revail  a  great  and  growing  desire  that 

Lord  Chatham    might    he   restoretl   to   the   head   of 

afl'airs  —  to  a\ert  a  war  with  the  House  of  Douihon, 

or  to  make  that  war  triumphant  as  the  last  —  and 

to  preserve,  if  it  yet  could  be  preserved,  the  unity 

of  the  empire.     Nor  was  that  desire  confined  to 

those  who  had  ever  followed  and  levered  him  ;   it 

was  no  less   shared  by  many  once  forward  as  his 

opponents    and   gainsayers.      Lord   Mansfiekl,   for 

example,  declared  to  Lord  Holderness,  even  with 

tears,   it   is   said,  in   his  eyes,   that  the  vessel   was 

sinking,  ami  that  Lord  Chatham  must  i)e  sent  for. 

Lord  Bute,  from  his  retirement,  expressed  a  similar 

opinion   to  Sir  James  Wright,   one  of  his    ])ri\ate 

friends.     Sir  James  Wright,  who  apj)ears  to  have 

been  an  otlicious  busy  body,  repeated  Lord  Bute's 

saying,   with  great   emphasis,   to   Dr.  Addington, 

*   Lord  ^Million  to  tlio  Earl  of  C'liatliam,  February  II.  1778, 
as  published  in  the  Chatliani  Papers. 
VOL.  VI.  Y 
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CHAT.    Lonl    C'liatliaiu's  ))li\  n'r-'mu    and    (V'u-iul  ;    and    Dv. 

I  \  1 1  .        • 

, '_,   Aililiiii!;t()ii,  iiiulrrslaiulini;  it  as  a  kind  ot  overture 

1""^-  or  sclicinc  of  coalilioi),  conveyed  it  as  such  to 
Ilavi's.  Lonl  Cliatliaiii  dictated  a  few  ^vol•ds  of 
rei)Iv,  Nvitli  civil  thanks  lor  Lord  IJiite's  good 
opinion,  hut  adchnji;  that  nothiiii^  hut  a  real  change 
—  lU'w  counsels  and  niw  counsellors  —  could  pre- 
vi'Ut  tiie  consuniniation  of  the  ])ul)lic  ruin.  When 
this  answer  was  shown  to  Lord  Bute,  he  observed 
that,  fVoni  the  ex])ression,  **  real  change,"  Lord 
Chatham  seemed  to  imagine  that  Lord  Bute  had 
still  some  influence  in  the  administration.  He 
therel()re  wished  Lord  Chatham  to  he  inlormed 
that  ill  health  and  family  distresses  had  accustomed 
him  to  a  perfectly  retired  lite,  to  which  he  hoped 
to  adhere  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  that  his  long  absence 
from  all  sorts  of  public  business,  and  the  many 
years  which  hail  intervened  since  he  saw  the  King, 
prevented  his  knowing  more  of  ])ublic  affairs  than 
he  gathered  from  general  conversation  or  the  news- 
papers ;  that  this  total  ignorance,  notwithstanding 
his  zeal  for  the  country,  love  for  the  King,  and 
\erv  high  ()j)ini()n  of  Lord  ("iiatham,  j)ut  it  out  of 
his  j)ower  to  be  of  the  least  ust-  in  this  dangerous 
emergency  ;  but  tiiat  I'rom  his  heart  lie  wished 
Lord  CMiatham  e\ery  imaginable  success  in  the 
restoration  of  the  j)ublic  welfare. 

This  transaction,  which  hi're  I  have  nnieii 
abridged,  is  only  so  far  oi"  inijjortance  that  it  gave 
rise,  after  Lord  (  hat  ham's  deatli,  to  a  keen  con- 
troversv  whether  he   or  Lord  Bute  had   souijht  the 
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alliance  of  (lie   oilier.      In  that   war  of  |),inii)lil(ts   (' II  A  1'. 
took  part  llie  sons  of  both  the  chiefs,  Lord  Moinit-   ,    '       '  , 
stiiart  and  William  I'itt.      "^'et  it  seems  (jiiite  clear      J77H. 
that  neither  of  the  veteran   statesmen   had   been 
in   any  degree   to   blame  ;  and   that   the  fault  lay 
only  in  tlie  over-zeal  of  the  go-betweens,  Sir. James 
Wright  and  Dr.  Addington,  who  could  not  after- 
wards agree   in   their   accounts  of  their  own  gos- 
siping inti'rviews,  and  who  at  the  time,  beyond  all 
doubt,    misconstrued   Lord   IJute's    j)ri\ate    wishes 
into  political  overtures.* 

Strange  though  it  may  be  deemed,  the  fact  is 
certain,  that  no  man  at  this  period  could  teel  a 
stronger  wish  to  see  the  Prime  Minister  displaced, 
and  Lord  Chatham  called  on  to  succeed  him,  than 
did  Lord  North  himself  Even  before  the  close 
of  January  he  had  informed  the  King,  in  his  secret 
correspondence,  how  much  his  own  judgment  and 
feelings  pointed  to  a  resignation.  Li  an  upright 
spirit,  however,  he  had  resolved  first  to  bring  tor- 
ward  and  to  carry  through  the  conciliatory  ])ro- 
posals  which  he  had  announced,  both  to  vindicate 
his  own  intentions  and  to  clear  the  path  for  his 
successor. 

Accordingly,  on  the  lyth  of  February,  Lord 
North  rose  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  unfold 
liis    scheme.      His    speech,    which    occupied    two 

♦  For  an  accurate  summary  and  just  judgment  of  this 
transaction,  the  rcad^-r  may  consult  a  critic,  by  no  means 
friendly  to  Lord  Chatham,  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  No.  cxxxi. 
p.  266. 

Y    2 
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(■  II  A  r.   lioiiis,    was,    i-\  I'll    l)v    Ills    MclviMsarios,    ])raiscil    as 
.  •  .  iKxiiicMit  ami  al)K\      In   tlu-  lirst  ))lac('  lie  ic'\  "u'wcd 

ITTs.  his  past  can-i-r.  \\r  had  lu-vtT,  he  said,  proposed 
aiiv  tax  (»ii  till'  Americans;  ln'  jiail  found  them 
alreadv  taxeil  wiien,  iinfintunatelv, — he  must  still 
use  that  wofd,  however  it  mij^ht  hi'  turni'd  against 
him,  —  he  iiad  come  into  administration.  His  priii- 
cipli"  ()t"])(»lie\  had  been  to  ha\e  as  little  discussion 
on  tiial  subject  as  ])Ossil)le,  and  to  keep  the  afVairs 
of  America  out  of  Parliament ;  thus  he  had  neither 
])roj)osed  to  rej)eal  the  tea-tax,  nor  yet  by  any 
esj)eeial  means  to  enforce  it.  As  to  the  Act  cna- 
blinii:  the  Ivist  India  Company  to  send  teas  to 
Aim  riea  on  their  own  account,  and  with  the  draw- 
back of'  the  whoU'  dutv  here,  that  was  a  regulation 
of  which  he  had  thouL;;lit  it  not  j)ossible  that  the 
Americans  could  complain,  since  it  was  a  relief 
instead  of  an  op|)ressi{)ii.  Ills  idea  never  had  been 
to  draw  anv  coiisiili'iable  rex'eiiue  either  that  wav 
or  anv  other  fiom  the  Americans;  his  idea  was 
that  they  should  contribute  in  a  very  low  jiropor- 
tion  to  the  defence  of  our  common  empire.  From 
tiie  beginning  he  had  been  unilormlv  disjiosed  to 
])eacc.  The  coercive  Ads  which  he  had  framed 
were  such  as  wen-  c'alled  forth  b\-  the  ilistemper  of" 
the  time;  and  tlii'  results  which  they  proiluced 
were  such  as  he  never  designed,  nor  could  in 
reason  ha\e  exj)ected,  lint  as  soon  as  hi'  found 
that  tlu\  had  not  flu-  effect  which  he  intendi'd,  he 
had  come  down  to  that  iiousi'  with  a  conciliatory 
|)roj)osition    bif'ore   the   sword    was    drawn.       That 
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proposition  was  clear  and  simj)K'  in  itscll'  hut  hy  a  c  n  a  I*, 
variety  of  discussions  in  and  out  ol"  I'arlianicnl  it  ,  ^-^  "•  ^ 
was  made  to  ap])car  so  obscure  tliat  it  went  out  to  i77y. 
America  already  condemned.  Then  ensued  the 
war,  tlic  events  of  which  had  nol  answered  iiis 
just  h()))es.  The  ^reat  and  well-apj)ointed  force 
sent  out,  anil  amply  provided  lor  by  Government, 
hail  hitherto  ])ioduced  by  no  means  a  pro])ortion- 
ate  effect.  Considerin<^  all  things,  the  events  had 
been  very  contrary  to  his  exjiectations.  But  to 
these  events,  and  not  to  those  expectations,  he 
nuist  make  his  })lan  conform.  Still  he  would  by 
no  means  have  it  thought  that  ills  present  con- 
cessions were  pr()m})ted  by  necessity.  We  were 
in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much  longer. 
During  the  recess  tlie  country  Jiad  most  freely,  of 
its  own  accord,  raised  more  men.  It  might  raise 
many  more  should  its  terms  of  })cace  be  now  re- 
jected. The  navy  was  never  in  greater  strength, 
the  revenue  was  very  little  sunk,  and  the  su])plies 
for  the  current  year  would  be  raised  with  perfect 
ease.  But  he  ratlier  indulged  the  ho})e  that  the 
large  concessions  which  he  was  now  j)repared  lo 
make  would  render  needless  the  loyal  exiMtions  of 
the  ])eoj)le,  and  avert  any  fresh  appeal  to  arms. 

The  Minister  then  ])roceeded  to  state  that  there  , 
were  two  Bills  which  he  had  ready,  and  asked 
leave  to  bring  in.  'I'iie  i\v-i  was  entitled  "  For 
"  removing  all  Doubts  ami  A])])rehensions  con- 
*'  cerning  M'axation  by  the  Parliament  of  (heat 
'*  Britain    in   any  of  the  Colonies."      It    repealed, 

Y  a 
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(MI  A  r.  (•\l)r«.'.s>lv  aiiil  1)\  iiaiiir,  the  tca-diit y  in  Amorica  ; 
'^  "■  ami  as  ti>  tlio  t'litiiri'  it  clrflarml,  "  Tliat  lioni  and 
177s.  "  atUT  \\\c  passinLC  of  tliis  Act,  tlio  KinL^^  ami  l*ar- 
"  liaMK'nt  o\'  (in  at  Britain  will  not  impose  any 
♦'  (Intv,  lax,  or  assessment  whatever  in  any  of  His 
"  Majesty's  (American)  Colonies,  except  only  such 
••  duties  as  it  may  be  cx])cdient  to  impose  for  the 
**  rcgidation  of  commerce,  the  net  produce  of  such 
"  duties  to  he  always  ))aid  and  api)lied  to  ami  for 
"  the  use  of  the  Colony  in  which  the  same  shall  be 
"  levied."  Thus  was  the  claim  of  Parliamentary 
taxation  fully,  at  last,  renounced. 

Tiie  second  liill  was  to   enable   His  Majesty  to 
api)oint   Commissioners  witii   sufticient  powers  to 
treat   with    the   insurgent   colonies.     These   Com- 
missioners were   to   be   Hve   in   niunber,  and  their 
])()wers   most    extensive.     They    were   to  raise  no 
ditliculties    as    to    the    rank    or    le;^'al    title    of   the 
leailers   on    the   othi'r   side,  hut  wiie  left    at  liberty 
to    treat,    consult,    and    ai^ree    with    any    botly   or 
bodies   j)olilic,  or   any   person   or   persons  wiiatso- 
ever.      They    mii;ht   ])roclaim   a   cessation   of  hos- 
tilities on   the  ])art   of  the  Kind's  forces  by  sea  or 
land,    l()r   any  time,  and    under  any   conditions    or 
restrictions.       TIk-v  minht    i;raiit    j)ardons   and   ap- 
point Governors.      Tluy  might  suspend  the  o|)era- 
tion  of  any  Act  of  railiament  relating  to  Anu'iiea, 
j)asscd    since   the    lOth    of  Kibruary,    17^'''^-       1  he 
Americans,  said  Loid  North,  IkuI  di'siii'd  a   I'epeal 
of  all    the  Acts  after   that  date;    hut    this   eouKl   be 
taken  oidy  as  a  loose  and  general  e\|)ii'ssion,  since 
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sonic  of  tlic  Acts  j);issc(l,  as   in   17('!^  were  lor  tlic  c  IF  A  I*, 
grantiiin"  of  Ixxmtics  or  tlic   relaxation  ol"  iinjiosts,  ^  ^ 


aiul  of  such  Acts  tlie  Americans  could  not  he  sup-  ITTS. 
])osc(l  to  desire  the  repeal.  Some  choice  and  selec- 
tion would,  theret'ore,  he  reciuircd.  As  to  those 
other  Acts,  such  as  the  Massachusetts  Charter 
Act,  which  had  produced  or  infiamed  the  (piarrel, 
Lord  North  explicitly  stated  his  opinion  that  they 
ought  to  cease.  Instead,  however,  of"  repealiiii^ 
tiiem  here  without  further  delay,  he  deemeil  it 
best  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Commis- 
sioners upon  the  spot,  since  the  Americans  would 
consider  Acts  already  repealeil  as  nierelv  the  biusis 
of  a  treaty,  and  might  be  temj)ted  to  raise  some 
new  demands  u])on  it.  Tlie  Commissioners,  said 
Lord  North,  shoukl  be  instructed  to  negotiate  for 
some  reasonable  and  moderate  contribution  to- 
wards the  common  defence  of  the  enijiire  when 
re-united ;  still  this  contribution  was  not  to  be 
insisted  on  as  a  sine  qua  nox  ;  only  if  the  Ame- 
ricans should  refuse  it,  they  were  not  to  complain 
if  hereafter  they  did  not  receive  support  from  that 
])art  of  the  emjiire,  anv  proportion  olwhose  charges 
thev  liatl  declined  to  bear.  I'jion  the  whole  it 
was,  not  obscurely,  intimateil  that  the  Commis- 
sioners might  accept  almost  any  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation, short  of  indej)endence,  and  subject  to 
confirmation  by  a  vote  of  Parliament. 

The  impression  o]]  the  Ilou.-e  that  night,  while 
Lord  North  was  sjieaking,  and  after  he  sat  down, 
is  well  described  by  the  jien  of  a  contemporary  — 
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1».   11(1    (itluT,    ill    all    |)r()l)al)ilil\ ,    tlian     Hiirkf:     "A 

"  (lull  nu'laiu-Iiolv  mIi'Iicc  lor  >()\\)v  tiim>  mk-ccccUhI 

J 

"  to  this  spcfcli.  It  hail  hirii  htaiil  with  pro- 
"  t'oiiml  atlcntloii,  hut  without  a  siniiio  mark  of 
"  approbation  to  any  part,  iVoin  any  (Irscription 
"  (»r  nuMi,  or  any  ))artiiMilar  man  in  tiu*  House. 
•*  Astonislnnent,  (Irjoction,  antl  tear  ovcMclouded 
"  till'  whole  asst'mhiy.  Althoufrii  the  Minister 
"  had  (Icelareil  that  the  sentiments  he  expressed 
•'  that  dav  had  been  those  whieh  he  always  entei*- 
"  tained,  it  is  eertain  that  few  or  tione  liad  under- 
'•  stood  him  in  that  manner;  and  he  had  been 
"  lepresented  to  the  nation  at  large  as  the  ])erson 
••  in  it  the  most  tenaeious  of  tbose  Paiiianuntaiy 
"  rights  whieii  lie  now  j)roj)osed  to  resign,  and  tjie 
*'  most  remote  from  the  submissions  whieh  he  now 
"  proj)()sed  to  make."  ' 

It  ma\  be  said,  indird,  that  thi'ii.*  was  not  a 
sinjile  class  or  sc-etion  of  men  within  the  walls  of 
Parliament  to  whieh  the  ))lan  of  Lord  North  gave 
pleasure.  The  Miifisterial  party  were  confounded 
and  abashed  at  fmcling  themselves  thus  recjuired  to 
acknowledge  their  j)ast  errors  ami  retrace  their 
former  steps.  Some  anioiig  them,  as  William 
Aihun,  and  .Moiton,  Chief  .liislice  of  Chester, 
loudlv  |)rotested  against  the  hoKling  Ibilh  to  rebels 
terms  like  these,  which  tlie\  said  would  dispiiit 
till'  peoj)h'  and  di.sgraci'  the  ( io\  t  rimient.  ()tliers 
calleil    out    that    thcN    liad    biiii    dei'ei\i'd    and    be- 

•   AniMinl  Rcpistcr,  177"^.  |>.  !.').{.     Sec  also  Gibboii'.s  Lcltcr 

to  Ilulrnyil,  nf  I'Mjliiaiy  'J.-J.    1778. 
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travcd.      In   •ii'iicral,  Iiowcver,  \\\v  niaiority  accini-   <'  "  \  I'. 

.                                       .1.1            I  .  \  1  I  . 
cscecl   in    siillcii   siliMict'.      ( )ii    tlii'   otlicr  i)art,  tin-   , ^ , 

()l)j)ositi()n  were  by  no  means  griitiHetl  to  sec  tlir  !"''• 
wind,  according  to  the  common  phrase,  taken  from 
their  sails.  Tliey  couUl  not,  indeed,  oiler  any  re- 
sistance to  proposals  so  consonant  to  their  own 
expressed  opinions,  hut  they  took  care  to  make 
their  sup])()rt  as  disagreeahle  and  as  damaging  as 
})o.ssible.  Fox  began  his  speech  by  complimenting 
the  Minister  on  his  hajipy  conversion,  and  con- 
trratulatiiiL!:  his  own  iVientls  on  tiic  actniisition  of 
so  powerful  an  ally.  Above  all,  the  continuance 
of  the  Minister  in  oflice,  under  such  circumstances, 
was  inveighed  against  with  more  truth  than  taste 
by  several  of  the  chiefs  u])on  the  other  side.  Did 
Lord  North,  it  was  asked,  believe  himself  to  wield 
the  spear  of  Achilles,  able  to  heal  the  wounds 
which  itself  had  made  ?  Could  the  same  states- 
man who  had  provoked  the  war  look  for  welcome 
as  a  peace-maker?  Must  not  his  proposals,  what- 
ever they  might  be,  come  to  the  Americans  as 
from  a  tainted  spring,  —  raise  their  jealousy  as 
hollow  and  insincere,  or  keep  alive  their  resent- 
ment as  inadequate  and  worthless? 

In  spite  of  such  taunts,  and  far  from  friendly 
feelings  on  all  sides,  the  Conciliatory  Ihlls,  as  they 
have  been  termed,  were  not  in  reality  opposed 
from  anv  (piarter.  Theie  was  oidy  one  ifnision 
on  a  clause  moNcil  by  Mi.  I'owys  to  reju-al  ex- 
pressly and  bv  name  the  Massachusetts  Charter 
Act.      Lord    North   inthiceil   a   large    majority   to 
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A  r.    \()tc'  :l^;lil1^t   lliaf  chiiisi',  hut  Murci'd  thai  thi'  ohii'i't 

'_j   ill  \  ic'W  should  hi'   attaiiird   l)v  a  .srj)aratc  iiu'asiirr. 

J77S.  A  \\\\\  lor  thi^  purpose  was  ihcrcl'ori'  introduced 
by  Mr.  Powys,  and  passed  throuuh  Parliament 
concurrently  with  the  other  two.  In  the  House 
of  Lords  the  same  ar^umiiits  were  with  hltle 
change  renewed.  Loid  I  liiUhorou^h,  ami  ("hat- 
ham's  own  i)rother-in-law,  Loril  Temjjle,  vehe- 
mcntlv  declaimed  airainst  tlie  Bills  on  the  hiirh 
])reroixative  ground,  as  forming  a  most  disgracefid 
capitulation.  The  Ministers,  on  the  other  hantl, 
received  some  acrimonious  support  from  tlie  Diikt- 
of  Richmond  and  Lonl  Rockingham.  Lonl  Shel- 
burne  took  occasion  to  declare  his  full  concurrence 
in  the  sentiments  of  Chatham,  expressing  '*  the 
"  strongest  {hsaj)pr()bation  of  every  iilea  that  tended 
•'  to  admit  the  inch'])endence  of  America,"  although 
acknowledging  that  futuie  circumstances  might 
create  a  necessity  for  such  a  submission.  Lord 
Chatham  himself  was  ill  with  gout  at  Haves,  and 
(fid  not  aj)pear.  There  was  no  division  ;  and  on 
the  11th  ol"  March  the  King,  seated  on  his  Throne, 
gave  to  all  three  measures  ilie  lvo\al  Assent. 

Only  two  ilays  pre\  iously  Loid  North,  who  had 
()])ened  his  Rudget  on  the  (ith,  had  carried  through 
his  financial  Resolutions  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
involving  a  new  loan  of  (),()()(),()()()/.,  which  was 
contracted  on  advantageous  tirms.  ihus  were 
liuid>  |)ro\ided  to  ])ursiK'  the  war,  should  that  he 
recpiisite.  Thus  was  an  opening  made  for  nego- 
tiations, should  they  be  |)iaclicable.      In  either  i-a^e 
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tlir    path    was    clcarrd    toi"    a    new   ailiiiiiii^t  ration.    ciiAl', 
I  k'le   lIicMi   was   llic    moiiu'iit   wliicli    Lord    Noilli 
hail    for    some    time    past    dcsiiccl  —  tht-    nioiiu'iit      iTTb. 
wIrmi  most  with  honour  to  himself,  and  most  with 
advantage  to  his  country,  he  could  fultil  his  inten- 
tion   of  resigning.      Several    subordinate    circum- 
stances—  scxcral     lesser    causes    of   weakness     or 
necessities  for  change  in  his  government — might 
tend   to  confirm    him    in    his   ])urpose.      He    must 
have   felt   that  the   events  of  the    last  month   iiad 
greatly    shaken    and    loosened    his    hold    o\(.r    his 
majority  in   Parliament.      In  the  Mouse   ol'    Lords 
he   had   no   sui)|)orter   aderpiate   to   such   troubled 
times.      It    would    be    necessary,    should    his   go- 
vernment   continue,    to    replace   Lord    Chancellor 
Bathurst  by  some  more  eloquent  orator  and  more 
enerc;etic  statesman.     In  the  Commons  he  was  on 
the  point  of  losing  his  principal   colleague,  Lord 
George  Germainc.     That  nobleman,  ever  prompt 
and  able,  and  in  the  Cabinet  at  least  courageous, 
but   hasty  and  violent,    had   embroiled  himself  in 
quarrels  with  the  chief  officers  under  his  direction. 
Sir   Guy   Carleton    had    been    proxoked    to    write 
to   him  with   expressions  of  so  much   asperity  that 
Sir  Guy   was   in    consequence   removed  from    the 
Government    of  Canada.     Sir  William    Howe,   at 
the   same  juncture,   was   not    less    offeniled.      He 
complained   that   while   he    had   pressed   tor  larger 
reintbrcemcnts,    while    lie    iiatl    been    letl    to    hope 
for  them,  while  he   had  been  allowed  to  frame  his 
plans  in   consecjucncc,  none,  or   next  to  tionc,  had 
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c  II  A  p.  in  point  ol"  liict  l)i'iMi  ^v)\\  him.  At  last,  (.'aily  in 
till'  wintiT,  ho  had  writtrii  to  Lord  (u'or'^c  as 
177s.  l()IIo\v.s  :  — "  l-'rom  thi-  littlo  atti'iition,  my  I.onl, 
•*  given  to  m\  rLComiiu'nilatiuii.s  since  tlic  com- 
"  nuMieemeiit  of  niv  coninianil,  I  am  led  to  liope 
"  that  1  may  be  relieved  from  this  very  j)aintnl 
•*  service,  wherein  I  have  not  the  ij^ood  fortune  to 
"  enjoy  the  necessary  confidence  and  support  of 
'*  mv  snj)eriors,  but  which  I  conclude  will  be  e\- 
*'  tended  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  my  j)resuniptivc 
*'  successor,  or  to  such  other  servant  as  the  Kinuf 
"  may  be  pleased  to  a])point.  Dy  the  retuiii, 
'•  therefore,  of  the  ])ackel  I  humbly  request  I  may 
*'  ha\c  His  Majesty's  ])ermissi()n  to  resign  the 
"command."*  His  request,  perha))s  on  other 
•^rouiuls  not  undesirable,  was  soon  i;iante(l,  al- 
thouuh,  as  was  ibreseeii,  in\()l\in<^  j)robal)Iy  tlic 
retirement  also  of  his  brother,  Lord  Howe.  On 
the  1th  ol  Li'biuarN  we  fimi  Lord  (ii'ori;e  wiite 
to  Sir  William  aiuiouncini:;  the  desired  permission 
J'rom  His  >Li)esty,  aiul  at  the  same  time  directing 
him  to  deliver  his  orders  and  instructions  to  Sir 
Heinv  Clinton,  as  his  successor.  Vi't,  within  a 
month  of  that  1th  of  February,  Lord  ( ieoriic,  in 
a  sallv  of  anL;i'r,  had  hinisi'lf  resiLimd.  Tln'  i^round 
of  iiis  displcasuii'  was,  that  tlu-  Kinu,  anxious  to 
reward  the  j>ast  services  of  a  most  deser\  ini;'  ollicer, 


•  Ti»  Lord  C'lCfirf^o  Gcmiaino,  OcIuIkt  '2'2.  1777.  MS.  St;i(c 
Pnp<T  Ofllro,  nml  Note  of  Rlr.  Sparks  to  Wiisliiiigton's  AVritiug», 
vol.  V.  |..  \(/). 
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bestowed   on    Sir   (Jiiy    Caiioton    the   siucciiri'  j^o-   c  ii  a  r. 
veniiiR'iU     of"   C'liarlemont,     wliicli     I.oid    (icoi^c  " 

cliose  to  construe  as  an  insull  to  IiiinMll".  His  JTTs. 
retirenuMit  a])j)cars  lo  lia\e  hccn  a;^rt'e(l  to  and 
resolved  iij)()n,  since  we  lind  the  Kini:;,  in  his 
secret  letters  of  tliis  period,  allude  to  his  "  defec- 
*'  tion,"  ami  in\  eiL!,h  against  liis  "  niale\ olenee  ol" 
"  mind."* 

These  circunistances  were  not  known  to  the 
])nl)hc.  Hut  to  Lord  \orth  they  clearly  showed 
that  his  administration  at  this  period  wa>  already 
unhinged  bv  the  imj)ending  loss  otthat  inemher  of 
it  next  in  imj)ortance  to  himself,  as  mainly  chai^r^d 
with  the  conduct  of  the  American  allairs.  Herein 
may  have  hiin  a  further  motive  for  his  own  retire- 
ment. But  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  reason  which 
"weighed  principally  with  Lord  North,  was  the 
j)ublic-spirited  conviction,  such  as  his  enemies  had 
of  late  expressed,  but  such  as  also  his  own  private 
judgment  must  have  urged,  that  considering  the 
bitter  resentment  felt  against  him,  whether  rightly 
or  wrong! v,  in  America,  any  proposition  of  peace 
that  he  might  make  would  be  liaught  \\itli  lU'W 
and  unnecessary  obstacles,  and  alford  a  le>>er 
chance  of  ultimate  success.  To  whom  then  — 
might  Lord  North  ask — to  whom  shouUl  the 
conduct  of  this  negotiation,  ami  the  ilirt'ction  of 
the  public  councils  at  thiseiisis,  be  enti  listed  ?  To 
whom  else  than   to  that  great  statesman,  so   much 

*  To  Lord  North,  March  3.  1778. 
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CHAP.   \tiu'rati>(l    and  IxloNcd  l)v  tlir   Aimiicans,   vet   so 

I  .  \  I  I  .  ,  •       1  •       ,     ,        •"  •  ,     •   ■  •     , 

, ,  ii'soliili'    in    Ins    (liTlaiations    ai^'anist     tluir    nulc- 

177^.      ptMukncc  ? 

Sui'li    was   lln'   advice    wliicli    \\\v   Ministir  was 
j)ri'|)arini;  to  otVor  to  the  Kin^,  wliiii,  only  two  ilavs 
after  the  Roval  Assent  to  theConciliatoiy  Hills,  there 
en.sned  another  event,  still  tintluT  tendinis,  as  Lord 
North  conceived,  to  tlie  same  conclusion.     On  the 
l.'^th  of  March,  the  French  Ambassador  in  London, 
the   ^hn•(luis  de  Noailles,  delivered  to   the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Lord  Weymouth,  a  Note,  formally  an- 
nouncin*^  the  Treaty  of  Friendshij)  and  Connnerce, 
as   lately  signed  between  France  and  the  United 
States.     That  Note  was  couched  in  terms  of  irony, 
nnv  almost  of  derision.      It  remarked  of  the  United 
States  that  they   '*  are  in   full   ])ossession   of  inde- 
"  ])endencc,  as  jjronounced  by  them  on   the  Itli  of 
"July,     177'i,"    and    it    thus    procti-di'd  : —  "In 
**  making  this  communication  to  the  Uourtof  l.on- 
••  don,  the  King  (of  France),  is  firmly  persuaded  it 
••  will   find    therein   new   proofs  of  1 1  is    Majesiv's 
'•  constant   and   sincere  disposition  for  peace  ;   and 
•'  that  his  Ibitannic  Majesty,  animated  by  the  same 
*' scnthiicnts,   will   ((lually   a\()id   v\vv\  thing  that 
**  may  alter  their  good  harmony  ;   and  that  he  will 
*'  ])articularly  take  effectual   measures   to   prevent 
"till'  connnerce  between    His   Majesty's    subiects 
"  and   the   United   States  of  North  America   from 
'•  being  interrupted." 

So  long  as  the  Treaties  signed  at  I'aris  had  ])ccu 
kcj>t  conceak'd,   there  might    remain   a    hope   that 
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tliey  woiiKl   not   be  at-tt'il   on.      ])\\\   sncli  a  Dtcl.i-   c  \\  \  ]• 
ration,  at    sncli  a  moment,  and  from  sncli  a  I'oucr,        '       • 


scenicd,  in  Loril  Xortli's  opniion,  to  rondcr  more  177h. 
tlian  ever  indispensahlc  the  t'orniiition  ul' a  new  and 
strong  administration.  On  the  very  next  day, 
the  11th  of  Mareh,  \\v  ad(he>>ed  an  imi»ortant 
letter  to  the  Kini;-.  That  letter  lias  not  been  ])rc-- 
scrved,  or  at  least  not  been  ))rodneed  ;  it  is  oidy 
known  to  me  by  the  Kind's  reply,  whieh  I  shall 
now  for  the  first  time  ])nl)lish  ;  bnt  from  that 
|)a|)er  we  mav  deduce  with  eiTtainty  the  piiipoit  of 
Lord  North's  ;  it  was  to  ])re>>s  in  indent  te^m^  his 
own  resignation,  and  ad\iM'  the  KiiiL!:  to  senil 
withont  delay  for  Lord  Chatham. 

The  King's  reply  was  not  many  horns  delayed. 
lie  declared  that  on  a  matter  whieh  had  lor  many 
months  engrossed  his  thonghts  he  could  ha\e  no 
difficulty  in  answering  the  letter  instantly.  lie 
went  on  to  refer  with  great  bitterness  to  what  he 
termed  *'  Lord  Chatham  and  his  crew,"  —  great 
bitterness,  but  certainly  not  without  great  i)ro- 
vocation.  Let  it  only  be  remembered  how  uni- 
formly frank  and  kind,  how  gracious  and  generous, 
liad  been  the  King's  whole  conduct  to  Lonl  Chat- 
ham during  his  last  adnfinistration  —  how  keen 
and  sharp  notwithstanding  had  been  the  invectives 
which  Lord  Chatham  hail  since  hurleil  forth  against 
the  Throne,  and,  as  he  alleged,  a  secret  influence 
behind  the  Throne.  Under  the  sting  of  these  im- 
pressions the  King  vehemently  declared  that  he 
would  not  consent  to  send   for  '*  that  perfidious 
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(11  \  i\  "  iiKiii "  as  tl)i'  m\f  I'r'mu'  Miiii^tiT,  but  was 
'■^  "■  read  V  to  wi'lcoiiii'  liiiii  aiul  his  cliii  I"  I'l  iiiitls  witli 
iTTs.  oju'ii  arms,  it'  tlii-y  wt-rc  williiii;  lo  be  placed  in 
oflicc  as  the  allies  and  auxiliaries  of  Lord  North, 
and  the  existini^  (Jovennnent.  On  that  l)asis,  ami 
on  that  basis  only,  Ilis  Majesty  desired  that  over- 
tnres  to  Lord  Chatham  might  be  made* 

Lord  Xortii's  rejoinder  apj)ears  to  have  been  to 
the  followinir  cfVect  —  that  lie  must  adhere  to  liis 
own  recjuest  of  bein^;  ])ermitted  to  resign — but 
that  he  could  oidy  advise,  he  couKl  not  ])resume  to 
dictiite  to  his  Sovereign  as  to  the  choice  of  the 
next  Prime  Minister  —  and  that  in  compliance 
^vith  His  ]\L>jesty's  desire  he  would  j)roceed  to 
ascertain  how  far  Lord  Chatham  and  his  triends 
might  be  willing  to  coalesce  with  (in  Lord  North's 
own  phrase)  "  the  fundamentals  of  tiie  ))resent 
*'  acbninistration." 

Meanwhile  tiiere  were  some  jniblic  measures 
ailmitting  of  no  delay.  The  insulting  French 
Note  re(piireil  some  step  to  be  taken,  some  step  to 
vindicate  tiie  olfeniled  dignity  of  Ijigland.  The 
King  sent  orders  to  his  ambassador,  Lord  Stormont, 
to  return  home  forthwith  ;  ami  in  conse<iuence, 
the  ^Lucjuis  de  Noailles  likewise  took  his  de- 
])arture  from  London.  Thus  was  a  war  with  the 
Court  of  \'ersailles  im])ending,  though  not  as  \  et 
avowed  or  deehui'd.      A    Koyal   Message  was  read 

•  Tin;  King  tu  Lonl  Nortli,  March  13.  17TH.  Appendix. 
The  cxpriHrtion  "  ihul  pcrlidiuus  luan,"  occurs  in  the  kttcr  of 
the  ensuing  day. 
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to  l)otli  Houses,  commiiiiicat  iiiLi,"  the  l''n-iicli  Note,    c  n  .\  1*. 
and  assuriiii;-    them    that    His    Majesty   was   lirmly   ^    ''' 
determined   to   maintain   and   assert  the   hononr  ol'      ittvj. 
his  Crown.    Loyal  Adchesscs  were  moved  in  reply, 
and  were  carried  in  each  Honse  by  large  majorities, 
but  not  without  reproachful  debates.      In  these  the 
name  of  Chatham  was  more  than  onee  nientioneil, 
as  the  only  Minister  who  might  still  iniite  the  eon- 
litlence  of  all  parties,  who  might  deter  1'' ranee  anil 
Spain,  who  might  reconcile  America.    Lord  North, 
without  publicly  adverting  to  these   hints,   by  no 
means  concealed  his  own  earnest  desire  of  retire- 
ment.* 

Measures  were  likewise  taken  at  this  juncture, 
by  means  of  the  Lords  Lieutenant,  to  call  out  and 
assemble  the  ^lilitia  in  the  several  counties. 
Another  matter  requiring  prompt  despatch  was  the 
aj)pointment  of  Commissioners  under  tlie  new- 
Conciliatory  Bills.  The  intended  names  had  been 
in  great  measure  known  and  commented  upon 
even  betbre  the  Bills  had  passed.  Lord  Howe  and 
Sir  William  were  included  in  the  Letters- Patent,  on 
the  chance  of  their  still  being  in  America  when 
their  colleagues  should  arrive.  Ot'  the  new  Com- 
missioners, the  first  was   to  be  Loril  Carh.^Ie  ;    with 


*  Lord  North's  expressions  in  Almon's  Kcgister,  and  the 
Pari.  Hist.  (vol.  xix.  p.  950.),  declaring  himself  resolved  not  to 
quit  the  helm  during  the  storm,  must  he,  in  a  great  measure, 
inaccurately  given,  as  may  be  gathered  from  3Ir.  Aubrey's 
reply :  "  Since  the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  so 
"  strongly  expressed  his  desire  of  retiring " 

VOL.   VI.  Z 
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C  II  A  I'.   Iiiin    WiJliam     Va\cu    and    (i(.M)rii;i'    .Idliiistom-.      It 
,  ^'^  '*■  ,  coiilil   not    1)1'   alloiTi-il    that   the  st'kction   of  those 
1778.     m-Mitlt'iiun  hail  lurii    niaiK-   in   an\   narrow  spirit  ot 
party. —  (10017^0  .lohnstonc,  wlio  rttainctl  the  title 
of  (lovernor  from  iuuinLC  iillccl  that  post  in  Florida, 
was  a   nu-niher  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as 
snch  a  kien  o|)ponent  of  Lord  North. —  Tlie  brother 
of  M'illiam    l-'.den    had   been   tlie   last  Colonial  (lO- 
vernor  of  Marvlaml.      William  Eden  himself  was  a 
man  of  ri>inp:  ability  on   the  Government  side;   in 
after  years,   under   Mr.   Pitt,   ambassador   in   suc- 
cession   to    several   foreii^'n   Courts,   aiul   at   last  a 
Peer,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Aiickhuul.  —  Frederick 
Howard,  the  hflh  I'.arl  of  Carlisle,  was  then  oidy 
known   to   the   ])ublic  as   a  young   and   not  very 
thrift V  man  of  fashion  and  of  j)leasure.     Against 
his  ap])ointment,  therefore,  there  were  many  cavils 
lieard  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.     Thus  in  one 
debate  the  Diiki'ot   Kit-hmonil  >aid,  "  1  ha\i' lately 
been  tolil  "  that  one  of  the  Governors  in  America 
"  made  objection  to  the  Congress  because  some  of 
"  them  sat  in  Council  with  woollen  ca])s  on,     Con- 
"  "ress  were  liiLrhlv  olleiuleil  at  this,  antl   persi>ted 
"  in   dointr  so.      How    inadi'cinati',  then,  must   this 
*'  embassy  be,  where  a  noble  Lord,  bred  up  in  all 
"  the  softness  that  I^uropean  manners  make  ta.shion- 
"  able  to  rank, — 1  say,  how  inadecpiale  must  such 
"  an  embassy  be  to  men  in  woollen  night-caps  I "  • 


•  Dcbatr   ill  tlir   Lonl.s  March  ?».  1T7H.     In  the  same  .spirit 
Wilkes  exclaimed  of  Lord  Carliele  :  "  Tlie  .Muses  ami  the  Graces. 
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It   was    iIii()Ul;Ii    oik'    of   tliosc    ( 'omniissioiUTs,   (   11  A  r. 

namely,   Mr.   Kilen,   that    Lord   North   opciii'd   liis  , '   '_, 

coinmiinications  to  Lonl  Clialham.  M  i-.  I'.ikii  177b. 
could  not  sec  the  great  Earl,  who  was  .still  al 
Hayes,  hut  had  several  conversations  with  his 
trusted  friend,  Lord  Siielburne.  It  was  soon  ap- 
parent, as  Lord  North  nuist  have  foreseen,  that 
Lord  Chatham  had  not  the  smalU'sL  inchiiatioii  to 
nuilso  eoininon  cause  with  the  partx'  in  ])o\\cr.  If 
he  came  into  oflice  at  all,  it  nnist  be  on  the  call  of 
liis  Sovereign,  and  as  ])lanning  a  new  adminis- 
tration ;  it  must  be  as  what  the  King  in  high 
displeasiu'c  terms  him  —  a  Dictator.  In  Lord 
Chatham's  own  papers,  as  subsequently  published, 
there  appears  no  trace  whatever  of  these  overtures, 
wliich  may  probably  have  passed  by  messages  and 
word  of  mouth.  We  only  find  that  his  family  and 
friends,  in  common  with  the  ])ublic,  expected  at 
this  juncture  a  summons  from  St.  James's.  Thus 
writes  William  Pitt  to  his  mother  from  his  studies 
at  Cambridge  :  —  "I  am  not  sure  whether  I  can 
"  lind  in  the  history  of  anti(piity  any  instance  of  a 
"  nation  so  miserably  sacrificed  as  this  has  been  ; 
*'  but  I  believe  almost  every  i)nge  will  furnish  an 
"  example  of  the  oidy  methoil  Icll  to  re\i\e  it, — 

"  with  a  group  of  little  laughing  loves,  were  in  his  train,  and 
"for  tlie  first  time  crossed  the  Atlantic!"  (Debate  in  the 
Commons,  November  20.  1778.)  See  also  an  amusing  Jen 
cTesprit  which  appeared  in  a  London  paper  of  that  day,  and 
which  has  been  reprinted  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Life  of  Reed 
(vol.  i.  p.  423.). 
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ellAl'.  "  icrurrin<;  in  \\\c  extremity  of  (l;mi;\M-  to  thoso 
.  ^'^  '^-  "  wlioso  sii])tMioiitv  is  iinliappiK  ;i.s  imuli  i)roNC(l 
177s.  "  In  the  lailiire  of  others  as  hy  their  own  success. 
Mr.  'I'homas  C'outts,  aheady  risiiiLT  into  eminence 
as  a  l)ankcr  in  the  Strand,  transmits  an  ofVer  of* 
pubhc  service  tVom  Lord  Kochlord,  and  adds,  to 
Ladv  C'luitham  :  "  I  do  not  meet  w  ith  any  one  who 
**  docs  not  hunent  and  wonder  that  His  Majesty 
•'  l)as  not  yet  publicly  desired  tlie  only  helj)  that 
"  can  have  a  chance  to  extricate  the  country  from 
•'  the  difliculties  whicli  every  day  grow  greater." 

If  called  u]K)n,  Lord  Chatham  was  ready  to 
obey  the  call.  His  blood  was  roused,  as  of  yore, 
against  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and  he  deemed 
that  the  war  with  France,  if  it  could  not  be 
averted,  shouKl  be  most  \igorousiy  waged.  We 
may  gather,  tiiat  it  was  his  intention  to  ])ropose,  as 
(leneral-in-chief,  I*rince  Ferdinand  of  l^runswick, 
who  in  his  foimei"  administration  luul  eommandi'd 
our  armies  with  so  much  glory  and  success.*  On 
reading  the  French  note  of  the  1.3th,  he  had  given 
his  eldest  son,  Lortl  Pitt,  ])ermission  to  re-enter 
the  army.  Soon  afterwards,  accordingly,  Lord 
I*ilt  sailed  for  (Gibraltar,  as  an  aide-de-canij)  to  tlu' 
(icjvernor;  he  served  long  enough,  li't  me  observe 
in  passing,  to  become,  as  second  JCarl  of  ("hatham, 
himsi'lf  the  (ieneral  and  (iovernor  of  that  l()rtress. 
Meanwhile,  many  members  of  the  Uockingham 

*    Sec  the  observations  of  Lord   Slulhiirnc  in   llii-   Ilmisc  of 
jAtrd»,  April  8.  177S. 
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purty,    rcclin<;-,    as    they    well    niin;lit,    <;r(':itor   c-oii-   (    n  a  l'. 
fidencc  in  Lord  Clialliam   than  in  thrir  own  iinim--  ,    '"^  "•  , 
(liatc   chief,    and    not   wilHng-   at    this   crisis  to  he      itth. 
absent   from   his   thonghts,   desired  to  transmit  to 
him,  through  his  i'liend  Lord  (iranby,  the  exprcs- 
sion  of  their  sentiments.     Of  that  overture  there 
is  nothing  furtlier  known   to   me  beyond  its  men- 
tion, as  fbUows,  by  the  King:  — ''  I  am  extremely 
*•  indifferent  Nvhether   Lord  (iranl)y  goes  or  does 
♦*  not  go  with  the  al)ject  message  of  the  Kocking- 
"  ham  i)arty  to  Hayes:  I  will  certainly  send  none 
"  to  that  place."* 

At  tliis  moment,  indeed,  the  King  was  more 
than  ever  incensed  against  Lord  Chatham,  from 
the  high  claims  which  the  conversations  with  Lord 
Shelborne  had  disclosed.  With  a  spirit  as  high, 
His  Majesty  protested  that  he  would  surrender 
the  Crown  sooner  than  stoop  to  Opposition.  He 
called  upon  Lord  North  to  answer  one  i)lain  ques- 
tion,—  Will  you,  like  the  Duke  of  (irafton,  desert 
me  at  the  hour  of  danger?  Lord  North,  in  reply, 
gave  the  King  no  liope  of  his  consenting  to  remain 
in  office  permanently,  but  agreed,  if  the  King 
should  insist  ujion  it,  to  carry  through  the  present 
Session  to  its  close.  The  King  next  desired  that 
the  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Thurlow,  might  forth- 
with be  appointed  Chancellor,  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  the  new  arrangement^.      It  was  plainly  His 

*  To  Lord  North,  March  18.  1778. 
Z    3 
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(•  11  A  r.   Majesty's    object    to   continue    the    Mune    system, 

.  '  '^  "    .  tlioiiL^li     witli     oilier     hands.      Ihil    for    that    very 

177i».      reason,  anil  willi  a  jiist    .sen^e  ol"  his   puhhc  chity, 

Lord   North   was  nio.^l  unwillinii;   to  trammel  and 

eml)arrass  his   successor,  by  having  first  disposed 

ot'tlie  (irc-at  Sial. 

It    is  ei'ilain,   moreover,  that    the   object   of  the 
King  was  at   tliis  juncture  wholly   unattainable  — 
that  if  Lonl  North   retired  as  not  willing   or  not 
able  to  carry  his  system  further,  no  other  admin- 
istration on  the  same  svstcm  couKl  be  formetl.     Of 
that  fact   there  can  be  no  stronger  evidence  than 
the  ]an«j:ua<2:e  of  Lord   Barrini'ton  aflbrds.      Lord 
BarriniTton  was  then  Secretarv  at  War.     Lord  13ar- 
rington   had  ever  been  forward  among  the  party 
or  section  of  the  **  King's  friends."     Yet  what  are 
the    tiMiHs    ot"  aiUicc    with    which    we    lind    Lord 
Barrington,  in  tiiis  very  month   of  ^Lu'cli,  aildress 
His  Majesty?     "  I    re|)resenled   to   the  King  that 
•*  he  had  not  one  Cieneral  in  whom  His  ^Lijestv, 
•'  the  nation,  or  the  army  would  })lace  conlideiice, 
"  in   case  of  the   in\asioii   of  (Ireat  Jhitain  or  Ire- 
"  land,    anil    thr   neeessiiv    there    was  of   briniiinji 
*'  Prince  Ferdinand   hither.   ...    In   a  subsequent 
"  audience  I  thought    it  my   duty  to  icpresent   to 
"  His  Majesty  the  general  dismay  which  pre\ ailed 
"among   all   ranks   and    conditions;    arising,   as    I 
"  a])])r(hcii(led,  from  an   o))inion    that  the  adminis- 
"  tralioii  was  not  i(|ual  1(»the  limes;  an  opinion  so 
"  uni\eisai  that  il  ])revailed  among  those  who  were 
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*'  most  (K'])cn(lrnl  on  and  attaclird  lo  llie  MinistCTs,   c  II  A  I'. 
*'  anil  cviMi  anion<]f  the  Miiiistcr.s  tlienisclvcs."  *  "       \ 

Other  testimonies  from  the  same  time  all  j)()int  JTT'^. 
to  the  same  conclusion.  The  tide  in  favour  of 
Lord  Chatham  was  setting*  in  too  strong*  to  l)c 
resisted.  Great  as  was  the  King's  aversion,  he  . 
must  soon  lia\ f  yiehled,  as,  notwitiistantlini;;  a\er- 
sions  full  as  great,  His  Majesty  diil  yield  on  other 
occasions,  both  before  and  since.  It  seems  to  me 
boyontl  all  doubt,  that  had  Lord  Chatham's  last 
and  fatal  illness  been  delaxeil  a  lew  wieks,  perhaps 
even  a  few  days  longer,  he  would  ha\  e  been  called 
to  the  helm  of  j)ublic  affairs,  antl  invited,  with 
snch  friends  as  he  might  choose,  to  solve  the 
problem  he  had  himself  propounded  —  to  regain 
the  affections  while  refusing  the  independence  of 
America. 

In  that  arduous  task  could  Lord  Chatham  have 
succeeded?  Critics  the  most  opposite  have  agreed 
that  he  could  not.  '*  Heaven,"  says  Mr.  Croker, 
"  spared  him  the  anxiety  of  the  attempt,  and,  as 
*'  we  believe,  the  mortification  of  a  failure."  t 
Mr.  Macaulav  arixues  with  much  zeal  in  bilialt"  of 
Lord  Rockingham's  views,  and  considers  Lord 
Chatham's  as  almost  demonstrably  fallacious. 
"  Chatham,"  he  says,  "  had  repeatedly,  and  with 
"  great  energy  of  language,  declareil  that  it  was 

*  Private  Mcmoramlum,  drawn  up  by  Lord  Barrington,  in 
March,  1778,  and  inserted  in  his  Life  by  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
(p.  186.  unpublished). 

t  Quarterly  Keview,  No.  cxxxi.  p.  266.  Juno,  1840. 
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("HAT.   '*  ini])()S>il)li'   lo    coihiiht    AiiUTicn,  ;iiul    lie    could 

I  \  1 1 
,_ '      "  not  witliniit  ;il)siii(lit  V  ni;iiiil;iiii   llial  it  \v;is  easier 

177^.  "  to  coiHiiur  I'ranco  and  Aiiniica  to^t'tluT  tliaii 
•'  Aim-iic-a  alont*.  IJiit  his  jjassions  ()\  crpowcied 
**  Iiis  jiulnnuMit.  .  .  .  'I'liat  lie  was  in  error  will 
*'  scarcely,  we  lliink,  ])e  ilis])uted  In  his  warmest 
•*  admirers."  • 

\\\  in  sjjite  of  the  respect  justly  due  to  such 
hiuh  authoiity,  some  grounds  tor  douht,  at  least, 
mii^ht  be  alleged.  In  the  first  ])lace  let  it  be 
remembered  with  what  great,  what  singular,  ad- 
vantuiics  Lord  Chatham  wouKl  lia\  e  set  iiis  hand 
to  the  work.  He  had  from  the  outset  most  ably 
and  most  warmly  supporteil  the  claims  of  the 
colonists.  Some  of  his  eloquent  sentences  had 
become  watchwords  in  their  mouths.  His  statue 
bad  been  erected  in  their  streets,  his  portrait  was 
lianffinu  in  their  conneiKeli:nid)eis.  I'\)r  his  Liri'at 
name  they  felt  a  lo\e  and  reverence  higher  as  yet 
than  for  any  one  ot'tiuir  own  chiefs  and  leaders  — 
not  even  at  that  early  |)eriod  excepting  Washing- 
ton Inmseir.  Ihus  it"  e\c'n  it  could  be  said  that 
owrtmis  of  reconcilement  had  fiiled  in  evi'ry 
othir  British  hand,  it  would  afford  no  i)roof  that  in 
Chatham's  they  might  not  have  thriven  and  borne 
fruit.  IJut  what  at  the  same  jx'iiod  was  the 
])()sition  ol  the  ('ongix'ss?  Had  that  assembly 
shown  of  late  an  I'nlighteiied  /(.mI  for  tlu'  public 
interests,  and   did   it    thi-n   stand  high  in  tlu'   con- 

•   Kdinburgh  Kcvicw.  No.  dxii.  p.  .jDL'.  ( )ct.  IS  1 1. 
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fidcnce  and  aHl'ctioii  (»rits  count!  vmcii  ?     I'ar  other-   <    11  A  I'. 

wise.    'lUv  lad  ions  and  di\i^ions  prcxailiiiL;'  at  tlicir  , , 

town  of  ^'olk  ;  tlir  \indiciivc  rigour  to  political  l"'^- 
opponents,  the  neglect  of  Washington's  army,  and 
the  cabals  against  M'ashington's  ))Ower,  conilMUed  to 
create  disgust,  with  other  less  avoidable  causes, — 
as  the  growing  dei)rccialion  of  the  jjajjt  r-nioney, 
the  ruinous  loss  of  trade,  and  the  augmented 
burdens  of  the  war.  Is  the  trutli  oi'  this  picture 
denied?  Hear  then  as  witnesses  the  MendK-rs  of 
the  Congress  themselves.  AVe  find  in  this  very 
montli  of  March  one  of  them  write-  to  anothc-r  on 
the  necessity  of  joint  exertions  to  "  revi\i'  tlie 
'*  ex])iring  reputation  of  the  Congress."*  We  find 
a  third  lamenting  that  "  even  good  Whigs  begin 
'*  to  think  i)eacc,  at  some  expense,  desirable."  t 

AVhen  such  was  the  feeling  in  America,  both  as 
reccarded  Lord  Chatham  and  as  regarded  the  Con- 
gress,  it  would  not  certainly  follow  that  any  over- 
tures from  tbe  former  would  be  rejected  on  account 
of  tlie  disai)probation  of  the  latter.  The  provinces 
might  perliaps  have  been  inclineil  to  contiol  the 
deliberations,  or  even  to  cast  off  the  sway,  of  the 
central  body,  and  make  terms  of  peace  tor  them- 
selves. At  least  all  such  hope  was  not  ])recluded  ; 
at  least  some  such  trial  might  be  made.      Xor  does 


*  Letter  from  William  Duer  of  New  York  to  Robert  Morris, 
dated  March  6.  1778,  iind  printtd  in  the  Life  of  Reed,  vol.  i. 
p.  365. 

t  General  Ueed  to  Tresi-knt  Wiiartoii,  February  1.  1778. 
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("HAT.  it  appear  to  im%  as  to  Mi.  Macaiilav,  that  llicrc 
'•^  "•  was  am,  v\c\)  tlu'  slii^htost,  iiicoJisi^tiiicv  in  Lord 
l77^.  C'liatliani  having  first  pronoimccil  a-^ainst  llie  con- 
quest of  America,  ami  yet  refiisinL::  to  allow  lier 
incle])en(lence,  after  the  ileelaralioii  in  iier  behalf 
of  France.  Lord  C'hatiiain  hail  saiil  no  iloubt  that 
America  couKl  not  l)i'  coiKini'ieil.  Ilail  he  ever 
saitl  that  she  couKl  not  be  reconciled?  It  was  on 
conciliation,  and  not  on  conquest,  that  he  built 
iiis  later  hopes.  He  thought  the  Declaration  of 
France  no  obstacle  to  Iiis  views,  but  rather  an 
instrument  for  their  su))])ort.  He  conceived  that 
the  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  tlie  envoys  of 
the  Congress  with  the  Court  of  \'ersailles  might 
tend  beyond  any  other  cause  to  rekindle  British 
feelings  in  the  hearts  of  the  Americans.  A\'erc 
the  glories  of  Wolfe  and  Amherst,  in  which  they 
had  jjartaki'ii,  altogether  blotted  from  tiieir  minds? 
Would  the  Finitaiis  be  inclined  to  make  connnon 
cause  with  the  ]'ai)ists  ?  ^\'ould  the  soldier-yeo- 
men of  the  colonies  be  willing  to  light  side  by  side 
with  lho.se  French  whom,  till  within  these  tifteen 
years,  they  had  found  in  Caiuula  their  bitter  here- 
ditarv  foes?  That  consetjuences  like  to  the.se, 
that  some  such  revulsion  of  ])oi)ular  feeling  in 
America,  might,  perhaps,  ensue  from  an  oj)en 
Fri-nch  alliance,  is  an  a|)])rehen.sion  whiih,  during 
the  first  vears  of  the  contest,  w  i'  find  si-xcral  times 
exi)ressed  in  the  .secn-t  letters  of  the  lieNolution 
chiefs;    it   was   a    |)ossibirify    which    wc    see    called 
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forth  (lu'ir  Irars  ;    \vli\  tlicn  inl^Iit  it,  not  bo  allowed   c  n  ,\  i-. 
to  aniniatf  tlic  hopes  of  Chatham  ?  , '       '  , 


In  tliis  state  of  parlies  and  ol"  pid)lic  fccTrng,  tlic      1778. 
Duke  of  Richmond,  far  unlike  Lord  Chatham,  had 
become  eager  to  close  the  American  contest  by  a 
surrender   of  the   British   sovereignty.       He  gave 
rotlce  of  an  Address  to   His  Majesty  for  the  7th 
of  A])ril,    entreating  the    King   instantly   to    with- 
draw   his    Heets    and    armies    from    the    Thirteen 
Revolted  Provinces,  and  to  make  peace  with  tiiem 
on    such    terms   as   might   secure   their  good  will. 
Lord  Ciiathani  was  at  that  time  slowly  recovering 
from   gout,  and  still    nnieh    indisposed,   at    Hayes. 
No  sooner  did  he  hear  of  the  intended  Address 
than  ■  he   determined  to   ap])car   in   the    House   of 
Lords  and  ojipose  it.      Lor  such  an  exertion  it  was 
clear   that    he    had    not    yet    regained    suflicient 
strength   of  body   nor   even   composure   of  mind. 
His   familv  and  friends   endeavoured  to   dissuade 
liim,  but  in  vain.      (3n   tlic  7th  of  April   then   he 
came,  or  it  might  almost  be  said  was  carried  in, 
^valking  with   feeble  steps,  and   leaning  with   one 
arm  on   his  son  William,  with   the  other  on   Lord 
^Lihon.       Of  the   solemn    antl    memorable   scene 
which   ensued    I    have   already,    in    my   sketch    of 
Lord  Chatham's  character,  given,  by  antici})ation, 
some  account.*      Rut  since  that  time  a  letter  from 

*  Vol.  iii.  p.  26.  sec.  ctl.  For  Lord  Caimlcn's  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Gral^ton  (April  9.  1778),  sec  the  Appendix  to  the 
present  volume.  The  Duke  Avas  at  this  time  attending  the 
muster  of  the  Militia  in  Suflolk. 
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(■  11  A  r.   Lord  CaiiuK'U  li;is  \hvu  \)HH\[\cvd  iVom  the  (n-afton 

.        _j  corrc'spomlcnro,    conlainiiiL::  a    uioih-    lull    and    aii- 

177^.  tluMitic  (U\scrii)ti()M  than  we  i)i(\  ioii^ly  jjossfsscd. 
"  Tlio  Karl  spoki-,"  says  Lord  Caiiidi'ii,  "  but  was 
♦'  not  like  liinisi'lt';  his  si)tH'cli  faltered,  ills  scn- 
'*  teiices  broken,  and  liis  mind  not  master  of  itself. 
•'  His  words  were  shreds  of  uneoinieeteil  elo- 
"  (jiienee  and  flashes  of  the  same  tire  whieh  he, 
"  Prometheus-like,  had  stolen  I'rom  Heaven,  and 
**  were  then  returninu;  to  the  place  from  whence 
"  they  were  taken.  Your  (Jrace  sees  even  I,  who 
*'  am  a  mere  ])rose-nian,  am  tempted  to  he  i)oetieal 
"  while  I  am  discour>ini;-  of  this  extraordinary 
"  man's  genius."  Tiie  i)urport  of  his  speech  was 
to  rouse,  if  yet  could  be,  a  British  ^)\vlt  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  ;  with  an  unconquerable 
si)irit  he  protested  a_<j:ainst  surrendering  the  birth- 
right of  tlu'  Ihili^h  princes,  ami  the  union  of  the 
Ikitish  race  and  name.  "  I  will  newr  couM-nt," 
lie  cried,  "to  deprive  the  Koyal  otfspring  of  the 
'*  House  of  Hrunswick,  the  heirs  of"  —  (here  he 
faltered  for  some  moments,  while  striving  to  recall 
the  name)  — "  oi"  tlii'  Princess  Sophia,  of  their 
"  raire>t  inheritance.  My  Lords,  Ili>  ALijesty  suc- 
•♦  ceeded  to  an  empire  as  great  in  extent  as  ils 
**  reputation  was  unsullied.  Siiall  we  tarnish  the 
'•  lustre  of  that  em])ire  by  an  ignonfmious  mu- 
•♦  render  of  its  rights?  .  .  .  Shall  we  now  fall 
"  jirostrate  before  tin-  House  of  Piourbou  ?  Surely, 
"  m\  Lord,  this  nation  is  no  longer  what  it  was! 
•'  Shall  a  peojilr  that,  -exinlicu  years  ago,  was  the 
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"  terror  of  tlu'  worM,  now  sloop  so   low  as   to  tell   (    II  A  I'. 
*'  its    aiicu'iit    iiiNc'ti'iatf    ciniuy  :         lake    all    wi-  , 


"  '  have  ;   only  i;ivc  us  peace?'      It  is  inii)<)ssil)le  !       ITTh. 
♦'  1  wage  war  with  no  man  or  set  of  nun.      I  wisli 
"  for  none  of  their  employments,  nor  would  1  co- 
"  operate  with  men  who  still  persist  in  unretractcd 
"  error.      l>ut    in    (iotl's    name,  if  it   is  absolutely 
"  neeessarv  to  declare  cither  for  ))t"ace  oi'  wai",  and 
"  the   former   cannot    he  i)rescrvetl    with    lionoiii", 
*'  whv  is  not  the  hitter  commenced  without  hesi- 
"tation?      J   am    not,   I  confess,  well    informed  of 
"  tlie  resources  of  this  kini;clom,  hut  I  trust  it  has 
*'  still  sufficient,  though  I  know  them  not,  to  main- 
*'  tain   its  just  rights.      My    Lords,   any   state    is 
"  better  than  despair.      Let  us  at  least  make  one 
"  elfort,  and  if  we  nnist  fall,  let  us  tall  like  men!" 
When  Chatham  iiad  resumed  his  seat  the  Duke 
of  Richmond    rose    to   reply.      "  My   Lords,"   he 
said,    "  there   is  not  a  person   present  who   more 
"  sincerely  wishes  than  I  do  that  America  should 
"  remain   dependent  on  this   country.     But  as   I 
*'  am  convinced  that  it  is  now  totally  im})racticable, 
"  1  am  anxious  to  retain   the  Americans  as  allies, 
'*  because  if  thev  are  not  on   terms  of  liiendship 
"  with   us  they  must  necessarily  throw  themselves 
"  into  the  arms  of  France  ;  ami  if  we  go  to  war 
•*  with  France  on  account  of  her  late  treaty,   the 
"  colonies  will  look   upon   tlu-mselves  as  bound  in 
"  honour  to    assist   iier.      And    what   ])rospect   of 
"  success  have  we?  .  .  .   Not  one  of  your  Lord- 
**  ships  has  a  more  grateful   memory  than  I  have 
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(  II  A  r.  "  ot'  till'  Mi\  "u'l's  ])iMt(Mim'(l  lor  Iiis  coiiiiliy  by  llir 
'•^  "•  .  "  \(il)li'  Marl  wlio  sj)()kr  last  ;  lie  laisi'd  it.^  ^loiT, 
177H.  "  i\"])iitatii)ii,  ami  mk'coss  to  a  lici^lit  iu\or  hct'orc 
"  c\j)iMic'nccil  1)V  anv  otluT  nation.  His  Lord- 
•'  .slii|)'.s  nanu'  —  I  hi'i;-  his  pardon  for  mentioning 
♦«  it  —  iho  nanu'  of  Chat  ham,  will  ever  be  dear  to 
"  KnL!:lishmen  ;  but  whik*  I  _i;rant  this,  1  am  eon- 
"  vineiil  that  the  name  of  Chatham  is  notable  to 
*'  ])erform  impossibilities  ;  and  that  even  iiigh  and 
*•  res])ectable  as  it  is,  the  ))iesent  state  of  the 
*'  country  is  by  no  means  what  it  was  when  the 
*'  Noble  Karl  was  called  to  direct  our  councils. 
"We  had  then  America  for  us;  we  have  now 
•'America  against  us;  instead  of  (Jreat  Britain 
'*  and  America  against  France  and  Spain,  it  will 
•*  now  be  France,  S))ain,  and  America  against 
•'  Great  liritain." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Duke  of  Iviehmomrs 
speech  Lord  Chatham  .slooil  up  to  ^prak  auaiii. 
But  his  frame,  already  overwrought,  was  unecpial 
to  this  last  exertion.  He  staggered,  and  fell  back 
in  a  lit,  or,  as  termed  by  his  iriends,  a  swoon.  To 
all  ai)))earance  hi'  lay  in  the  \  ery  agonies  of  death. 
Deej)  and  earnest  was  the  sympathy.  The  debate 
was  innnediately  adjourned.  'I'he  Peers  slartcil  up 
and  crowded  lound  the  illustrious  sufferer,  eager 
to  assist  him.  One  only,  thi'  Fail  of  Mansfield, 
retained  his  seal,  and  looked  with  slight  concern 
on  the  lall  of  his  former  rixal;  "almost  as  uHieh 
"  unmoved,"  Lord  Caniiliu  wiites,  "as  the  sense- 
*'  le.s.s   bodv    itself."      In    the    arms    ol'   his    friends 
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( "liatliaiii  was  borne  to  a  iici^lihoiiriiiLi;  aj)aitm(nl,   (    II  A  1*. 
and    llu'iicc    to    a    nciiiflibourinLi,-    lioiisc.       I)\-    tin-       '       '  , 
j)r()m])t  aitl  ol"  a  ])liNMcian  lie  liail  in  ^omc  nicaMnc      177b. 
rallied,  and  within  a  lew  days  could   be  removed 
to   his    own   dwellini;-   at   Hayes.      There,    on    the 
morning  of  the  11th  of  May,  and  in  the  scvcntictli 
year  of   his  age,   he  ex])ired.      W  hetlur  since  his 
seizure  he  ever  recovereil  full   consciousness,  I  do 
not  find  recorded.     ( )("  his  last  days  nothing  further 
is   known,  but    1   have   observed   that  in    the   cast 
taken    of  his  features  after   death,    ihe    mouth    is 
greatly  drawn  on  one  side. 

On  the  very  day  of  his  decease,  Colonel  13arre 
rose  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  move  that  the 
remains  of  the  great  statesman  should  be  interred 
at  the  public  charge.  He  was  seconded  by  Thomas 
Townshend,  a  rising  Parliamentary  speaker,  after- 
wards Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Sydney.  No 
voice  but  in  eulogy  was  raised  on  this  occasion. 
Even  Rigby,  with  many  professions  of  high  respect, 
only  said  that,  in  his  judgment,  a  monument  to 
Lord  Chatham's  memory  would  be  a  more  eligible, 
as  well  as  a  more  lasting,  testimony  of  the  public 
gratitude.  If",  as  is  probable,  Kigby's  view  in  thi* 
suggestion  was  to  defeat  or  elude  the  motion  in- 
directly, he  must  have  been  not  a  little  disap- 
pointed when  he  saw  Dunning  rise  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  two  j)ioposals  in  no  degree  opposed 
to  each  other,  and  that  he  would  readily  move 
]\Ir.  Uigby's  as  an  addition  U)  Colonel  IJarre's. 
The  amended  motion,  combining  both  ])roposals, 
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C  II  A  r.  was  accoriliiiulv  put  fVoni  the  ("hair.  .Mcauwhilo 
,  '-^  "•  l.oiil  Noilli,  wlio  hail  i^oiu'  hoim-,  not  i'\j)t'cliii«^ 
177f.  aiiv  husiiicss  ol"  tliis  kiuil  to  l)c  Ijioii^ht  foiwanl, 
cnliTcd  the  House  ill  great  haste.  He  deeUuecl 
hiinselt'  happv  to  havi*  aniveil  in  time  enougli  to 
•live  liis  vote  iu  favoui-  <>t'  the  inolioii.  He  was 
only  sorrv,  he  saiil,  that  he  luul  not  hiealli  enough, 
from  tlie  Iuur\-  in  whieh  lie  came,  to  express  him- 
self with  the  degree  of  respect  which  he  wished  to 
show  to  I.ord  Chatham's  memory.  The  motion, 
as  amended,  then  passed  unanimously. 

Two  days  afterwards  the  suhject  was  resumed 
bv  Lord  John  Ca\endis]i.  He  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  first  vote  would  not  be  the  limit  of  public 
gratitude,  but  that  adecpiate  provision  might  be 
made  lor  the  descendants  of  a  statesman  who, 
whilst  in  the  nation's  service,  had  ever  neglected 
his  own  interests.  In  this  suggestion,  also,  Lord 
North  and  the  House  cordially  coneurred.  An 
Address  was  carried  to  the  King,  in  consecpience 
ol"  which  His  Majesty  declared  his  readiness  to 
grant  a  ])ensi()n  of  lOOO/.  a-year,  and  invited  the 
aid  of  Parliament  that  the  same  might  be  annexeil 
for  I'Ver  to  the  I'^larltloiii  of  ( 'lial ham.  A  nu'asnre 
lor  that  ])urpose  —  the  Chatham  Annuity  Hill  — 
was  aeeordinglv  brought  in.  'J'he  munificence  of 
the  Housi'  of  Commons  was  comj)leted  by  a  vote 
of  '^0,000/.  to  discharge  the  debts  which  Lord 
(  'hathani  U  It  behind. 

The  Chatham  Aniuiity  Ifill  passed  tlir  House  of 
Commons  without    one  disseiitieuL  Noiee.      Not   .so 
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among'  tiie  J.oids.      A  ki'tii  dchaU',  maiiilv  on  tlic  (■  n  \  j. 
])Ica  of  ])ul)lic  cconoiiu,  arose  noon  llie  third  read-      '-^  "• 
nig-,    Nvlien    eleven    IV'ers    were    Ibnntl    to    Note    in       177s. 
opposition  to  the  Hill  ;  and  a  Protest  against  it  was 
afterwards  signt'd  by  Ibnr.     Let  the  names  of  tlicse 
last  by  all  means  be  chily  leeorded  :   thev  were  the 
Lord   Cliancellor   Bathnrst,  Arehbishoj)    Markham 
of  York,  the  Dnkc  of  C'liandos,  and    Loid    Paget. 
C)nl>-  a  few  days  before  Lord  Camden  had  written 
as    follows: — "Some    tew    Loids,    as    I    Iiear,    are 
"  inelined  to  mntter  dislike  to  the  P>ill.      I  do  not 
*'  know  their   names,  and  I  hope   they  will    be   too 
**  wise   to   transn)it   them   with    this   stain    to   pos« 
"  terity."* 

To  the  rionse  of  Commons  the  Citv  t)f  London 
presented  a  petition  jiraying  that  the  remains  of 
the  great  statesman,  for  wliom  they  had  ever  felt 
especial  love  and  reverence,  might  rest  in  the 
midst  of  themselves,  beneath  their  own  dome  of 
St.  Panl's.  This  petition  was  snpported  both  by 
Dunning  and  Burke.  "  St.  Paul's,"  saiil  Bin  ke, 
*'  is  now  a  mere  desert,  while  Westminster  Abbev 


*  To  the  Countess  of  Cliatliani,  Mav  .'50.  177M.  'llir  .signing 
of  the  protest  by  Ai\'lil)ishoj)  Markliani  nas  certainly  in  no 
good  taste,  since  it  might  be  imputed  to  personal  re.sent- 
ment.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  not  long  before  (Dec.  5.  1777), 
Lord  Chatham  had  inveighed  with  severity  ngain^t  a  sermon 
■\vhieh  the  Arehbisliop  had  preached  antl  publi-hed,  reflecting 
on  '•  the  ideas  of  savage  liberty  "  in  America.  "  These,"  cried 
Chatham,  "  are  the  doctrines  of  Atterbury  and  Sachevcrelll" 
The  same  sermon  had  also  been  the  sulyect  of  animadversion 
in  an  earlier  debate  (May  30.  1777). 
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(  H  A  r.  "  is  ovrrcnnvdi-d."  Hut  tlu' prejjaralions  for  M\'st- 
.  '  '^  "•  .  iiiiiistcr  Al)l)ry  wcii'  already  niaiK',  and  tlic  Minis- 
1""^.  ItTs  littlo  iiudiiu'd  lo  show  favour  to  llic  con- 
stituents of  \\ilkt'«>.  In  ^^'(.•st^linstcM•  Abbey, 
thercibio,  were  tlie  remains  of  Chatham  laid.  It 
was  moved  bv  Lord  Shelbnrnc  that  the  House  of 
Peers,  as  a  bodv,  shouKl  attend  his  interment,  but 
the  motion  was  overruled  by  the  majority  of  a 
sinii'Ic  vote. 

Notwithstandiniz;  the  concurrence  of  all  parties 
in  the  public  funeral  of  Chatham,  it  w  as,  with  few 
cxce})tions,  attended  only  by  the  ])arty  out  of 
])owcr.  "  Thus  the  Government,"  w  rites  Gibbon, 
*'  ingeniously  contri\eil  to  secure  the  double  odium 
"  of  suiferiuL::  the  thimj;  to  be  done,  and  of  doing 
•*  it  with  an  ill  grace."*  The  jiall  was  upheld  by 
Burke  and  Saxille,  Thomas  Townshend,  and  l)un- 
ninLT.  'I'he  bamier  of  the  Barony  of  Chatham  was 
borne  by  Colonel  Harrc ,  sup|)orted  by  the  Manjuis 
of  Uockingham  and  the  Dukes  of  Nortluunberland, 
Manchester,  and  Richmond.  In  the  absence  of 
the  elder  son  on  fori'ign  service,  the  chief  mourner 
was  William  Pitt,  and  in  his  train  of  eight  Peers, 
as  assistant  mourners,  walkeil  Lord  Slielburne  ami 
Lord  Camden. 

()\i'r  the  dust  of  Chatham,  in  the  northern 
transejit  of  the  Abbi-y,  the  stately  monument 
decreed  bv  the  ('ommons  to  his  memory,  soon 
;ift<  Twarils  arose.     High  above,  and  nobly  wrought, 

•  Letter  to  Ilolroyd,  June  12.  177^. 


ruo.M    J  hi;   i'i:\(i;   oi-    i-Tiir:cnT.  .'iOrj 

stands    his    cIliLiy,    witli    (\'ii;i'r    gesture    and    oiil-   fllAl'. 
stretched    arm,    as     though     in     act    to    hiiil    the  , _^ 


thunderbolt  of  eloquence.*  Not  full  twenly-eight  I'T'^. 
years  pass  and  the  eollin  of  the  son  is  hiought 
beneath  the  father's  statue!  Tlie  ])a\enient  is 
opened  and  the  same  vault  receives  the  second 
M'illiam  Pitt!  "  W'iiat  iiravc"  —  thus  exclaims 
another  ilhistrious  man  piesent  at  this  last  sad 
solenmitN' —  "  what  ura\e  contains  such  a  father 
"  and  siicli  a  son  ?  \\  hat  sepulchre  I'lnbosoms 
*'  the  remains  of  so  nnich   human   exceUence  and 

a  o]ory:^"t 

The  sudden  ilhiess  of"  the  great  statesman  on 
the  ytb  of  April  was  from  the  first  regarded  as 
fatal  ;  as  closing,  at  all  e\ents,  his  political  career. 
On  the  verv  next  morniniT  we  find  the  King  write 
as  follows  to  Lord  North:  — "  Mav  not  the  poli- 
"  tical  exit  of  Lord  Chatham  incline  you  to  con- 
*'  tinuc  at  the  head  of  my  affairs?"  Lord  North, 
on  his  })art,  continued  to  the  end  of  the  Session  to 
express  his  earnest  desire  to  resign.  Hut  he  could 
no  longer  point  with  clearness  to  the  choice  of"  a 
successor.  The  small  ])arty  which  Chatham  had 
headed,  though  comjnising  such  names  as  Shel- 
burne,    Duiuiing,    aiul    IJarre,   could    not    hope    to 

*  This  phrase,  or  one  not  far  ilissimihir,  is  applied  to  great 
orators  by  one  of  themselves.  "  lirachiuni  procerius  projcctum 
"  quasi  quoddam  telum  orationis,"  —  are  tlie  words  of  Cicero. 
(De  Oratore,  lib.  iii.  c.  o9.) 

t  Letter  of  Lord  Wcllesley,  dated  November  22.  1S36,  and 
published  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  No.  cxiv.  p.  4S7. 
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(■  II  A  r.   form  ;i  uovcrniiU'Ut    (»!"  tluMiiscIxcs  siiic-t'   tlu'v    luul 
'^  "       It.vt    thrii    rliicf.      'I'lic  \Mii.u-s,    iiiuliM-    Lord    Kock- 

^  s  ^  1 

i::^.  inuli;im,  li;ul,  in  uii-at  iiicaMiri'  at  li'a^t,  coninultcd 
tlu'in^^rKi's  lo  tlu"  iiuK'i)iMulc-iKH'  of  Aiiuiica;  and  on 
that  izroiiml  I-onl  Noitli  coiiKl  not  l)nt  il(.'i)iccate 
llK-ir  return  to  power.  Tlicrt'  was  licncctortli  no 
iXrt'al  .statesman  to  liad  to  that  middle  j)atli,  that 
course  of  conciliation  w  itliout  com])romisc,  which 
Chatham  had  jiointed  out,  and  mi<4ht  })erha))s  ha\e 
trodden.  Under  these  altered  circumstances,  Lord 
North  was  oradually  prevailed  upon  to  remain  in 
oflice.  At  tlie  close  of  the  Session  he  also  com- 
])lied  with  the  Kind's  desire,  and  <;reatly  ailded, 
not  indeed  to  the  modeiation  of  his  councils,  hul 
to  his  resources  fbrdehale,  l)y  acceptiui;- or  in\  itini;- 
till'  resignation  of  Lortl  iKithurst,  and  conleiTini;- 
the  (ireat  Seal,  with  a  peerage,  uj)on  'ihurlow. 

It  was  likewise,  at  this  juncture,  that  the  King, 
without  solicitation,  showtil  his  sense  of  Lord 
North's  si'rvices  l)\  aj)pointing  him  Lord  W  anlen 
of  till'  CiiKpic  Ports.  To  that  ollice,  at  that  time, 
was  attached,  besides  the  |)ossession  ot"  Maimer 
Castle,  theainuial  salary  of.OOOO/.  Henceforth,  then, 
the  ojlicial  emoluments  of  Lord  Noith,  as  I-'irst  Lord 
of  the  TreasnrN,  as  Chancellor  of  tin-  I\\che(|uer, 
and  as  Loid  Wardi'U,  exceediil  l'J,()(i()/.  a-year. 
It  might,  ))eiha])s,  li:i\e  been  more  t  lioioughly  con- 
sistent with  his  amiable  and  upright  character,  had 
he,  at  so  diflicult  a  ciisis,  and  while  kei)t  in  oflice 
in  liis  own  despite,  refrained  from  so  great  re- 
muneration.      Already,    during    the    \y,\s\    Session, 
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there  liad  ;ij)j)c'arc'(l    in   tlic  Iloiist-  ot"  ( '((miiioiis  ;i   f  j|  ^  j, 
strony;  distaste  to   Iavisv  oOicial  profils.      A  niDtioii      '-^l'. 


liad  been  made  I)\-  Mr.  (iill)eit  to  lay  a  tax  of  no  177H. 
less  than  one-lbiirlli  on  the  incomes  of  |)hieemeii 
and  pensioners;  this  tax  to  eontiniie  (hiring  the 
continuance  of  the  American  war.  Lit  the  reader, 
if  he  can,  j)ictiii'e  to  himseM"  the  hoiror  and  sur- 
prise, on  tills  occasion,  of-Mich  nun  as  Mr.  Ivii^Iu  ! 
— Tile  motion  was  atlirmed  in  Committee  In'  a  ma- 
jority of  eighteen  ;  next  chiy,  on  bringing  uj)  the 
Rej)ort,  it  was,  after  great  exertions,  rescinded  by 
no  more  than  .six.  In  like  manner  a  Hill  from  Sir 
IMiilip  Jennings  Clerke,  to  exclude  contractors 
from  the  House  of  Commons,  unless  their  con- 
tracts were  obtained  by  a  public  bidding,  was 
carried  through  the  first  division,  and  barely  nega- 
tived on  the  second.* 

In  the  course  of  these  last  debates  some  strong 
instances  of  disadvantageous  bargains  were  adduced 
by  Sir  Philip.  These  might,  perhaps,  be  ques- 
tioned; but  wiio,  in  the  present  day  at  least,  will 
deny  the  truth  of  his  general  remarks?  —  "It  is 
'*  impossible  not  to  perceive  tiiat  gi\ing  these  con- 
"  tracts  to  Members  is  an  arrant  job,  ami  creates 
"a  dangerous  influence  in  this  House;  for  tlic 
"  more  money  is  raised  on  tiie  i)ublic  the  greater 
*'  is  the  ])rolit  to  tiiese  gentlemen.  .  .  .  ^^'e  should 
*'  not  hear  one  Member  rise  up  and  as-^iire  the 
"  House   that   he   sells   his  coals  as   c-Jieap  as  any 

*  Pnrl.  Hist.  vol.  xix.  pp.  S73.  108S. 
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r  11  \  r.  "  iiKTclKnit  in  Loiuloii  ;  anotliiT  .slioiiKl  not  engage 
'  '^  "•  "  to  furnish  co:\\^,  anollu-r  .sliouKl  not  contract  to 
177H.  "  su))))lv  shoes!  I  nc\cr  lii-aitl  <'!'  there  being 
"  anv  taihiis  or  slioeniakers  in  this  House."  '1  o 
such  arguments  Lonl  George  (i onion,  in  a  nuiiden 
speech,  acUleil  some  i)ersonal  abuse.  "  Tlic  Noble 
♦*  Lonl  in  liie  blue  riband  (Lonl  North)  is  him- 
"  si-lt'  tile  greatest  of  all  contractors;  he  is  a  con- 
"  tractor  tor  men,  a  contractor  tor  your  Hock,  Mr. 
"  Sj)caker,  a  contractor  for  the  representatives  of 
"  the  people!  .  .  .  Uh,  let  that  Noble  Lord  'turn 
♦'  'from  his  wickedness,  and  live!'" 

The  latter  part  of  the  Session  was  also  marked 

bv   the  return  of  Cieneral   Burgoyne  to  England, 

and  his  re-api)earance  in   the  House  of  Commons. 

On  a  motion  by  ^h.  \'yner  he  had  an  o})portunity 

to  deliver,  in  \indication   of  his  conduct,   an  able 

speech.      His    reciption    bv    the   (lovernment    was 

bv  no   means  such   as   he   had   hoped.      '1  he    King 

refuseil  to  aihnit    him   to  his  ])resence,  ainl   when, 

hereupon,  the  (jcneral  asked  for  a  Court   ]\Lutial, 

or  CoiiHuission  of  Incpiiry,  he  was  reminded  that, 

according  to  precedents,  a  j)risoner  on  parole  couKl 

not    be    tiied.       Lnder    such    circumstances    Bur- 

govne,    perhaps    too    eagerly   and    warmly,    threw 

himself  into   the    arms    of  Opposition.      They,   on 

their  i)ait,  in  j)insuance  of  the  taclics  too  common 

in    sucli    cases,   no   sooner   found    him    disj)osed    to 

join    them,    than    tlu'y    \ie\ved    him    v.itli    altered 

eyes.      I'Vom  censures  of  his  conduct   tluy  passed 

over  to  declare   that  his  fii.st  instructions  had  been 
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liiiiltv,    ami    his    ill    it'C'c'i>ti()n    iiiuk-M'i\  fd.      With   cilAI*. 
Lord  North  \\c  coniiiiiu'cl  on  a  looting  ol'  conrtcsv  ^_ 


ami  respect,  but  \\v  did  not  spare  Lord  Cieorge  177«. 
Cjerniaine.  ("crtainly  some  allowance  should  be 
made  for  his  excited  t'eelin<;s,  when  his  j)ainliil 
])osition  is  considered  ;  w  hen  all  he  asked  was  the 
speediest  op])ortimity  to  deil'nd  himself  beibre 
some  com])etent  tribunal,  and  then  abide  its  judg- 
ment. "I  ])r()V()ke  a  trial!"  he  cried.  "  (iivc 
"  me  incpiirv!  i  put  the  interests  that  hang  most 
''emphatically  bv  the  heart-strings  of  man  —  my 
**  fortune  —  my  honour  —  my  head,  —  1  had  almost 
"  said  my  salvation, —  upon  the  test!"  * 

But  this  Session  of  Parliament  was  not  wholly 
engrossed  by  financial  or  American  aftairs.  It  is 
also  memorable  for  the  relaxation  which  it  sanc- 
tioned of  tiie  Penal  Code  against  the  Kngli^h  Ro- 
man Catholics.  For  a  long  time  they  had  suffered 
in  silence.  At  length,  on  the  1st  of  May  in  this 
year,  a  most  loyal  and  dutiful  address  was  jire- 
sented  to  the  King  from  the  principal  members  of 
their  body,  declaring  not  merely  their  obedience 
to  the  Government,  but  their  attachment  to  the 
Constitution.  "  Our  exclusion,"  say  they,  '*  from 
"  many    of   its    benefits    has    not    diminished    our 

»  Tarl.  Hist.  vol.  xix.  p.  11U4.  In  reply,  Lord  (ieorge  Gt-r- 
maine  was  provolvcd  to  some  personalities.  lie  declared  tliat 
l^Ionsieur  St.  Luc,  a  Canadian  officer,  to  whose  testimony  on 
some  points  Burgoyne  appealed,  had  in  conversation  said  to 
him  of  the  General :  *'Cest  tin  brave  hommc,  ?nciis  lourd  comme 
''  iDi  AUemnud  !  " 
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c  IIAI'.   "  rc\  rrtiu-c    to    it.   .   .   .   ^^\•    l)r^   \v:\\c   to   assure 
'^  "       "  'i  (Mil-  Maii'stN    that    wi-   liold    no   opinions   rcitiii:-- 
177s.      "  nant   to   the   (hilirs   of  ir<'«>il   citi/iiis.      Anil  \vc 
•*  trust    tliat    tins  has  hi-on   shown    nioii'  (k'cisively 
*'  l)v  our  incproadiablc   coniluct    tor   many  years 
•*  ])ast,    uniler   eircuiiistaiices  of  jxiblie  ilisconnte- 
"  nance  and  displeasure,  tlian  it  ean  he  inanite.sted 
"  l)v  anv  declaration  w  hatever."     A  few  days  after- 
wards  Sir  (ii'orue   Saville,   seconded  by  Dunninir, 
brought   in   a  IVill   to  relieve  the  Uonian  Catholics 
from    some   at    least   of  the   ))enalties   upon   them. 
The  objects  of  the  j)roposed   repeal  were  these:  — 
'I^he   j)unishment  of  priests  or  Jesuits  who  should 
be   found  to   teach   or  officiate  in  the  services  of 
their  Church  ;   such  acts  being  felony  in  foreigners 
and   high   treason    in    natives  of  the   realm.      'I'he 
forfeitiu-es  of  l'o])i>h  heirs  who   had  recei\ed  their 
eihieation    abroad,  and  whose  estates   went   to    the 
next    Proti'stant    heir.      'I'he    jiower   given   to    the 
son   or   other  nearest  relative,  being  a  Protestant, 
to  take  ))ossession  of  his  father's  or  kinsman's  estate 
during   the   life  of  the   rightful  owner.      And  the 
debarring   of    Roman   Calholies    from    the    power 
of  accpiiring  legal    ])roperty    by   any    other    means 
than    bv    descent.      Some    of   these   j)enalties,   said 
Dunning,   had   now   ceased    to    be    necessary,   and 
others  were  at  all  times  a  disgrace  to  human  nature. 
'I'liev  were  imposed   (this,  indei'd,  i>   the   only  i)al- 
liation   for   them)    in   the   reign   of  William,   when 
till-   ))co|)K'   had   so   lately  escaped   tin-  ilangei-,  and 
were    still    imi)re^>ed   with   the    dreail,    of   I'ojx'ry. 
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It   inii;l>L  he   said  iii   tlu'ii"  ilc-lriicc  that    in   general    c  II  A  1'. 

they  liad  not   1)lhmi  j)iit    in    execution,  hut    in    some  , ^ , 

instances  tlicy  had  ;  and  Sir  (ieorge  Saville  duclaroil      ITT^. 
liiinself  coi>'nisant  ot'cases  in  which  Koinanists  were 
living,  not  only  under  terror,  but   e\eii   under  pe- 
cuniary payments  to  informers,  in   consequence  of 
the  powers  that  the  law  conferred. 

The   period    of  i)roi)osinL;-    the    repeal    of  these 
penalties  was   no  doubt  hai)pily  chosen.      All   men 
felt  that   this  was   no  time   to  make   new  malcon- 
tents.     All   men,  in    Tarliament  at   least,   felt  that 
rigours   such   as    these   were    utterly    unjustifiable. 
'I'hurlow,   then  still  Attorney-General,  and    other 
zealous  friends  of  the  Church,  gave  the  measure 
their  sup])ort.     Henry  Dundas,    the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  who  was  already  rising  into  fame 
as  a  speaker  and  a  statesman,  regretted  only  that 
the   measure   would    afford    no    relief   in    his   own 
country.     The  Act    now   sought    to    be    repealed 
having  passed  before  the  Union  did  not  api)ly  to 
Scotland ;    the    Scotch,    however,    had    a    statute 
passed  by  their  own  Parliament  in  nearly  the  same 
terms  as  the  English;   and  for  the  repeal  ot"  this 
Scottish  Act,  Dundas  promised  to  move  in  another 
Session.      With    such   sui)i)ort  the    Bill   ])assed,    it 
may  be   said,    unanimously  through    both  Houses. 
Almost  the  only  whisper  of  opposition  came  from 
a    zealous    Whig,    Bishop    Ilinchclitie    of    Peter- 
borough. 

From  the  unanimity  on  this  occasion  within  the 
walls  of  Parliament  it   would  scarcelv  have   been 


'MrJ 


iiisTouY  or  r,N'(;i.ANi) 


(II  \\\   .sii|)])()s«.'il   that   JorlN   \  rars  w  cic  .still  to  pass  Ij^'forc 

, __^   liu'    Koniaii   ('atlu)lics    altaiiK-il    the    rniovMU'iit    of 

177y.  c(jiial  ci\il  rii^hts  —  or  tliat  this  (jiicslioii  woiiltl, 
boyoml  any  othor,  ])i()\(.'  to  be  ihc  slunibrmg  block 
of  successive  Ministries,  the  battle-crv  of  succes- 
sive elections.  While  the  measure  ot'  relief  was 
still  in  j)i(>ij:ress  there  was  little  or  no  fi-rnient  out 
of  doors.  Hut  the  vear  had  not  closed  before  it 
was  aj)parent  that  liie  animosity  against  the  Papists 
had  not  died  away — it  was  only  sleepin<^.  With  no 
nfisconduct  whatever  on  their  part,  real  or  imputed, 
a  few  zealots  ibiind  it  easy  \.o  rouse  the  feeling 
and  renew  the  crv.  It  was  in  Scotland  that  the 
ferment  rose,  both  the  soonest  and  the  hii;hest, 
because  it  was  to  Scotland  only  that  the  still  ex- 
pected measure  would  aj)ply.  The  Synod  of  Glas- 
gow anil  some  others  ])assed  resolutions  for  op- 
posing anv  l)ill  in  fa\-our  of  the  Konian  Catholics 
to  the  north  of  Tweid.  At  lulinburgh,  and 
several  other  Scottish  towns,  Associations  were 
formed  for  the  defence  of  the  Protestant  interest. 
To  produce  and  keep  alive  the  ])oj)nlar  impression 
neither  the  press  nor  yet  the  ])ul|)it  were  neglected. 
The  lueinbers  of  the  obnoxious  j)ersuasi()ii  in  the 
caj)ital  of  Scotland  could  not  keep  thcii'  houses 
without  terror,  nor  yet  walk  thi'  stieets  without 
insult.  The  same  svstein  of  insult  and  threat  was 
soon  exti-nded  to  all  those  wiio  wvw  su))posed  to 
favour  tiuMii.  Thus  the  cT\  was  loud  against  Dr. 
Robertson,  the  justly  esteemed  historian.  .\nd 
why?  Hecause  to  his  otlii-r  nu'rits  he  aildi-d  that 
ot  toleration. 
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'J\)   llic    amials    of   llic    two    iu'\t    vtai>    it    uill    (IIAl*. 

belonu,-   to   tt-ll    how   liom    Scotland    tlirsc   IriiiK'Hts    '       • 

spread   lo    l^nglaiul ;   liow   tVoin    threats   aiitl   imir-      1778. 
murs  tlioy  ripened   into   riots.      Meanwhile  it  may 
be    noticed     tiiat,    tli()iii;h    tiie    malcontents    were 
many,  they  were  lonLi,-  withont  a  leader.      No  man 
with   the  slio-htest  claim   to  he  a  statesman  wonltl 
afford  them  the  slightest   countenance.      At  length 
they  Ibund   a   congenial    tool   and  mouth-])iece   in 
one   who    had   to   recommeml    him    at    least    rank 
and  youth  and  earnestness  t)t'  jjurpose.      'i'liis  was 
Lord  (leorge  Gord  n,  a  younger  son  of  the  Duke 
of  that  name.      He  was  born  in  17-30,  and  George 
tlie  Second  was  his  godfather.      His  life  was  not  a 
long  one,  since   he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two, 
vet   within    that    space    few    men    iiavc    ever    run 
through    more   fantastic   vicissitudes.       He   began 
his  career  as  a  Midshii)man  ;   he  ended  iiis  career 
as  a  Jew.     At  this  time,  however,  he  was  a  Chris- 
tian ;  and  scarce  allowed  any  others,  besides  Pro- 
testants, to  be  so.      He  had  entered  Parliament  in 
177 1-,  as  iSIembcr  for  the  small  borough  of  Lugger- 
shall,    and   though   silent   for    some   Sessions,   and 
even  a])i)arently  during  the  progress  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Relief  Bill,   he  began   shortly  afterwards 
to   be   noted  for  vehement  No  Popery  harangues. 
Showing  little  talent   he  excited  little  attention  in 
the  House,  but  his  zeal  was  sutHcient  to  win   him 
the  confidence  of  tiie  multitude  whose  })rejudices 
he  espoused. 

In   these   jirejudices,   as   in   most   other  popular 
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('  11  A  r.   (K-liisions,  >\  c  ma\'  no  iloiil)!  discoxcM',  or  lliiiik  lliat 
■  ,   \\  r  iliscoxiT,  soiiu'   roiiiiilat  ion    of  tnitli.      Wo   may 


177s.  he  N\illing  to  acknou  Ic'iIl,^i'  that  tlu-y  j)r(>cctHled 
from  a  just  attaciunt-iit  to  llic  Krt()rim'il  faiti)  and 
ostal)lislu'il  ciunclu's  of  the  count  in  .  Hut  \vc 
must  (Icploro,  as  a  toul  >lain  on  our  national  cha- 
racter, the  errors  and  excesses  to  which,  in  the 
ensuing-  vears,  that  attaclinu-nt  gave  rise. 
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CHAPTER   L\'III. 

We  left  Washin<jft()n   at    the   close   of  1777  con-  fiiAP. 
teiurmij;    against   dilHciilties  anil   ])iivati()ns  of"  no  .   ^        •  . 
ordinary    kind.     On    his   ur<;ent  and   renewed   re-      177s. 
presentation,  the  Congress  at  length  decided  that 
a  Committee,   consisting   in    ])art  of  Members  of 
their   own    body,   should   jiroceed    to   his    cam])  at 
A'alley  Forge.     These  gentlemen  beheld  his   dis- 
tress with   their  own   eyes.     Yet  stil!  the  i)ractical 
succours  of  the  Government  were  doled  out  with 
a  slow^  and  niggard  hand.     On  the  ^Oth  of  March 
we  find   the  Commander-in-chief  write   to   one  of 
his  Generals  as  follows:  —  *' By  death   and  deser- 
**  tion  we   have   lost   a   good   many  men    .since   we 
*'  came    tt)    this    ground,    and    have    encountered 
*'  every  species   of  hardship   that   cold,   wet,   and 
*'  hunger,    and    want    of  clothes   were    capable    of 
"  ])roducing.      Notwithstanding,    and    contrary    to 
**  my  expectations,  we  have  been  able  to  keej)  the 
•'  soldiers  from  mutiny  or  dispersion.     Tliey  have 
*'  two  or  three  times  been  days  together  without 
*'  })rovisions  ;    and  once   six    days  without   any  of 
"  the  meat  kind.      Could  the  })oor  horses  tell  their 
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ni  A  r.    *'  l;»lc,  it  would  1)1"  ill  a  strain  still  iiioii'  lamentable, 

,    '    _,   '*  as  mim])i'rs   haw  acluallv  died  from   i)iire  want. 

177^.      "  \)i\\    as   onr    j)i(>s])ect.s    beu^iii    to    brighten,    my 
"  eom))laints  shall  eease." 

Uiuler  eiieum^tanees  oi"  sueh  discouraLTi  nu-nt, 
and  slighteil  as  Washington's  adviec  as  to  pro- 
motions had  now  begun  to  be,  it  is  not  smjirising 
that  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  should  haxc  \)vc- 
vaileil  among  his  oOieers.  l'\)iir  days  later  he  tliiis 
lejiorts  :  —  "  As  it  is  not  imj)ro])er  tor  Congress  to 
"  liavc  some  idea  of  the  present  temper  of  the 
"  army,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  in  this 
"place  that,  since  the  montli  of  August  last,  be- 
**  twecn  two  and  three  hundred  ollicers  have  rc- 
*'  signed  their  commissions,  and  many  others  were 
"  with  difliculty  dissuadi-d  I'rom  it." 

The  military  business  at  the  seat  of  (jovern- 
ment  was  at  this  ])eriod  directed  by  a  new  Hoaril 
of  War,  which  Iiad  bei'U  formed  eailv  in  the 
winter,  ami  which  hail  for  I'ri'siilent,  (ienend 
(lates,  Husjied  with  his  success  at  Saratoga,  and 
constant  in  his  enmitv  to  Washington.  There  was 
now  in  ])rogress  a  secret  intrigue  to  d(.j)ri\e,  if 
])ossible,  the  latter  of  the  chiif  command,  and 
conler  it  either  on  dates  himself,  oi-  on  Charles 
Lee.  For  it  is  rt'markable  that  tluic  was  no 
native  American  whom  Washington's  gainsayers 
could  oj>pose  to  iiim  with  any  |)r()sj)ect  of  success. 
This  intrigue  has  been  called  "  Conway's  Cabal," 
from  the  name  of  one  of  those  most  forward  in  it. 
Hrigadier  Thomas  ConwaN  was  an  ofliccr  of  W  ash- 
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iiiiijton's  army.     In  ( )cl()l)eM' 1777  ^^  ii^liiii'itoii  Iicaid   (   H  A  1'. 

that  it  was  the  intention   of  C\)niz;ros.s  to  jiroinotc  ^       '_j 

tliis  ])erson  to  the  rank  of  Major  (iciu'ial.  Hc:i-  '"~^- 
ii])on  Washington  adclresscd  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
leading  Members,  Uiehard  Henry  Lee,  represent- 
ing that  C^)n\vav  was  the  yonngest  IJrigadier  in 
the  serviee  ;  that  to  ])nt  liim  over  tiie  heads  of  all 
the  elder  would  offend  ihi'ni  grievously;  that 
Conwav's  merits  existed  in  his  own  imagitiatioii 
more  than  in  reality;  and,  tinally,  tiiat  A\'asli- 
ington  himself  could  not  hope  to  be  of  any  linther 
service  if  such  insuperable  difficulties  were  thrown 
in  Ids  way.  Mr.  Lee  re])lied  in  these  words  :  *'  Xo 
**  such  ap])ointment  has  been  made,  nor  do  I  be- 
"  lieve  it  will  whilst  it  is  likelv  to  produce  the 
*'  evil  consequences  you  suggest."  \v{,  notwith- 
standing this  denial,  the  apjiointmc  nt  was  made 
only  a  few  weeks  afterwards. 

Thus  promoted,  Conway  became  an  active  in- 
strument of  the  cabal  which  lias  subsequently 
borne  his  name.  He  leagued  himself  with  several 
other  ambitious  officers  and  scheming  Members  of 
Congress  ;  several,  above  all,  from  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  It  is  striking  to  observe  the  impres- 
sion ])r()(hiccd  by  these  intrigues  on  the  ingenuous 
mind  of  La  Favette.  'J'hiis  he  writes  to  A\'ash- 
ington  :  —  "  When  I  was  in  I'.urope  I  thought  that 
"  here  almost  every  man  was  a  lover  of  libertw 
•'  You  can  conceive  my  astonishment  when  I  saw 
"  that  Toryism  was  as  apparently  prof(?ssed  as 
"  Whiggism  itself.     There  are  open  dissensions  in 
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C  11  A  r.   "  Congress  ;    j)arti(.'s  who  liatr  oiu'  aiiotluT  as  iiiiich 

^        '_j  "  as  tlic  coniinon  ciu'iii\  ;    nun  who,  without  know- 

\~~^.  "  iiiLT  aiiv  thiiiLi:  about  war,  muli'ilaki.'  to  jncl«;e 
"  voii  aiul  to  iikiIm-  litliniloiis  coiiiparisoiis.  They 
"  arc  intiitiiati'il  with  (Jatcs,  without  thinkini^  of 
"  the  ilitlVit'iicc  of  circumstances,  aiul  bchcvc  that 
'*  attacking  is  the  only  thing  necessary  to  con- 
"  qner."  * 

i)i  the>e  intrigues  the  comluct  ])ur>ueil  to  La 
Favette  liiniself  was  soon  to  allbril  anotlier  in- 
stance. He  was  appointed  the  chief  of  an  expe- 
dition against  Canada,  which  had  been  ])kunied 
and  ordered  by  tlie  Board  of  A\'ar,  without  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  Commander-in-chief. 
La  Fayette  accordingly  set  out  for  Albany.  There, 
on  consultation  with  (ieneral  Schuyler  and  other 
good  oflicers,  he  found  that  the  Board  of  War,  so 
strenuous  on  pa|)er,  had  neglected  any  real  ])re- 
j)aration  for  the  field.  Neither  wvn  nor  clothes, 
nor  money  nor  sup))lies,  were  in  readini'ss,  nor 
likely    to    be   so.       It    therefore    became    m-cessary 

•  I><'ttor,  Dec.  ;U).  1777.  Sec  Wasliiiigton'.-^  \\iitiiiL'>,  vol.  v. 
pp.  99.  488.  The  wliolc  ol"  Mr.  Spark.s's  note  in  the  Appendix, 
headed  "Conway's  Cabal,"  is  well  deserving  of  perusal,  though 
seeking  to  glide  gently  over  the  participation  of  the  New  Eng- 
land niernher.K.  Fur  his  proof  to  the  eoutrary  he  appeals  to 
the  hiography  of  Mr.  Klbridgc;  (Icrry,  which,  however,  .seems  to 
lue  wholly  inconclusive,  and  to  make  (for  an  American  hook) 
one  most  singidar  blunder.  It  snys  that  "  Mr.  Samuel  .\dam.s 
"left  Philadelphia"  —  meaning  the  .neat  of  Congress  —  "for 
"  Mapsarhusetts,  on  November  II.  1777."  Hut  Phihid.lphia 
\vn«  then  in  possession  of  the  r.ritlsh  liiic.|.~.  Src  Aiii-tin.-s 
Life  of  Gerry,  vol.  i.  p.  '23f>. 
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lor  L;i   I' a\  c'ttc,   tlioiigh    witli    great    ri'urcl,   to   ic-  c  ii  a  i'. 
linquisli   ihe  enterprise  and   retnrn   to    tlu-   iiiidd'c  , 
provinces.       Il    is    due    to    liiin    to    observe    tliit,       i::^. 
through    the    whole    ol"   this    transaction,     he    had 
acted  witli    j)erl'eet    honour  and    cordial   regard   to 
Washington.     The  latter  j)ithily  observes,  in   one 
of  liis  ])rivatc  letters  of  the  period  :    "  I  shall   say 
"  no  more  ol"  tlu'  ('aiiada  expetlitiou  than  that  it  is 
"  at   an  end.      I  ne\er  was   made   aetjiiaiuted    with 
"  a  sintjjie  circumstance  relating  to  it.'" 

It  was  not  until  mid-April  that  a  better  Iiope 
for  harmony  ai().>e,  a  majority  of  Congress  de- 
ciding that*  (ieneral  (Jatcs  should  relin(|ui>ii  thi* 
Board  of  Way  antl  resume  his  command  in  \\\c 
Northern  district.  Such  was  the  j)rospect  of 
affairs  in  the  camp  at  \'^allev  Forge,  when  M'ash- 
ington  received  tiie  first  draft  of  Lord  North's 
Conciliatory  Bills.  While  forwarding  them  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  he  did  not  conceal  his  ap- 
prehensions that  they  migiit  have  what  he  terms 
"a  malignant  influence"  on  the  })ublic  in  Ame- 
rica.! But  joy  and  thankfulness  became  ])re- 
dominant  in  his  mind  when,  early  in  May,  landed 
Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  brother  of  the  ])lenij)otentiary 
at  Paris,  antl  bearer  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States.  "  it  has 
*'  pleased  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Cni verse," 
says  Washington,  in  his  General  Orders,  *'  to  raise 

*  To  ^lajor-Gcneral  Arnistrons:,  March  27.  1778. 
t  Letter,  April  1^.  177S. 
VOL.  VI.  n  B 
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CHAT,  "us  up  a  iiowiMl'iil  friciul  ainoiii::  the  I'rinccs  of 
'^  '"•  "  tlio  earth.  It  heeoines  us  then  to  set  apart  a 
i:>.  "  (l;i\  lor  ^ratel'iillv  aekiiow  leil^inix  tht'  Divine 
**  goodness  and  celel)iatinL^  thi*  inipoitant  event." 
The  (lav  tlnis  set  aj)ait  was  coniniencecl  witli 
]Mil)lic  j)raver  ;  there  was  af\erwarcls  a  general 
nnister  ot  the  troops,  and  a  general  diseharge  ot" 
the  small  arms;  a  volley  from  the  eannon  of  thir- 
teiMi  rounds  in  honour  of  the  Tliirtcen  Stiites ; 
and  a  huzza  from  tlie  wliole  army,  "  Long  live 
••  the  King  of  France  !" 

Earlier  in  the  year  A\'ashington,  among  iiis  other 
military  cares,  had  attentively  considered  the  best 
measures  to  be  taken  for  the  defence  of  Hudson's 
River.  Hitherto  tliat  object  had  been  attained 
by  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton.  \)u\  tlie>e 
having  been  demolislieil  by  the  IJritisii,  the  (jues- 
tion  arose  as  to  the  most  eligible  jjlace  for  the 
construction  of  new  works.  On  full  letli'ction  aiul 
iiKpiiry  West  Point  was  selected.  There,  accord- 
ingly, strong  batteries  were  soon  in  rapid  j)rogress, 
which,  supported  as  they  were  by  ciikvaux-de- 
iinsK,  and  by  the  old  boom  of  Fort  Montgomerv, 
.seemed  fully  suflicient  to  secure  the  passage  up 
the  stream. 

The  first  step  taken  by  "Washington  to  com- 
mence the  campaign  was  iu  the  middle  ol'  M:i\-, 
by  sending  the  Marcpiis  de  La  I^iyette  with  'JIOO 
men  to  take  post  on  liarren  Hill.  Against  this 
force  a  much  laiger  was  despatched  from  I'hila- 
delphia   in    two   divisions,    which    La    I'avettc    only 
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escaped  hy  a  precipitate  retreat.  Siicli,  t<>L:clIin  c  \\  a  i-. 
with  a  lew  tbragini;'  exemsioiis,  is  the  only  Icat  to  ^  '-^  '"•  _ 
be  recordeil  ot"  the  IJritish  troo]).s  (hirint;  niaii\  1:7s. 
months.  Throii«^h  the  wlioh'  of"  ihi'  sprint.':  and 
winter  tlie\'  had  remained  ahnost  w  holly  inactive  ; 
the  young  ollieers  enj^ai^H-d  in  (H\(.•l^ions  —  as  hii;;h 
play  and  h)ose  amours  —  that  i^ave  no  small 
offence  to  the  sober  Philadel))hians,  Sir  A\'illiam 
Howe  was  much  beloved  fljr  his  warm  heart  and 
winnins^"  manners;  and  the  news  ot'lii>  i"eeall  was 
hearil  with  i^reat  concern.  Before  he  sailed  for 
England  twenty-two  of  the  field  officers  cond)ined 
to  entertain  him  at  a  splendid  iestival,  to  which 
they  gave  the  Italian  name  of  :\iisciii.\nz  \,  or 
Medley.  It  was  the  imitation  ot"  a  Tournament  ; 
the  first,  perhaps,  ever  displayed  in  the  New 
World.  Knights  in  rich  array,  each  attended  by 
a  Squire,  each  bearing  some  motto  or  device,  each 
appearing  in  honour  of  some  ])eerless  damsel, 
whose  name  was  publicly  proclaimed,  entered  the 
lists  and  tilted  against  each  other,  w]iil>t  ladiivs 
looked  on  in  Turkish  attire',  ready  to  bestow  tiie 
prize  of  valour  on  the  victors.'  No  doubt  it  was 
honourable  to  the  (ieneral  on  iiis  retirement  to 
receive  that  parting  token  of  regard,  but  perhaps 

*  See  a  full  account  of  the  ^lischianza  (May  18.  177S)  in 
the  Annual  Register  for  that  year,  p.  2G4.  The  device  which 
the  officers  put  forth  for  General  Howe,  was  gracefully  chosen  ; 
a  setting  sun  with  the  motto : 

"  Lucco  disccdons,  aucto  splendore  resurgam." 
n  K   2 
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(    11  A  r.   ni(ir(>  li(Mi()iir;il)lt*   >fill  had    lie  Kti  lii^  army  a  little 

^'_|^   less  oficiMiiv  lor  it! 
177^.  '1'Ik'  successor  of"  1  lowi",  Sir  Iliiii\   (  Tiiiton,  was 

in  tliaractcr  as  iipriij^lit  ami  amiahlc  ;  in  skill  aiul 
c'liti'i  piiM'  miKJi  sii|)irit)r.  llail  llir  carliiT  stai;cs 
o\'  the  wai"  l)i-cn  uiuKt  hi->  iliicitioii,  his  ability 
luiiiht  not  have  l)ccn  without  inihicncc  upon  them. 
Hut  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  appointed  only  at 
a  time  when  other  ibes  had  leagued  against  ns, 
Avhen  the  ))alii  was  beset  with  thorns  and  briars, 
when  scarce  any  lauiels  rose  in  \  iew.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  impendini*;  war  with  l-'rance,  and 
in  confbrmitv  with  the  advice  of  Lord  Amherst  to 
the  King,  instructions  had  been  addressed  to  Sir 
Henry,  on  the  Jul  of  March,  to  retire  from  the 
hard-won  city  of  IMiihuK'Iphin,  anil  coiU'entrate  his 
forces  at  New  ^'ork.  'liiis  order  n-aehed  him  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  month  of  May  :  only  a  few 
days  after  he  had  assumed  the  chief  command  ; 
oidv  a  lew  clays  before  there  came  on  shore  the 
IJrilish  Connnissioners  for  j)eaee.  These  Com- 
missioners might  well  complain  with  sonu' warmth, 
in  a  secret  letter  to  Lonl  (ieorge  Ciermaine,  that 
an  order  so  important,  so  directly  bearing  on  the 
success  ol'  their  mission,  should  have  been  stu- 
iliously  concealed  liom  them  uiilil  the\  landed  in 
Amciica  and  belK'ld  it  in  progress  ol"  ixeeution. 
'Thus  to  a  j)ri\ate  liiend  wiotr  Lord  (  ai  lisle  :  — 
"  \\  e  arri\c(l  ai  this  j)laee,  allei"  a  \i)\age  of"  six 
"  w(»  ks,  on  Saturdav  last,  and  found  every  thing 
"  Inn-    in    great    confusion,    the    aiiny    uj)on    the 
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"point    of    leaving    the    town,    and    about    thrii-  (    ii  a  1'. 
"  thousand  of  the  miserable  inhal)itants  einbarki-d     '-^  "'• 


"on    boaitl   ot"  oim"   ships   to   coiucn    tin  in   iVoni   a       177^ 
'*  place  where   iIicn    think   thev  would   receivi'    no 
"  mercy  from   those  who  will    take  possession  after 
♦♦  us."* 

Thus,  from  the  first,  the  ( 'onnnissioners  had 
against  them  tlu'  news  of  a  retreat  from  I'hila- 
delphia  and  the  news  of' a  treat\-  at  I'aiis.  further 
still  they  had  against  them,  as  the  Opposition  in 
England  had  along  foreseen  and  foretold,  the  fad 
of  their  comiexion  with  Lord  Nortli.  Vavw  at 
the  outset,  before  their  ofiers  could  be  known,  one 
of  the  leaders  in  America,  deneral  Joseph  Ut-ed, 
answered  a  pri\atc  note  from  one  of  them  as 
follows:  —  "I  shall  only  say  that,  after  the  un- 
*'  paralleled  injuries  and  insults  this  country  has 
*'  received  from  the  men  wlio  now  chrect  the 
'*  aflfair.s  of  Britain,  a  negotiation  under  their 
'*  auspices  has  much  to  struggle  with."t  How 
different  might  have  been  his  feelings  had  they 
brouiiht  their  commission  from  Lord  Chatham  ! 


•© 


*  To  G.  Solwyn,  Juno  10.  177*^;  printed  in  the  Selwyn 
Correspondt-ncL'.  In  a  later  litter  from  New  York,  Lord 
Carlisle  thus  sums  up  his  general  impressions  :  "  The  eountry 
"  is  heautii'ul  beyond  description  ;  the  climate  the  worst  I  ever 
"  experienced."  It  is  interesting  to  compare  his  remarks  with 
those  of  his  grandson,  the  present  Earl.  (Lecture  at  Lecils, 
1850.) 

f  To  Governor  Johnstone,  June  14.  177S.  Life  of  Reed, 
vol.  i.  p.  378. 
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C  II  A  1'.        Ni)t  anv,  cvlmi  tlic  sniallot  ()|)cninu,-,  was  atlbrdt'd 
'•'^  '"      to   tlu'se   inesscngtMs   of  peace.     They  (Irsirecl    to 
177-.       ik'sivitcli   to  the  seat  of  Congress   tlieir   secrelarv, 
Dr.  Adam    l\Mi:iison,  the  well- known  Professor  of 
Kdinliurgh,  and   tliey  ai)i)hed  to  \VasIiin<;ton  for  a 
})ass|)ort,  but  Washington  refnsecl  it  nntil  the  plea- 
sure of  C'onixress  sliouUl  he  known.    Tlie  Congress, 
on    the   otiier  part,   iiail    put    Ibrth    a    Resolution 
deeliniui;-   even    to   hoKl  any   eouference   with    the 
Coninussioners,  unless,  as  a  preliminary,  they  should 
eitlier  withdraw  the  fleets  and  armies,  or  else,  in 
express  terms,  acknowledge  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States.     In  vain  did  the  Commissioners 
address   the    President   of  Congress,    and    entreat 
some  consideration  of  their  terms.     Their  jiowers 
were,  indeed,  most  amj)le.      Tiiey  declared   them- 
selves ready  to  agree  that  no  military  forces  should 
be  maintained  in  North  America  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  General  Congress  or  ))arlicular  Assem- 
blies ;  that  measures  shoukl  be  taken  to  discharge 
the  debts  of  America  and  to  raise  the  credit  and 
value   of  the   |)aj)er   circulation  ;   tliat  in  order  to 
cement  the  union  with  the   mother-country,  there 
should   be  a  recij)rocal   deputation   of  an  agent  or 
agents  from   the  ditlerent  States,  who  should   lia\e 
a   seat   and   voice   in   Parliament,  or,   if  sent  liom 
Ibitain,  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  seNi-ral  Assemblies; 
and    tiial    there    sliould   be    establi^heli    the    power 
of  till-  ri'spective  legislatures  iii  each  State  to  settle 
its  revenue,  and   to  exercise  a   j)iTfect  freedom   of 
legislation   and  inti'rnal   goxciinnent.      In  shoit,  in 
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the    very   words  of"  the  Commissioners,  (here   was  f  n  a  r. 
offered  the  irrevocable  eniovment  of  every  privi-     ''^'"- 
lege  short  of  a   total  separation   of  interests.     To      177^. 
none  of  these  terms,  so  temptin<i;  heretofore,  would 
the  Congress  hearken  ;  and,  after  their  first  letter, 
they  decided  in  a  summary  manner  that  no  further 
rej)ly  should  be  returned. 

Not  that  such  offers  were  ahogctlier  without 
eifect  uj)()n  the  jjeople.  Sr\iTal  Minibci>  of  the 
Congress  found  it  necessary  to  write  to  llieir  con- 
stituents to  e\j)lain  and  vindicate  their  votes  in 
this  transaction.  Only  a  few  weeks  previously, 
Washington  himself  had  observed  :  *'  There  are 
*'  symptoms  which  may  authorise  an  opinion  that 
**  the  ])eoi)le  of  America  are  pretty  generally  weary 
•'  of  the  present  war."*  So  far  as  we  can  judge, 
it  would  seem,  moreover,  that  dislike  of  the  French 
nation,  and  distrust  of  the  French  alliance,  were 
widely  spread.  But  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  Great  Britain  this  feeling  was  not  so  pre\alent 
in  any  one  State  as  of  itself  to  overpower  the 
common  ac(piiescence  in  the  measures  of  the 
central  body. 

The  Commissioners  throve  no  better  with  their 
private  correspondence  than  with  their  i)iil)lie 
overtures.  (lovernor  Johnstone  having  exchanged 
some  letters  witli  .Iosei)h  lieed  and  Robert  Morris, 


*  Letter  to  Mr.  John  Biuiister,  April  21.  ITTS.  On  the  2.5tli 
La  Fayette  writes  to  "Nyasliington,  that  ho  fears  the  three  Com- 
missioners ruorc  than  ten  thousand  men. 

B  I?    4 


'A7(\  iiisrouv  or  r.N(;i.\M) 

r  II  A  1'.   Ills    lonmr   liu'iuls,    \c{    tall    sonu'    Iiiiits   a^    lo    tin.* 
,  '•  honours  and  rewards  wliicli  luiuHit    attiiul  \\\c  pro- 

i:>.  MiotiTs  of  a  rccoiiciliation.  TIicm'  hints,  thoiigli 
iiu-aiiti()ii>lv  niadc,  were  |)crha])s  too  jcaloll^ly  con- 
strued as  atlemj)ts  at  eon  uptiou,  as  otVeis  of  a 
bribe.  Tlie  letters  were  iiumeiUately  laid  before 
Congress,  and  bv  Congress  were  most  angrily 
resenteil.  Another  ineidcul  wiiieh  arose  from 
these  trausaelioiis  was  ot"  the  ludierous  kind  ;  i)ro- 
ceeding  as  it  did  from  the  boyisii  petulance  of  La 
Fayette.  Some  expressions  in  tlie  })ublic  letter  of 
the  Commissioners  to  the  President  of  Congress 
had  reflected  on  the  conduct  of  France-,  these 
moved  his  ire  ;  and,  in  spite  of  Washington's  ad- 
vice, he  challenged  Lord  Carlisle  to  meet  him  in 
single  combat.  To  such  a  challenge,  said  Lonl 
Carlisle,  he  found  it  difficult  to  return  a  serious 
answer. 

I'inding  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  their 
negotiation,  the  ConnnissioniMs  prepareil  to  re- 
embark  for  Fnglanil.  First,  howe\er,  they  issueil 
a  Manifesto,  or  Froclamation,  to  the  American 
])eople,  aj)j)ealing  to  them  against  the  decisions  of 
the  Congress,  and  ollering  to  the  colonies  at  large, 
or  singly,  a  general  or  sej)arate  peace.  I  iiis  Pro- 
clamation was  in  most  parts  both  ably  and  tem- 
))erately  argued.  Hut  there-  was  one  i)assage  liabli* 
lo  just  exception.  The  ComnfissioiuMs  observed, 
that  hitherto  ihc  hopes  of  a  it'-uiiion  had  checked 
the  extremes  of  war.  Ileiieelorlh  \\\c  contest 
would   be   chanu^'d.      ll'tlie   Ibitish  ( 'oloni(">  were 
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to  become  an  accession  to  France,  the  laws  of  sell-   c  il  A  1'. 
preservation   must  direct  Great  Britain  to  render  .  , 

tlie  accession  of  as  little  avail  as  possible  to  her  177^. 
enemy,  Mr.  Fox,  and  others  of  the  Opposition 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  inveighed  with  great 
plausibility  against  this  ])assage,  as  threatening  a 
war  of  savaij:e  desolation.  Others,  ai^ain,  as  friends 
to  Lord  Carlisle  aiul  Mr.  Filen,  assertt'd  that  no 
such  meaning  was  implied.  1  he  tTior,  whate\'er 
it  nnght  be,  lay  with  the  ( 'ommissioners,  and  in 
no  degree  with  the  Government  at  home.  I' or 
Lord  North  denied,  in  the  most  exj)ress  terms, 
that  Ministers  had  intended  to  give  the  least  en- 
couragement to  the  introduction  olany  new  kind 
of  war  in  North  America.* 

Meanwhile  the  British  army  had  relincpiisheil 
Philadelphia  and  retired  to  New  York.  Sir  Henry's 
first  intention  was  to  go  by  water,  but  he  found 
that  the  transports  were  not  sufficient  for  the 
whole,  and  that  he  must  have  left  on  shore  great  ■ 
])art  of  his  cavalry,  all  the  ])rovision-trains,  and  all 
the  loyalists  who  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  their 
countrymen.  I'nder  these  circumstances  he  de- 
termined to  lead  the  troops  by  huul  ;  ami  his 
retreat  through  the  Jerseys,  encund)ered  as  it  was 
with  baggage  and  camp-tbllowers,  has  been  often 
admired  as  a  masterpiece  of  strategy.  On  the 
18th  of  June  the  last  of  the  British  marched  out 
of  Philadelphia,   and   the  first  of  the   Americans 

*  Debate  in  the  IIoii?e  of  Commons,  Doc.  4.  1778. 
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i   HAT.   niaiclic'il    in.      An    cve-witncss   amonn"   lln'    l.itliT, 

, ^  .I()sc'j)h  Ivrnl,  thus  speaks  ol' what  ht' saw  : — "'llic 

1T>.  "  fiu'inv  i'\aciiati'il  this  j)hicc'  on  rhiir^^day.  1 
"  canu'  in  thi'  >aMU'  c'\rninL,s  and  it  cxliihitcul  a 
"  now  and  cuiioiis  scene  ;  many  gloomy  eounti'- 
"  nances,  l)ut  more  jovful  ones.  Shops  slnit  up, 
*'  and  all  in  ^neat  anxiety  and  suspense."  By 
Wasliington's  chrections,  (ieneral  ArnoKl  was  im- 
mecUately  ])ut  in  conniiand  of  tlie  city,  with  strict 
orders  to  restrain  as  lar  as  possible  every  kind  oC 
])ersecution,  insult,  or  abuse.  Nor  was  it  long  ere 
the  Congress  returned  from  the  town  ot"  York  to 
their  former  scat.  Their  ])resence  in  Philadelpiiia 
was  of  itself  some  security  against  acts  of  violence, 
although  little  or  no  legard  liad  been  shown  to  the 
wise  and  magnanimous  advice  oi"  Washington  f()r 
extending  I'lpial  ])rotection  to  men  ol  opposite 
oj)inions.  • 

\\'hile  marching  through  the  .liMseys,  the  Hritish 
troops  wc-re  foMowcd  and  Iiara.ssi'tl  1)\'  \\  a^hnigton. 
Nearly  all  his  ollicers,  being  consulted,  ga\  e  ailvici' 
against    bringing    them    to    an    engagement  ;    the 

•  Pn-vious  to  the  retreat  of  the  British,  "Wnshinfrton  ha<l 
seriously  warned  the  Congress,  that  "  for  want  of  this  "  (par- 
don and  protection),  *'  hundreds,  nay,  thousands  of  j)eople,  and 
"  among  them  many  vahiabk'  artisans,  with  large  (luantities  of 
"  goixls,  will  he  forced  frcini  IMiihuhljdiia,  who  otlxM-wiso  would 

"  willingly  remain A  proseribing  system,  or  laws  having 

"  the  same  cftect,  when  carried  to  a  great  extent,  evi-r  appeared 
"  to  mc  to  be  impolitic,"  he.  Mr.  Sparks  has  deemed  it  cx- 
p«'difnt  to  f»mit  the  h-ttcr  containing  these  passages,  but  it  may 
be  fiumd  in  the  collection  of  17y5  (vol.  ii.  p.  2S3.),  the  date 
being  Juno  2.  1778. 
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Coiiiiiiaiulcr-iii-cliiir    iuvitLIicIcss    clL'tcrmiiiL'il    to  (   il  A  r. 
attack  tiieir  rear.      IK'  scut  forward,  acc()r(lin;^lv,   ,  '    '_, 


a  stroiii;'  ilctacliniciil,  imdtT  (ic'iural  ('liailcs  Let-,  ITT'-. 
now  rclcasetl  iVoin  his  caj)tivity  ;  and  an  action 
ensued  at  Monmontli  Court  House  on  the  'JStli  ol" 
June.  Lee  withihcw  from  the  ground  without 
orders,  and,  as  was  alleged,  without  necessity  ; 
ami  lie  was  ch)sely  pursued  \^\  the  British  ;  but 
Wasliington  coininu'  np  etreclnally  ))ut  a  stop  to 
their  ailvance.  So  intense  was  the  midsuininei' 
heat,  that  se\eral  men  on  both  sides  dropped  dead 
without  a  wound.  IJotli  armies  sustained  a  nearly 
equal  loss,  —  between  three  and  lour  hundred  on 
eacii  side, — and  both  in  the  evening  occupied  the 
same  positions  as  at  first ;  but  in  the  course  ol'  the 
night  Sir  Henry  Clinton  silently  withdrew  his 
men,  and  })ursued  his  march.  Thus  on  the  whole 
it  was  a  j)itched  battle  ;  the  advantage,  if  any, 
being  rather  on  the  side  of  the  British,  who  IkuI 
fought  only  to  secure  their  retreat,  and  who  had 
succeeded  in  that  object.  The  Americans  ascribed 
their  disaj)j)ointment  to  the  limit  of  General  Lee; 
he  was  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  found  guilty,  and 
by  a  lenient  sentence  suspeutied  t'lom  command 
for  one  year.  His  chief  consolatit)n  autl  cinplo\- 
ment  in  his  disgrace  ap])ears  to  ha\e  been  most 
virulent  railing  against  Washington. 

The  liiitish  army  being  now  concentrated  at 
New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  its  princij)al  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  the  nu)vements  of  the  Toulon 
squadron.     The  equipment  of  that  squadron   hatl 
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r  II  A  r.  In'i'ii  at'tixiK  j)rc.ss».'(l  and  lu-arK  complctcil  l)cl{)rc 
'•^  '"•  ,  the  IVi-mli  Declaration  of  tlu-  l.'Uli  of  March;  it 
177^.  kit  j)oi(  soon  alti'i  warils,  and  carlv  in  .Inlv  ap- 
j)cariil  oil"  the  coast  of  Ainciica.  1  Iktc-  were  si\ 
frigates  and  twi'lvc  ships  of  llic  hnc,  thi'  com- 
mander bciiiii'  Count  l)"Kslain<2;  and  there  was  on 
board  Monsieur  Gerard,  accredited  as  Minister  to 
the  I'nited  States.  The  force  nndi-r  Lonl  Howe 
was  ver\  lar  inferior;  fewer  shij)s,  anil  those  ibr  the 
most  part  smaller  than  D'Estaing's  ;  besides  that 
they  had  been  long  on  service,  anil  were  in  ill  con- 
dition. The  first  object  of  D'Estaing  had  been  to 
snr})rise  them  in  the  Delaware ;  bnt  he  arrived 
too  late  ;  the  JJritish  had  already  sailed  tor  New 
^'ork.  D'lCstaing  next  directed  his  course  to  Sandy 
Hook,  hoj)ing  to  force  tiie  entrance  of  the  harbour  ; 
but  he  was  dissuaded  by  the  advice  of  some  pilots, 
and,  altogether  changing  his  j)lans,  steered  for 
Rhode  Island,  and  saiietl  np  tiu'  \ewj)ort  river. 
An  attack  against  tin-  Hiitish  in  that  (piarter  had 
been  projected  between  the  new  allies  ;  the  I'rench 
promised  to  land  from  their  shij)s  lOOO  troops,  and 
the  Americans  actually  sent  a  detachment  of 
10,000  under  (ieneral  Snin\an.  Tiie  Ibitish 
troops,  oidv  ^AHH)  strong,  retired  williin  their  lines 
at  Newjxirt. 

At  ihesi'  tidings  Lord  Howe,  whose  inti'uded 
successor,  Admiral  Hyron,  had  not  as  yet  arri\'ed, 
issued  f()rth  from  the  Iludson,  and  saili'd  in  j)in-- 
snit  (it  l)'Eslaing.  Ilir  two  flirts  were  on  the 
p(»inl    of   engaging    when   si-parated    by   a    xiolent 
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storm;  tlicic  were  only  conflicts  hi-t wct-ii  soiiic  (  IIAI'. 
siiiii'le  ships,  in  \\liic-li  the  hononr  ol"  the  Diitish  ^' 
Flag  was  wortliily  maintained.  O'l^staini;-  now  177s. 
declared,  that,  his  fleet  was  so  far  damaged  l)y  tlie 
tem))est  as  to  compel  iiim  to  ])ut  into  IJoston  har- 
bour and  relit.  In  this  resolntion  lie  persisted, 
although  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  othtr  Ameiican 
oflicers  altogether  denied  the  necessity,  and  e\iii 
transmitted  to  him  a  written  protest  against  it, 
couched  in  aciimonious  terms.  Certain  it  is  that 
the  course  which  D'Kstaing  pursued  on  this  occa- 
sion, not  oidy  forced  the  Americans  to  relinquisli 
their  enterprise  u))on  Rhode  Ishmd,  l)Ut  roused  up 
among  them  a  hitter  feeling  against  the  I'rencli. 
To  such  an  extent  was  this  animosity  carried,  that 
riots  ensued  in  the  streets  of  Boston  between  the 
American  seamen  and  their  new  allies. 

During  this  tinie  Sir  Henry  Clinton  sent  out 
several  expeditions  in  various  quarters.  At  Old 
Tappan  a  body  of  American  horsemen,  under 
Colonel  Baylor,  were  surprised  and  routed,  (;]•  put 
to  the  sword.  In  Egg  Harbour  great  i)art  of 
Count  Pulasky's  foreign  legion  was  cut  to  j)ieces. 
At  Buzzard's  Bay,  and  on  the  island  calietl  Martha's 
Vineyard,  manv  American  >hips  were  taken  or  de- 
stroyed, storehouses  burneil,  and  contributions  of 
sheep  and  oxen  levied.  In  these  expeditions  the 
princi})al  commander  was  General  Charles  (Jrey,  an 
officer  of  great  zeal  antl  aiilour,  whom  the  Ameri- 
cans sometimes  surnamed  "  tiie  No-flint  General," 
from  his  common  practice  of  ordering  his  men  to 
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("  11  A  r.    take  tlio  liints  out  ot'tlirir  muskets,  aiul  trustins^  to 

V ,   tlu'ir  havoiu'ts  alono.  *      Alter  some   tweiily  years 

ol'  turllier  serviee,  the  veteran  was  raised,  hy  the 
favour  of  his  Soverei«;n,  to  the  |)eerai]^e,  as  Lonl 
(Iii'v  ofllowiek,  ami  alterwarcls  I-'arl  (Jrey.  His 
son  l)eeame  I'rinie  Minister,  and  the  greatest 
orator  who  since  tlie  death  of  Chatham  liad  ap- 
peared in  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  otlier  jiarts  ot"  the  Continent,  the  inter- 
niinixhnfx  ot"  savages  in  tlie  war,  even  thouiih  with 
110  authority  from  the  cliiefs,  was  ])roductive  ot 
dreadful  excesses.  Thus  at  this  time  the  fair  set- 
tlement of  Wyoming,  on  the  Susquehanna,  and 
under  the  dominion  of  Congress,  was  ferociously 
sacked  and  hinned,  its  inhabitants  being  put  to 
the  sword,  and  little  merey  shown  either  to  women 
or  children.  Tiie  aggressors  on  this  occasion  were 
a  troop  of  wild  Indians,  in  conjunction  with  some 
Torv  exiles.  Thev  were  headed  bv  Colonel  Butler, 
a  j)artisan  connnander  ol"  note,  aiul  In  .Iostj)h 
Brandt,  a  half  Indian  in  birth,  a  whole  Indian  in 
cruelty.  Unhapj)ily  at  Wyoming  the  soil  was 
claimed  both  by  Connecticut  and  Peinisylvania. 
From  this  conHict  of  ])retensi()ns,  and  conse(|uent 
laxity  of  law,  there  had  been  the  freer  license  for 
rigours  against  the  losalists.  I'\\v  oithem  in  that 
district  but  had  undergone  imprisonment,  or  exile, 
or  confiscation  of  proi)erty  ;   and  thus  were  they  at 

•   Ramsay's  Ilist.,  vol.  ii.  \>.  !M. 
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last    j)i()\()k(.'(l    to   loiiii    a   savage   alliance,    ami    to   (    II  A  I'. 
j)rr])ctratc  a  tierce  revenge.  ,  \ 


Another  such  scene  of  ruthless  iiavoc,  under  the  1778. 
same  leaders,  took  ))lace  at  C'herrv  \'alk'v,  when 
an  ofticer  iVoiii  iMassachusetts,  Ichabod  Alden,  was 
surprised  and  slain.  The  Americans  vowed  ven- 
geance, and  they  kej)t  their  worth  An  e\j)editi()n 
from  Pennsylvania,  under  a  different  Colonel 
Sutler,  and  another  ex})edition  from  A'irginia, 
under  Colonel  Clarke,  having  accom])lished  mf)st 
toilsome  marches,  fell  upon  several  baek-settle- 
ments  connected  with  the  British  or  Canadians, 
compelling  the  allegiance  of  some,  and  with  sword 
and  fire  laying  the  others  waste. 

Such  successes  as  that  at  Old  Ta])pan  were 
regarded  as  mere  subordinate  objects  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton.  His  main  })urpose  at  this  time  was  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  Southern  States.  Hitherto 
the  attempt  had  been  to  conquer  the  colonies  from 
north  to  south.  Might  not  better  success  attend 
the  op])osite  endeavour  of  proceeding  from  south 
to  north,  beginning  where  the  loyal  party  was  the 
strongest,  and  where  the  power  of  defence  was 
least?  AA'ith  these  views,  in  which  the  Cabinet  at 
home  participated,  Sir  Henry  despatched  a  bodv  of 
3500  men  by  sea  to  (leorgia.  Its  capital,  Savan- 
nali,  was  defended  by  the  American  General,  Hobert 
Howe,  but  it  was  quickly  carrieil,  and  the  entire 
province  reduceil.  (neat  ])art  of  the  colonists 
consented  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Kinir, 
and  to  form  rifle-companies  in  the  Uoval  cause. 


.'^S  1  IllSTOKY    OI      r.NCil.Wl) 

("  II  A  r.        Sii-  Henry  had  also   rcccixi'd   sccTil  iiislriictioiis 

..        ,  Irom    his   (loviMiinu'iit    to   mako  a   further  dctarli- 

'■>•  iiu'iit  ol". ■>()()(>  men  to  the  ^^'e■^t  Inches,  the  ol/u'et 
bciiig'  an  attaek  on  St.  I  ueia.  These  troops  lie 
sent  accordnii;  to  his  orders.  Certainly,  however, 
he  hail  ixood  reason  for  observini^  at  the  same  time 
to  the  Secretary  of  State:  —  *'  With  an  army  so 
"  iniieh  diminished  at  New  York,  nothing  import- 
"  ant  can  he  done,  csj)ecially  as  it  is  also  weakened 
*'  by  sending  '^in)  men  to  Halifax,  and  .'>U()  to  Ber- 
*'mnda."*  Jntleed,  for  many  months  afterwards 
the  army  at  New  York  couUl  fulfil  little  more  than 
the  duties  of  a  garrison. 

Early  in  November  Count  D'Kstaing,  with  the 
l''reneh  s(piailron,  (piitted  the  port  of  Boston,  and 
sailed  for  the  M'est  hulies,  there  to  ])ursue  cxclu- 
sivelv  French  objects.  Deep  was  the  ilisappoint- 
ment,  and  loud  the  animad\ersion,  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  northern  j)r()\inces.  They  had  formed 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  Irom  the  IViiich  alliance. 
'l"he\-  hail  found  that  alliance  as  yet  little  better 
than  a  name.  Moreover,  just  before  the  departure 
of  D'l'^staing,  he  had  gi\en  them  another  valid 
reason  for  displeasure.  He  had  issued  a  j)roclama- 
tion  to  ilu-  peo])le  of  ( 'anadn.  in\itiiig,  though  in 
guarded  terms,  their  retiuii  to  the  swaNof  their 
f()rmer  Sovereign.  It  need  scarcely  be  observed 
that  such  ^•iews  were  most  directly  reixignant  to 
tlir   terms  ol'  the   treaty  signed   only  nine   months 

•  To  Lord  ficorge  Gerninino,  Octobi-r  h.  177^. 
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before.      Nor  iliil  it  seem  easy  to  hi  Iunc,  as  is  .still   C  II  \  r. 

asserted,  that  D'l'^.staiiii;  was  actiiii!;  in   iitlcr  i;;iio-  .       _j 

rancc  of  the  real  intentions  of  his  Court.*  Under  177^. 
sucli  cii'cunistances,  the  conihict  of  tlic  majoiity  of 
Congress  was  such  as  to  juslify,  in  a  most  striking;- 
manner,  the  complaints  of  tiieir  incapacity  wliich 
we  find  in  \\'asliini;ton's  j)ri\ate  letters  at  this 
j)eriod.  '^lle^■  eai;erl\  i;nd)raced  a  |)r())ccl  lioin 
La  Fayette  for  anotlu'r  inxasion  of  Canada,  to  he 
concertcil  ht'tween  thcinseKes  and  the  Court  of 
\'ersaiiies  ;  and  thev  shut  their  eyes  to  tlu'  ohx  ions 
probahifity,  that  the  King  of  l-'rance  wouhl  insist 
on  retaining  Canada,  if  concpiered  hy  his  aid. 

From  this  risk,  as  tiom  so  many  others,  hoth 
before  and  since,  was  the  Congress  rescueil  hy  the 
foresight  and  the  (irnniess  of  Washington.  He 
induced  them,  though  not  without  great  diiiiculty, 
to  postpone,  at  least,  this  favourite  scheme.  Tluis 
he  expostulated  with  the  President:  — "  France, 
*'  — acknowledgetl  for  some  time  ])asL  the  most 
"powerful  monaichy  in  I'^urojie  by  land,  —  ahle 
*'  now  to  dispute  the  emj)ire  ol"  the  sea  with 
**  (irreat  Britain,  and  if  joineil  with  Sj)ain,  I  may 
"say,    certainly   superior,  —  if   jiossessed    of  New 

*  Sec  a  note  to  ^Ir.  Sparks's  edition  of  "Wa.slii niton's 
"Writincr^,  vol.  vi.  p.  113.;  and  tlic  Life  of  Gouvcrneur  Morris, 
vol.  i.  p.  1S!».  The  Proclamation  itself  appears  in  the  Ann. 
Rcgist.  1779,  p.  3.).5.  D'Estaing  says  to  the  Canadians:  "To 
'*  bear  the  arms  of  parricides  against  it"  (your  mother  country) 
"  must  be  the  completion  of  misfortunes."  But  was  not  this 
rather  dangerous  ground  for  him  to  touch  upon  with  his  new 
allies  ? 

VOL.  VI.  C  C 
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C  II  A  r.   "  Orlonns,  dii   oiir  ri^lii,   ami   of  Canada,   on   our 

^       '_,   "  Kit,  anil   it"  scconiU'cl  hv  tin-   nnniorous  tribes  of 

177^.  "  Imlians  in  onr  rear,  IVoin  one  extremity  to  the 
*'  otiier,  —  a  j)eo|)le  so  iViendly  to  her,  and  whom 
"  slie  knows  so  well  how  to  eoiu'iliati', — would,  it 
**  is  nnieh  to  he  a))])reheniled,  have  it  in  Ihm-  power 

"  to  ^i\e  law  to  these  States I   laney  tlial 

"  J  read  in  tlie  eonntenanees  of  some  pcoj)1e  on 
"  this  oceasion  more  than  the  disinterested  zeal  ot* 

"  allies But  u])on  the  whole,  Sir,  to  waive 

"  everv  other  eonsideration,  I  do  not  like  to  adtl 
"  to  the  number  of  our  national  obligations.  I 
"  would  wish  as  much  as  ])ossiblc  to  avoid  giving 
**  a  foreign  ])owcr  new  claims  of  merit  for  services 
*'  perforjned  to  the  I  nited  States,  and  w'onld  itsk 
*'  no  assistance  that  is  n()t  imlispcnsable."* 

The  part  that  Washington  took  on  this  occasion 
did  not  disturb  his  cordial  fiiendship  with  La 
I'ayette.  At  this  time  the  latter  a])plied  for  anil 
obtained  permission  to  go  home  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence. His  de])arture  was  delayed  for  several 
weeks  by  a  severe  illness,  which,  according  to  his 
own  account,  had  been  caused  in  great  measure  by 
his  excesses  in  wine.t      Xewrlheli-ss,   Ik>  was  able 


•  Ti)  the  I'rcrtidciit  of  tlie  Congress,  Novonibtr  11.  177M. 

•f  "  Aynnt  voilU',  bu,  ct  trnvailK'!  bcnuroiip  a  Philach'lphic. 
*'....  F«'t«''  partout  nvt'comprossoiiu'iit  il  mo  fortifiait  dc  vin,  <lo 
"  iht'  ct  (Ic  rlnim,  mnis  a  Fislikill,  Imit  riiilK's  dii  qiiartier 
*'  gctK'frnI,  il  laliiit  ccdi  r  :i  la  violcnro,  d'nnc  nialailic  jn- 
"  flnmnintoirt;."  ( MiTnuircs  dr  ina  main,  (  Hi  ii'-p.,  vol.  i.  p.  fil. 
cd.  IS.IT.) 
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to  embark  at  IJoston  bcforo  the  close  of  llic  \car.   <   ii  .\  i*. 
Mis  reception  by  Ins  countrymen  was  warm,  almost  , 
enthusiastic.      *'()n   airivinir   at   Court,"   savs  he,       ilia. 
*'  I    had    the    Iiononr    to   he   consuhed   by   all    the 
*'  Ministers,  and,  what    is   lar  hettei",  embraced   by 
*' all  the  ladies  !  "      ^\'hate\c'^   his   inlhtence   mii;ht 
be  from  his  high  connexions,  or  from  liis  General's 
rank,  it  was  exerted  by  him  on  belialf"  of  his  Ame- 
rican friends.      He  zealously  urged  the  (  abinet  to 
send  ()\c'r   the   Atlantic    both    early   ami   ert'ectivc 
aid. 

In  the  M'c^st  Indies  the  intended  attack  on  St. 
Lucia  was  made,  and  the  ishmd  taken  by  the 
English.*  They  likewise  took  St.  Pierre  and  Mi- 
qnelon,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Marcjuis  de 
I)()uille,  the  French  (lONcrnor  of  ^lartinico,  made 
himself  master  of  Dominica. 

l>ut  the  newlv  kindled  war  between  France  and 
Fnirland  was  waued  much  nearer  home.  The 
command  of  the  Channel  tleet  had  been  entrusted 
to  Admiral  Ive})j)el  ;  a  choice  that  did  honour  both 
to  him  and  to  the  Ministry,  since  Kejjpel,  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  was  a  zealous  o])ponent  of 
Lord  North.  L'nder  Kepjiel  served  Sir  Hugh 
Palliser,  like  himself  a  good  officer,  but  of  dif- 
ferent ])olitics  ;    one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiraltv, 

*  A  Narrative,  by  the  Hon.  Colin  Lindsay,  of  the  occupation 
and  defence  of  St.  Lucia,  will  be  found  in  the  "  Lives  of  the 
"Lindsays"  (vol.  iii.  pp.  330 — 3.)G.),  a  most  pleasant  well- 
written  book,  in  whiehthe  pride  of  ancestry  is  made  subservient 
to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
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(HAT.  and   ()(' c(nirsi\   tlnii'lorc,   a   sii])|)()i  Ut  olCioMTii- 
^  nuMit  in   llic  IIoiisc   ot"  Commons.      W  luii    Kt'ppol 

177^.  lir>t  ai"ii\(.Hl  at  Spitlicad,  lie  foimd  oiilv  six  sliips  ot' 
till-  lino  icady  for  sea,  hut  alti-r  tlie  IVencIi  De- 
elaiatioii  ol"  the  l.'Jili  of  Martli,  tlirii'  were  the 
mo>I  aetix'e  |)^epa^atioIl^  in  all  tlu'  j)orts.  The 
Kini^  himselt  repaired  to  Portsmouth  to  animate 
the  officers,  and  helil  a  levee  on  hoard  the  Prince 
Geor<;e,  the  fiag-shij)  ot"  the  Admiral.  IJy  un- 
wearied exertion  the  iiumher  of  ships  of  the  line 
was  witliin  a  few  weeks  increased  to  twentw  With 
tliis  armament  Kej)])el  sailed  Irom  St.  Helen's  in 
tlu'  montii  of  Jinie.  It  was  not  long-  ere  he  fell 
in  with  two  French  frigates  sent  out  to  recon- 
naitre ;  the  Licorne  and  the  IJelle  Poule.  In 
virtue  of  his  full  powers  tlie  Ailniiial  decided  on 
attacking  them  ;  thus,  in  fiet,  eonuueneing  the 
war.  The  Lieorne  he  captured  ;  the  Belle  I*oule 
lie  chovi'  to  shore  among  the  rocks.  Next  ilav, 
liowexer,  Kej)pel  sailed  awav  from  tlu'  coast  of 
IVaiici'  and  retiic-d  into  Portsmouth.  l''or  this 
sudden  and,  as  it  seemed,  ])ieci])ilate  ri'treat  he 
was  greatly  censured  hv  tln'  piihlic.  As  ln'  al- 
leged, in  \in(hcation,  the  paj)i'rs  of  the  Licorne 
liad  shown  him  that  aiichoiage  was  prej)ared  in 
Brest  liarhoui  for  no  less  than  thiilN-two  ^llips  of 
the  line— -a  force  with  which  his  own  niaiiifeslU" 
could  not  co])('.  It  was  answered  thai  tlu  se  j)a])ers 
might  he  lahi  icated  on  j)urj)ost'  to  mislead  iiim  ; 
and  that   in  an\  ca^i'    he  ouiiht    not    to   ha\c'  nixcn 


luoM    iiii;   I'KAci:   oi'   nHKciir.  3«9 

orders  l\)v  irtrcat  witlioiil  first   calling  a  Council  of  c  n   \  i* 

War.  ''V"J 

« . ' 


In  July  llu-  Admiral  put  lo  sea  once  nioic.  I  lis  itts. 
fleet  had  ben-n  i  (.inrorccd,  \n\\  was  .still  iiilciior  in 
nunil)ers  to  the  l''reneh,  which,  iukKt  ( 'ount 
D'Orvilliers,  liad  aheady  sailed  lioin  IJrest.  The 
two  fleets  met  ofl'  UsJiant,  wiiere,  on  tiie  '>!7th  of 
the  month,  there  ensued  an  engagement  of  three 
hours.  Tlie  result  was  not  decisive.  Se\eral 
lumdred  men  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  se\eral 
sliips  damaged  on  either  side;  and  the  eond)atanls 
were  separated  h\  a  s(juall  ot  wind  and  hv  the 
ap})roach  of  night.  Atlmiial  Kcpjiel  had  l)oth 
made  signals  and  sent  orders  to  Sii-  Hugh  l^alUser 
to  come  uj)  and  I'enew  the  conflict,  hut  Sir  Hugh, 
whose  own  ship  had  suffered  greatly,  could  not 
obey  him.  In  the  night  Count  D'Orvilliers  steered 
back  to  Brestj  and  next  morning,  Admiral  Keppel, 
finding  pursuit  in  vain,  set  sail  for  Plymouth. 

A  nation  like  the  British,  long  familiar  with 
naval  victory,  could  ill  brook  the  news  of" a  })itched 
battle,  still  less  of  an  inglorious  retreat.  Kej)j)el 
and  Palisser  finding  themselves  arraigned,  l)i'gan 
to  cast  blame  ujjou  each  otlu'r.  Sir  Hugh  com- 
menced, far  tiom  discreetly,  by  j)ublishing  a  \  in- 
dication in  the  newspapers  —  a  vindication  which 
liis  chiet",  when  recpiireil  by  letter,  refused  to  con- 
firm. The  spark  thus  kindled  was  blown  by  the 
angry  breath  of  partisans ;  each  eager  to  claim 
and  to  supj)ort  the  Admiial  ol"  his  own  ])olitical 
opinions.      No   sooner    IkuI    the    two    Houses   met 

c  c   3 
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(.'HA  P.   nirain    in    N()\  i'nil)c'r,   than   llii-    iiiaKer  was  keenly 
,  ,   iliscusscil.       It    is   a    rcmarkahU'    Iratiiie    of   these 

17>.  times  that  the  h'achiiLC  Achnirals  ami  (iciierals  of 
the  war  were  also  for  the  most  |)art  .M(.iiil)ers  of 
Parliament.  'Unis,  thr()nii,h()ut  thi' winti-r  anil  the 
1TT<J.  sprini:;  ot  177'J»  ^^'l'  ^'"t^l  'i^'t  only  Admiral  Ki'j)j)el 
and  Sir  Ilnujh  Palliser,  bnt  also  Lord  and  Sir 
William  Howe  and  (ieneral  IJurgoync,  able  them- 
selves to  allege  their  grievances  or  defend  their 
eonduet.  In  some  o("  these  cases  there  were  Com- 
mittees of  Inquiry,  ami  examinations  of  witnesses, 
bnt  in  none  any  clear  or  j)ositivc  Parliamentary 
result.  These  altercations,  in  their  lull  details, 
could  not  fail  to  interest,  because  they  inflamed, 
the  party-spirit  of  \\\v  day,  hut  a  slight  ski'teh  of 
them  may  wi'll  suHiee  for  the  information  of  a 
later  age. 

Sir  Hugh  Palliser  now  brought  forwaril  charges 
against  Kei)pi'l  for  miseomluct  and  incapacity  in 
the  recent  action.  rj)on  these  the  Admiralty 
orderi'd  a  Court  Maitial.  Put  as  Ki'p})el  was  now 
in  an  ill  state  of  health,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was 
])i-oj)()sed  by  the  ( )pj)osition,  and  allowtul  to  ])ass 
by  the  Ministry,  enabling  the  ('ourt  Martial,  con- 
tiary  to  the  common  ruh'  of  the  si-rN  ice,  to  meet 
on  shore.  It  An\  nui't  accordmgK'  at  Portsmouth. 
'i'here  Kippcl  was  seen  attended  bv  maiiv  ol"  his 
])rinci])al  Opposition  friends,  as  their  Ko\al  High- 
nesses of  (iloucesfer  and  of  ( "und)erland,  the  Duke 
of  Pichmond  and  the  Maicjiiis  of  b'ockingham, 
l'o\  and  Ihnke,   and  two  \oung   men,   as  yet   un- 
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known    to    liiini',    nor   yd    in    I'ai  liainiiit,  SliciiiKin   c  n  \  i- 
and  Mrskinc.      It  was  an  anxious   time  lor  all  con-     ''^'H- 


cernccl.  After  ihiity-lwo  days' sitting,  tlicCouiL  i:::*. 
came  to  an  unanimous  decision  that  the  charixes 
were  malicious  and  ill  lounded,  and  that  Kejjpel, 
far  from  having  sullietl  the  honour  of  the  service, 
liad  acted  in  all  resj)ccts  as  became  a  juilicious, 
brave,  and  expeiit-nced  oOicer.  \\y  this  time  the 
tide  ot"  public  feeling  was  running  strongK'  in  his 
favour.  (Jibbon  writes  as  follows,  in  Lonilon,  on 
the  expected  news  of  the  accpiittal  : — "  In  a  night 
"  or  two  we  sliall  be  in  a  blaze  of  illumination 
"  from  the  zeal  ot"  na\al  heroes,  huul  patriots,  and 
*'  tallow-chandlers;  the  last  are  not  the  lea^t  sin- 
*'  cere."*  The  enthusiasm  rose  even  liigher  than 
Gibbon  iiad  foreseen.  For  tw'o  successive  nights 
were  the  cities  of  London  and  M'estminster  illumi- 
nated at  the  tidings  of  Keppel's  triumj)h,  wliilst  a 
lawless  mob  deemed  they  did  him  honour  in  break- 
ing open  the  house  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  destroying 
its  furniture,  and  burning  Sir  Ilugli  himself  in 
effigy.  The  houses  of  Lord  North  and  I  And 
George  Germaine  were  likewise  assailed,  anil  their 
windows  broken  ;  and  at  tlu'  Admiralty  the  iron 
gates  were  forced  from  their  hinges. 

The  popular  excitement  was  revived  a  few  days 
afterwards,  when  Ke})pel  was  presenteil  with  the 
freedom  of  the  City,  and  went  to  dine  with  the 
Connnon    Council    at    the    Lomlon    Ta\ern.       At 


*  Letter  to  Ilolroyd,  February  ().  1779. 
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CHAP.  (^Iwiiinij;   Cross    the    mob    iiisislcd    on    taking;    the 
.  ,  horses  from  liis  carriage  and  drawiiiLT  liim  onwards 

J77*).  1)V  thi'ir  own  strength.  1  lis  coaclunan  a!  the  same 
lime  found  it  neeessarv  to  rehntjnish  the  l)ox  ; 
'*  in  lavom,"  sa>s  a  i'ontemj)()rar\ ,  "  ot  a  iinnd)er 
*'  of  .laek  Tars,  wlio  swarmed  ahont  the  earria^e 
"  hke  bees  round  a  liive."*  Nor  ean  it  be  said 
that  tliis  re\  ulsion  of  feehn^  in  beludt"  of"  tlie  Ad- 
miral was  confined  to  the  capital  alone.  In  the 
country  villages  " 'i'lie  Atlmiral  Kt'j)j)el"  became 
a  favourite  sign  ;  held  e(|ual,  at  the  least,  to  the 
efTigv  of  other  Admirals,  who,  unlike  Kepj)el,  had 
had  the  opj)ortunity  of  gaining  some  great  victory, 
and  doing  their  country  some  signal  service. 

In  both  Houses  of  Parliament  a  \()te  of  thanks 
to  the  aecjuilted  Admiral  was  mowd  and  cariii'd, 
with  only  one  dissentient  voice;  this  came  from 
Mr.  Strutt,  a  gentleman  of  Essex,  grandfather  of 
the  ])resent  Lord  Rayleigh.  Sir  Hugh  Palliser 
felt  keenly  the  reflection  im})lied  against  himself 
1)\  the  recent  decision  of  the  Court  Martial,  as 
will  as  by  the  votes  of  Parliament.  M'itli  higli 
spirit  he  resigned,  not  only  his  emi)loyments, 
amounting  to  lOOO/.  a-year,  l)ut  also  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  (\)mmons,  and  demanded  a  Court 
Martial  on  himself.  This  new  (Oiut  Maitial  con- 
tinued to  sit  for  thiei'  and  twiiity  days.  At  last 
lliev   declared    thai    the    beliaxiour   of   I'alliser   had 


•   'I'ltwn  and   Country  Mapnziin'  for  1779,  ns  qiiotcMJ  in  Kep- 
jH-'fa  Lifr,  vol.  ii.  p.  209.  cd.  1842. 
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been  ill  many  rcspiTts  cxcinplarv  and   hk  liloiioiis.   c  n  A  1'. 
Tlicv  could    not    liclp  tliiid\iiiLi:  it  was   incmuhent     ^'^'''• 
on  him   to   liaxf   madi'   known   to  tlic  ( 'onnnandiT-       177'». 
in-cliiel"  the*  disal^Icd  state  of  his  own   ship,  hut  on 
no  otluT  ])oint   did  tht'y  consitler  him   charncaljle 
witli    misconduct,   and    therefore   upon    the    whole 
they  acquitted  him.      But  this  acquittal  did  not  at 
first    by   any    means    ap])easi'    the    rancour   of   the 
nudtitude.* 

The  Ministers,  though  not  perfectly  satisfied 
with  Kepj)el,  had  no  intention  of  withdrawing  him 
from  the  command  of  the  Channel  fleet.  IJut 
Keppel  had  concei\ed  the  utmost  resentment 
against  them.  He  had  by  nature  a  haughty 
temper,  or,  according  to  the  fine  image  which 
Burke  applies  to  him,  "  it  was  a  wild-stock  of 
"  pride."  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King,  en- 
treating that  he  might  not  be  expected  to  go  again 
to  sea  under  men  who  had  treated  him  with  *' so 
*'  glaring  an  injustice."  He  also,  as  he  tells  us, 
took  great  umbrage  at  the  expressions  of  a  sub- 
sequent letter  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  al- 
though in  that  letter,  as  ])ublished,  and  as  now 
before  me,  it  is  not  easy  to  discoxcr  a  single  word 
or  thought  to  give  offence.  Tndcr  the  influence 
of  feelings  which,  witii  all  resj)ect  to  him,  we  may 

•  An  accompHslied  contemporary,  on  reviewing  these  trans- 
actions many  years  afterwards,  observes  of  Sir  Hugh  PuUiser  : 
"  Perhaps  no  man  was  ever  more  cruelly  used  by  the  public, 
"  through  a  virulent  party-spirit."  (Lord  SheflSeld,  note  to 
Gibbon's  Miscellaneous  "Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  228.) 
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ClIAr.  con>iclcr    on  iMstraiiiid,    lie     iiuilcil    ami     loci'iM'd 
'•^'"-     iliroclions  to  stiikr   hislhii;;   thus  cK'L'iiiinu:  liiniscll' 
i::,).      iii>titit'il  ill  lra\inu-  llio  aciivc  .service  of  his  eoiiiitrv 
at  a  time  win  ii  it  ^rt-atly  iieedeil  men  like  him.* 

Not  merely  Ailmirals  aiul  Captains  took  i)arl  in 
these  iliscnssions.  The  attack  against  I.oril  Sand- 
wich was  heailed  by  I'ox  in  the  Ilonse  of  Com- 
mons. In  his  speeches  he  proceeded  to  the  most 
violent  extremes.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, cried  he,  has  driven  from  the  service  both 
Admiral  Keppel  and  Lord  Howe  ;  he  is  a  worse 
traitor  to  his  country  than  even  Jack  the  Painter  ! 
Fox  even  went  to  the  length  of  moving,  in  express 
terms,  that  Lord  Sandwich  might  l)e  dismissed 
from  His  ^Lijesty's  j)resence  and  councils  i'or  ever; 
and  Lord  IJristol  renewed  that  motion  in  the 
House  of  Peers.  Lord  Sandwich  found  it  neces- 
sarv  to  remind  his  accusers  that  though  he  was 
solely  responsible   Ibr   the  e([iiipiiuiit,    he   was   not 

•  The  Life  of  Admiral,  afterwards  Viscount,  Koppel,  has 
been  written  by  his  kinsman,  the  Hon.  and  Kcv.  Thomas 
Kfppil,  with  care  and  perspicuity,  but  not  without  strong  party 
and  family  bia?*.  Fur  the  LttL-r  to  tlie  Kiiicr,  in  March,  177J), 
as  derived  from  Lord  St.  Vincent's  MSS.,  see  vol.  ii.  p.  '2'2\., 
and  for  the  Letter  from  the  Board  of  A(liiiir;ilty.  ji.  '2'J7.  Ki  p- 
pel  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  a  good  ollicer  and  a  highly  honour- 
able man,  yet  perhaps  his  fame  with  posterity  will  mainly  rest 
on  the  sister  arts  of  painting  and  poetry  —  on  those  two  most 
nobh;  portraits  by  lieynolds,  the  one  inherited  by  Earl  Fitz- 
william,  the  other  purchased  at  Christie's  for  oOO/.  by  the  lato 
Sir  Koljert  I'eel  —  and  on  that  descriiition  of  his  charaefer,  rich 
with  all  the  hues  of  imagery,  and  suggested  by  the  former  of 
those  very  picturcfl,  in  IJurkc's  "  Letter  to  a  Noble  i.oi<l." 
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solely,  but  joiull),  rc.sjjonsible  lor  the  einj)lo\  imiit,   r  il  a  I'. 

of  the    naval    force,    which    was    dcciileil    in    the  ^_ '_, 

Cabinet,  and  finally  sanctioned  by  the  Kint^.  The  iTT'. 
motions  against  him  ini::;ht  be,  and  thev  were, 
rejected  by  large  niajorities ;  still,  ho\ve\er,  the 
invectives  of  the  Oi)|)()siti()n  leaders  coulil  not  fail 
to  make  a  gradual  im])ression  on  the  public. 
Se\eral  oflicers  of  lank,  besides  Lord  Ke])])el, 
declared  tliat  they  would  not  ser\e  under  the 
])resent  Ministers.  Nor  were  such  feelings  of"  dis- 
satisfaction confined  to  the  highest  class.  Before 
the  close  of  the  Session  symptoms,  though  happily 
suppressed,  of  mutiny  had  appeared  on  board  the 
fleet  in  the  Channel. 

Symptoms  of  insubordination,  though  from 
another  cause,  showed  themsebes  in  Scothuul  also. 
Riots  took  place  both  at  Edinburgh  and  at  Glas- 
gow in  January  and  Tebruary  of  this  year,  against 
the  Roman  Catholics,  real  or  reputed.  Their 
houses  were  assailed,  their  furniture  broken,  their 
lives  threatened,  their  persons  insulted.  At  Edin- 
burgh the  })opular  indignation  was  more  especially 
directed  by  hand-bills  against  what  was  termed 
"that  Pillar  of  Popery"  —  a  new-built  house, 
namely,  in  LiMth  ^^y^ll,  containing  a  room  for 
Roman  Catholic  worship.  The  house  was  accord- 
ingly set  on  tire,  and  the  inhabitants  scarce  escaped 
with  their  lives.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  magis- 
trates are  accused  ot  culpable  remissness,  as  though 
their  own  sympathies  were  rather  with  the  ])er- 
petrators  than  with  the  \ictims  of  the  Xo  Popery 
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("II  V  r.  <Hitragcs.  Soon  nfUTwards,  in  llic  I  louse  of  Coni- 
'^'"  inons,  Wilkes  iiKniirc'd  of  the  Lord  Advocate, 
177;,  Ilenrv  Dmulas,  what  had  l)i'coine  of  his  ])roniised 
Bill  lor  the  relii'f  of  tin-  Koniaii  Catholics  north  of 
Tweed.  Diniilas  answered  frankl\  and  fairly  that 
lie  had  drojjped  it  for  the  jiresent  at  the  recinest 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  themselves,  who  dreaded 
that  it  might  become  the  handle  of  further  pcr- 
secntion.  Concessions  like  these  to  uineasonable 
clamour  mav  he  needful  liom  the  temper  of  tiie 
times,  but  even  then  they  leave  no  party  satisfied, 
and  far  from  ([uenchini;-  they  only  add  liiel  to 
the  riame.  Thrcnighout  Scotland  the  Protestant 
Association  and  Corresponding  Committee  gained 
strenirth  antl  confidence:  and  thev  elected  for 
their  President  Lord  (Jeorge  Gordon,  llence- 
tbrth,  then,  the  silly  ravings  of  that  young  noble- 
man in  the  House  of  Commons  became  im- 
))ortant  t)n  account  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
Inllowers  who,  as  he  boasted,  were  ready  at  his 
call.  One  of  iiis  favourite  toj)ics  was  to  declare, 
or  to  insinuate,  that  King  George  the  Third  was 
at  heart  a  Pa))ist !  Py  his  exertions  a  Protestant 
Association,  with  Corresponding  Committees,  was 
formed  in  Kngland  also,  ami  of  the>e,  as  of  the 
Scolti>h,  Lord  George  was  chosiMi  IMe.siilent. 
(ireat  evils  might  be  exj)ected,  and  next  year 
dill  ensue,  fiom  so  tinbuleiit  a  body  joined  to 
so  weak  a  head.  Looking  then  to  this  outbreak 
of  fanaticism,  both  in  Scotland  and  in  Kngland  — 
beholding,  likewise,  tlu'    ri>ing   connmrcial  discon- 
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tciils    ainon^-     the    Irisli,    aiul    llu-    <^vvn\    of   tlu-ir   ('  II  A  I'. 

Volunteer  Associations  —  it   iniulit  be  said  at  tliis      '    , 

juncture  that  llicre  was   no  siiiL;k'   proNince  of  tlie       1TTI». 
Britisli   empire,   far  or  neai',  wliicli   {Wd   not   allnrcl 
just  iiTound  for  most  iria\e  anxietv. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Government  endeavoured 
to  strengtlien  itself  by  the  accession  of  what  had 
been  Lord  ( "hathain's  party;  Lord  North  himself 
to  retire.  An  o\'ertiii\'  was  made  i)V  Lord  W'ev- 
niouth  and  the  Chancellor  to  the  Duke  of  (irafton, 
Lord  Sheii)urne,  and  Lord  Camden.  'J'hev  an- 
swered in  writiuL:;  on  the  :U\\  of  Februarv,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  come  into  ofHce  unless 
the  ALu-quis  of  Ilockini^ham  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  were  first  consulted.  Upon  this  they 
heard  notlfmg  fm-ther  from  the  Ministers.  The 
Duke  of  Grafton  adds  in  his  MeuKjirs  :  —  "Tiiis 
"  circumstance  cemented  the  0])position  into  a 
*'  more  solid  body,  and  furnished  the  means,  that 
'*  Lord  Camden  and  I  improved,  by  ])ersuading 
*'  Lord  Shelburne  not  to  contest  with  Lord  Ilock- 
"  ingham  the  Treasury,  in  case  a  new  administration 
•'  was  to  be  formed.  Lord  Siielburne  yielded  the 
*'  point  with  a  better  grace  than  I  had  expected.'* 

In  another  resjjcct,  howe\er,  tlii'  (m)\  eminent 
did  gain  strength  by  the  great  ascendancy  which 
their  new  Chancellor,  Lord  Thurlow,  had  almost 
from  the  first  acquired  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
Lew  of  their  Lordships  at  that  time  could  cope 
with  that  most  \igorous  intellect,  or  confront  that 
awful  frown.      An  ill-judged  attemj)t  by  tiie  Duke 
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C  H  A  1'.  of  Kirhiiioiu]   to  siil)\(.Mt    iiis   infliitMicc  siMNod,   on 

,        .  tlu'   fontrarv,    (o   cslal)li>h   ami    confirm    it.     Tlio 

lT7!i.       Dukt*  took  occasion  to  launf    Iiini  with  \\\c  lowncss 
ot^  Iiis   birth,  upon    which    Loid  'I'hinlow,  with  ad- 
mirable sense  and  spirit,  burst  forth  as  follows  :  — 
"  I  am  amazed  at   the  attack   the  Noble  Duke  has 
*•  made  on    me.      Yes,  my  Lords,"  here   he   raised 
his  voice  to   its  loudest  tones,   *'  I  am  amazed  at 
"  liis  Grace's  speech.     The  Noble    Duke  camiot 
**  look  before  him,  bcliiiul  liim,  or  on   either  side 
"  of  him,   without  seeing  some  Noble  Peer  who 
*'  owes  his  scat  in  this  House  to  successful  cxer- 
"  tions  in  the  profession  to  which  I  belong.     Docs 
*'  he  not  feel  that  it  is  as  honourable  to  owe  it  to 
**  these  as  to  being  the  accident  of  an  accident? 
"  To  all    these   Noble    Lords  the   language  of  the 
*•  Noble  Duke  is  as  a])plical)le  and  as   insulting  as 
"  it  is  to   myself      lUit  I    do   not   fear  to  meet    it 
••  single  and  alone.     No  one  \  enerates  the  Peerage 
*•  more  than  1  do;  but,  my  Lords,  I  must  say  that 
"  the    Peerage   solicited    me,   not    J    \\\c    Peerage. 
*'  Nay,  more  I   can   say,  and  will   say,   that,  —  as  a 
♦'  Peer  of  l*arliament, — as  Sj)caker  of  this  Right 
'*  Honourable    House,  —  as    Keeper    of  the   (ireat 
"  Seal,  —  as  (Juardian  of  His  Majesty's  conscience, 
"  — as  Loi'd   HiLzh  Chancillor  of  Lngliuid,  —  nay, 
"  even  in  that  cliarac-tei-  alone  in  which  the  Noble 
"  Duki' would  think  it  an  allVont  to  be  considered, 
"as   a    MAN, —  I    am    at   this   moment    as  respect- 
♦«  able, —  I  beg  leave  to  add,  I  am  at   this  moment 
•*  as  much  respected,  —  as  theproudist  i'eer  I  now 
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"  look  down  upon  I"     All  this  time  tiic  (  iianctllor   c  n  a  r. 
fixed  full  upon  the  Duke  tlie  look  of. love  wlien  he  ,  ^'^  "*• 
grasped    the    thunder.     Mr.  Charles    IJutler,    wlio       i:7'». 
\vas  an  ear  and  eye  witness  to  this  sj)eeeh,  deelares, 
tliat  its  ellect  was  ])rodiij;ious  ;   invcstin^i;,  as  it  did, 
Lord  Tinnlow    with   a   charaeter   of  manly   inde- 
))endence,   it  made  him   for  a  long  time  to  come 
])aram()unt   amoni;-    the    Peers,    and    to    the    last    a 
favourite  with  the  pe()])Ie.  * 

liefore  the  close  of  the  Session  another  Foreiirn 
Power  had  joined  the  lea«z:uc  against  us.  'J'his  was 
S})ain.  For  many  months  the  most  acti\e  ])repa- 
rations  had  been  making  in  her  ])orts  and  arsenals. 
Tor  many  montiis  King  George  had  foreseen,  that 
in  all  j)rol)abiIity  a  declaration  of  war  would  follow 
in  the  s])ring. t  Still,  however,  the  Spanish  am- 
bassador, at  St.  James's,  the  Marquis  d'Almodovar, 
continued  friendly  in  his  language.  He  declared, 
that  the  most  earnest  wish  of  llis  Royal  Master 
was  not  only  to  remain  at  peace  himself,  but  to 
]>romotc  peace  among  others.  AVith  this  view  he 
ofiered  his  mediation  to  both  ids  good  brothers  of 
France  and  of  England,  now  uniiappilv  estranged. 
The  answer  of  the  liritish  (iovermnent  was  clear 


*  "Writing  from  recollection,  or  hr  a  slip  of  the  pen,  !Mr. 
Butlor  apjioars  to  have  confoiimlrd  the  Duki-s  of  Grnftnn  and  of 
Richnioiul,  botli  cqnally  spriinc:  fronj  Ciiarles  the  Second,  or,  in 
Thurlow's  phrase,  "  tiie  accident  of  an  accident."  Compare  the 
Reminiscences,  vol.  i.  p.  180.,  with  the  Pari.  Hist.,  vol.  xx. 
p.  582.,  the  date  of  the  speech  being  June  14.  1779. 

t  Letter  to  Lord  North.  October  13.  177S. 
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C  I{  A  r.  and  simple.  T.rt  I'rancc  witlulnnv  all  assistance 
^'^ '"  Worn  AnuMica,  ami  \hc  Kiiiii  would  he  ready  to 
177:'.  r«.'-i'stal)li>h  aiiiitv.  ( )ii  tin- other  liaiul.  tiie  French 
insisted  that  (Jrcat  Ihitaiii  shotdd  aeknow  li,'d_i::e  the 
indej)endence  of  tlu-ii-  new  Anu'riean  allies.  To 
reconcile  such  janini;  pretensions  seemed  no  easy 
task.  As  an  acconnnodatinu^  expcilient,  the  King 
of  Spain  proposed  a  trnce  of  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years,  or  for  an  indefinite  term,  during  which  a 
peace  might  he  negotiated.  This  ])r()posal,  as 
plainly  disadvantageous  to  us,  we  declined.  An 
exchange  of  notes  u})on  the  subject  was  kept  up 
through  the  winter,  but  led  to  no  result.  By  that 
time  the  naval  and  military  preparations  of  the 
Spaniards  were  completed.  TIumi  the  Marquis  ot" 
d'Almodovar,  to  his  own  surprise,  received  some 
new  instructions,  in  ))ursuance  ot"  which  he  quitted 
London  without  taking  leave ;  tirst  however,  on 
the  Kith  of  .lune  tlelivering  to  Lonl  \\'eymoutli  a 
State-])aper,  amounting  to  a  Declaration  ot'  War. 
The  King  directed  that  copies  ol"  this  Dei-laration 
should  he  laid  hi'fore  both  Houses,  stating,  at  the 
.same  lime,  in  his  Uoyal  Message,  that  he  firndy 
relied  on  the  zeal  and  public  spirit  of  his  Par- 
liament. 

It  was  felt,  however,  by  the  piincii)al  ])oliticlans 
bcNond  the  (.'haiuu-l,  that  there  was  something 
glaringly  and  manilestly  lldsi',  nay,  even  almost 
ludicrous,  in  the  pretended  /.eal  of  two  despotic 
Mcmarchies  for  the  new-born  liberty  of  the  Ame- 
rican   lU-public.      Oilier    motives    to  justify    their 
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conduct  against  JCii^land  must  he  ibmul  or  iVaincd.   en  \  i\ 
Accordingly,  there  was  |)id)lished  at  Madrid  another  .  '"^  '"• , 
and  lonjj^er  Manifesto,  containing  an  eIal)orate  state-       iTT'f. 
nientoftlie  grievances  of  Spain  during  the  hist  few- 
years,  as  violations  of  lier  territory  in   the   IJay  of 
Honduras,  and  various  insults  or  interruptions  to 
her  trade.      At  Paris  a  similar  Manifesto  of  wrongs 
on  the  ])art  of  France  was  ))ut  forth  at  nearly  the 
same    time.     The    last    of  these   documents   drew 
from   the  Britisli   Ministry  an   answer,  not,  indeed, 
official,   but  showing,   with  cogent  reasons  and   in 
eloquent  language,  the  ill-faith  upon  the  other  side  ; 
for  this   "  Justifying  Memorial,"  as  it  was  termed, 
the  pen  of  Gibbon  was  em])loyed. 

With  this  league  of  Foreign  Powers  against  us,  — 
with  projects  of  invasion  loudly  vaunted  and  near 
impending,  —  it  became  needful  to  })rovide  most 
vigorous  measures  for  defence.  It  cannot  be  said 
that  the  Ministers,  obstructed  as  thev  were  bv 
political  opponents,  showed  themselves  wanting  in 
their  duty  at  this  crisis.  '^rhey  pro])osed  and 
passed  (though  not  without  some  curtailment  in  the 
Lords*)  an  Act  for  augmenting  the  Militia.  They 
had  in  readiness  anotlier  and  still   more  stringent 


*  On  this  occasion  of  tlic  Peers'  amendments,  Lord  North 
said  in  the  Commons:  "He  wished  most  heartily  thi>  whole 
"  Bill  had  been  sufTered  to  stand ;  as  it  had  not,  lie  must  take 
"  tlie  remnant  and  pick  up  even  the  crumbs  which  fell  from 
"  their  Lordships'  table."  For  this  phrase  he  was  keenly  up- 
braided by  Sir  George  Yonge,  who  called  it  an  "  abject  humi- 
"  liation."  Pari.  Hist.,  vol.  xx.  p.  1016. 
VOL.  VI.  n  D 
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(HAT.  iiieasme,  —  to  Mis^)i'n(l  for  six  months  all  cxeinp- 
^  '  ",  tions  tVoni  inipri'ssim'iit  iiUo  tlic  Royal  Xavy  ;  or, 
177y.  in  jiict,  to  iiivctlu'  ( iovcrniiicnt  cliiriiiu;  that  ])cii()il 
the  power,  at  thoir  discretion,  to  man  the  fleet 
>\ith  aii\'  jioriioii  ot"  ilu'  people.  This  extraor- 
dinary measnre,  called  lor  hy  the  exiLj;encies  ol'  the 
times,  was  bron^ht  forward  in  u  no  less  extraordi- 
nary manner.  On  the  niL;ht  of  the  2.'3rd  of  June, 
at  t\yenty  minutes  past  t\yelye  o'clock,  and  as  the 
House  of  Commons  \yas  on  the  j)oint  of  adiourniiii;-, 
AVedderburn,  now  Attorney-Cieneral,  rose  in  his 
l)lace,  and,  without  any  preyious  notice,  moyed  for 
leaye  to  brini!^  in  tliis  Bill,  with  a  retrosj)ectiyc  efl'ect 
from  the  17th.  A\'hile  exj)lainin;;  its  proyisions  he 
did  not  attempt  to  disguise  its  arbitrary  character. 
He  defended  it  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  urgiiif!^ 
that,  when  the  iinasion  of  our  shores  was  threat- 
ened by  ))ertidious  foes,  it  behoyed  us  to  remoye 
all  legal  impeiliments  in  the  way  ot'  calling  cycry 
man  to  the  aid  of  the  State,  —  to  hold  out  encour- 
agement to  llu-  wilhng,  and  to  compel  tlu'  reluc- 
tant to  join  in  the  dilenei'.  lie  stated,  that  there 
were  at  Portsmouth  six  or  eight  shij)s  of  the  line 
ready  for  sea,  but  lying  useless  lor  want  of  sailors; 
and  that  they  could  not  be  manned  if  the  power 
ot"  impressment  continued  to  be  clogged  with  com- 
mon-law and  statutable  restrictions.  "  Will  you, 
"  then,"  \\v  asked,  "continue  these  imjjediments  ? 
"  Will  \ ou  submit  to  an  inferioiity  at  sea,  —  allow 
"  your  nun-of-war  to  rot  in  your  harboiu's,  —  and 
*'  trust  the  existence  of  this  C(;untry  to  the  liite  of  a 


iium  Tin;   im'acf:  or  iTi(r.< m.  l'»;j 

*'  battle  on  slioiv  ?     So  confidonf  docs  llieCiovrrn-   c  n  .\  !'. 

"  nuMit  feci  in  the  eo.operation   of  l*arliani(.'nt   on      '^m 

*'  this  occasion,  that  I  do  not   sc'iiij)lc'  to  tt'll  \<)ii,       1771; 

''that    the    unrestricted    inij)ressinent     whieii    this 

'*  Hill   is  to  authorise   has  ahcady  hei^nn, — that  I 

•'  make  this  motion  at  this  late  iiour  without  notice 

•'  for  the  |)urj)ose  of  rendering  the  measure  etl'ec- 

•'  tual,  and  ])reventing  any  from  evading  it  ;  —  and 

"  that    I    hoj)e,    hv    the    susj)(.'iisioii    of    Standing 

**  Orders,  it   may  to-morrow  he  carried  thiongli  all 

**  its  stages!"     Sir  (icorge  Savillc,  and  the  otiiei- 

Members  of  the  ()j)i)osition  who   liapj^ened  to  be 

j)resent,    though    taken    by   siuprise,    raised   every 

difficulty,   and   offered   every   f)l)struction    in   their 

power.      "  It   is  reducing    this   House,"   ciied   Sir 

George,  "to  act  as  so  many  midnight  consj)irat()rs, 

**....  coming  like  hired  ruffians  with  poniards 

'*  under  their  cloaks!     Methinks  I  hear  the  hcart- 

"  felt  shrieks  of  the  miserable  wife,  or  of  the  aged 

"  and    helpless    parent,    entreating    the    midnight 

*'  ruffians  not  to  drag  from  them  a  tender  husband, 

"or  a  dutiful  and  beloved   son!"      Nevertheless, 

at  one  o'clock  that  night  the  Hill  was  brought  in, 

and  read  a  first  and  second  time.     On  the  morrow 

it  was  sent  to   the  Lords,  where,  however,  it  gave 

rise  to   keen  debates,   and  it   did   not   receive  the 

Royal  Assent  until  the  last  day  of  the  Session.* 


*  Lord  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  ChanooUors,  vol.  vi.  p.  127. 
(though  in  error  as  to  the  «latrs),  ami  Pari.  Hist.,  vol.  xx.  p.  962. 
In  the  debate   upon  this   Bill   in    the  Peers,  Lord   Sandwich 
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(  U  A  P.        The   ParlianuMit    was   ])r()roi^iK'(l   on   tlio  <h\\  of 
,  .  .)iiiv,  but  iUviv  was  not  \\\c  smallrst   slackciiinL;-  oi" 

177'J.  the  warlikr  j)icj)arations.  On  tlio!)tli  was  issued  a 
Hoyal  Proclamation  cIiaiixinLT  all  ofTiccM^s,  civil  or 
military,  in  tlii'  excnt  of"  an  invasion,  to  cause  all 
horses,  cattle,  and  provisions,  to  \)v  driwn  Irom  the 
coasts.  A  boom  was  drawn  across  the  entrance  of 
l*lymouth  Harbour.  A  sufficient  force  lined  the 
batteries  of  Portsmouth.  It  was  alleged  by  the 
})arty  out  of  ])ower  that  these  equipments  bore 
signal  marks  of  hurry  and  cont'usion.  It  was  said 
that  at  Plymouth  there  was  no  adecpiate  supply  of 
powder  —  that  the  balls  did  not  fit  the  guns  —  that 
there  were  no  hand-spikes  or  other  small  stores  — 
that  even  flints  for  the  muskets  were  wanting.  Hut 
most  of  these  charges  were  streinioush  denied  on 
the  ))art  of  (lovernment  ;  and  it  is  dilhcult  to  dis- 
cover the  real  truth  amidst  the  conflict  of  respect- 
able authorities.  Thus  we  may  observe  the  Duke 
of  Kichmond  declare,  in  his  place  in  Parliament, 
that  he  had  himself  gone  down  to  examine  Ply- 
mouth. There  lie  owned  that  he  iiad  lound  col- 
lected nearly  .OOOO  of  land-forces  ;  but  no  more 
than  thirty-six  or  thirty-eight  in\alids,  as  artillery- 
men, to  moimt  the  batteries  and  work  two  hundred 
guns.  \o  sooner  had  the  Duke  sat  down  than  the 
First  Loid   of"  the  Ailiniiahy  rose,  and  with   e(|ual 


stated:  "  Tlie  mimber  of  our  Pcamen  nt  prc.-^t  ni  i.-  Si, 000, 
"which,  considering  tliat  we  Ipst  18,000  of  the  seamen  em- 
'*  jdojM-d  last  war,  by  not  liaving  America,  is  Hurely  a  very 
"  considerable  number." 
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positivcMU'ss  staled  lliat  al  the  time  aiul  place  wli'uli   <   ha  I*, 
his  Grace  liacl  .sj)eci(ieil  tliere  hail  l)eeii  upwards  oi'  ^-^  **'•  ^ 
.000  seamen  on  shore,  well  acipiaiiited  willi  tlu-  u^e       177:>. 
of  artillery,  and  qnite  ready  to  serve  it  il'  ri'tpiiriHl.* 
A\'ith    the   land-tbrces,  it  aj)pears    to   have  been 
less  easy  to  find  fault.      A  large  encampment  had 
some  time  since  been   formed  on   Cox    Heath,  in 
front  of  Maidstone,  comprising  bodies  of  Militia, 
drawn   liom    many  counties.     There,  for  instanci', 
stood  arrayed  the  Suffolk  Militia,  with  the  Duke  ol' 
Grafton  at  their   head.      It    might  be  objected   to 
these  men,  that   they   had  little  discipline  and   no 
experience.      But   beyond   all  (piestion  they  were 
resolute  and   eager;    and   luul   ihe  enemy  landeil, 
woidd    have   done   their   duty.      Through    all    the 
southern  counties  there  arose  a  military  spirit.     It 
was  shown,  not  merely  in  set  speeches  or  on  solemn 
occasions,  but  in  the  connnon  and  often  ludicrous 
use  of  military  phrases.     As  some  evidence   and 
token    of  that    fact,    let    us    not   disdain    e\en   the 
jests  of  the  play-wrights.    Thus,  in  one  small  j)iece, 
to  w  hich  the  Camj)  at  Cox  Heath  gave  both  subject 
and  title,  I  find  "  Sir  Harry  13ou(piet"  complain  : — 
"  As  I  travelled  down,  the  fellows  at  the  turnpikes 
'*  demanded   the  countei-sign   of  my  serxants,    in- 
"  stead   of  the    tickets!      Then,    when    I    got    to 
**  Maidstone,   I  louiul  the  \ery  waiters    luul  got   a 

*  Debate  in  the  Lords  on  the  Address,  November  2.5.  ITTf). 
In  corroboration  of  Lord  Sandwich,  see  also  the  speech  next 
day  in  the  Commons,  of  Admiral  Lord  Shuldham,  who  liad 
commanded  at  Plymouth  at  the  time  in  question. 
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(.'MA  V.  "  .smatfiMii);;-  oftai'tirs;  lor  iii(|iiiriii^-  what  I  could 
^  '  '  .  "  have  lor  ciiuner,  a  chill-waiter,  after  reviewing 
1T7;».  "  liis  hill  of  fare  with  the  air  of  a  Field  Marshal, 
•'  jiroposed  an  advanced  j)arty  ol  suiip  and  bouilli, 
*'  to  he  loliowed  by  the  main  body  of  liam  and 
"  chickens,  tlankcd  i)y  a  fricassee,  and  witii  a  corj)s- 
*'  de-reserve  ot' sweet-meats  !  "  * 

Neither  in  tiiis  passai^e,  nor  in  any  other  of  my 
liistory,  do  I  offer  any  aj)oh)i;y  for  inserting  details, 
even  the  most  trivial,  if  they  portray  the  feelings, 
the  temper,  or  the  manners,  of  the  lime.  But  a  more 
solid  j)roof  of  the  ])ul)lic  sj)irit  at  this  juncture  is 
aflbrded  by  the  state  of  pu])lic  credit.  It  appears 
that,  in  this  month  of"  July,  when  so  large  a  force 
was  ranged  on  the  oj)posite  shores  —  when  an  in- 
vasion of  oiu' own  was  every  day  e.\j)ected  — the 
funils  were  ne\er  more  than  one  pir  cent,  below 
their  rati'  in  the  Januaiy  i)receding.t  Both  private 
gentlemen  and  public  bodies  (foremost  among  the 
latter  the  East  India  Conipany)  entered  into  large 
subscrij)ti()ns  for  raising  tro()])s,  giving  bounties  to 
seamen,  or  i'(juii)ping  ))ri\atci>rs.  It  was  acknow- 
ledged l)v  the  ( )pj)o>ilion    that    the  .Militia  thiMi  in 


*  I'ho  Camp,  act  ii.  ."-ci-nc  .'}.  Thi.s  IM.iy,  (Iiinij;li  a  mcro 
tritlf,  or  in  the  Kn-ncli  plira.><c,  a  fiUrr  tir  rinoustdiirc,  eaiiu! 
from  no  less  u  pen  tlian  SlR-ritlan'.'^. 

t  TIm^  lowest  price  of  the  llino  per  cent  consols,  in  .laiiiiarv, 
1771),  wn.H  GOJ,  ;  tin-  lowest  price  in  July,  177f),  was  oJ)?.  Ann. 
I{e;{ist.,  p.  2.50.  On  tlu;  20tli  of  Aucrust,  Keppel  writes  to 
l{«x-kinglium  :  "  WouM  your  Lnrd.^liip  lieliijve  it?  tin;  stocks 
"  arc  ogmeiiiiiig  better  to-day  I  " 
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arms  diil   not  (all  far  short  of  .0(),()()(),  ami  lliat  the   {    n  .\  i- 
regular  tro()})s  of  various  kiiuls  within  ihi'  kimrdom     •^"J- 
were  almost  as  many.*      \\\\]\  tiuth  might  one  of      177'j. 
the    Ministers    ileelare     that,    "  the     spirit    of   the 
"nation  docs  not  shrink  iiom   the  increase  of  its 
"  diflicultics."      With    ccjual    tiutii    might   he   say 
that  *'  the  King's  magnanimity  is  not  to  he  shaken 
"  by  the  nearness  of  danger."  t      His  Majesty  had 
determined,  if  the  l''rc'iieh  should  land,  to  put  him- 
self at   till'   heail  of  his  armed   subjects,  animating 
them  by  his  exertions  and  example. 

On  the  other  side  the  preparations  for  attack  had 
been  niaile  upon  a  formidable  scale.  The  French 
Hnances,  till  now  on  the  verge  of  banki  iijjtey,  had 
been  brought  to  a  more  Nourishing  or,  at  least, 
more  promising  condition,  since  M.  Xecker,  a  rich 
and  able  banker  from  Geneva,  had  been  named 
their  Director-General.  A  French  army,  amount- 
ing probably  to  near  .50,000  men,  liad  been  marched 
towards  the  Channel  ports  from  Havre  to  St.  Malo. 
Their  advanced  division  was  commanded  1)\-  the 
Count  dc  llochambeau,  and  their  main  bodv  by 
the  Mareschal  de  liroglie  ;  and  their  project  for  a 
landing  ])ointed  to  our  southern  shores.  Having 
left  the  poit  of  Drest,  the  I'ri'inh  lleet,  under 
D'Orvilliers,  effected  a  iimction  with  tlu'  Sj)anish; 
the  whole  force,   thus   combined,   amounting  to  no 

*  Speech  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in  tlie  House  of  Lords, 
November  25.  1779. 

t   Lord  George  Germuinc  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  August  28. 
1779. 
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«.  11  A  r.  less  than   .si\ty-si\  xiil  of  the   line,  with  a  train  iA 
l.\  m^  frigates  ami  small  ships.      Never,  sinee  the  days  of 
ITT'j.       the  Armaila,  hail    so   ixrvM    a   iK'i't  of  foemeii    rode 
the  Hritish  ChaniU'l.      Auaiiist   these  sixty-six   sail 
of  the   lines    "^ii"  (  harles    Hardy,  the   successor   in 
commanil  to  Keppel,  had  not,  with  every  exertion, 
l)een  ahle  to  hring  together  more  than  thirty-eiglit. 
He  eonlil  not  })revent  the  enemy  from  insulting  the 
Driti^h  coast,  nor  from  pursuing  him,  first  near  the 
Scilly   Isles,   and    then    towards  the  straits    of  the 
Channel.      Nevertheless  he   api)cars   to   have   dis- 
])0sed  his  inferior  numbers  to  the  best  advantage. 
He  lost  only  one  shij),  the  Ardent,  and  that  by  the 
error  of  her   captain,   who  ventured   out    too   far, 
mistaking  the  hostile  fleet  for  our  own.    Sir  Ciiarles 
liaving  tlrawn  the  enemy  from  before  Plymouth, 
succeeded    likewise    in    covering    Spithead  ;     and 
being    also,    in    some    measure,    favouri'il    by    the 
easterly  wind,  he  gained  that  greatest  of  all  objects 
in    defensive    warfare — time,      lioth    the    French 
and   Sj)aiii.sli   s\u\)s  hail   been  too  hastily  e(pfij)peil, 
and  were  not  ([uite   seaworthy.      It  was  afterwards 
declared  by  Lord   North,    in   the    House   of  C'om- 
nions,  that  had  Sir  Charles  Hardy  known  then  as 
wi'll  as  he  did  afterwards  the  intt-rnal  state  of  thi-ir 
fleet,   ill'   would    have  \\islied   and  i-arnestly  sought 
an  engagenu-nt,  notwithstanding  his  own  inferiority 
of  force. 

Meanwhile  there  hail  arisen  a  violent  dissension 
between  the  two  allied  Admirals.  The  Sj)aniard 
wished,  without  dela}',  to   laud   the  invading  army 
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oil  llic  IJritisli  shores  ; --till'  J'VoK'Imiaii  llioiiulit  c  n  .\  i'. 
il  iiccfssarv,  in  llic  (iisl  ))lac-c',  to  attack  and  iklrat  'VIII. 
the  British  fleet.  In  (hi*  (li(eeti\ c  stale  of  their  177:,. 
own  sliips,  tlie  approacliiiig  ecjuinoetial  ^alcs  were 
dreaded;  and  a  niali<4nant  disteinj)er  hatl  broken 
out  among  the  crews.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  Spanish  commander  declared,  in  a  ])eremi)tory 
tone,  to  the  l''reiieh,  thai  it  had  become  necessary 
for  him  to  rehiupiish  the  present  enteri)rise,  and 
return  to  tlie  ports  of  his  owi*  country.*  D'Oixil- 
Hers  luul  no  clioice  but  to  follow  that  example.  lie 
brought  back,  therefore,  his  own  fleet  into  Brest, 
where,  mortiiied  at  his  recent  iaihire,  he  resigned 
the  command,  and  afterwards,  it  is  said,  withdrew 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life  into  a  convent.!  Thus 
for  the  time  did  all  danger  of  invasion  pass  away. 
Thus,  when  the  House  of  Commons  met  a<rain, 
might  the  Prime  ^Minister  of  England  describe  as 
follows,  not  unaptly,  the  j)roceedings  of  our  enemies 
in  the  last  campaign:  —  "They  had  litti'd  out  a 
"  formidable  fleet,  they  appeared  upon  our  coasts, 
"  they  talked    big,    threatened    a   great   deal,    did 


*  Statement  of  Count  Florida  Blanca,  as  cited  in  Coxc's 
Kings  of  Spain,  vol.  v.  p,  2o.  See  aljo  in  my  Appendix  to 
this  volume,  an  extract  from  the  MS.  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton. 

t  Amodec  Kcnce,  Continuation  do  Sismondi  (p.  122.  e<l.  1844), 
a  work   that   cannot,   however,   be    commended    for    accuracy. 

"Wliat  will  an  English  reader  say  to  the  following /«<■/ J* "II 

"  faut  so  rappoller  fjuo  notre  abaissement  a  nous,  etait  le  but  do 
"  la  politi«pie  de  Chatham.  II  faut  so  rappeller  qu'il  avait  si^iio 
"  contre  nous  hi  terrible  paix  de  1 7G3  ! " 


410  iiisroiJY   cr   r.\(;i.\.M) 

^"  '•  A  r.   "  nothiiiii:,  and  rctirid.    'I'licir  iniinctisc  annanuMits 

I.NIii.  '        ,    ,  ,    ,    •         n- 

» ,   "  were  ])ara(k'tl   to   no   j)nrj)()sc,  antl  then"  nnlliuns 

''••'•       "  sj)(.'nt  in  vani." 

Al  this  tryini;  time,  the  lait;lish  coinnianclcr, 
Sii-  Cliark's  Hardy  —  a  i^ood  ami  gallant  si-anian, 
tlioni:;h  a  little  })ast  his  prime,  —  ajipears  to  iiave 
l)erlbrmed  his  dnty  well.  It  is  ])ainf'id  to  contrast 
his  condnet  with  that  of"  other  Admirals,  not  less 
personally  brave,  hut  who  di-emed  that  they  I'nl- 
filled  a  superior  obligntion  or  an  unavoidable  neces- 
sity by  seceding  from  service,  and  remaining  on 
shore  —  there  to  do  nothing,  except  indeed  (o 
cavil  and  find  fault  with  whatever  was  done  by 
others.  Through  the  month  of  July  we  find 
Ke])j)el,  from  his  park  of  Bagshot.  in  liis  letters  to 
Lord  Rockingham,  inveigh  against  "  want  of  ea|)a- 
•'  city  in  the  chief  connnander,"  namely,  his  suc- 
cessor, Sir  Charles  Ilardv;  ami  observe  that, 
"  perhaj)s  at  this  moment  it  (the  British  fleet)  is 
•'  bungling  into  action."*  \\'as  Lord  North  —  if 
I  may  (juote  him  once  again  —  was  Lord  North,  I 
ask,  fiu"  wiong  wIk'U  lie  comj)areil  Kej)pel  himself 
to  a  gallant  first-rate  shij)  of  war  with  all  its  sails 
set  and  streamers  flying,  but  Keppel's  party  friends 
to  barnacles  that  cluster  beneath  it,  ami  that  clog 
its  ])rogress?  Hettei",  surely,  at  such  a  crisis,  even 
to  "bungle  into  action"  than  to  kccj)  alool' lioin 
it  ! 

The  insuh  to  the  ibiti^h  coast   bv  th(^  C(>nd)ined 

•   Lite  of  Lord  K(j.|).l,  vol.  ii.  i-.  24.3.  cd.  IbVJ. 
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fleets  of  I'Vauce  aiul  .Sj)ain  was  less  galliii^r  to  i|,(.  (-  n  ^  j. 
iialioiial  i)ii(le  than  some  iiiucli  smaller  transactions  ''^'^'• 
\\\  the  North.  Paul  Jones — in  his  birth  a  Scotch-  ITTu. 
man,  in  his  reenni;s  a  bitli'i-  enemy  to  his  nati\e 
land,  in  his  career  and  conduct  a  mere  adventurer, 
but  no  doubt  a  bold  and  hardy  seaman  —  held  at 
this  ])criod  a  commission  in  the  American  service. 
With  his  squadron  of  three  ships  and  one  armed 
brigantine,  oil"  the  coast  of  Yorkshire,  he  attackeil 
our  Inihic  tleet,  consoyi'd  h\  ("aptain  Pearson  in 
the  Serapis,  and  Captain  Piercy  in  the  .Scarborough. 
Both  these  ships  he  took,  after  a  most  desperate 
engagement;  and  though  his  own  |)iincipal  vessel, 
the  Bonhomme  Richard,  which  had  been  supj)Iied 
by  France,  was  so  far  damaged  in  the  action  that 
it  sank  two  days  afterwards,  yet  he  carried  his 
prizes  safe  into  the  ports  of  Holland.  Paul  Jones, 
with  his  remaining  ships,  next  api)earetl  in  the 
Frith  of  Forth.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  then  still  a  boy, 
was  at  Edinburgh  on  this  occasion,  and  has  vi\  idly 
described  the  humiliation  felt  by  the  better  sj)irits 
that  the  capital  of  Scotland  should  be  threatened 
by  what  seemed  to  be  three  trifling  sloops  or 
brigs,  scarce  fit  to  have  sacked  a  fishing  \illage. 
But  Edinburgh  was  lu^t  devoiil  ot"  brave  men  to 
resist  as  well  as  feel.  There  chanced  to  be  at 
hand  Alexander  Stuart  of  Invernahyle,  one  of  the 
Stuarts  of  A])pin,  a  veteran  who,  according  to  their 
phrase,  had  been  "  out  in  the  Forty  Five,"  and 
who  now  exulted  in  the  ])rospect,  as  he  said  him- 
self, "of  drawing  his  claymore  once  again  before 
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CHAT.  "  1h'  ilicd."  IK'  ullcrcil  to  the-  iiiagistratcs,  if 
••^ '"  hroiulswords  and  tlirks  coiiKl  l)c'  obtaiiRHl,  to  tiiid 
1779.  as  mam  I  liulilaiulois  aiiiDiii;"  the  lowiT  classe's  as 
woulil  sullicc  to  iklc'iul  the  town.  'I'lic  magistrates 
deliberated,  but  came  to  no  decision  on  his  scheme. 
As  is  added  by  Sir  Walter  Scott:  '*  A  steady  and 
"  jiowerful  west  wind  settled  tiie  matter  by  sweep- 
"  lug  Paul  Jones  and  iiis  vessels  out  of  the  Frith 
♦«  of  Forth."* 

The  war  between  the  (neat  Powers  now  at  issue 
was  waged  in  various  quarters  of  the  globe.  Earlier 
in  the  year  an  ill-concerted  attack  of  the  French 
upon  the  Isle  of  Jersey  was  easily  repelleil,  and 
only  ex))Osed  to  ridicule  the  swelling  name  of  its 
j)rojector  —  a  Prince  or  Count  de  Na>sau-Siegen. 
Further  south  the  Sj)aniards  lost  no  time  in  com- 
mencing, first,  the  blockade,  and  afterwanls  the 
sieiie  of  Ciibraltar.  On  the  coast  of  Africa  the 
French  took  Senegal,  but  lost  (Joree.  In  the 
West  Indies  Count  d'Kstaing  availed  himself  of  tiie 
departure  of  his  antagonist.  Admiral  Pyron,  who 
had  sailed  to  escort  our  fleet  of  merchant-men  to  a 
certain  distance  on  their  homeward  course.  In  his 
absence  d'Kstaing  succeeded  in  reducing  both  St. 
X'incent  and  (iraiuula.  The  return  of  Hyron  was 
delaved  for  some  time  by  adverse  winds  and  cur- 
rents :    when   he  did  appear  once   more,  he  endea- 


•  Sec  till!  Historical  Intnjdiiction  to  Wavcilcy,  p.  102. 
rcvi.Hcil  e<l.  ly2i>.  But  two  of  Joiics'a  .-liips  were  larger  tliiiii 
Scott  supposed. 
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\c)iiitHl  In  hrin^'  tlic  I'^rcncli   commaiKliT  to  a  close  (    n  a  p. 
and   decisive  action.      This,  Iiowever,  hv  means  ol'    '-^  '"• 


a  timely  retri'at  at  nigiit,  d'lvstain^  was  enabled  to  j;- 
avoid.  His  next  object  was,  in  concert  with  the 
Americans,  to  wrest  from  us  our  recent  concjiiest 
of  Savannah.  In  the  month  of  Septendier,  accord- 
ingly, he  appeared  off  that  ])lace  with  his  fleet, 
while  General  Lincoln  brought  liim  some  land- 
forces.  They  attemj)tiHl  to  storm  thi'  town,  at- 
tacking in  two  columns  ;  but  the  Britisii  troo])s, 
headed  by  General  Prevost,  made  a  valiant  de- 
fence, and  beat  back  the  assailants.  Upon  this 
the  French  fleet  se])arated,  a  ])art  steering  again  to 
the  West  Indies,  while  DT'Lstaing  himself  returned 
to  his  native  shores.  Not  many  characters  more 
wortldess  appear  on  the  page  of  history.  Charles 
Hector,  Count  dT*]staing,  began  his  career  by 
breaking  his  parole,  wdien  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  tiie 
English  at  Madras.  Suitably,  at  least,  Count  d*Es- 
tainjT  closed  his  career  with  foul  cahnnnies  against 
his  suffering  Queen,  the  ill-fated  Marie  Antoinette 
—  cahnnnies  that  yet  did  not  save  him,  as  he  liad 
ho})ed,  from  partaking  the  same  guillotine. 

"The  campaign  of  1779,"  says  a  trans-Atlantic 
historian,  '*  is  remarkable  for  the  feeble  exertions 
"of  the  Americans."*  Tlie  same,  though  per- 
haps with  a  clearer  reason  for  it,  might  be  said  of 
the  English  in  that  coimtry.  And  first  as  to  the 
Southern  states.      In    tliese   many   loyalists    cam' 

•  Ramsay,  Ilist.,  vol.  ii.  p.  124. 
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('  n  A  r.  foitli,    and    I'liiolk'd    llu'mst'Kc's    in    ariDs    tor    the 

^        '_,   svvv'icc   of  tlic   (  rown.      TIk'    war   was    canii'd  \)\ 

I""!'-  tlu-in  and  1)\  tlir  lio\al  1ro()j)s  iVoni  (li'oii;ia  into 
till'  C'arolinas,  and  was  ua^cd  in  scvoral  small 
encounters  witli  \aryinL!:  success.  At  New  York 
Sir  Ilenrv  Clinton's  numbers  were  so  far  reduced, 
and  liis  promised  reinforcements  so  long  in  coming, 
thai  ill'  coidd  unileitake  no  distant  nor  decisive 
object.  lie  could  only,  in  conci-rt  with  the  Ad- 
miral, Sir  (ieorge  Collier,  send  forth  some  smaller 
e\i)editions.  One  of  these  destroyed  the  Ame- 
ricans' stores  and  shipping  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Chesapeak.  Another,  under  CJovernor  Tryon, 
with  a  body  of  loyalists,  did  cruel  execution  along 
the  Connecticut  coast.  Another  still  afforded  suc- 
cour to  a  new  British  station  in  the  bay  of  Penob- 
scot, and  scattered  a  flotilla  from  Massachusetts, 
whicli  hail  been  sent  against  it.  The  American 
crews  and  soldiers,  dri\en  to  shoie  in  a  desert 
country,  for  the  in()>t  part  ])erislu'd  miserably  in 
the  woods.  The  British  fleet  was  also  employed 
by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  withdrawing  the  British 
troops  from  Rhode  Island,  where  they  had  been 
stationed  so  long  and  to  so  little  j)ur|)ose. 

In  an  enterprise  of  greater  imj)ortanee,  Sir 
IIiMuv,  together  with  Sir  ( Jcorge,  connnanded  in 
])erson.  Ascending  tlii'  Hudson  abo\'e  fifty  miles, 
they  reduced  both  Stony  Toinl  aiul  \'erj)lank's 
Neck,  two  strong  posts  on  ()])j)osite  sides  of  the 
river.  Ihit  not  many  weeks  elai)sed  eri>  Stony 
Point    was    surpiised    and    retaki'U    by    the  enemy. 
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This    i'\|)l()it    was   pcrloniicd   witli    ^rcaf.  skill    ami    (    IIAI". 
gallantry   l)\    the    Aiiu-iicaii   d'cmial   Wayne;   and   ^       '_, 


thoiiirh  oil  the  news  that  ('lintoii  was  aiiaiii  ad-  IT7!». 
vancing  lie  could  not  retain  his  conciuest,  hi-  was 
able  to  destroy  the  works  and  to  carry  ofV  above 
.000  ])risoners.  Another  surj)ri.se,  conducted  by 
Major  Henry  Lee,  on  the  British  garrison  at 
Paiiliis  Hook,  opposite  New  York,  proved  almost 
equally  successful.  Here,  however,  the  Americans 
withdrew  too  soon  tor  their  credit,  if,  as  Clinton 
declares  in  his  despatch,  "their  retreat  was  as  dis- 
'*  graceful  as  their  attack  had  been  spuited  and 
♦•  well-conducted."* 

Through  the  winter  and  sj)ring  Washington  had 
fixed  his  encampment  at  his  former  j)Ost  ofMid- 
dlebrook.  In  the  summer  his  head-quarters  were 
for  the  most  i)art  at  West  Point,  where  he  super- 
intended tbe  completion  of  the  works,  but  could 
achieve  or  direct  no  enterprise  beyond  those  of 
Wayne  and  Henry  Lee.  His  army,  besides  being 
reduced  in  numbers,  was  ill-j)aid,  ill-fed,  and  ill- 
clotlied  ;  and  the  Congress  showed  no  alacrity  to 
suj)j)ly  his  wants.  One  cause  of"  the  remissness  at 
this  time,  both  in  the  Congress  and  tlu-  jieople  of 
America,  lay  in  the  exaggerated  expectations  which 
thev  had  formed   from    the  l-'rench   alliance.      IJe- 


*  Major  Lee  liinisclf  says,  in  a  conJulential  letter  to  liis 
friend  President  Reed  :  "  In  my  report  to  General  Washington, 
"  I  passed  the  usual  general  compliments  on  the  troops  under 
"  my  command.  I  did  not  tell  the  world  that  near  one  half 
"  of  my  countrymen  left  mc  I  "     (Life  of  Reed,  vol.  ii.  p.  126.) 
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C  n  A  r.   lii'Nini::  lli;i(    tlu-ir  new   confl'diMatos  woiilil   within 
'■  a    tiw  wciks    or  months   drive   tlie   liritish    ont  of 

1TT1>.  tlieir  ronntrv  lor  thi-m,  they  had  cooled  in  their 
zeal  and  vlaekeni-d  in  their  ellorts.  Another  and 
still  more  eOieient  eaiiM'  lay  in  tlu>  feartid  and 
wide-spread  distress  ))roduceil  among  them  by  the 
dejireciation  of  their  ])a])er-money.  That  papcr- 
monev  liad  crachially  fallen  to  one-twentieth,  to 
one-thirtieth,  nay  even  in  some  cases  to  less  than 
one-hnndrechh  of  its  nominal  \ahie!  But  perhaps 
one  practical  instance  may  make  this  case  the 
clearer.  In  December  of  this  year,  and  in  the 
State  of  ^Maryland,  an  English  officer,  one  of  the 
Convention  troops,  received  an  innkeeper's  bill, 
which  in  his  Traxels  he  has  printed  at  full  length, 
amonnting  in  ])a])er  mone\  to  "/'.'y^/.  and  some 
shillings,  and  this  bill  he  ))aid  in  gold  with  foin- 
guineas  and  a  half!  * 

It  is  ])lain  how  grii'\(Uis,  nay  almost  intok'rable, 
was  this  ilepreeiatioii  to  every  man  in  tlu'  ))nl)lic 
service.  Thus  writes  \\'ashington  to  a  familiar 
friend:  —  ''Without  some  new  measures  what 
"  funds  can  stand  the  ])resent  expenses  of  the 
"  army  /  Ami  what  oflicers  can  bear  the  weight 
"  of  ])rices  that  every  necessary  article  is  now 
**  got  to?  A  lal,  in  flu-  shape  of"  a  lioise,  is 
"  not  to  bf  bought  at  this  time  for  less  than 
"  two  hundred  |)ounds,  nor  a  saddle  under  thirty 
"or    forty  ;    boots    twent\',    and    shoes    juid    other 

•   Anbiirty'ii  Travels  ^'t>k  ii.  p.  4'J2. 
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"articles  in   likr  ])roj)orti()n.      How  is  it  ))ossil)lo,   (' II  A  I'. 

"  tlicrulorc,   for  olliccrs  lo  stand   this   witliont    an   .        '_j 

**  increase  of  j)av  ?  And  liow  is  it  ]K)ssil)Ie  to  ad-  it:.». 
"  xaiice  tlu'ir  |)a\  wlieii  Hour  is  selling!;  at  diller- 
"  ent  places  Ironi  live  to  fifteen  ])oiiii(ls  yvx  Inni- 
'*  dred  \veiL>,ht,  hay  from  ten  to  thirty  ))omids,  aiul 
"beef  and  other  essentials  in  this  proportion?" 
The  liepreciation  still  proceedinL!:,  ^^'ashinl;ton,  a 
few  months  afterwards,  declares  that  "a  waLiii:on- 
**  load  of"  money  will  now  scarcely  purchase  a 
**  wagijjon-load  of  provisions  I  "* 

At  the  ontsct  of  this  evil  the  Congress  liad 
shown  but  little  foresight  ;  in  dealini;  with  it  now 
they  showed  as  little  slsill.  They  had  recourse  to 
embariroes  and  confiscations,  connnercial  restric- 
tions  of  various  kintls,  and  legislative  limits  upon 
prices  ;  their  measures,  of  course,  aggravating  the 
depreciation  which  they  liopcd  to  cure.  They 
put  forth,  liowevcr,  a  public  Address,  declaring 
once  more,  in  the  most  solemn  terms,  that  tlieir 
faith  was  pledged  for  the  ultimate  redemj)lion  of 
tlieir  bills.  Any  idea  or  question  to  the  contrary 
tliey  treated  with  disdain:  — "  It  is  with  great 
<<  rem-et  anil  leluctance,"  sav  thev,  "  tliat  we  can 
**  prevail  upon  ourselves  to  taki'  the  least  notice 
"  of  a  (juestion  which  iiuohcs  in  it  a  doubt  so 
*'  injurious  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Ame- 
'*  rica.  ...   A    bankrujit   faithless   Uej^ubhc  would 

*  Lt'ttcrs  to  Gouvcrnour  ^forris,    October  4.  1778;  and  to 
the  President  ot' Congress,  April  2.;.  1779. 
VOL.   VI.  E  F. 
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(.'  U  A  r.   "  l)o  a  iiovcltv  ill   tlic  i)()litical   woilil.  .  .  .    Let   it 

IV  11 1.  ,  '•  ,       ,  .  -11  1 

, ,   "  iioNcr   he   saul,  that  AnuTii-a   had   no  sooner  he- 

ITT'.t.  "  c-oiiie  in(lej)enilcnt  than  >\)c  birainc  insolvent!"* 
These  sentiments,  so  tnil\  nohle,  so  wt'll  desiTV- 
in^  om"  hiL;iiest  aihniration  tliil  thev  stand  alone, 
prececieil,  we  may  observe,  the  ])nl)lic  aiul  tinal 
(leelaration  of"  insolveney  by  not  (juite  two  years. 

In  tlie  prineipal  olHeer  of  Congress  tbere  luul  been 
a  ehange  some  months  before.  Henry  L;iurens 
was  sneeeeded  as  rresiilent  by  John  Jay  of  New 
York.  It  was  a  mere  transitory  a})|)ointment,  since 
the  decision  of  tiie  majority  was  not,  it  seems,  that 
^Tr.  Jay,  or  any  one  else,  was  the  tittest  man,  but 
only  that  some  Member  from  the  great  State  of 
New  ^'ork  shonld  now  be  chosen. t 

The  new  lhe>ident  was  certainly  both  active 
and  able,  anil  several  others  such  aj)j)ear  in  the 
ranks    of   Congress  ;    yet,    looking    to    them    as    a 

•  Adilrcps  from  the  Congrcs-s  to  tlii-ir  C'unstitiients,  Scp- 
tciiiljer  13.  1779.  Uordun's  History,  vol.  iii.  p.  322.  "On 
*'  August  28.  1781,"  says  Dr.  Gordon  in  anotlicr  place  (vol.  iv. 
J).  143.),  "the  Congress  ordered  the  Board  of  Ayar  to  make  u 
**  sale  of  certain  cannon  and  stores  in  Kliode  Islaml  for  sj)rrit! 
"  onli/.  This  may  be  considered  as  a  declarative  act  on  their 
*'  part  against  the  I'lirtlur  circulation  of  n  paper  currency.  It 
"  has  indeed  ceased  hy  eoiiinion  consent." 

•f  "  ISIr.  Laurens  roigncd  yesterday.  A  great  majority  of 
•*  Congre.sa  immediately  determine<l  tliat  one  of  the  New  York 
"  dcdegates  should  succeed  him.  We  held  up  (Jeneral  Schuyler, 
"which  .Heeujed  to  be  very  agreeable.  On  account  of  his  ab- 
"  Hcnce,  Mr.  Jay  was  prevaile<l  on  to  take  the  t-Iiair."  Lettir 
from  Mr.  iJuane,  a  member  of  ConiLrress  to  (Jovernnr  Clinton, 
Dec.  10.  1778,  an  published  in  a  note  liy  Mr.  Sp:irks. 


I'Ko.M    iiii.   ri:A(i:   ok   riui(iir.  Ill) 

whole,  and  roiifiiiing'  the  remark  to  lliis  pi'iiod,  it  c  n  \  p. 
is  iiiipossiblc  not  to  be  greatly  slriiek  at  llu-ir  ill-  ^  '-^  '"•  ^ 
conduct  and  incapacity.  On  that  point,  alth()iiL;h  1771>. 
it  wonid  not  he  dillicult  to  accninulate  evidence 
iVoni  seN'eral  of"  their  warmest  partisans,  the  testi- 
mony ot'that  great  and  good  man  who  connnanded 
their  armies  may  sntlice.  In  the  winter  Washing- 
ton had  gone  to  concert  his  measures  with  them  at 
Philadelphia,  and  he  writes  Irom  tluMiee  as  fol- 
lows :  —  '*  II'  I  were  to  he  ealleil  upon  to  draw  a  pie- 
*'  ture  of  the  times  and  of  men  iVom  what  I  ha\e 
**  seen,  heard,  and  in  part  know,  1  should  in  one 
"  word  say,  that  idleness,  dissipation,  and  extrava- 
**  gance  seem  to  have  laid  fast  hold  of  tln'in  ;  — 
*'  that  speculation,  peculation,  and  an  insatiable 
*'  thirst  for  riches  seem  to  have  got  the  better  of 
•'  every  other  consideration,  and  of  almost  every 
*'  Older  of  men  ; — that  party  disputes  and  jiersonal 
"quarrels  are  the  great  business  of  the  day;  — 
*'  whilst  the  momentous  concerns  of  an  enij)iie,  a 
*'  a'reat  and  aecmnulatinir  debt,  ruined  iinances, 
"  depreciated  money,  and  want  of  cri'tlit,  which 
*'  in  its  consequence  i.s  the  want  of  every  thing, 
*'  are  but  secondary  considerations,  and  ])ostj)oned 
"  from  dav  to  day,  and  from  werk  to  week,  as  if 
"  our  affairs  wore  tlie  most  promising  aspect.  .  .  . 
'•  Our  money  is  now  sinking  fifty  pi  r  cent  a  day 
*'  in  this  city;  and  I  shall  not  be  sui  prised  if  in 
"  the  course  of  a  few  months  a  total  stop  is  put  to 
"  the  currency  of  it  ;  and  yet  an  assembly,  a  eon- 
*'  cert,  a  dinner,  or  supper,  that  will  cost  three  or 
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r  n  A  r.   "  li>»ir  limulnil  j)()iiiuls,  will  luit  diiIv  take  men  oH 

L\  III.     .<  j'.,„^j    acliiiir    in    this    l)u.sincss,    l)nt    v\cu    tVoin 
>      ^ — — ' 
1779.      "  tl»inkin«;  of  it  ;   wlnli'  a  ^rcat  i)art  ot'tlic  otncers 

"  of  onr  annv,  iVoin  al)solute  necessity,   are  (juit- 

"  tini^   the    serviei-.   ...    I    ha\e   un  resentments, 

"  nor  do  1  mean  to  point  at  partieuhir  cliaracters. 

"  This  I  can   cleclaie  upon   mv  honour,  lor  I  liave 

"  everv  attention   ])aicl  to  me  hy  C'onirress  that   1 

"  can   ])ossil)lv  expect.   .   .   .    Hut   such    is   the  j)ic- 

'*  ture,  whicli  from   my  soul  I  believe  to  ])e  a  true 

"  one;   and  I  confess  to  you  that  I  feel  more  real 

"  distress,  on  account  of  the  present  appearances 

"  of  things,   than  I  have  done   at  any   one  time 

*'  since  the  commencement  of  the  dispute."* 

In  ^\'ashinij:ton's  opinion  these  defects  were  })ro- 

duced  in  no  sli;;ht  degree  by  the  erroneous  })olicy 

at  this  time  of  the  several  States.      Their  system 

was,   it  seems,   to   retain   their  best  men  for  their 

local   oOices   or    local  Assemblies,    while  as   to   the 

central    body,    they    either    Ict't    their    deinitations 

vacant,   or   tilled    tlu-m   with   interior   persons.      In 

those    ilavs,    tar     unliki'    our    own,    the    Congress 

resembled  a  Connnittee,  or  a  .Iimta,   nuich   rather 

than    a  chand)er  for   debate.     The  sj)eeches,   it  is 

said,  were  all   in   the  style  of  pii\ate  conxersation. 

'J'hcre  were   never  niori'   than    foriN    mtMuhcis   j)i-c- 

scnl,    oiu-n    no    more   than    twi-nty.      'i'hese  small 

nnmbcrs,  howexcr,  bv  no  means   insiu'cd  harmonv, 


•    I.,  tier  til  IJiiijaiuin  IIani-'>ii.  1  ).ci'iiiL(.r  IJO.  177s.  Writings, 
vi.l.  vi.  p.  |.>1. 
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nor  prL'cliick'cl   violent  and   imsci'inly  (juancls,   ni-  f  ii  a  r. 
mours    of  which    were    not    slow   in    i)as.sing    the  .  ^'^  '"  . 


Atlantic.  "For  (iod's  sake," — thus  wrote  La  JTT'J. 
Fayette  from  l"'rance, —  *'  Foi- (Jod's  sake  })i-event 
**  the  Congress  iioni  c]isj)ntin«r  loudly  together. 
"  Nothing  so  nnich  huits  the  interest  and  rcj)uta- 
"  tion  of  America."  *  Thus  the  object  of  conccal- 
**  iTient,  unless,  perhaps,  tor  ])ri\a(e  ])urposcs,  was 
most  im))erfectly  attained,  although  in  name,  at 
least,  the  deliberations  of  Congress  at  this  time 
were  secret.  Historically,  even  the  Journal  which 
tliey  kept  gives  little  light  as  to  tlu'lr  true  proceed- 
ings. An  American  gentleman,  who  has  studied 
that  document  with  i-ari',  laments  that  it  is  "  paiu- 
"  fully  meagre,  the  object  being  appaienlly  to 
**  I'ecord  as  little  as  possible."! 

The  rival  legislature  of  the  mother-coimtry  met 
again  this  year  on  tlie  '2oth  of  November.  \'che- 
nient  debates  immediately  arose,  and  the  s])irits  of 
the  Opposition  were  re\ived  by  a  division  which 
at  this  time  ap))eared  among  the  Ministry.  Lord 
(lOwer  and  Lord  Weymouth,  disa))pro\ing  the 
continued  warfare  with  America,  and  desirinu^  a 
coalition  with  some  members  of  the  other  partv, 
resigned  their  offices.  "  I  feel,"  said  Lord  CJower, 
*'  the  greatest  gratitude  for  the  many  marks  ot' 
*'  Royal  goodness  which  I  have  received,  but  I 
*'  cannot  think  it  the  duty  of  a  faithfid  servant  to 

*  Letter  of  La  Fayctto  to  Washington,  June  12.  1779. 
t  Life   of  President   Reed,    bv    Mr.    "NVillinm   Reed,    vol.    ii. 
p.  18. 
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('  II  A  r.   "  tMuIoaxoiir   to  |)rc\sc'rvo  a  svsti  in  wliu'li   must  end 
^  •  ^  "  in    ruin    to    I  lis    Majesty    ami    to    tlir    rountrv." 

1771'.  In  his  stcail  tlic  I'rcsitlcnrv  t)l'  tlic  ('ouncii  was 
bestowed  upon  Loid  15atlnu>t,  and  the  Seal  of 
Sccretarv  upon  Loid  1  Iillsh()r()UL:,h.  A  seeond 
Seeietarv  of  State  was  also  at  this  time  appointed, 
—  Lord  Slormont,  lately  ambassador  at  Paris,  in 
place  of  Lord  Suflblk,  who  had  died  some  months 
before. 

The  secession  of  Lord  Gowcr  especially  was 
felt  by  the  (iovernment  as  a  licavy  loss.  Lord 
North,  in  a  letter  to  the  King,  declares  that  lie 
lias  done  his  utmost  to  dissuade  his  noble  col- 
league iVom  his  ])urposc.  But  the  Prime  Minister 
adds  the  following  remarkable  words:  —  "In  the 
*'  argument  Lord  North  had  certainly  one  disad- 
*'  vantage,  which  is  that  he  hoKls  in  his  heart,  and 
'*  has  held  lor  tinee  years  past,  the  same  opinion 
"  with  Lord  Cower  !"• 

'Lhus  gloomily  lor  Kngland  —  with  a  formiilablc 
league  against  us  on  either  side  ol'  the  Atlantic  — 
Scotland  deeply  stiried  by  the  No  Popery  crv  — 
Ireland  ready  to  burst  into  llame  —  discord  and 
contention  mori'  rife  than  e\(.'i'  in  our  councils  ami 
at  the  liiart  of  the  nation's  strength  —  connnenci'd, 
certainly  not  amidst  congratulalions,  the  New 
Year,   17.S(). 

"    lo  tilt'  King,  circa  October,  177!',     Appi  lulix. 
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CIIAPTKR  T.IX. 


VOVAGKS    or    DISCOVERY. 


Expeditions   in   ])iirsuit  of  trcasmo,  or  of  con-  C  ir  A  P. 

quest,    uiulcr  tlio   lofty  titles   of  (lalleons   or  Ar-  , , 

madas,  iiave  soiiietiiiies   too   imicii    engrossed   the    vovai.ks 
attention    of    liistorians.       Not    less    deservitig    of   <^JvIafr. 
commemoration,  and  fir  more  entitletl  to  respect, 
are  voyages  undertaken  for  the  enlightenment  of 
savage  nations  or  the  extension  of  scientific  know- 
ledge. 

1' or  voyages  like  these,  the  long  reign  of  (ieorgc 
the  Third  is  most  deservedly  renowned.  They 
had  heen  a  favourite  object  with  His  Majotv  (.'Ncr 
since  his  accession  to  the  Crown,  and  wi'ie  onlv 
delayed  until  the  conchisicMi  of  general  peace. 
Next  year  after  that  peace  were  sent  forth,  on  u 
cruise  of  discovery,  towards  the  ^Magellanic 
iStrait,  two  sliips,  uncU'r  C'onnnodore  Byron  —  the 
same  whose  adventures  as  a  midshipman,  whose 
duties    as    an   Admiial,   ha\e    already    been     com- 
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C  H  A  r.  nicnioratcil  in  iIum'  pnixcs.  •  His  iiistniftions, 
'  '"^  l)oarinLr  ilafc  tlir  ITtli  of  Jimc,  17<>1,  fommcncc 
as  follows  :  —  "  Wlii'iras  iiDtliini;  can  rc(l(Miiul 
"  more  to  the  honour  of  this  nation  as  a  niaritinu* 
"  power,  to  the  ili;j:nitv  of"  the  Crown  of  (iieat 
"  Britain,  ami  to  the  advaneenieiit  of  the  tradi" 
"  and  na\i^ation  thereof,  than  to  make  ihscovcries 
"  of  countries  hithiMto  unknown — ." 

Tiic  main  sco])e  for  such  discoveries  in  the 
reign,  and  by  the  wish,  of  George  the  Third,  was 
that  vast  ocean  which,  divi(hng  Asia  from  Ame- 
rica, extends  from  ])ole  to  pole.  It  was  on  the 
'2.'5th  of  .Sej)tember,  l.;!.),  that  this  Ocean  was  first 
belield  by  Euroj)ean  eyes.  On  that  ilay  A'asco 
Nunez,  of  Ikdboa,  advancing  with  a  party  of 
Spaniards  through  the  istlunus  of  Darien,  and 
apjirised  by  his  Indian  guides  that  the  "Sea  of  the 
"  South"  was  near,  connnandeil  lii>  men  to  halt, 
and  ciindjcd  a  mountain-summit  alone.  There,  as 
the  long-desiretl  spectacle  blessed  his  view,  he  fell 
upon  h.is  knees,  and  returneil  thanks  to  (iod;  ami 
when  marching  onwards  the\  had  come  close  upon 
the  \\a\i's,  he  enteriul  lliem,  with  his  sworil  in  one 
hand  and  his  slfuld  in  the  otiui,  and  exclaimed 
that  he  took  possession  of  that  sea  in  the  name  of 
his  liege-lords,  the  Kings  of  Leon  and  Oastille.t 

•  Look  back  to  p.  .'jH.  of  till'  (Iiinl,  ami  to  jt.  112.  of  tlio  jirc- 
Sciit  vol II me. 

t  Ilcrrcra,  Decada  I.  lib.  x.  di.  i.  ami  ii.  It  is  nirioiis  to 
r<»niparc  tlnr  (Icnioanour  of  tlio  Spanianl  Xiifuz  with  that  of 
thf  M<M)r  Akhfli  several   cciitnrii-H  lufoif.      'Ihis  chief  (who  13 
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As  a  Sj)aiiiaitl    (ii.st    ht'lu-lil,  .so  tliil  a  l'()itiiL!;ii('sc   <    II  A  T. 

first  iia\iu,alc'  fai'   from   slioic,  the  wide    c'\j)aiis('   ol"  , , 

the  SoiitluMii  Seas.  I'V-rdiiiand  de  iVIngalliac'iis,  or,  vova(;k.s 
as  we  have  teiined  him  MaL^ciiaii,  a  iiati\e  (>i  lOr-  coveuv. 
tiigal,  havini;-  (jiiittcd  his  own  country  and  entered 
ll»e  service  of  Castihe,  was  sent  by  CartUnal 
Ximenes  on  a  xoyaiie  ol' exj)loration,  with  a  squad- 
ron of  hve  shi|)s.  lie  coasted  the  shores  of  South 
America  until  he  found  and  steered  tlu-ou^h  the 
narrow  and  wimlini;'  strait  which  ever  since  lias 
borne  his  name.  On  the  ^27th  of  November,  1.5^>0, 
he  emer2:eil  into  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  sailed 
onwards  many  weeks  in  the  same  direction,  with- 
out the  sight  of  land;  that  Ocean,  in  the  ))hrase 
of  liis  historian,  seeming  to  grow  vaster  and  vaster 
every  day.*  So  calm  and  free  from  storms  did  he 
find  its  waters  that  he  gave  it  the  a])pellation  of 
Pacific,  which,  though  with  little  reason,  it  still 
retains.  At  length,  after  nianv  toils  and  dangers, 
his  perseverance  was  rewarded  and  his  fame  se- 
cured by  the  discovery  first  of  the  Ladroncs  and 
afterwards  of  the  Philipj)ine  Islands,  where,  how- 
ever, he  was  unhajipily  killed  in  a  skirmish  with 
tlie  nati\es. 

commemorated  by  Florian  in  his  Precis  Historiqiie  sur  Ics 
Maures,  p.  31.),  having  extended  his  African  conquests  to  the 
sliorcs  of  the  Atlantic,  drew  his  sabro,  and  .«purrod  his  horse 
into  the  waves,  crying  out,  "  Dieu  do  ^lahonKt,  tu  Ic  vois,  sans 
"  cet  element  qui  m'arrete,  j'irais  chcrcher  des  nations  nouvellea 
"  pour  leur  faire  adorer  ton  nom!" 

*  Aviendo  Hernando  de  ^tagellaneo  navcgado  por  aquel  Mar 
del  Sur  que  parccia  cada  dia  mas  e^pacioso.  (Ilerrera,  Dccada 
III.  lib.  i.  c.  3.) 


rj()  iiisTOitv   ov  r.\(.i  WD 

('  II  A  r.        It  was  not  loiii::  wv,  iVoin  tlir  istlmuis  ol"  Daiicn, 

J '  '  '  ,   tilt'    Spiiniarils    sj)rc\ul    tlnir    c()i)(iiic'>ts    aloii;^    the 

vovAiiKs  eastern  siiores  oC  the  Paeitie,  to  I'riii  and  ("hili  on 
COM  i:v  '^'^'■'  •'^i^l^N  '^'I'l  ^<^  C'ahfornia  on  the  othiT.  Nor  did 
tliey  leave  altogether  imexj)i()re(l  the  wide  ran^e 
of  sea  l)erore  them.  There  was  om*  vovaii^c  in 
l.'3f)-">  lioni  tlii'ii"  new  j)ort  orCallao  under  Aivaro 
Mendana  ;  there  was  another  in  l(iO()  from  tiic 
same  i)Iace,  under  Pedro  de  Qiiiros.  From  that 
time,  however,  as  their  greatness  deehncd  their 
ardour  for  discovery  cooleii.  There  was  still, 
indeed,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  account  of  Anson's 
expedition,  a  huge  galleon  laden  \\ith  rich  mer- 
chandise which  once  every  year  sailed  across  the 
Pacific  from  Acajndco  to  the  Pinlip])ines.  That 
vessel,  iiowever,  seldom  swerved  far  to  the  left  or 
to  the  rii^ht  from  its  aj)])ointed  course,  content  to 
fulfil  its  mission,  and  with  no  aim  hcNond.  Thus 
gcographeis  peic-ei\t.'d  that  within  the  l)t)unds  of 
the  Pacific  innnense  sj)aces  yet  remained  unknown  ; 
spaces  within  which  many  cltisters  ot'  islands,  or 
even  whole  continents,  miu,lit  he  com])rised.  'I'o 
seek  out  these  mi^ht  haxc  seemed  the  more 
e^|)ecial  (hit\  of  that  nation  which  had  lirst  dis. 
covered  the  Xew  \\'oild,  and  which  si  ill  possessed 
its  fiiirest  ])ortion  hounding  tin'  Pacific  shores. 
Put  on  1-^nglishmen  dcxolveii  the  co>l,  the  toil, 
till'  danger;  and  to  Pnglishmen  the  glory 
belongs. 

'ihc  j)iincipal  results  which  Conunodore  IKron 
attained  in  17(1 1  and  1 7 '••'"' were,  hc-yoncl  Cape  Horn 
the  di-co\c  r\-  of  seveial  ,^mall  islands,   and   on   this 
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side  ot'it  tlic  lulkT  kiiowlccl^i^c  ol"  the  Falklaiuls.    On   (    ii  a  I'. 

liis  return,  liis  sliip,  the  l)o!])hin,  was  iiniiiediately  ^ '  "  . 

])ut    into    eoiniiiis><ioii    under    Captain    \\  alHs    tor    \<>\.\i,r.'^ 
another  voyage.      It  was  to  be  accompanied  by  a    ^^jyj,*[fy^ 
second  and  smaller  vessel,  the  Swallow,  under  Cap- 
tain Carteret.    These  two  ships  ])roceeded  togetiier 
till  within  sight  of  the  South   Seas,  at  the  western 
entrance  of  the  strait  of  Magellan,  from  whence 
they  returnetl,  eaeh   by  a  dilfc'ient  course,  to  Kng- 
land.      Ca))taiu  Carteret  fell  in  witii  a  tiny  cluster, 
to  which    he  gave  the  name  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Islands.      Ca})tain  M'allis  was  more  fortunate  ;    in 
June   17^>7>   be  discovered   the   central   and  chief 
island,  as    it   ])roved   to   be,   ot"  the  whole  Pacific. 
Not  less  loyal  than  Carteret,  he  named  it  "  King 
"  George  the  Third's  Island,"  altliough  the  native 
appellation  Otaheite,  or  jierhaps  more  truly,  Tahiti, 
has  since  universally  prevailed. 

But  all  other  explorers  of  this  period  are  cast 
into  the  shade  by  the  superior  merit  of  Ca])tain 
James  Cook.  Born  in  17'^^,  and  the  son  of  a  day- 
labourer  in  Yorkshire,  he  commenced  his  maritime 
career  as  ship-boy  to  a  collier.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  war  in  1755  he  entered  the  Royal  Navy. 
He  had  no  assistance  in  his  stuilics  beyond  wiiat 
a  few  books  antl  his  own  industry  sup])lied  ;  but 
he  was  determined  to  master  the  scicntilic  as  well 
as  the  practical  part  of  liis  profession,  ami  first 
read  Euclid  during  a  long  winter  on  the  coast  of 
North  America.  He  soon  attracted  the  notice  of 
Sir  Hugh  I'alliser,  and  afterwards  of  Sir  Charles 
Saunders.      By  the   last   commander   he  was   em- 
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CHAT.   ))K)vo(l  oil  scNcial   most   important   services   at  the 
.    '•'^"    ,   .siem'    of'  (^ikl)t'C.       It    was    Cook    who    jjilotccl    the 
VOVA..I.S    boats  to  tlic  attack  of  Montiiiorcncv  ;    it  was  Cook 
cuvnTv.     '^^''*^    coiuluctcd    the    cinbaikation    to    the    heights 
of  Abraham.       At    the  peace   he    was  not    left    in- 
active ;    he   was   aj)i)ointe(l   to    sur\ey  tlie  Cult    ol 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  coasts  of  Newlbnmlhincl. 

It  so  chanced  that  at  this  period  the  astronomers 
of  Enghiml  were  much  intent  on  a  Transit  of  the 
])kinet  Venus  over  tlie  sun's  disk,  whicli,  according 
to  their  calculations,  would  haj^pen  in  June,  17<>'J- 
]]\  means  of  tlie  Transit,  thev  expected  to  be  able 
to  determine  with  ])recision  the  distance  of  the 
sun  ;  but  for  that  piupose  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make  simultaneous  observations  from  various 
quarters  of  the  globe.  One  of  the  i)oints  required 
nuist  fall  within  the  bounds  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  on  Cai)taiii  M'allis's  re])ort,  there  was  none  that 
api)eareil  preferable  to  the  newly  diseovered  isle  of 
Otaheite.  lOven  before  W'allis's  return,  the  K(nal 
Societv,  as  re])rescnting  liritish  science,  had  sent 
in  a  petition  to  the  King,  that  he  would  order  the 
re(piired  obseivation  to  be  m;uk'  in  the  South  Seas. 
'J'he  recjuest  thus  made  was  most  willingly  com- 
phed  with.  There  was  appolnteil  for  tlii'  purpose 
a  good  shij),  first  built  for  the  coal  trade,  the  Kn- 
deavour,  and  an  excellent  conunander.  Lieutenant 
James  Cook. 

'1  hi-  i'lideavour  sailed  ujion  her  voyage  in 
August,  l^liS.  She  was  \ictualled  for  eighteen 
months,  and    her  com])lenient  of  men   and   oflicers 
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anioiinkHl    in   all    to    ci^Iity-livc.      Ik's'ules    tlicsi',   (   II  A  1*. 
tliere    cnibarkcd    Mr.    IJaiiks,    tlicii    a    voiilli    of  .  ' 

twenty-four,  afterwards  Sir  Joseph,  and  I'resi-  vova<;i;s 
dent  of  tlie  Uoval  Society  dnrinir  tln-ee-and-ibrty  *^*'  "'^' 
years.  Even  as  a  boy,  Mr.  Banks  inherited  a  hwge 
estate  in  Lincohishire  ;  but  ease  and  sloth,  those 
besetting  sins  of  early  wealth,  cast  around  him  their 
meshes  in  vain.  From  the  first  he  sliowed  himself 
both  eager  and  enligiilened  in  the  cause  of  science 
—  those  branches  of  science,  above  all,  to  which 
the  name  of  Natural  History  is  commonly  applied. 
In  pursuit  of  these  his  favourite  objects  lie  was 
liberal  of  exj)ensc,  careless  both  of  danger  and 
fatigue.  Already  had  he  explored  the  wild  coasts 
of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  On  embarkinir 
with  Captain  Cook  for  a  voyage  round  the  world, 
he  took  with  him,  besides  his  secretary  and  four 
servants,  two  draftsmen,  the  one  to  delineate  land- 
scapes and  figures,  and  the  other  the  objects  in 
Natural  History.  He  also  engaged,  as  his  com- 
])aiiion.  Dr.  Solander,  a  distinguished  botanist,  by 
birth  a  countryman  of  Linna'us,  but  holding  an 
apj)ointment  in  the  British  ^luseum.* 

Touching  on  their  way  at  Rio  Janeiro,  Captain 

•  The  YojMjrcs  of  Byron,  Wallis  Carteret,  and  the  first  c.f 
Cook,  were  ill-compiled  Ity  Dr.  Ilawkesworth  tVom  the  journals 
of  the  respective  commanders  and  of  'Mi-.  Banks.  (.3  vols. 
London,  1773.)  Cook's  Second  Voyage  is  related  by  himself 
(2  vols.  London,  1777),  and  his  Third  partly  hy  himself,  but 
continued  after  his  death  by  his  {rallant  mess-mate,  Captain 
King.  (3  vols.  London,  1784.)  These  are  my  principal  ma- 
terials for  the  present  Chapter, 
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<    II  Al'.   Cook   and   lii>  j)assrnL;cMs   wtMc   l)\'  no  means  cor- 

,  ilially  ii'c-t'i\  I'd.      Tin-  Toi  tni^ucst*  \'iccr()y  listened 

vovAGKs    with   distrust    to   their   assuranei-s    thai    they    were 

eovniY     .^*''"f?    ^'^    observe    an    aslrononiieal     phenomenon 

from    tiie    l*aeilie.      ()t"  thi-  Transit   ot'  X'eniis    liis 

Kxceilencv  liail   never  heanl,  but  said  tiiat  he  snj)- 

])osed  it  was  the  ])assinL:;  of  tlie  Nortii  Star  through 

the    South    Pole!      Mi'.   Daidss   and    Dr.   Solander 

being   re})orted   as    ])iiiK)so])hers,    beeame   espeeial 

objects  of  suspicion  ;    they   w  ere  proiiibited  iioni 

hnubng;     and    could    only    do    so     once,    and    in 

disguise. 

Ca])tain  Cook  sailed  arouuil  Ca))e  I  loin,  ])ie- 
ierring  that  coast,  though  stormy,  to  the  more 
danjzei'ous  shallows  of  Magellan.  On  Tierra  del 
l"'uego,  Mr.  ]5anks  and  \)]-.  Solander,  with  ten 
otlu'r  j)ersons,  went  on  shore  to  make  discoveries. 
1 1  was  now  the  month  of  JaJiuary,  the  midsumnier 
of  those  regions;  yet,  on  the  hills  thiTe  were  \io- 
K-nt  .snowblasls  and  such  severit\  of  cold,  that  two 
of  the  })arty  perished.  The  rest,  benighteil  as  they 
were,  owed  their  safe  return  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  energv  and  presenci'  ot'  mind  ol'  Mr.  Hanks. 
'i'he\-  had  no  loot!  besiiles  a  \ulture  which  tlu'v 
liapj)ened  to  shoot,  and  which,  ccpiallv  di\ided 
among  them,  supplied  each  man  with  about  thice 
mouthfulls. 

J''rom  Tierra  del  I'ucgo,  Caj)1aiii  ( "ook  ))uisued 
bis  voyage  of  some  loui"  thousand  miles  to  Ola- 
luitc.  "  It  is  neccvssary,"  .says  a  more  recent  Noy- 
ager,  "to  sail  over  this  great  ocean  to  comprehend 
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"its    iniim'ii>.il  V.       M()\iiiL!"    (luicklv    oiiwaids    lijr   (    11  A  I'. 

'         .         ■       .                            MX. 
"  weeks   t(\i2,cllK'r,  wc    iirhI    witli   iiolliiiiij,   hut  the   < ^ '_, 

•'  same  blue,  nroloiiiullv  deep  ocean.     I'^eii  within    vtjVAi.K)* 

*'  the  archi))elai;'Oi\s,  the   islaiuls  are   mere  .si)eeks,     covi.kv. 

*'  and  liir  distant  liom  one  another.      Accustomed 

"  to  look  at   maps  drawn  on  a  small   scale,  where 

"  dots,  shaelows,  and  names,  are  crowtled  together, 

"  we  do  not  rii^htlv  jud^e  how  infinitely  .>n)all  the 

*'  pro})ortion  of  dry   huid    is   to  the   water    ol"  this 

*'  vast  expanse."  * 

The   ))rincipal    t)l)ser\at()r\'   ioi"   the  Transit   was 

establisheil  hy  Cook  on   the   northern  ea))e  of  Ota- 

lieite,  which,  from  thence,  was  called  l\jint  \'enus. 

During-  the  interval  between  M'ailis's  de})arture  and 

Cook's  arrival,  the   island   had   been  visited    by  a 

French  circiunnavigator,  i\I.  de  Bougainville,  who 

applied  a  similar  a})i)ellation  from  a  wholly  different 

train  of  itleas  —  he  snrnamed  it  a  realm  of  love  — 

TiA  NOUVELLE  CVTIIKRE. 

The  residence  of  Cook  at  Otaheite  diu'ing  three 
whole  months  allowed  him  ample  o})portunities  to 
observe  the  country  and  the  })eople.  Few  regions 
of  the  earth  appear  so  highly  tavouretl  bv  Nature. 
Nearly  round  the  island,  but  at  some  distance  Irom 
its  shores,  there  extends  a  reef  of  coral  rocks, 
\vithin  which  the  islanders  may  safely  fish  or  dis- 
port themselves  in  their  canoes.  Within  it  there 
is  also  room  anil  dcjUh  for  anv  lunnber  ot'  the 
largest  ships.     The  glowing  sunshine  is  tcnipereil 

*  Darwin's  Journal,  Doocmber  10.  1S3.3. 


cov 
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C  II  A  r.   \)\  till'  \i)\\\  ]H';ik>  in  llio  ci-ntrc  of  the  i>laiul,  ;iiui 
t  '  I   ''>'  ^^-'Ji-hri't'/i's  iVom  a  \ast    (.'xpaiiM'  on   c^vtiv  side. 

voTAc.Ks  The  Hijjht  soil,  wati'ic'd  bv  nianv  a  spaikhiiii:  rivnict 
ovFuv  ^''^^"1  ^^^<^'  mountains,  hrini:;s  lorth,  almost  without 
culture,  anil  in  inexhaustible  profusion,  the  richest 
liiiits  for  the  use  of  man  —  as  the  cocoa-nut,  the 
sui^ar-caiie,  the  Chinese  mulbeiry,  anil  bananas  of 
thirteen  kinds.  Theie  was  no  European  fruit  nor 
liiain  ot" any  sort.  IJut  the  want  of  it  was  suj)plieil 
by  a  rare  and  special  gift  of  Providence  to  these 
South  Sea  islanders  —  the  bread-fruit  tree.  This, 
in  its  trunk  and  branches,  has  been  compared  to 
an  oak,  in  its  ibliaiie  to  a  liii;-tree  ;  and  the  fruit  is 
about  the  size  and  s]iaj)e  of  a  child's  heail.  The 
rind  being  removed,  there  aj)j)ears  within  a  soft 
and  spongy  substance,  white  as  snow,  which,  when 
di\ideil  into  ))ortions,  and  roasted,  alfords  nearly 
the  taste  and  the  nourishment  of  bread.  Thus,  at 
Otaheite  did  a  few  turns  before  a  tire  su])ersede 
our  niaififold  processes,  which,  irom  the  tools  that 
they  recpiire,  are  connected  with  so  many  pro- 
cesses more  —  of  ])louL;hing,  sowing,  harrowing, 
reaping,  storing,  thrashing,  grinding,  baking,  — 
and,  in  late  vears  at  least,  legislating  I  * 

The  race  of  men  who  were  found  inhabiting  this 
island  were,  for  the  most  })art,  tall,  well-proi)or- 
tioned,  and  handsomi' ;  their  complexion  of  a  clear 
light    ()li\e.      'i'lK'ir    mild,    intelligent    looks,    and 

•  See,  liowi'VCT,  as  again.-t  tlic  bri-ad-fiiiit,  tin-  lurciblc 
r«-mnrks  of  Dr.  Jolmson  ;  lioswcU'tt  Lite,  uiKltr  tlic  date  May 
7.  1773. 


<>l      DIS- 

<  <n  i.uv. 
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their  gentle  manners,  seemed  lar  indeetl  removed  (    n  a  P. 
from  the  eommon  ferocity  of  savages.     Hut  they       '•'•^- 
had    the    harbarie   j)ractiee  of  drawing   n])()n   their    \<.va<;k3 
l)odies    various    j)atterns    l)v   small    puiietures  —  a 
j)ractiee  which  they,  and  we  from  them,   denomi- 
nate Tattooing.     Tlieir  dress  consisted  of   either 
cloth  or  matting;   the  former  made  from  the  bark 
of  trees.      In  wearing  it  (but  on  that  point  civilised 
nations  ami  barbarians  well  agree)  they  had  rallier 
more  regard  for  fashion   than  for  use;   thus  Cook 
observed  of  the  chiefs,  that  whenever  they  came  to 
visit  iiim,  they  had  folded  round  their  loins  as  much 
cloth  as  would   suttice    to  clothe  a  dozen   ])eo|)le 
while  the  rest  of  their  bodies  was  quite  bare. 

"  It  has  been  remarked,"  says  a  recent  traveller, 
"  that  it  requires  only  little  habit  to  make  a  dark 
''  skin  more  pleasing  and  natural  to  the  eye  of  an 
*'  European  than  his  own  colour.  A  white  man 
"  batliing  by  the  side  of  an  Otaheitean  was  like  a 
"  plant  bleached  by  the  gardener's  art,  compared 
'*  with  a  fine  dark-green  one  growing  vigorously  in 
"  the  open  fields."* 

To  the  Otaheiteans,  the  use  of  letters  or  the  art 
of  writing  were  uttcrlv  unknown.  They  had  no 
metal  whatever,  all  their  tools  being  made  of  stone, 
shells,  or  bone.  This  was  of  the  less  inijiortance  to 
tliem,  since  they  required  no  tillage,  nor  any  but 
the  lightest  toil.  It  was  observed  of  tiiem,  at  this 
time,  that  to  catch  fish  was  their  chief  labour,  and 

*  Darwin's  Journal,  November  15.  1835. 
VOL.  VI.  F  F 
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C  II  A  1'.   to  I'at  it  tlu'ir  v\\'\v{  liixm y.    'I'lu-ir  lioiiscs,  suiriciciil 

^ lor  such  a  cliinatc,  were   no   more  than  a  thatch  of 

voya<;ks  palm  knives,  raised  a  little  way  on  poles,  anil  open 
^^^  '"'"  at  all  sides.  'I'hev  had  no  tame  (luadrnpeils  besides 
hotr^  and  doLTs.  Both  of  these  thev  cooked  tor 
food,  1)\  a  ])ioccss  of  small  ovens  and  hot  stones; 
"  anil  in  mv  opinion,"  adds  (\ij)tain  W'allis,  *'  the 
"  meat  is  better  in  c\eiy  respect  than  when  it  is 
*'  dressed  any  other  way."*  Ilavinu;  no  vessel  in 
which  fluids  could  underi:!:o  the  action  of  fire,  and 
their  climate  being  un visited  by  tVosts,  they  had  as 
little  idea  that  water  could  ever  be  made  hot  as 
that  it  could  ever  be  made  solid.  At  breakfast,  on 
board  the  ship,  a  hissing  tea-urn  was  to  them  an 
incomprehensible  mystery  ;  and  one  Otaheitcan, 
who  on  that  occasion  slightly  scalded  his  own 
hand,  was  ga/cd  at  by  the  rest  with  terror  and 
amazement. 

The  longer  residence  of  Captain  Cook  enabled 
him  to  become  acipiainted  with  their  language. 
He  describes  it  as  soft  and  melodious,  and  easy  to 
j)ronounce.  It  bears  little  or  no  afHnity  to  those  of 
tlie  Old  \\'i)rld,  but  was  Ibinid,  though  with  great 
varieties  of  dialect,  extending  to  New  Zealand, 
and  over  many  of  the  archipelagoes  of  the  South 
.Sea. 

For  their  religion,   the  ()taheiteans  believed   in 
two  great  deities,  or  first  beings,  by  whom  all  other 


•  Hawkcsworth's  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  ISK     Captain  Cook  says 
the  hunic.  (vol.  ii.  \>-  197.) 
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beings  were  })rodiicei.l.      Tlie  year  was,   they  said,   (    ii  .\  i'. 
llie  daui;litcM'  of  tlicse;   llic  year  bepjot  the  montlis,  ,    '''^'  , 
and  the  month  beu'ot  the  (hiys.     'Hie  stars,  as  tliey    vc>va<;k» 
supposed,   were    ])artly   the    ollsprin^-   of"  the   first    f.|^y,,*,jy 
})air,  ])ut  ])artly,  also,  had   increased  anion<^  them- 
selves.     1  liey  had  an  hereditary  priestiiood  ;   and, 
accordini]:;  to  tlieir  own  avowal,  the  horrible  prac- 
tice  of  inmian    sacrifices.*      Most   of  their   other 
rites  related  to  their  sepulchral  monuments,  ^vhich 
they    called    Morais ;     their    dead    beiuii^    neither 
burned,    nor  buried,    nor    yet   embalmed,   but,   at 
least     in     some    cases,    laid    out    to    decay    above 
ground. 

For  their  government  they  had  one  supreme 
and  many  subordinate  chiefs.  But  the  lesser 
])eninsula  (for  Otaheite  consists  of  two  connected 
bv  a  narrow  neck  of  land)  acknowledged  a  difierent 
sway.  Between  both  sanguinary  wars  were  some- 
times waged,  in  which  little  mercy  was  shown 
even  to  women  or  children.  Their  chiefs,  as  their 
])riests,  w^ere  hereditary,  of  either  sex,  but  of  fiuc- 
tuating  authority.  Thus,  for  example,  when  Cap- 
tain Wallis  first  discovered  the  island,  he  saw  a 
woman  of  middle  age,  named  Oberea,  whom,  from 
the  demeanour  of  the  people  towards  her,  he  sup- 
posed to  be  their  Queen  ;  but  diu'ing  tiie  later 
visits  of  Captain  Cook  Oberea  had  declined  from 
her  high  estate,  and  was  little  regarded. 

*  Cook's  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  18o.  Tliis  does  not  peem 
to  have  been  suspected  during  his  first  visit,  nor  yet  during 
Captain  "Wallis's. 
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CII  A  P.        SiR'li  i.N  till'  ;u-c'()imt  of  (  )lali('itc'  wIk-ii    first  seen 

I.IX. 


_,  by    l^iiroiH-an    I'vi's.      It    was    IraiiMiiittod    bv    men 


voYAc.Ks    l)()th    (liM'cniini;-   and    tiiotworthv.      ^\■t,    pciliaps, 

OF  DIS- 
COVERY 


OF  DIS-  11^  1 

^\  o   may  ri'aM)iial)ly  Mispcct  some  errors,  when   we 


liiitl  how  ^ross  ami  ^larintj^  are  those  committed  at 
liome.  I  low  ill,  even  at  the  present  day,  ilo  our 
nearest  neii^hbonrs  understantl  us!  One  French 
tra\eller,  only  a  feu  years  since,  afiirnu-d,  that  we 
are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  our  letters  uj)on 
dishes,  and  of  opening  them  with  tongs,  *  One 
French  historian,  ascribing  our  intellectual  vigour 
solely  to  our  animal  food,  informs  his  readers,  by 
way  of  illustration,  that  Shakspearc  was  a  butcher 
by  trade,  t 

A  friendly  intercourse  and  a  system  of  barter 
sj)rung  up  at  once  between  the  ))eoj)le  of  Otaheite 
and  each  I'uropean  ship.  Thev  brought  provisions 
in  j)Knty,  and  in  return  were  most  eager  for  axes 
and  nails.  Hut  only  a  few  hours  sulliced  to  show 
the  ^■iees  of  their  eharaeti'r.  They  were  for  the 
most  ])art  in\eterate  and  incorrigible  thieves. 
Even  those  who  had  received  as  free  gifts  many 
toys  or  tools  could  scarce  be  withheld  from  pilfer- 
ing some   more.      ( )n    another  still   more  essential 


•fc> 


•  "  Les  Anj^lnis  se  font  scrvir  sur  dos  plats  dcs  lottrcs  qu'ils 
"  pronnent  avec  dcs  pincettes."  (Tlieophile  Oanticr,  Trn  los 
Mantes,  vol.  ii.  p.  98.  ed.  1«43.) 

t  "  C'est  dc  temps  immemorial  unc  race  nourric  dc  chair. 
"  L«;ur  plus  grand  homme,  Sliakcspcarc,  fut  d'abord  un 
*'  bouchcr."  (Michelet,  Ilistoire  de  France,  vol.  iv.  p.  275.  ed. 
1837.) 
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subject  lilt'}'  wc'ic  slill  less  to  he  rcstraiiuil.     I'oiiit   c  n  A  I'. 
W'lius,    where    the    shij)'s    c()mi)any,    oflieers    and       '''•'^• 
sailors,  often  hnuled,  might  liave  been  deemed  the    v(»yAf;Ks 
very  shrine  or  d\velhni>-|)hicc  of  tlie  heat  lien  <j:od-    **''  ^^''^' 
dess.     But  among  the  Otaheiteans  themselves  the 
licentiousness  was  such  as  can  find  no  ])arallel  in 
any  other  age,  or  any  other  cjuarter  of  the  globe. 
Among  the  Otaheiteans  tlie   men   and   women,   at 
least  of  the  richer  class,  were  wont  to  form  them- 
selves  into   societies,   or,   as   they  might  be  aptly 
called,  communities,   in  which   infanticide  became 
the  order  anil  the  rule.      These  societies  bore  the 
name  of  Arreoy  ;  and  such  was  the  state  of  feel- 
ing derived  from  them,  that  the  term  '*  bearer  of 
"  children,"  which  every  where  else  is  a  title  of 
honour  among  women,   had  grown  to  be  at  Ota- 
heite  a  byword  of  reproach. 

It  is  most  strange  to  find  that  system,  even 
though  it  might  be  limited  to  the  richer  class,  still 
consistent  with  a  swarming  ])0])ulati()n.  At  his 
second  visit,  Captain  Cook  reckoned  the  number 
of  the  Otaheiteans  at  upwards  of  '200,000.*  Re- 
cent voyagers  find  the  actual  numbers  so  far  less, 
that,  even  allowing  for  a  large  decrease  in  conse- 
quence of  the  diseases  introduced  by  Europeans, 
thev  see  cfrounds  for  controverting  the  earlier  cal- 
culation.     Be  this  as  it  may,  the  recent  voyagers 


•  Second  Voyage,  vul.  i.  {>.  349.     Compare  his  account  with 
Captain  Fitzroy's  Voyages  of  the  Beagle,  vol.  ii.  p.  520. 
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('II  A  1'.   Ii:i\r   oil   other    ])(.ints   t^ood    tidings    to    till.      At 

^^ '      '    ,  ()|;ilu'ito   till'  !;il)oiirs  oi"  tlii'  .Missionary  \\d\v  l)ciii 

voYACKs  acti\c'  aiul  imt'oasing.  At  OtaiicitL'  tlic  (lospcl 
r^^rr.^^  liiis  not  l)ocMi  nrcaclicil  in  vain.  'I'Iktc  are  still, 
no  iloubt,  as  c\cmi  in  the  longest  settled  Christian 
conntries,  manv  t'anlts  of"  coiuhict  to  deplore  and 
to  amend.  Uut  the  old  abominations  iia\e  l)een 
nllerlv  swej)!  awav,  antl  a  healthtnl  system  both 
ot'tailh  and  practice  has  succeeded. 

On  leaviniij  Otaheite,  and  at  the  distance  of  one 
or  two  days'  sail,  Cook  discovered  a  cluster  of  six 
isles,  to  whicli  he  p^ave  the  name  of  Society  Islands. 
They  were  inhal)ited,  he  found,  by  a  kintlreil  race, 
with  nearly  the  same  language  ami  maimers,  as  at 
Otaheite.  From  hence,  at  tiie  farther  bounds  of 
the  vast  Pacilic,  he  ex])l()red  the  coasts  of  New 
Zealand.  These,  as  their  apj)ellati()n  denotes, 
were  discoveretl  bv  a  Dutch  Noya^er  ;  namely  'I'as- 
man,  in  KlI'J;  yet  neither  he,  nor  any  otlu-r  since 
his  lime,  had  landed  uj)on  them.  On  more  minuti* 
examination.  Cook  found  the  country  to  consist  of 
two  large  islands ;  and  the  strait  between  them, 
which  he  was  the  first  to  trace,  has  deservedly 
received  hi^  name.  ( "ook  went  on  shore  in  se\eral 
places,  and  perc-i'i\ed  the  great  natural  ad\antages 
which  now,  thick-set  as  that  region  has  become 
with  thriving  colonies,  bids  fiir  to  ri'iider  it,  at  no 
distant  ])eri()d,  the  Britain  of  the  Southern  liemi- 
sj)here.  Willi  the  iiali\i's,  ami  tlnough  their 
fault,  not  iiis  own,  hi'  beianie  invoKetl  in  some 
hostilities.      Aeeonling    to    his    obseiNations,    llu'y 
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wcvc  (all  ami  w  rll-iiiadc,  more   atliKlic   and   active  en  \  \\ 
than  (he  men  of  Otalicitc,  aiul  by  no   means  cU-sti-       '•'^- 
tute  of  good  (iiialitics,  but  too  jjlainly,  and  i)\  (lieir    vovAfiKs 
own  confession,  cannihals.  '""  ""^" 

riie  English  captain  pursued  his  voyage  to  the 
shores  of  New  Holland,  —  another  discovery  of  the 
old  Dutch  navigators,  —  but  to  which,  as  to  the 
former,  they  had  gi\-en  a  landom  \iew  rather  (lian 
any  scientific  or  close  survey.  Cook,  with  great 
care,  explored  the  eastern  coast,  which  he  called 
New  South  Wales.  One  inlet,  where  Mr.  l^anks 
and  Dr.  Solander  Ibnnd  j)laiUs  in  esj)ecial  j)lenty, 
received  the  ajjpellation  of  Botanv  Hay.  Until 
that  time  it  was  matter  of  uncertainty  whether 
New  Holland  might  not  form  part  of  New  Ciuinea  ; 
but  Cook  now  solved  the  doubt  by  steering  be- 
tween them.  During  that  na\  igation  he  most 
narrowly  escaped  the  ))eril  of  shipwreck.  One 
night  the  vessel  struck  upon  a  hidden  reef  of  coral. 
A  formidable  leak  was  sprung,  and  the  crew  set  to 
work  at  the  pumps;  but  the  ship  remained  tirndv 
fixed,  and  beat  against  the  rocks  with  so  nnicli 
violence,  that  even  the  seamen  could  not  without 
the  utmost  dithculty  keep  upon  their  legs.  'I'heir 
sole  chance  was  now  to  lighten  the  vessel  ;  accord- 
inglv,  their  ginis  upon  the  deck,  their  stone  and 
iron  ballast,  casks,  hoop-staves,  oil-jars,  decayed 
stores,  and  many  other  things,  were  with  all  e\j)e- 
dition  thrown  overboard.  Day  broke,  but  only  to 
show  them  tlie  more  clearly  the  horrors  of  their 
desolate    condition  ;    the    land    at    eight    leagues 
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(•  il  A  I'.   ili^taiUT,  and    no  inti'iimdiatr  i^lrl    to  all'ord  tlicni 

'  ''^       c\c'n  a  tiMiipoiarv  rrlii^i'.      Pro\  iilcntiallv  tlu'  wind 

v..^A..^.s  died  a\va\  :  *'  had  it  blown  hard,"  say^  ('ai)tain 
,)K  IMS-  (\,(,|^  »»  ^vi-  innst  ha\i'  i)rii>lic'ih"  KiMU-wcd  cxcm"- 
lions  wlmc  now  niaiK'  to  lighun  tiu-  ^hij)  >till 
further,  cvc>r\  thini;-  that  it  was  |)os>ihh'  to  sj)ai\' 
bcinii  cast  intt)  tlic  sea.  With  incrcdil)le  lal)our, 
and  bv  the  aid  ot"  the  lising  tide,  at  nine  o'clock 
that  evening  the  \  essel  liglited. 

But  the  danger  was  by  no  means  ox  er])ast.  The 
water  iiisheil  in  through  the  leak,  ami  the  men 
colli entling  against  it  began  to  lose,  not  strength 
onlv,  but  also  heart  and  hope.  So  liu-  spent  were 
they,  that  at  last  none  of  them  could  work  upon 
the  ])umps  more  than  five  or  six  minutes  together, 
aftiM-  whieli,  bi'ing  totally  exhausted,  they  would 
fiiuL::  themseUes  down  upon  the  deck,  while 
another  ])artv  i()r  the  same  short  interval  suc- 
ceeded. Should  tlu'ir  labour  be  ri'inittecl  it  seemed 
inevitable  that  the  ship  must  sink  ;  and  they  well 
knew  that  their  boats  were  not  sulliciiMit  to  con\ey 
them  all  to  shore.  In  that  crisis  it  was  fearetl  that 
all  connnand  and  subordination  wouKl  be  at  an 
end,  and  that  a  fearful  contest  for  the  ])reference 
would  ensue.  Vet,  ))erhaps,  in  such  a  case,  the 
men  li-ft  to  perish  in  the  waves  might  deserve  less 
j)itv  than  tiu'  men  who  eame  to  land.  Ilow  I'ould 
these  provide  anv  lasting  oi-  ellectual  delence 
against  the  natiNcs;-'  Ilow  subsist,  where  e\  en 
nets  and  fire-arms  could  scarcely  liunisji  tlu-m 
with  food?      What   hope  could    liny   ha\e   lor   tin- 
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fiittirey  —  wlial    liopc    thai    willi    llicir   opiii    hoaK   cilAi'. 

tlicy  could  ever  quit    llu'sc   iuliospilahU-  .^liorcs  or  ^ '     •   , 

return  to  their  own  ?  \w\.v(.i.3 

In  tliis  extremity  one  of  the  nrulshipineu,  Monk-  ,'.|j^.,.',,\' 
house  l)v  name,  went  up  to  tlie  Captain  ami  ))ro- 
poseil  an  expeilient  that  he  hail  once  seen  used  on 
board  a  mereliant-sliip  l)oinul  from  A'irginia  to 
Knghuuh  'I'his  e\|)edient  was  caHed  "  fotlierini!,- ;  " 
it  consists  in  li^-htly  stitchiui;-  to  an  open  sail  a 
great  (piantits  of  oakum  ami  wool,  the  sail  heiui^ 
then  hauled  beneath  the  shi])  b\  ropes,  when  the 
oakum  and  wool  are  drawn  in  by  the  suction  of  the 
leak,  and  serve  in  some  measure  to  l)lug  it.  Cap- 
tain Cook  lost  no  time  in  trying-  the  experiment, 
and  found  it  succeed  so  well,  that  the  leak,  instead 
of  gaining  uj)on  three  ))umps,  was  easily  kept 
under  with  one.  In  this  maimer  it  l)ecame  ])os- 
sible  to  navigate  the  vessel  towards  a  neighbouring 
harbour  which  had  been  discovered  by  the  boats, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  convenient  for  the  re])airs 
required.  For,  as  the  writer  of  this  voyage  ob- 
serves,— "  In  all  the  joy  of  our  unexpected  deli- 
"  verance,  we  had  not  tbrgot  that  at  this  time 
"  there  was  nothing  but  a  lock  of  wool  between 
'*  us  and  destruction."* 

In  that  harbour,  which  he  called  Endeavour 
Bay,  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales,  Ca])tain 
Cook  remained  above  six  weeks.  There  he  and 
Mr.   Banks    saw   for    the    first    time  that  singular 

*  Hawkesworth's  Voyages,  vul.  iii.  p.  555. 
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CHAP,  animal,  llll   tluMi   unknown   to  l".nro))(.'ans.  the  kan- 

'  ''^-  i^aroo.      riu'ic',  also,  tlicy  ItH   in  willi  several   i)ar- 

VOYA..KS  ties  i)f  the   natives,  sonietinies  adorned  with  bones 

(.K  IMS-  ^jj-  ijjj.^j^   throui^h   their   noses,   but  whoUv  unelad, 

COM.KV. 

and  grovellini;  in,  j)erhai)s,  the  very  lowest  stiige 
of  savage  lite.  The  repairs  of  the  ship  being  now 
completed,  so  far  as  scanty  means  allowed,  Cook 
attempted  to  resume  his  voyage.  This  proved  an 
arduous  task.  So  thick-set  was  the  coast  with 
shoals  and  reefs,  that  they  formed  a  labyrinth  tar 
from  easv  to  wind  through.  It  was  only  after 
repeated  failures,  and  at  imminent  risk,  that  the 
English  cai)tain  could  work  his  vessel  clear,  and 
emerge  into  the  open  sea.  From  thence  he 
directed  his  course  to  the  Dutch  settlements  in 
Java,  where  the  ship,  whieli  had  once  more  be- 
come leaky,  was  put  into  dock  and  thoroughly 
re-titted.  iMeanwhile  the  otlicers  and  men  residing 
at  Hatavia  suffered  most  severely  from  the  niarsii- 
I'ever  of  the  place  ;  several  died,  and  only  one  per- 
son among  them  was  altogether  free  from  illness; 
this  was  the  sail-maker,  a  man  between  seventy 
ami  eighty  years  of  age,  and  who,  strange  though 
it  seems,  while  on  shore  was  a  daily  drunkard, 
'i'he  survivors  continneil  tlK'ir  voyage  homewards 
witliout  further  mischance  or  ailventure,  and  in 
the  m(»ntli  of  .liuir,  1771>t'anu'  to  anchor  in  the 
1  )owns. 

I  he  services  of  ("'a))tain  Cook  wi-re  acknowledged 
in  the  way  that  gallant  seaman  lo\ed  best;  within 
a  few  months  he  was  sent  fortjj  on  another  ])erilous 
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voyage.     This   new    cxpcclition    foii.si.stcd   of   two  ciiai*. 

ships,  —  the  Kesoliition,   iintlcr  Cook,  as  the-  j)riii-  ^ , 

ci])al  commander,  and  the  Adventure,  under  Caj)- 
tain  Fuineaux.  Its  object  was  to  complete  tlie 
discovery  of  tlie  Soutliern  iiemisphere,  and  to 
ascertain,  so  far  as  possible,  the  existence  of  a 
Southern  ("ontinenl.  On  this  service  was  Cook 
engageil  lor  three  vears  and  three  months.  So 
extensive  were  his  exj)l()rations,  tiiat,  touching  at 
tlie  Ca])e  of  (lood  Hope  on  his  homeward  voyage, 
he  comi)uted,  that  since  he  had  left  that  settlement 
on  his  course  from  England  he  had  sailed  above 
twenty  thousand  leagues.  lie  had  enteretl  the  Ant- 
arctic circle  at  several  points,  attaining  a  far  higher 
southern  latitude  than  any  previous  voyager,  and 
not  desisting  until  the  ice,  })acked  or  floating, 
barred  his  way.  The  result  was,  that,  although  he 
saw  strong  reasons  to  suspect  the  existence  of  a 
Continent  around  the  South  Pole,  he  proved  that 
its  discovery  could  answer  no  usefid  purpose,  since, 
if  existing  at  all,  it  must  be  doomed  to  utter  ste- 
rility, and  covered  with  eternal  snows. 

During  this  voyage  Captain  Cook  made  several 
new  discoveries  in  the  PaciHc,  and  revisited  both 
Otaheite  and  the  Society  Islands.  In  these  he 
found  the  peo})le,  as  from  the  first,  dis))osed  to 
friendly  intercourse  and  barter.  'J'lie  ship  was  often 
surrounded  by  canoes  lull  of  natives,  who  called 
out, — '*  TiYO,  BOA,  AToi  I"  "  I  am  your  friend, 
<' — take  my  hog, — give  me  an  axel"  So  far, 
indeed,  did  their  confidence  extend,  that  a  young 
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(11  AT.    mall  of  iioti^  ainoii^-  tlu'iu,  nanu'd  ( )iiiai,  conscMitcd 

'  '"^^      U)  rinhaik   with   tlio  .stiaiiiTiMs.      Ili"  was  not    lon<^ 

v(>v.\..r..s    in  acMiiiiriiiLi:  soiiu"  kiiowlt-diiic.'  oftlu'  Mni^li.sli  tongue, 

*'^.'*'.^"     ami,  Dii  rcacliiiii;  l-Jii^daml,  was    pn-scMitrd  1)\   Lord 

Samlwifli   to  the  Kin,u-  at    Kcw.      In    tlii'   Loiulon 

circles  his  wi'll-i)iTil  mamu'is  excited  some  surprise. 

"  IJiit  vou  must  ri'meml)er,  Sir,"  said  Dr.  Johnson, 

••  tliat  Omai  lias  passetl   iiis   time  while  in  Kni;land 

"  only  in  the  best  company."* 

In  all  these  island-specks  on  the  \ast  Pacific 
Captain  ("ook  had  o])j)()rtiinity  to  observe  strange 
varieties  ot"  savage  Hie.  In  some  there  was  from 
tlie  first  an  amicable  ieeling,  in  others  a  succession 
of  hostile  attacks.  In  some  the  natives  displayed 
an  intelligent  curiosity,  in  others  a  brutish  indilfer- 
eiiee.  Thus,  at  one  of  the  New  Ilebriiles  wiiieh 
Cook  discovered,  a  chief,  ha\  ing  come  on  board, 
lookeil  on  all  around  him  willi  the  utmost  imeoii- 
cern  ;  nor  did  he  take  the  lea^l  notice'  of  any  thing 
except  a  wooden  sand-box,  wliich  he  seemed  to 
admire,  and  turned  two  or  tlui'i'  times  over  in  his 
handlt  In  nearly  all  ))lacis  where  intercourse 
was  at  all  admitted  the  peoj)le  were  inveterate 
thie\es.  "  It  was  hanlly  })ossible,"  writes  Cook  of 
Kaster  Isle,  "  to  keep  any  thing  in  our  ])ockets, 
'*  not  I'veii  what  themselves  had  sold  us  ;  for 
"tli('\  would  watch  eM'iy  op|)oit  unity  to  snatch 
"  it    from    us,    so    that    we   sometiiiu's    bought    the 


•   lioHWcH'H  Life,  April  .'3.  177(). 
f  S«'ron<l  Voyngo,  vol.  ii.  p.  6M. 
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**  same  thing  two  or  lliici'  times  ()\ci-,  and   attcf  all   c  li  A  V. 
"  clicl  not  get  it.'"  .    '''^^'  . 

Alter  tiie  observations  ot"  Cook  in  liis  fir>t  and  vovA«.r..s 
second  voyage,  he  niiglit  express  a  well-groinidi d  ^.yy^'^Y^ 
hoj)e  that  theSontht'rn  heinisj)hei"e  was  ^^lliei(,'ntly 
exploietl.l  Tliere  still  remained  the  task,  how- 
ever, of  tracing  throngh  the  Northern  the  coasts 
of  Asia  and  America,  where  they  approach  each 
other  in  the  direction  ot"  Hehring's  Strait,  and,  if 
possible,  I'U'eeting  the  conxerse  of  the  Xorth- 
West  passage,  from  the  Pacific,  namely,  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  fluis  wonld  the  circnnmaviga- 
tion  of  America  be  completed  ;  thns  might  a  new 
track  be  opened  to  the  trade  with  China  and  Jaj)an. 
M'ith  these  views,  and  nnder  the  King's  continued 
patronage,  another  and  final  expedition  was])lanned. 
All  men  felt  that  Cook  was  by  far  the  fittest  per- 
son to  conduct  it,  but  all  men  felt  likewise,  that 
after  his  past  labours  it  ought  not  to  be  proposed 
to  him.  He  had  been  appointed  to  a  lucrative 
connnand  in  (Jreenwich  Hospital,  where  he  nnglit 
pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  enjoyment  of 
well-earned  ease  and  fame.  Nevertheless,  his  ad- 
vice was  anxiously  sought  on  every  ])oint,  both  in 
the  framing  of  instructions  and  the  choice  of  a 
connnnnder.  At  last,  to  decide  these  (juestions, 
he  was  invited  to  a  tliinier  at  the  house  of  Lord 
Sandwich,   the  otiier  guests  being  only  Sir  Hugh 

•  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  279. 
t  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  239. 
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en  A  r.   l';illisor,  ;i  Lord,  :iii(l  Mr.  Su-))lu'iis,  tlie  Secretary, 

^•'^-   ,  of    tlir    Adiiiirallv.      In    the    coiiviMsation    which 

vo'vAui-.s    cusikhI,  thesi'  <j;iMUU'nuii  clescaiitod  on  thi- grandeur 

ctnriM-     '^'^^^  dii^nity  of  iUc   nrw  (Uvsiufn,  ami  its   resnUs  to 

iiavi«^ati{)n  and  sciLMice  ;    unlil  at  hist  Captain  Cook 

was  so  lar  wronuht    npon   bv  their  i  i.'j)rcsentatioii.s 

of  tlie  importance  of  the  voyage,  that  he  started 

from  his  seat,  and  dechired  that  he  wonUl  conduct 

it  himself.     This  was  precisely  what  the  j)arty  ])re- 

sent    had   desired,    and,    ))crhaj)s,   expected.      His 

Lcenerous  offer  being'  without  ck'la\  transmit  tod   to 

the  King,  was  joyfully  accepted.* 

It  was  in  July,  177'>>  twelve  montlis  af\er  liis 
return,  that  Caj)tain  Cook,  departing  on  his  last 
voyage,  sailed  from  Plymouth  Sound.  He  had  em- 
barked in  his  old  ship  the  Resolution.  To  this,  as 
on  the  last  occasion,  was  adjoined  a  smaller  vessel ; 
it  was  now  the  Discovery,  entrusted  to  (\i])tain 
Charles  Clarke,  who  had  served  under  (^ook  in  both 
the  former  voyages.  M'ith  Cook  there  had  also  gone 
o!i  board  Omai,  now  returning  to  his  nati\e  countrv, 
and  en)iched  with  many  valuable  })rescnts,  from 
the  generosity  of  the  Kingandof  his  ))rivate  friends. 
"  It  could  not  but  occur  to  us,"  writes  Cook, 
"  as  a  singular  anil  affecting  circumstance,  that  at 
"  the  very  instant  of  our  de])arturi'  upon  a  voyage 
"  the  object  of  whiih  was  to  benefit  Iluro])e,  bv 
"  making  fresh  discoveries  in  North  .Anuriea,  thiMc 
"  should    be   the  unhappv  necessity  of"  emj)Ioving 

•  Encyc.  IJritann.  si/h  voce  Cook. 
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"  others  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  of  conveying  C  TI  A  r. 
*'  mniierons  bodies  of  Iiis  hind  forces  lo  secure  the  .  . 


*'  obethencc  of  those  parts  of  that  continenl  which  \><\\<,\^ 
"  had  been  discovered  and  settled  by  our  country-  l!^^*]^^ 
**  men  in  tlie  last  century.  On  tiie  (Jth  of  July,  a 
"  fleet  of  transports,  consisting  of  sixty-two  sail, 
*•  bonnd  to  America,  with  the  last  division  of  the 
**  Hessian  troops  and  some  horse,  were  forced  into 
**  Plymouth  Sound  bv  a  strong  north-west  wind."  * 
Yet  the  war  aLiaiust  the  Thiileen  Colonies  aft()r<lcd 
at  least  one  gratifying  ])oint  of  contact  with  the 
expedition  of  Cook.  Many  months  afterwards, 
when  that  expedition  was  thought  to  be  near  its 
return.  Dr.  Franklin,  as  American  Minister  at 
Paris,  took,  greatly  to  his  honour,  some  steps  for 
its  defence.  He  issued  a  letter  to  the  commanders 
of  American  cruisers,  enjoining  them,  if  they  should 
happen  to  fall  in  with  these  English  ships,  to  do 
them  no  injury,  but,  on  the  contrary  (here  are  his 
own  words),  to  "afford  Captain  Cook  and  his 
*'  people,  as  common  friends  to  mankind,  all  the 
*'  assistance  in  your  power." t 

Cook,  in  the  first  instance,  directed  his  course 
to  the  Cai)e,  and  from  thence  to  New  Zealand. 
Thence  again  he  passed  to  an  archipelago,  several 
new  ])oints  of  w  liich  lie  had  tliscovercd  in  iiis  tormcr 

*   Tliird  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  [). 

t  Circular  Letter,  dated  Passy,  March  10.  1779.  Franklin's 
"Works,  vol.  V.  p.  123.  "NVIien  in  1784  Cook's  last  Voyage  ap- 
peared in  print,  a  copy  was  sent  to  Dr.  Franklin  by  His  Majesty's 
orders,  and  was  respectfully  acknowledged,  (vol.  x.  p.  125.) 


1 1>>  iiisrouY   or  i;\(;i..\n!) 

(■  II  A  r.   \  (na'::o,  and   iiiNcn   to  the  wlioli"  cliisti-r  the  nanio 

^ ,  ot"  tlio    Fr'uMully  l.sl;iml>.      A   stay  ol"  nearly   tlnco 

\.aA..i>  niontlis  i'nal)l(.Hl  him  to  become  well  acciuainli'd 
covrTv  ^^'^'^  ^''^'  pt'oplo.  Their  lani^uai^i'  and  manners 
were  in  some  res])ects  ahnosi  tiu'  same  as  at  Ota- 
lieite.  I>nt  tlu'V  had  moii'  espi'cially  di\ers  super- 
stitious rites  l()r  secluding  either  persons  or  things 
from  the  offices  of  common  life  ;  and  this,  in  their 
j)hrase,  was  to  taboo,  —  a  word  which,  from  Cook's 
description,  may  almost  be  said  to  ha\e  ])assed  into 
the  English  tongue. 

During  the  summer  of  1777  Cook  arrived  at 
Otaheite  and  the  Society  Islands,  where  he  had 
the  satistiiction  of  restoring  Omai  to  iiis  friends. 
He  also  ])ut  on  shore  a  bidl  and  cows,  a  horse  and 
mare,  and  other  animals  sent  over  by  the  King  for 
the  benefit  of"  these  inlanders,  and  j)reserved  with 
infinite  care  and  pains  throughout  the  voyage.  On 
sailinfj  from  hence,  he  discovered  a  new  and  im- 
portant  archipelago,  to  which  lie  gave  the  nanu'  of 
hi>  jjatron  and  chief,  Lord  Sanilwicli.  lie  then 
pursued  his  vovage  to  the  north  c-oast  of  America, 
which,  at  these  high  latitudes,  he  was  the  first  to 
explore.  He  anchored  for  some  weeks  at  Xootka's 
Sound;  and  in  the  spring  of  I77S  carried  his 
discoveries  beyond  IJehring's  Straits,  until  within 
the  Polar  ("ircle  he  encountered,  i\c'n  in  the  mid- 
sununer  months,  a  season  fiu^  niore  rigorous  than 
the  winter  he  had  ])assed.  Still  he  struggled  on- 
wards  throuLrh    evi-rv    toil    and    obstacle,   but    was 
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uiiahle  to  ])roc't'L'(l  bcxoiid  a   Iicad-Iaiul,  which   hr   c  H  \  p. 
iianictl  Icy  Caj)c.  ; '  '  '  , 

At  this  point,  where  the  sea,  like  the  land,  was  vovackh 
but  one  frozen  mass,  tiie  season  also  being  far  ad-  (,j^.,',jy. 
vaneed,  Cook  desisted  from  his  attempts  to  find  a 
])assage  into  tiie  Atlantic,  i'lilly  resolved,  however, 
to  renew  his  search  in  the  ensuini;-  year.  Meaii- 
wliile  he  sailed  back  to  the  southward  along  the 
coasts  of  Kamtschatka,  which  he  carefully  explored. 
Returning  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  he  cast  anchor 
in  a  bay  which  the  islanders  called  by  the  uncouth 
name  of  M'arakakooa.  "No  where  in  the  course 
*'  of  my  voyages"  says  Cook,  "  hail  I  seen  so  nunie- 
"  rous  a  body  of  people  assembled  at  one  place. 
"  For  besides  those  who  had  come  off  to  us  in 
'*  canoes,  all  the  shore  of  the  bay  was  covered  with 
"  spectators,  and  many  hundreds  were  swimming 
"  round  the  ships  like  shoals  offish."* 

With  these  ])eoplc  Captain  Cook  maintained 
during  many  weeks  a  friendly  intercourse,  and 
when  he  sailed  from  their  country  left  them  on 
good  terms.  Unhappily,  soon  after  his  departure 
he  was  compelled  to  return  by  a  violent  storm, 
which  damaged  one  of  his  ships.  During  that 
second  visit,  the  cutter  of  the  Discovery  being 
stolen  by  the  natives.  Cook  went  on  shore  with  a 
party  of  nine  or  ten  marines  in  hopes  to  regain 
it.  lie  immediately  marched  into  the  village, 
where   he   was  received  with  the  usual   marks  of 

*  Third  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  p.  549. 
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CHAP.   ri'SjU'ct,    tlu"  |)i'c)|)K'  prostraliiiL!:  tlicnisi'lvcs  before 
'•''^-      him,   and    l)riii«rini'-    lluir  accustomed    ()l]erin«;s    ot 

M>vAi.r.s  small  hoi^s.  lie  was  still  in  ])arlt.  v  with  their  Chief 
close  to  the  sea-sliore,  when  the  news  came  that 
in  another  ])art  of  the  hay,  the  boats'  companies 
had  engaged  against  some  canoes  and  killed  one 
of  their  j)rincij)al  men.  Upon  this  a  disorderly 
conflict  soon  arose.  I'he  marines  and  boats*  crew 
appear  to  have  fired  without  waiting  for  orders. 
Their  fire  was  answered  by  a  volley  of  stones  and 
a  struggle  hand  to  hauil.  The  Captain  himself 
then  found  it  necessary  to  discharge  both  barrels 
of  his  gun,  the  second  loaded  with  ball.  His 
undaunted  demeanour  struck  awe  into  the  natives, 
and  so  long  as  he  continued  to  face  them  it  was 
observed  that  they  ofiered  him  no  violence.  Ikit 
in  his  anxiety  to  })revent  further  bloodshed,  he 
turned  louiul,  calling  to  the  boats  to  cease  firing 
ami  j)ull  in.  Just  then  he  was  stabbed  in  the  back, 
and  fell  with  his  face  into  the  water.  Of  his  little 
jiarty,  four  were  killed,  and  the  survivors,  some  of 
them  mortally  wounded, could  only  save  themselves 
by  swinuTiing  to  the  boats. 

Thus  in  February,  177()»  ^I'cd  Captain  James 
Cook;  a  name  deserving  of  an  honourable  ])lace 
in  the  ibitish  annals.  Self-taught,  and  rising  fi-om 
the  lowot  rank  by  his  merits  alone,  temperate  and 
liard\',  clcar-sighti'd  and  inlicpiil,  he  was  ever 
foremost  in  the  ])alli  of  dangi-r  or  of  (lut\.  Mis 
friends  allow  that  he  was  ])rone  to  sudden  starts  of 
anger,  yet   these  were  tem])ered,  and   as   it   were 
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disarmed,   In-   a   cli.sj)ositio!i    tlie    most    kindly   ami   c  ll  A  I* 

humane.*  , , 

The  remains  of  Captain  Cook  could  not  be  re-  .v.)VA«ii..s 
covered  lor  interment  without  great  dilTicuUy  and  (.^jvi'iiv. 
much  more  of  bloodshed.  That  melanclioly  rite 
being  performed,  and  a  reconciliation  effected  with 
the  natives,  tlie  ships  again  dej)arted  from  these 
islands.  Captain  Clarke,  on  whom  the  ])rincij)al 
command  had  now  devolved,  applied  himself  with 
scarcely  less  of  energy  to  the  same  object  as  his 
predecessor.  Througli  tiie  whole  summer  he  made 
repeated  but  fruitless  attempts  to  discover  through 
the  ice  and  snow  an  outlet  to  the  East.  Coming 
back  from  this  service  at  the  close  of  the  season, 
he  died  along  the  coasts  of  Kamtschatka.  His 
disease  was  consumption,  beneath  which  he  had 
pined  for  many  months.  **  lie  knew," — these  are 
the  words  of  one  of  his  gallant  comrades, — *•  he 
"  knew  that  by  delaying  his  return  to  a  warmer 
"  climate  he  was  giving  up  the  only  chance  that 
**  remained  for  his  recovery.  Yet,  careful  and 
"jealous  to  the  last  degree  that  a  regard  to  his 
**  own  situation  should  never  bias  his  judgment 
*'  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  service,  he  j)er- 
*'  severed  in  the  search  of  a  passage  till  it  was  the 


*  In  the  circumstances  of  Cook's  death,  as  elsewhere,  I  follow 
Captain  Junios  King.  (Third  Voyage,  vol.  iii.  pp.  40 — 46.) 
There  are,  however,  sev»M-al  Variantes  in  the  narrative  of  Mr. 
Samwell,  surgeon  of  the  Discovery. 
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C  II  A  r.   "  opinion  oli^wry  oOicrr  In  l)()lli  ^liij)s  that  it  was 
1  IX-      ..  ■  .-11    ", 

voYAi.i:s  On  tlic  death  oftliis  liii;h-niinclccl  man,  tlic  snr- 
viving  t)(liccis,  j)rocL'C(linL:  by  way  of  Canton  and 
tlicCajJC,  bronixlit  back  the  ships  to  Kn^hind.  The 
})criod  ol"  their  absence  was  upwards  of  four  years 
and  two  niontlis.  Such  were  tlie  skill  and  judg- 
ment of  Captain  Cook  in  tlie  precautions  lie  liad 
used,  that  there  had  not  ap})eared  the  shi^htest 
sym})tom  of  the  scurvy  in  either  vessel  during  the 
wlioie  vovaije. 

The  ellbrts  of  the  liritish  Government  at  this 
])eriod  were  not  confined  to  tlie  Pacific  Ocean  and 
to  tlie  Southern  Hemisphere.  The  Northern  also, 
and  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic,  were  in  some  de- 
gree explored.  In  177^  Lord  Mulgrave  was  sent 
with  two  ships  to  iletcrmiiie  how  lar  na\igati()n 
might  be  ])raeticable  towards  the  North  Pole.  Loiil 
Mulgrave  showed  both  skill  and  courage  in  ])ur- 
suing  his  object,  but,  like  all  his  predecessors,  was 
ballled  by  "the  realm  of  fro>t."  In  I776  and 
1777  there  were  other  expeditions  into  Paflin's 
Pay,  less  well  conducted,  by  Lieutenant  Pickers- 
gill  and  Lieutenant  Young.  Put,  as  it  ])roved,  the 
most  important  enterj)rise  in  that  cpiarter  was  not 
umlertaken  l)y  the  Ailmiralty  ;  it  was  due  to  a 
])iivate  Association.  'J'lu'  Northern  Indians,  who 
canu'  down  to  trade  at  Port  Piime  of  Males,  be- 
longing    to     the     Hudson's    Pay    Companx,     had 

•   Tliird  \'o}ago,  vol.  iii.  Hiv  Cajdiun  King),  p.  2S1. 
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brought    to    (lie    knowledge    ol"  tin-    Ijigiisli    llie  CHAP. 

existence  of  a   distant   river,  which,   fioin   copper  , ^ 

abounding  near  it,  was  cahed  (he  Coppermine.  voya«;k.<} 
The  Company  now  resolved  to  send  some  com-  ^,\/^If' 
j)etent  person  to  exph)re  the  course  of  this  river, 
and  trace  it  to  its  termination.  For  that  purpose 
they  ])iteiu'd  on  Saiiniel  IlearTie,  a  }()ung  gen(h'- 
nian  in  (heir  service,  who  hail  been  an  ofh'cer  iji 
the  navy,  and  had  aheaaly  made  two  shorter  e\- 
])edi(ions  to  (he  inland  C()ini(ry. 

Accordingly,  in  December,  177^>  ^^i"*  Hearne 
set  forth  on  his  journey.  His  guides  and  com- 
j)anions  were  a  i)arty  of'  (he  Nordiern  Indians; 
some  of  tliose  various  tribes  who,  widiout  fixed 
habitations,  rove  along  the  dreary  deserts  or  tlie 
iVozen  lakes  of  that  immense  tract  of  continent. 
Mr.  Ilearne  found  that  lie  had  litde  or  no  control 
over  the  party  with  which  he  travelled.  They 
did  not  always  pursue  the  straight  or  shortest 
course,  and  often  halted  as  inclination  or  neces- 
sity might  ])rompt,  to  su])ply  themselves  with  food 
by  the  chase.  It  was  the  first  time  that  any 
European  had  ever  advanced  nearly  so  i'ar  in  (hat 
direction.  Cheerfully  bearing  every  hardship,  and 
encountering  every  toil,  during  more  than  twelve 
hundred  miles  of  march,  Mr.  Ilearne  at  length,  in 
July,  1771 J  reached  the  ex])ected  })lace  on  tiie 
Coppermine  lli\ei\  He  gazed  upon  it  with  no 
small  surprise.  The  Indians  at  the  Fort,  with  the 
usual  exaggeration  of  uneducated  tribes,  had  de- 
scribed  the  stream  as  likely  to   be   navigable  for 
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(■  II  A  r.   sliijis  ;     .Ml.   Ilcanii'    jJtTfi'ivi'd,    on    tin'    coiif laiy, 

. '  "  '   ,  that,  l)(.\siiK's  its   .slioals  and    liill.s,  it    couKl  .scarcely 

voYAcjF.s    bi'ar  one  oltlu'ir  own  I'anors. 

COM  15V  "^^    ^'"'^^   ^P*"^^    ^''*-'    l"lni:;li.sli    traveller   \\  itiies.sed, 

witliout  beinu:  able  to  |>revent,  an  act  of  atrocion.s 
cruelty  in  bi.s  Indian  L!;uides.  'I'iiey  .surprised  by 
ni«2^lit,  and  put  to  deatb,  witbout  mercy,  a  ])arty  of 
))oor  l'ls(piiniau\  aloni;  tiie  .stream.  Mr.  Ilearnc 
I'elt  more  especial  pity  for  one  ^irl  nvIio,  a.s  it 
cbanced,  was  butchered  at  bis  side,  and  who,  in 
her  dying  convulsions,  i^rasped  his  knees.  lie 
earnestly  entreated  her  life,  but  the  Indians  only 
answered  him  with  riilicule,  asking  if  he  wanted 
an  Esquimaux  wife.  "  \or,"  adds  Mr.  Ilearne, 
"  did  they  pay  the  smallest  regard  to  the  shrieks 
'*  and  agony  of  the  poor  wretch,  who  was  twining 
"  round  their  spears  like  an  eel  !"*  A  few  leagues 
onwards,  still  following  the  northi'rn  course  of  tiie 
stream,  Mr.  llcarne  found  the  rise  and  lall  of 
tides,  and  ga/ed  with  eager  eves  upon  tiie  open 
sea. 

At  a  later  ])eriod,  full  eighteen  years  afterwards, 
the  same  track  of  discovery  still  further  to  the 
westward  was  exjilored  by  another  hanlv  wanderer, 
Alexander  Mackenzie.  Like  Ilearne,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  a  trading  company;  like 
Cook,  he  hail  not  the  advantages  of  early  education. 
Hut  his  energy  and  perseverance  were   di.splayeil 


•  .Tourney  to  the  Xoitlicni  C)ctfiii  Iiv  Suiiiiicl  Ikarnc,  p.  Irt, 
c<l.  179.'). 


vnoM  Tin:  PEACi:  of  uthkciit.  455 

even  before  his  toilsome  journey  IkkI   eominciiccd.   c  II  A  I*. 
Ill   his  own  words:  —  "  I    lell  myself  dclieient  in   .    ^''^-  , 


"  the  scienees  of  astronomy  and  navigation  ;   1   did    vovA<iK8 


(»I-   DIS- 


"  not  hesitate,  tlierefore,  to  undertake  a  winter's 
"  voyage  to  England  to  ae(iuire  them.  Tliat 
•'  object  being  accomplished,  I  returned." 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  i)erilous  enterprise,  Mr. 
Mackenzie  derived  some  aid  not  merely  from  the 
native  tribes  of  Indians,  but  from  the  Europeans 
who  had  freely  joined  them.  *'  It  is  not  necessary 
"  for  me,"  thus  he  writes,  •*  to  examine  the  cause, 
"  but  experience  ])ro\es  that  it  re{|uires  much  less 
"  time  for  a  civilised  people  to  deviate  into  the 
"  manners  and  customs  of  savage  life,  than  for 
*'  savages  to  rise  into  a  state  of  civilisation."  Such 
was  the  case  with  not  a  few  of  the  French  or 
English  men  who  accompanied  the  natives  on  their 
hunting  and  trading  parties  ;  for  so  attached  did 
they  become  to  the  Indian  mode  of  life,  as  to  lose 
all  relish  for  their  former  habits,  and  their  native 
homes.  Hence  they  derived  the  name  of  coureurs 
DES  BOis,  and  became  a  ready  link  of  intercourse, 
of  great  use  to  the  meicliant  employed  in  the  fur 
trade,  as  well  as  to  the  traveller.  And  strange  as 
it  may  seem  to  us  to  find  men  thus  eager  to  dis- 
card civilisation  and  embrace  a  savage  life,  yet  the 
same  strong  impulse  has  been  constantly  observed 
among  the  South  Sea  Islands,  where  it  needs  the 
utmost  vigilance  of  the  commanders  to  i)revent 
desertion  of  the  crews. 

A  march   of  no  slight  risk   or  labour   brought 
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(.'  II  A  !'•    Ml".  Markcn/ic  ami  liis  i:iiiiK\s  lowaiils  the  ccnlrc 
''^-      (.r  tlio  NDrllurn  Coiiliiicnt   to  ( "lKi)c\v_van   on  the 
VUV.V..I.S    soiitli  side  ()tlliL«  "  Lake  of  ihe  Hills."     There,  in 
''^'  '*'■"■     a  canoe  constructed  of  birch  bark,  he  conuuenceil 
his  vovajxc  of  discoverv.      Fust  lie  steered  nito  ami 
around  aiiotiier  vast  expanse  which   is  called  the 
"  Cireat  Slave  Lake,"  and  which  even  then,  in  the 
month  of  .June,  was  for  the  most  part  frozen  over. 
Here  he  sutfered  from  another  hardship,  which  at 
hrst  sight  might  be  deemed  scarcely  consistent  with 
the   iormer.      '*  M'e  were  pestered,"  says  he,  "  by 
"  musquitocs,    though    in    a   great    measure    sur- 
•'  rounded  by  ice."     From  this  lake  he  entered  a 
river  flowing  northward,  which  received  from  him, 
and  which  still  retains,  his  own  name  of  ALickenzie. 
"  The  current,"   he  remarks,  "  is  very  strong,  and 
"  the    banks   aie   eo\  eretl   with    laige   (|uaiitities  of 
"  buini'd  wood,  lying  on    llie  giound,   and  young 
"  poj)lar  trees  that   have  s})rung  uj)  since  the  tire 
••  that  destroyed   the   larger  wood.      It   is  a   very 
♦'  curious  and  extraordinary  circumstance  that  land 
"  cox'ered  with   .sj)ruc(.-  \)'\\\('  ami  while  birch,  when 
*'  laid   waste   bv  lire,  shoiilil    subsequently  ])roducc 
"  nothing  but   poplars  where  none  of  that  species 
"  of  tree  were  j)re\iously  to  be  found."* 

IMoceeding  on  his  voyage,  Mackenzie  allowed 
liiiusilf  (luring  the  day  to  bi'  i-airicd  lorwaid  by 
the  stream,  but  at  night  he  always  landed  and  set 
uj)   his  lents   until    the   d;iwn,   justly   dri'ading  ihe 

•   Mii<  kcn/.ic'.H  .luunuil,  .Iiiiu-  \U.  ami  2!).  ITbii. 
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jUMils  of  falls  and  rapids  as  well  as  iiiaiiv  otlicis  in  c  n  \  p. 
a  tract  of" country  as  yd  wholly  new  to  l'An()j)cans.  ^  '  '•^- 
The  Indians  of  his  party  provided  food  by  iishin^,  v()va<;ks 
shooting,  or  liuntin<i:  this,  however,  was  not  his  '•'"■'•'*'" 
sole  reliance,  as  he  had  some  store  in  his  canoe. 
Large,  indeed,  were  the  daily  suj)pHes  which  he 
required.  According  to  his  own  account,  his 
party,  consisting  of  ten  men  and  four  women,  liad^ 
within  a  period  of  six  days,  consumed  two  rein- 
deer, tour  swans,  forty-five  geese,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  fish  !  "  I  liave  always  observed," 
adds  Mackenzie,  "that  the  Xorth-men  ])ossessed 
*'  very  hearty  appetites,  but  they  were  very  much 
'*  exceeded  by  those  with  me,  since  wc  entered 
*'  this  river  ;  and  I  sliould  really  have  thougiit  it 
*•  absolute  gluttony  in  my  ])e()ple,  if  my  own  appc- 
*'  tite  liad  not  increased  in  a  similar  proportion." 
Among  the  fish  which  they  caught  most  fre- 
quently was  one  well  known  to  the  Canadians, 
but  still  retaining  among  them  the  name  wliicii  tlie 
first  discoverers  had  given  it :  roissox  inconnu. 

At  length,  in  July,  1789>  after  many  himdred 
miles  of  navigation,  the  courageous  perseverance 
of  Mackenzie  was  rewarded,  as  he  saw  by  de- 
grees the  ri\er  widen,  and  the  Arctic  Sea  ex- 
pand. So  thickly  was  the  ice  piled  along  the 
coasts  as  to  leave  him  tor  some  lime  still  un- 
certain whether  that  were  indeed  the  ocean  to 
which  his  course  had  tended  ;  and  his  doubts 
were  first  dispelled  by  the  sudden  aj)pearance  in 
the  current  of  huge  white  masses,  \vhich  he  dis- 
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(•  11  A  r.  ctniMc-il   to   \)c  ;i   tiooj)   ot"  w  lialcs.*      Toilsome  as 

'  '^-  had  bi'cM  his  j)ro<,n-(.\ss,  he  Ibiiiul  liis  return  a  matter 

vuYA<.Ks  of  still  far  more  labour  and  fati^nie,  sinee  his  canoe 

^"'"  '"^*  had   to  mount  aiiainst  a  stroui;  stream,  which  re- 

C\)VKICV.  ^  '        .  .  . 

(luired  constant  exertion  of  pacUlliiii^^  or  ot  tracknig 
with  a  line  on  shore.  In  one  jjart  of  the  river, 
where  the  breadth  trom  bank  to  bank  did  not  ex- 
ceeil  three  hundred  yards,  the  depth  of  water  was 
no  less  than  tifty  fithoms.t 

It  may  be  said  with  truth,  l)()th  of  the  voyage  of 
Mackenzie  and  the  journey  of  Ilearne,  that  as 
regarding  the  Arctic  Circle,  no  discoveries  in  that 
age  tended  more  to  the  ])rogress  of  iliscovery  in 
ours.  Proving  as  they  did  that  the  North  Ame- 
rican Continent  by  no  means,  as  some  persons  had 
supj)osed,  extended  to  the  Pole,  but  was  bounded 
bv  a  Polar  Sea,  they  revived  the  hopes  of  a  North- 
west i)assage,  and  animateil  the  exertions  of  a  Parry 
or  a  Franklin.  In  these  men  the  s])irit  of  Cook 
and  Ilearne  was  in  our  own  day  worthily  renewed. 
Put  to  these  men  that  spirit  was  not  contined.  In 
every  j)art  of  the  workl  that  spiiit  has  been  dis- 
played. Not  merely  in  the  'rr()i)ic  islands,  where 
safe    within    their    coral-reels,    the    islanders    may 

•  "Till'  jiart  of  tln'in  wliidi  :i|i|i(;ir(il  almvo  tlic  water  was 
"  alt();ri!tInT  wliil<'.  ...  At  lirst  we  sii[H)osc'<l  tlniii  lo  he  piccca 
♦'of  ice."    (Journal,  July  14.  ITS').) 

t  This  nnrrntivc  of  the  voyape  of  Mackenzie,  as  nhn  of 
another  un<leitakeii  hy  him  three  years  afterwards  to  the  west- 
ern coast  of  North  Aineriea,  was  puhlished  hy  himself  in  ISOI. 
A  good  summary  of  hoth  appear-s  in  the  Annual  lvegi>ler  for 
that  year.     (p.  .Slj — ."joH.) 
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listen  to   \\\c   outer  Ocean's   roaiiiii;   surircs  —  not    c  ii  A  1'. 

nierc'Iy  in  tln'  realm  of  etcMiial  winter,  where  c\en    , "      '   , 

the  restless  suri^'es  arc  hound  fast  by  frost  —  hut  \«.v.\<. »•..>* 
through  the  burning  sands  ol"  Africa,  tiic  marshy  ^.|^^. 
jungles  of  Siani,  or  the  tangleil  brush-woods  of 
New  South  Wales — wiierever  tlie  keel  can  glide, 
the  sledge  draw,  or  the  camel  carry,  or  the  un- 
assisted innnan  footstep  tread  —  in  every  clime, 
and  on  eveiy  soil,  —  wiiere\er  in  the  quest  of 
knowledge  or  of  conquest  there  is  glory  to  be 
^von,  —  there  the  iiuloniitable  sj)irit  of  Anglo-Saxon 
enterprise  has  overcome  most  obstacles,  and  is 
striving  against  all. 
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C'lIAPTKK    LX. 

LITKUATUUE     AND     ART. 

CITAP.  It  seems  no  unfair  i^retcnsion  that  soine  place  in 
LX  • 

■  History,    liowcver   liunihle,  shoulil   be  allotted  to 

MTKijA-    Historians.      TIiosc  who   have   successfully   chro- 

TLUK  AM)        •     1       1  11  ,  ,  ,  1         1     rt 

AUT.  iHcleil  great  tleeils,  ought  not  themselves  to  be  leit 
unchronicled.  On  this  supposition  the  Literature 
of  the  ))eii()(l  now  before  us  niav  deserve  especial 
notice,  since,  so  far  as  historical  writers  are  con- 
cerned, it  was  in  truth  our  (loKUn  I'^ra.  besides 
several  of  less  distinction,  as  Dr.  A\'atson  and  Lord 
Lyttleton,  it  com))rise(l  the  three  eminent  names 
of  Hume,  U()l)i'rt>on,  and  (iihhon, 

( )f  these  three  it  is  remarkable  (hat  two  were 
natives  of  Mid-Lothian.  l)a\id  Hume  was  born 
at  lulinburgh  in  I7IL  He  first  attracted  public 
favour —  such  was  theti  the  temj)er  of  the  times  — 
bv  a  \  olnmc  of  Mt])tieal  I'.ssays.  'I'iu'se,  if  llicN  did 
not  induce,  at  lea^t  did  not  ])ii\iMit,  the  choice 
which  the  faculty  of  Advocate's  made  of  him  for 
their  Librarian.  In  that  ollice  he  rccei\i'd  little 
or  no  emolument,  but  had  al    his  command  a  huge 


luoM   Tin;  im;.\(i;  ok   i  rur.(  iii'.  llil 

niul  excellent  collection  ol"  books,  which  sngi^esled   c  ir  A  I». 

to  him  the  (lesii;n   of  writini^^  the  History  of  l''.ng-  , ^'^-    . 

land,  lie  coinnieiicetl  with  the  accession  of  the  mmka- 
House  of  Stuart;  ami  in  17.0t  ])ul)lished  his  lir.st  ^"^','j|^^" 
volume,  continuini;'  thi'  nairati\e  to  the  death  of 
Charles  the  First.  His  volume  was  in  quarto; 
wliich,  till  within  these  forty  years,  was  the  more 
common  form  of  ])ul)Iication,  both  for  Histories 
and  Poems.  At  ])resent  a  smaller  size  is  so  uni- 
versallv  prefen-ed,  that,  as  a  popuhu'  writer  of  our 
own  day  remarks,  the  remains  of  a  (piarto,  if  dis- 
covered in  a  future  aL;e,  may  create  no  less 
astonishment  than  the  remains  of  a  Mammoth! 

In  his  ex])ectations  of  success,  Hume  at  first  was 
greatly  disappointed.  His  tendency  to  palliate  the 
errors  of  the  Stuarts,  or  to  lament  their  fate,  raised 
a  general  cry  of  reproach  against  him.  That  might 
be  borne,  but  it  was  far  more  mortifying  to  observe 
that  after  the  first  ebullitions  of  anger,  the  volume 
seemed  to  sink  into  oblivion.  The  publisher,  Mr. 
Miller,  told  him  that  in  a  twelvemonth  he  hail  sold 
only  forty-five  copies  of  it.  "  I  scarcely  indeed," 
says  Hume,  "  heard  of  one  man  in  the  three  king- 
*'  doms  considerable  for  rank  or  letters  that  could 
'*  endure  the  book.  1  must  only  e\ce])t  the  Pri- 
"  mate  of  England,  Dr.  Herring,  ami  the  Primate  of 
"  Ireland,  Dr.  Stone,  which  seem  two  oild  excep- 
*'  tions.  These  dignilied  prelates  scj)arately  sent 
"  me  a  messaire  not  to  be  discouraged."* 

*  "  My  own  Life,"  p.  xi. 
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CHAT.        Two  more  years  tn:i])KHl    IIuiiU'   to  conic  forth 
'''       with  a  second  xolunu',  and  brini:;  down  his  narrative 

y 

i.m.iiA-  to  the  lve\()hition.  This  vohinie  was  better  re- 
AKT  *  ceivi'il,  aiul  as  he  ileelaii's,  not  only  rose  itscU",  but 
served  to  bnov  Uj)  its  unfortunate  brotlier.  It 
served  also  to  give  fresh  spirit  and  a  wider  scope 
to  his  hd)()urs.  In  17-^9  he  pubhshed  liis  History 
of  the  House  of  Tudor.  Next  he  appfied  himself 
to  finish  in  two  volumes  the  remaining  first  ])art  of 
Englisli  History,  which  he  gave  to  tlie  public  in 
I7GI.  Thus  in  Hume's  narrative  the  earlier  ])or- 
tions  were  the  last  composed.  To  go  backwards 
is  scarce  less  difficult  in  writing  than  in  walking; 
and  it  is  no  small  proof  of  his  merit  and  ability  as 
an  historian,  to  have  overcome  that  difficulty  of  his 
composition,  and  left  it  hardly  j)erceptible  to  a 
common  reader. 

The  volumes  of  17<'l  were  the  last  from  Hume. 
In  17()'J  he  was  a})pointed  Secretary  to  the  Karl  of 
Hertford,  as  ambassador  at  Paris,  and  in  17(>7  be- 
came Under-Secretary  of  State  to  General  Conway. 
But  in  17^>9  he  finally  retired  to  his  native  city, 
where,  during  his  seven  remaining  years  of  life,  he 
enjoyed  in  uninterrupted  ease  the  fame  and  aflhi- 
cnce  which  his  works  had  brought  him. 

William  Robertson  was  born  at  Hoitliwiek  near 
l'>dinbiu-gh,  in  17'-'1,  and  bec-ame  a  l)i\ineoftlie 
Scottish  Church.  In  I'Vbruary  I";.;!)  he  i)ublished 
his  History  of  Scotland,  C()m|)rising  mainly  the 
events  of  Queen  Mary's  reign.  The  best  judges 
l)ronij)tlv    acknowledged   the  great    merits    of  that 
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i)crronnancc'.        Thus    writes    Lord    C'lR'stcrfulcl  :   ("  ll  A  P. 
**  'I'licrc  is  ail  History  lately  come  out,  written  by  '  '    . 

*'  one  Robertson,  a  Scotchman,  wliicii  for  clearness,    mtika- 
**  purity  and  dignity  of  style,  I  will  not  scriii)le  to  ^'  '^^^.^^^ 
*•  compare  with  tiie  best  historians  extant,  not  ex- 
**  ce})ting  Davila,  Guicciardini,  and  perhaps  Livy. 
*'  A  second  edition  is  already  published  ami  bouL;ht 
*'  up."* 

The  literary  fame  of  Robertson  obtained  for 
liim  several  marks  of  the  Royal  favour;  and  in 
170*2  he  was  chosen  Principal  of  the  University  of 
Edinbiiri^h.  Thenceforth  his  life,  almost  destitute 
of  incident,  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way. 
His  History  of  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth,  in  the  form  of  three  quarto  xolnmes, 
appeared  in  17^9.  Two  volumes  on  the  History 
of  America  followed  in  1777-  Lhe  latter  work 
had  been  designed  as  a  mere  appendage  of  the 
former;  to  contain  only  the  discoveries  or  the 
conquests  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Fifth.  By  degrees  the  plan  of  Robertson  was 
extended  to  the  whole  of  the  New  World.  Rut 
lie  was  led  to  contract  it  again  in  some  degree  by 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  between  Great  Rritain 
and  her  colonies,  a  period  which  justly  seemed  to 
him  ill-adapted  for  the  calm  investigation  of  their 
rise  and  })rogress. 

A  South-Sea  Director  was  the  grandfather,  and 
a  country  gentleman  the  father,  of  Eilward  Gibbon. 

•  Letter  to  liia  son,  April  in.  17.19. 
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CHAP.    He   was   1)0111   at    I'litncy   in   tlic  yi-ar   173?.     An 

, _^_ ,   early    iinj)iil>o    K-d   liiin  to   tlu*   (liurcli    of  Uonu>, 

i.m.KA-     which   on   more  mature  lellcflioii    lie   abandoned. 
^^AUT^"  I^iIm^  II  lime,  he  has  left  behind  him  some  interest- 
ing Memoirs  ot"  his  own  career,  and   in   these   we 
may   trace,  iiow  (aKo  in  conloi  niity  with    Hume's 
example)    lie  settled  at   last    in    utter   disbelief  of 
every  form  of  Christianity.      Me  lind  him    quote 
w  ith  aj)|)robation  the  sardonic   remark  of  Bayle  : 
*'  I  am   most   truly  a  Protestant,   for  I  j)rotest  in- 
"  dill'erently    against    all   systems   and   all   sects."* 
From  Magdalen  College,  which  was  closed  against 
the  Romanist  convert,  he  was  sent  by  his  father  to 
Lausanne,  where  he  passed  some  studious  and  not 
unhapj)y  years,     lie  returned  to  England  in  the 
spring  of  17.^8,  and  six  years  afterwards  travelled 
tin'ough  Italy,  but  amidst  all  change  of  scene  re- 
taiiu'd  his  taste  for  reading.      After  several  lesser 
attempts  in  literature,  ami  more  than  one  abortive 
scheme,  he  ai)|)lied  himself  in  earnest  to  his  great 
work,  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  I'jnpire. 
IJiit  his  studies  at  his  house  in  Hentinck  Street  (and 
here  again  he  stands  in  parallel   with  Hume)  were 
broken  through  bv  a  call  to  j)iil)lic  lite.      "  Yester- 
"  day    morning,"   thus   in    1/7  1    lie   writes  to    Mr. 
Ilolrovd,    "about    half  an    hour  alter  sevi-n,   as    I 
"  was  destroving  an   armv  of  IJarbarians,   I   heanl 
•'  a  double  rap  at  the  door,  and  n\\  tiieiid  Mr.  I'lliot 
"  was  soon  introduced.     Alter  sonu-  idle  conversa- 

•  Memoir?,  p.  To.  cl.  Isl  l. 
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"  lion  \\c  told  mc,  llial  it"  I  \v;is  dcsiioiis  o("  IjcJiil;-  c  n  \\\ 
"  ill  Parlianu'iit,  lie  had  an  indcni-ndcnt.  Scat  \oiv  '  "^ 
"  iiiiicli  at  my  service."*  '1  he  Seat  to  wliicli  i.hkua- 
CJibbon  here  refers  with  the  ironical  epithet  of  tlhkand 
*'  independent,"  was  for  T.iskeard,  u  borough  at 
that  time  wholly  under  the  iiiHuence  of  tiie  Mouse 
of  Eliot.  The  historian  ha\iiiLi;  e\j)ressed  his  ac- 
quiescence, and  concluiled  his  arrangement,  was 
accordingly  elected  that  same  year.  He  became 
a  steady  su})porter  of  Lord  North  through  all  the 
American  contest,  and  in  17  7l>.  by  the  frieiulship 
of  A\'edilerbiirn,  then  Attorney-Cieiieral,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Lords  of  Trade.  IJiit  in  spite 
of  his  own  Iiopes  and  wishes,  he  ne\er  spoke,  nor 
even  attempted  to  speak,  in  Parliament.  *'  I  am 
'*  still  u  mute,"  says  lie:  "it  is  more  tremendous 
"  than  I  imagined.  The  great  speakers  till  me 
*'  with  despair,  and  tlie  bad  ones  with  terror."! 
After  three  years  of  salary  and  silence,  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  course  drew  down 
(libbon  in  its  fall.  The  negotiations  for  ])eace 
opened  to  him  a  new  ])rospcct,  and  he  expressed 
to  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow  his  desire  to  be  em- 
})loyed  in  one  of  their  subordinate  ]K)sts.  The 
oHice  to  which  he  more  especially  aspired  was  the 
same  that  Hume  had  tilleil  ;  the  Secretarysliip  to 
the  Embassy  at  Paris.  Init  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Eox  in  the  Coalitit)!!  Ministry  prevailed   in   ta\oiir 

*  Letter,  September  10.  1774. 
f  Letter  to  Ilolrovd,  Feljruary  25.  1775. 
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.\.(')Cy  iiisrouY   or  knclam) 

C  II   \\\   of  another  raiiilidalr.       l",\iii    |tir\ioiis   to   tlic   dc- 

, '_ ^  ci>ioii,  ( Jil)l)oii  was  intent  u])()n  a  diirerent  seliiMne, 

Liiiicv-  and  was  casting  a  wistliil  look  towards  the  sliorcs 
^"^Arr^"  <>*  the  Lenian  Lake,  liis  early  and  beloved  abode, 
llis  oflieial  disapixiintnunt  fixetl  his  wavering 
thoughts,  and  he  icTm(|nisheil  Lonilon  and  I'ar- 
liaiiieiitarv  attendance  lor  Lansanne  ami  the  pro- 
secution of  his  History.  Of  that  great  work  three 
volumes  were  already  ])ublished  :  the  first  in  l??''^. 
the  second  and  third  together  in  IT^^l.  1  lie  })nb- 
lic  had  done  him  readyjusticc.  'I'hey  ailmireil  the 
extent  and  accuracy  of  his  reading,  the  stately 
march  of  his  sentences,  the  lucid  order  ot"  his  nar- 
rative. Witii  ecjual  reason  they  resented  his  insi- 
dious attacks,  and,  worse  still,  his  bitter  sneers,  on 
the  faith  which  they  professed. 

As  Gibbon's  first  three  \()liinies  were  written  in 
London,  so  were  his  three  last  at  Lausanne.  lie 
has  in  his  own  Memoirs  laithfully  recorded  the 
limes,  both  ot"  thi'  earliest  germ  ami  of  the  final 
completion,  of  his  inmioital  work,  it  was,  he  says, 
at  Koine,  on  the  l-'>i\\  of  ()ctt)bi'i-,  17*'f.  ii-^  he  sat 
musing  amidst  the  ruins  of  the  C'a|)itol,  Aud  while 
the  barefooted  friars  were  singing  \'esj)ers  in  the 
'remj)le  of"  Ju))iter,  that  the  idea  of  writing  the' 
decline  and  fall  of  the  cit\  lirsl  starteil  to  his  mind. 
It  was  on  the  night  of  tht'  'j;  t  h  ol' June,  17^7,  that 
he  wiole  the  last  lines  of  the  last  |)age  in  the  sum- 
nuT  house  of  his  garden  at    Lausanni'. 

With  all   its  fiudls,   and   chief"  among  them   its 
malevolence  (for  it  deserves  no   mililer   name)  to 
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CIirislianitN ,  tlu'  DfcliiU'  and  l\ill  is  jjiohahly  the  (  ii  \  r. 
greatest  liistorical  pcrlormanc-e  in  llic  lainli^li  laii-  ^  ^-^ 
giiage.  It  has  l)c'cn  Iraiislalcil  into  cvt-ry  otiicr  i.itkka- 
])riiicipal  Iun()i)c'an  ton^jiic  :  aiul  v\cn  such  men  "J^l'"'^'"^'" 
as  M.  Guizot  have  not  tlisdained  to  be  among  its 
commentators.  In  no  age  or  country  perhaps  has 
any  historian  (hawii  iVoni  so  great  a  numl)cr  and 
\aricty  of  sources,  or  C()nil)ined  in  a  more  eminent 
degree  erudition  witli  genius.  Next  in  order  of 
merit  among  ours  may  be  placed  Hume's  History 
of  England.  So  dehghtful  is  tlie  style,  so  graceful 
and  easy  the  narrative,  so  large  the  amount  of  in- 
formation condensed  in  a  brief  sj)ace,  that  it  ever 
has  maintained — and  we  may  venture  to  })redict  ever 
will  maintain — its  ground.  In  vain  have  later  critics 
and  gainsayers  })ointed  out,  not  unsuccessfully,  the 
manifold  errors  it  contains  ;  errois  in  pait  arising 
;rom  haste  or  inaccurate  knowledge,  but  in  part, 
not  without  suspicion  of  wilful  purpose  and  design. 
As  an  instance  of  the  former  may  be  mentioned 
that  Hume  personifies  the  Papal  authority  in  the 
twelfth  century  bv  tiie  Triple  Ciown,  anil  sj)eaks 
of  the  Pontiff  at  that  jjcriod  as  launching  his  thun- 
ders from  the  A'atican  ;  the  tact  being,  that  at  the 
time  in  question  the  Pai)al  Crown  was  not  yet 
Tri])le,  nor  the  A'atican  the  Papal  abode.*  The 
latter  is  of  course  a  far  graver  charge.     One  strong 

•  See  the  Quarterly  Review,  No.  cxlvi.  pp.  560  and  379.  The 
able  article  from  which  I  am  quoting  bears  the  title,  "  Ilume 
"  and  his  Influence  upon  History,"  and  is  conniionly  ascribed  to 
Sir  Francis  Palgrave. 
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('  II  A  r.  cxaiuplo  of  it    may  be  roiiml   in  the  i-mimciatioii  of 

the  works  nroiliuH'd   l)v   Kiiiir   Allicil,  or  uiiili-r  Iiis 

' • '      ...  .•         . 

i.iTKKA-    ilircction  ;     troin    wlucli    li.st    llmuc    lias    omiltctl 

TiKKANK  ^%vt.iv  oi,^.  ot"  the  niiiiieroiis  translation^,  and  other 

AUT. 

works  which  hear  in   any   tleijjree  upon   Jvcvealecl 
Ut.'h!j,ion. 

Such  errors,  but  especially  those  ot"  the  former 
class,  have  caused  some  over-zealous  anli(juaries  to 
deny  altogether  the  great  merit  of  Hume  and  his 
compeers.  A\'hen,  in  18^6,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons appointed  a  Committee  of  incpiirv  into  the 
Record  Commission,  one  Member,  Mi'.  l\isey, 
asked  one  witness,  Sir  Harris  Nicolas:  "  Arc  you 
"  of  ()})inion  that  we  have  at  })resent  no  accurate 
"and  complete  history  of"  this  country?"  'i'o 
which  Sir  Harris  answered  :  "  I  am  of  opinion  that 
*'  we  have  no  History  of  England  deserving  olthe 
**  name."*  \v\  with  all  resj)ect  to  the  memory 
of  that  learned  anti  laborious  exjilorer  of  anticpiity, 
we  may  allirm,  that  did  his  principles  })revail,  were 
our  early  annals  written  mainly  bv  the  aid  of  Rolls 
and  Deeils,  or  ralluT  of  that  portion  of  them,  which 
with  great  difliculty  not  long  since  was  rescued 
fiom   the  ratsf;    the   rt^ult    wouKl   scarce,    to  any 

•  Minutes  of  Kvidonco,  f^.  .'}9()(). 

I  In  tin-  .'^atiio  Minutf'.s  ol"  I^\  idcnrc  (Q.  tono.)  .see  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Ilcnry  Coif  a.s  to  tlic  comlition  at  that  time  of  one 
of  the  Hccord  dopo.sitorio.s  :  — "  Six  or  seven  perfect  skeletons 
"  of  rats  were  found  embedded  (in  the  Uoll.s) ;  bones  of  these 
"  vermin  were  generally  di.stribiited  throughout  the  mass,  and 
"  a  do;^  wan  cinployed  in  hunting;  the  live  ones!" 

Et  diviim  Opici  rodebant  carmina  mures! 
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eyes,  seem  satisfactory.  Me  mav  fear  tlia(  tili^  niil)-  ('  II  A  r. 
lication  would  ill  reward  the  zea!  and  dili^'ence  ^^  '  . 
which  proni})tcd  if  ;  and,  like  ;ill  the  foniier  j)iil)-  mtkka 
lications  of  tlie  Record  Coniniissioiiers,  remain  un- 
read, a  burden  seldom  lessening  on  tlic  slielves  of 
the  weary  ])ul)lisher.  The  pages  ill  employed  on 
such  materials  wouUl  bear  no  more  resemblance  to 
the  pages  of  a  Li\v  or  Si.Mnondi,  than  does  a  quarry 
to  a  ])alace,  or  a  skeleton  to  a  man.  \\"\i\\  such  a 
*'  ])ul)lication,"  the  public  in  reality  would  have  no 
concern.  Tiie  public  would  still  prefer,  and  be 
right  in  preferring,  the  form  aiul  spirit  of  History 
to  its  dry  bones. 

It  is  true  indeed  that  there  are  otiier  deficien- 
cies in  Hume  besides  that  of  jiarchment  deeds. 
Books  of  high  historical  importance  did  not  come 
forth  until  after  his  narrative  was  written.  They 
came  forth,  it  may  be  said,  partly  on  account  of 
liis  narrative, — on  account  of  tiiat  increasing  zeal 
for  historical  inquiry  which  followed  in  its  train. 
Thus  Domesday  Book,  the  great  landmark  of  the 
Ancflo-Saxon  and  An"lo-Norman  times,  is  now  fami- 
liar  to  every  student  of  that  period.  In  the  days  of 
Hume  it  was,  it' not  unknown,  yet  for  every  prac- 
tical purpose  inaccessible.  It  was  kept  in  the  Chap- 
ter House  at  \\'estminster,  under  the  guard  of  lock 
and  key,  and  the  edifice  itself  was  seldom  to  be 
entered.  ShouKl  any  obstinate  incpiirer  ut-WMthe- 
less  persist  in  his  desire  to  consult  the  treasure,  he 
was  liable  to  a  jjcnalty  (for  so  it  may  be  termed) 
of  135.  id.  for  each  inspection.     To  give  another 
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('  II  A  r.   in>t:uu-o  iVoni   ;i  ])c'ri()(l  six  t'cnlmics  l;i(rr,  tlicro  is 

'  '    .  ciMtaiiily    no  nu'iuorial    lliat   llirows  more  iJLiIit   on 

i.iTKUA-    the  Court  ami  i;(>n  irnnunt  of  Charles  the  Second 

TiKKA.)  ^j^.^j^  IVpv.s's  Diarv.  Hut  when  Hume  wrote, 
that  Diary  was  still  a  sealed  book  ;  secured,  it 
nii^ht  seem,  even  more  strongly  than  by  bolts 
and  bars,  through  its  own  especial  and  as  yet  un- 
discovered cypher. 

Deficiencies  of  this  kind,  though  of  course  no 
blame  to  the  historian,  are  no  doubt  a  blemish  to 
the  history.  In  that  respect,  the  writers  since 
the  days  of  Hume  enjoy  a  great  advantage  over 
him.  M'hy  then,  in  sj)ite  of  that  great  advantage 
on  their  side,  does  Hume  still  maintain  the  fore- 
most place?  In  j)art,  but  in  part  only,  from  the 
excellences  of  his  style.  Those  excellences  are 
the  more  remarkable  since  that  style  was  formed 
upon  a  j)rinciple  or  maxim  oj)en  to  mueli  question. 
For  in  one  ])assage  of  his  history,  Hume  has  inci- 
dentally observed :  "  That  mixture  of  French 
"  which  is  at  j)resent  to  be  found  in  the  English 
"  tongue,  composes  the  greatest  and  best  ])art  ot 
"  our  language."*  Few,  if  any  critics,  I  apprehend, 
would  now  deny  that  the  preference  is  due  far 
rather  to  the  Saxon  roots.  "He,''  says  a  great 
writer  of  oui"  own  (la\',  sec'ond  to  none  in  the 
masti'rv  of  I'Jiglish  com|)osition  ;  "  he,  who  uses  a 
'■  Latin  ()!•  a  Ficiich  j)hrasi'  wlure  a  j)ure  old 
"  Fngli^h    word   docs   as   well,   ought    to  be  hung, 

•    Chapter  iv.  AViiliain  tlir  Coiiquoror. 
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"  drawn  and  (jiiarlcrcd  lor  lii^li  treason  against  liis  ('  II  A  I*. 

**  mother  tongue."*    Tiic  j)i'nRM])K' of  Hume  niiglit   , '_^_ , 

seem  to  lead  almost  unavoidably  to  a  elioiee  ol'  i m  ka- 
words,  elegant  ))erliaj)s,  and  expressive,  hut  in  a  ^,., ' 
liigh  degree  artilieial  and  elaborate  —  a  choice  of 
words  like  that  of  Dr.  Johnson,  or  at  best  like  that 
of  Gibbon.  Vet,  strange  to  say,  in  the  case  of 
Hume  himself,  it  led,  to  what  Gibbon  most  justly 
terms,  the  "careless  inimitable  beauties"  of  his 
style. 

But  the  superiority  of  Hume  does  not  rest  on 
style  alone.  'J'he  late  Mi.  John  Allen,  an  acute 
and  learned  ciitic,  wholly  opposed  in  ])olitics  to 
that  historian,  nevertheless  observes  of  him  :  *'  In 
"  vain  shall  we  look  elsewhere  for  those  iiieneral 
"and  comprehensive  views, — that  sagacity  and 
"judgment,  —  those  masterly  lessons  of  political 
"  wisdom,  —  that  profound  knowledge  of  human 
"  nature,  —  that  calm  philoso])hy  and  dispassionate 
"  balancing  of  human  opinions,  —  which  delight 
"  and  instruct  us  in  the  pages  of  Humc."t  Such 
j)raise,  though  not  without  some  consideiable 
drawbacks  and  exceptions,  is  confirmed  by  the 
voice  of  an  enlightened  ])eoj)le  during  a  long  ])erioil 
of  years.     The  })erusal  of  his  narrative,  upt)n  the 

•  Letter  of  !Mr.  Soutlicy  to  Mr.  "William  Taylor  of  Xorwicli, 
February  14.  1803. 

f  Etlinbiirgh  Review,  No.  Ixxxiii.  p.  3.  See  nearly  to  the 
same  effect  a  passage  in  the  Fifth  Lecture  of  Professor  Smyth., 
vol.  i.  p.  126. 
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CIl  A  V.  \vlioK>,  is  r.)iiii(l  to  af]oril  so   miic-ii  both  of  jiK-aMirc 

, |^^^|;_ ^  aiul    instruction,    that,    in    all    ])i()l)al)ility,    it    will 

i.iir.KA-  never  cease  to  he  the  common  <j;iiiile  ami  hand- 
Ti-KKAM)  i^j^^^j^  of  our  history  until  the  devolution  ;  the  stu- 
(lent,  however,  not  necjlectin^  those  invaluable 
lights  which  later  writers,  and  none  more  than 
Mr.  Ilallani,  have  collaterally  hrouiiht  to  bear 
u])on  the  subject. 

Tlie  attacks  u))on  Revealed  Religion  in  the 
Essays  of  Hume,  antl  in  the  History  of  Gibbon, 
were,  it  is  well  known,  only  j^ails  of  one  great 
j)lan,  —  only  blanches  of  that  evil  tree  whicii  at 
this  j)crioil  overshadowed  the  whole  Northern  Con- 
tinent of  Euroj)c.  A  sect  —  if  so  it  can  be  called 
where  every  thing  was  doubted  and  nothing  taught 
—  arrogating  to  itself  the  title  of  Philosophy,  and, 
with  \'oltaire  for  its  patriarcli,  or  high-priest,  at 
IVrney,  numbered  j)roscIytes  at  every  Court  from 
l*etersbur^  to  Paris.  With  verv  lew  and  not 
\  ery  distinguished  exceptions,  the  whole  Literature 
of  those  countries  was  in  its  luuuls  or  under  its 
control.  At  Rerliii,  the  King  himself  was  among 
its  most  zealous  votaries,  and  emj)loyed  some  of 
those  hours  of  leisure  which  were  left  him  bv  tiie 
cares  of  war  or  sovereignty,  in  aping  the  style  of 
the  annotators  upon  Holy  \\  rit,  and  eomj)osing, 
after  the  maniu'r  of  Dom  (almel,  some  mock  com- 
ments uj)on  the  nuisery-tale  of  Dhie  Hi'ard  I  In 
the  Southern  states  of  ]'luro])e,  the  j)rogress  of  ilinl 
sect  was  arrested,  not  by  argument  and  reason,  but 
rather  ihrou^ih   the  authority  of  the  governments 
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and   the   ignoiaiicc    oi' tlu^   L'oxnnccL     There   tlie    cirAl'. 
most  sacred   truths  came  to  be  classed  with  des-  ^    ''■^• 


potism  and  misrule,  because  tliey  were  maintained  i.ukka- 
by  the  same  means.  There  the  u:rossest  imi){)stures  '^^''"■' '^•'^' 
continued  to  be  practised  on  the  })C0j)Ie.  ()!"  these 
one  remarkable  instance,  touchiuLi,-  the  Kini;-  ot' 
Prussia,  may  be  given.  The  priests  in  Italy  re- 
garded with  nnich  displeasure  the  career  of  Fred- 
erick ;  his  example  nnght  be  dangerous  if  it  could 
be  thought  that  so  manv  victories  and  concpiests 
had  been  gained  by  an  unbeliever,  or  e\en  by  ;i 
heretic.  Accordingly  they  devised  a  tale  cxj)lain- 
ing  his  successes  entirely  to  their  own  satisfaction. 
Goethe  in  his  youthful  wanderings  relates  how  on 
one  occasion  he  travelled  from  Bologna  through  the 
Apennines  in  company  ^\itll  a  Captain  of  the 
raj)al  army.  *'  Tell  me,"  asked  this  officer,  *•  may 
*'  we  trust  what  we  hear  from  our  priests  res])ect- 
*'  ing  your  Frederick  the  Great  ?  Is  it  true  that 
*'  he  holds  the  Catholic  faith,  but  has  obtained 
'•from  the  Pope  a  dispensation  to  conceal  it? 
•*  We  know  that  he  never  visits  any  of  your  Pro- 
**  testant  Churches,  but  we  are  further  told  that 
*'  he  has  a  subterranean  chapel  beneath  his  palace, 
"  where  he  offers  up  his  devotions  day  bv  dav, 
"  with  a  heart  full  of  anguish,  grieving  that  he 
•'  cannot  venture  to  avow  in  ])nblie  our  holv  re- 
'*  ligion  ;  for  doubtless  if  he  did,  his  Prussians, 
**  who  are  all  furious  heretics,  wouKl  strike  him 
•*  dead  upon  the  spot.  Tell  me,  is  all  this  really 
"true?"     Goethe    answered    onlv    as    became    a 
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('1IA1\   prudent    lra\tHor    in    tln'    Pope's  iloniinions,   lliat 

^'^-       since  these  were  ileip  nivsteries  of  state,  no  one 

i.iTKiLv-    was  ])reeiselv  inroiineil  res|)eetinij^  tneni.^ 

TiRKAM)        I^ookinir    then    to    the    intelleetual    condition   ol' 
A  iv  r,  -^ 

llurope  at  this  time,  we  liml  a  niehuieholy  scene  — 
scepticism  on  the  one  side,  and  superstition  n\\  the 
other.  In  England  the  taint  of  the  new  i)hiloso- 
])hers  was  far  less  than  in  France  or  Germany,  yet 
still  their  influence  may  be  traced  to  no  small 
extent,  both  on  its  literature  iu\d  on  its  society. 
So  early  as  17.0.'3,  the  veteian  patiiot  Sir  John 
IJarnard  could  exclaim  in  the  House  of  Conunons  : 
"  At  present  it  really  seems  to  be  the  fashion  for 
"  a  man  to  declare  himself  of  no  religion."!  ^Ve 
niav  observe  in  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  to  iiis 
Son,  that  even  where  the  reconunendations  are 
most  laudable,  they  are  seldom,  if  e\  er,  urged  on 
lofty  grounds.  So  great  was  the  vogue  of  precejits 
delivered  in  that  tone,  that  these  Letters  jiassed 
through  no  less  than  four  eilitions  in  one  year. 
In  the  case  of  Hume's  Essays,  or  of  (libbon's 
Historv,  we  may  \iew  with  some  surprise  not 
merely  the  boldness  of  their  attacks,  but  how  little 
that  boldness  ai)])ears  to  ha\e  alVected  their  fame 
or  fortunes.  Vavu  wIutc^  tiny  did  provoke  dis- 
aj>j)rol)ation,  it  was  sometimes  I'ar  more  timidly 
and  faiullv  than  miiiht  ha\e  bei'U  supj)oseil.  Take 
the  instance  of  Di".  Kol)i'rt>>oii.      lli-  was  a  K'acling 

•  S.-C.  Gocthc'.s  Travels   in    Ilaly  in    17^(J.     (W.ikc,   p.  ISO. 
Cfl.  IH.m) 

t  Tail    Hit.  vol.  xiv.  p.  13S9. 
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Divine    of   ihc    Scolfisli    Cliiircli.        IK-    was    tin-   (    II  A  I'. 
Priiici|)al    ol"  an    iin|)ortaiit    University.      He    was,         ''  '    . 
there  is  no   reason   to  doiil)t,   a  conseientioiis  and     muua- 
reli<2;ions  man.     He  liad  no  such  familiar  fiiendslii|)       ^^^.^.' 
with  Ciihhon  as  to  warp  iiis  judgment.     Yet  when 
(lil)bon's    first    vohnne    appeared,     we    find     Dr. 
Robertson  write  of"  it  in  sucli  terms  as  these  :    "  I 
•*  hope  the  book  will  he  as  successful  as  it  deserves 
*'  to  be.     I  iiave  not  yet  read  tiie  two  last  chapters 
"  (on   tlie  Progress  of  Christianity)  but  am  sorry, 
"  from   what   I    liave   heartl   of  them,    that   he   has 
*'  taken    such   a   tone   in    them  as  will   give  great 
"  oflTence  and  hurt  the  sale  of  the  book."* 

If  then  it  be  asked,  who  first  in  England  at  this 
period  breasted  the  waves  and  stemmed  the  tide  of 
infidelity — who,  enlisting  wit  and  eloquence  to- 
gether with  argument  and  learning  on  the  side  of 
Revealed  Religion,  first  turned  the  literary  current 
in  its  favour,  and  mainly  prepared  the  reaction 
which  succeeded  :  that  praise  seems  most  justly  to 
belong  to  Dr.  Samuel  .Johnson.  Religion  was  to 
liim  no  mere  lip-service  nor  cold  formality  :  he  was 
mindful  of  it  in  his  social  hours  as  much  as  in  his 
graver  lucubrations ;  and  he  brought  to  it,  not 
merely  erudition  such  as  few  indeed  jiossessed,  but 
the  weight  of  the  highest  character  and  the  respect 
which  even  his  enemies  couKl  not  denv  him.  It 
may  be  said  of  him,  that,  though  not  in  Onlers,  he 

*  Letter  to  !Mr.  Stralnn.  (lat».'<l  Edinburgli  CoUepo,  Maroh 
15.  1776,  and  published  in  Gibbon's  Correspondence. 
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CHAT.  tVul    (ho   Cliiiicli    of   Ijii:;laiul   Ix-ttiT   service    than 

^'^         most    ol'  th()>c>    who    at    that    h>th'.ss    era    ati-    Iicr 

MTKKA-     bread. 

Ti  UK  AM>        'riie  .sa\  in<js  of  Dr.  Johnson   in    his  social  lionrs 
Ai;r.  *  ,      . 

have  hecoiiie  faniihar  to  ns  from   his   Lite  by  IJos- 

well  —  certainly  l)y  conmion  consent,  one  of  the 
most  (lcliL!:litful  books  in  our  language.  In  tliat 
book  the  lolly  of  the  author  forms  a  constant  foil 
to  the  wit  and  wisdom  which  he  records,  and 
greatly  adds  to  their  ellect.  It  was  an  acute  re- 
mark of  Mr.  Ijurke  —  a  remark  which  the  public 
oj)inion  has  since  confirmed,  but  which  most  as- 
suredly the  author  of  llassclas  little  dreamed  of — 
that  Johnson  a})pears  far  greater  in  BosweU's  pages 
than  in  his  own.  The  reason  is  that  in  the  ac- 
counts of  his  private  converse  we  ha\e  his  admi- 
rable sense  and  shrewdness  expressed  in  clear,  plain 
terms,  whilst  in  his  prose  writings  we  find  him  too 
often  adoj)t  on  system  a  style  artificially  antl  elabo- 
rately bad  —  a  style  far  more  Latin  than  English  — 
a  style  that  easily  may  be,  and  that  often  has  been, 
mimickeil  —  a  style  that,  according  to  his  own  I'a- 
\ourite  choice  of  words,  would  be  called  tumid, 
grandil()(pient,  and  sesquipeilalian. 

Besides,  the  gratitude  duv  to  1  )r.  Johnson  as 
till'  steadfast  and  able  clKunjjioii  of  the  Christian 
("liiuili,  theii'  is  another  jxiint  of  \  iew  in  which 
Jiis  character  most  justly  claims  respect.  No  man 
at  any  ])eriod  has  more  worthily  uj)lield  thi'  dignity 
of  Literature.  \\  hen  lirst  he  began  to  write,  he 
hail  to  struggle  with  all  the  bitterness  of  poverty. 
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TiuMc   wcvc  iiiu'lits  wlu'ii   lie   Iiad   no  rcsliii'^-nlacc  C'lIA  1'. 

IV 

to  lay  his  licad.     TliciX'  wvvv  daws  when  he  had  no         '"  '    . 


money  to  buy  fboch  Several  of  his  early  notes  to  i  hkka- 
Mr.  Cave,  the  bookseller,  l)car  a})pended  to  his  \^,Vr. 
name  tlie  mournful  word  lmpkansus.  Once  when 
JMr.  llarte,  the  biograi)her  of  (iustavus  Adolj)hus, 
was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Cave,  he  observed  tiiat  a 
))lateful  of  the  dinner  was  sent  behind  a  screen  ;  this, 
it  seems,  was  for  Johnson,  who  had  been  ashamed 
to  join  the  company  in  his  threadbare  clothes. 
Yet  through  all  these  difficulties  the  "  retiied  anil 
"  uncourtly  scholar,"  —  for  thus  he  describes  iiim- 
self*,  — never  swerved  from  the  path  of  principle, 
nor  was  once  betrayed  into  any  mean  or  dis- 
honourable action.  Still  did  he  hold  fast  liis  Opj)o- 
sition  politics.  Still  did  he  assert  his  manlv  inde- 
pendence. His  worst  enemies  might  accuse  liim 
of  churlishness  ami  rudeness,  but  certainly  never 
of  ilattery  or  fawning.  His  letter  to  Lord  Chester- 
field, in  17>'^->,  proves  how  sternly,  uj^on  the  small- 
est provocation,  real  or  imagined,  he  wouKl  tin  list 
aside  the  hand  of  patronage.  M'hen  at  last,  by  no 
jiand  besides  Ins  own,  he  had  secured  both  bread 
and  fame — when  he  found  his  society  courted,  and 
his  ascendency  acknowledged — when  the  bountv  of 
the  Crown,  unsought  and  unexpeeteil,  had  laised 
him  into  allluence — he  showed  the  remembrance  of 
his  past  condition  by  the  most  generous  relief  of 
other  men's  distress.      *'  He  loved  the  poor,"  says 

*  Letter  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  February  7.  17 55. 
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ClI  Al'.   his   trkinl  Mrs.  'riirak',    "  ;is   I    ucwv  yet    saw  any 
'  '^^    .   "  one    I'lsi'   K)\i'    tluiii,   willi   ail  earnest    desire    to 

iiiiKA-  "  make  them  liai)|)v.  In  pursnanee  ol' tliese  prin- 
"  ei|)les,"  continnes  the  same  huly,  "lie  mnsi'il 
*•  whole  nests  of  j>(.'0|)le  in  his  house,  where  the 
*'  lame,  the  hliml,  the  siek,  ami  tiie  sorrowtiil, 
"  louncl  a  sure  retreat."  And  when  in  tliosi- 
days  Johnson  communed  with  the  great,  he  did 
not  indeed  omit  that  civil  deference  of  manner 
which  he  deemed  their  due,  but  he  felt  that  now 
Ik'  met  them  at  least  on  ecjual  ii"  not  on  su})erior 
terms;  and  lie  made  them  respect  in  him  both  the 
inborn  ])ride  of  genius,  and  the  well-earned  ifignity 
of  learning. 

There  is  yet  another  aspect  in  which  l)i-.  John- 
son may  be  regarded;  as  belonging  to  a  literary 
circle,  of  which  he  was  the  main  jiioj)  and  stay. 
In  conjunction  with  Sir  .Io>lnia  iveynoKls,  lie  luul 
formed  a  small,  but  well-selected  knot  of  friends, 
which,  jjroudly,  without  any  chstinctive  ei)ithet, 
was  calletl,  or  calleil  itself,  iiii:  ci.rn.  It  has  con- 
tinued in  regular  succission,  ami  with  no  sign  of 
languor  or  decay,  to  the  j)resent  year,  j)reserving  in 
three  large  folio  volumes,  authentic  annals  of  its 
course.  Certainly  in  Dr.  Johnson's  times  at  least, 
it  exercised  a  considerable  inlhienee  on  the  liter- 
ature and  |)ublic  oj)inion  of  the  day.  '1  he  year  ot 
its  foundation  was  H''!',  and  tlu-  nund)er  of  ori- 
ginal members  only  nine.  That  number  they 
increased  bv  degrees  to  between  thirty  and  forty. 
They   met   at  first  lor  suppi-is,  but  towards    17/ -i 
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agreed   tliat   instead  of  siippiii-j,-,   llicy  would  dine  (   II  A  1'. 
together  once  in  every  fbitniglit  dining  tlu-  Si.s-  .    ''^^    , 


sion   of  Parliament;    and    sneli    (lie    gc-iicial    rule     i.m.uA- 
lias    since    remained.       'I'lie   dinnerdiour    at    tiiat   ^^'",'.!^^" 

Ale  r. 
peiiod    was,     wo    lind,    lialf-past    four.      Tlie    first 

meeting,  lioweser,  recorded  in  tlieir  hooks  was 
not  till  the  7tli  of  A])ril,  177.3,  at  the  Turk's 
Head,  in  (ierard  Street.  M'hen  some  years  after- 
wards that  ta\ern  was  closed,  they  removed  to 
another,  hut  lia\e  now  for  upwards  of  half  a  ccn- 
tin-y  held  their  meetings  at  the  'i'hatelu'd  House, 
St.  James's  Street.  They  liave  no  ))crmanent 
officer  besides  their  Treasurer  (at  j)resent  the  Uean 
of  St.  I'anl's),  tile  Chair  being  taken  by  all  the 
members  in  rotation  according  to  the  alphabetical 
order  of  their  names,  and  each  meiuber  being- 
bound  by  no  engagement  or  necessity  to  send 
excuses,  but  free  to  the  last  moment  to  come  or 
stay  away  at  his  pleasure. 

Some  slight  "Curiosities  of  Literature"  may 
be  gleaned  from  the  records  of  "the  Club."  Since 
1S3'2,  all  the  members  present  are  wont,  before 
they  se})arate,  to  subscribe  their  names,  but  in  pre- 
vious years  it  was  the  ])residing  member  only  ;  and 
on  one  occasion,  the  '23vd  of  April,  17<).3,  when 
Boswell  tilled  the  eliair,  his  signature  appears  most 
unlike  his  usual  one,  sprawling  in  blotted  zig-za<'-s 
across  the  jKige,  and  clearly  denoting  one  of  those 
Bacchanalian  excesses  (confined,  let  us  hope,  to  him 
singly)  such  as  he  relates  of  liimself  in  the  isle  of 
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C  II  A  r.   Skvc\*      111  contrast  with  this  too  com  ivial  scene, 

'  "^         may  be   iiieiitioned  one  of  solitarv  grandeur.      On 

i.in'.uA-     December   1:^.    IS'J.j,  the   Karl  of  laverixx)!  beniij^ 

Ti'itr.  AM)  ^1,^.,^  PriiiK'  Minister,  icsoImhI  to  (hnr  at  the  Chib. 
IJv  a  singular  chance,  no  othi-r  nu-nibcr  liajj^enecl 
to  Ibnn  the  same  j)ur|)osc  for  that  chiy,  anil  thus 
Lord  Li\eri)ool  passed  the  cveniiii;  entirely  alone. 
It  apijcars  from  the  books  that  the  IMime  Minister 
summoned  to  his  aid  one  bottle  of  Madeira,  of 
which,  however,  we  may  be  sure  that,  according  to 
his  usual  custom,  he  took  l)ut  a  \ cry  moilerate 
share. 

Among  the  original  members  of  the  Club,  when 
formed  in  ITGl-,  were  Mr.  Burke  and  Dr.  Gold- 
smith. Among  those  ^vho  joined  it  within  the 
next  twenty  years,  the  span  of  Johnson's  life,  were 
I'ox,  Sheridan  and  AVindham,  Adam  Smith  and 
(iibbon,  Bishop  Percy,  ami  Sir  William  Scott.  To 
these  were  added  other  j)crsons  of  lar  le^s  emi- 
nence, but  ol"  culti\ateil  miiuls  and  jjleasant  man- 
ners, able  both  to  call  Ibith  and  to  aj)))reciate 
the  genius  of  the  rest.  Such,  for  example,  was 
Henry  A'isconnt  Palmerston,  who  died  in  ISO'J; 
a  man  known  in  the  sj)1k'ii'  of  ))()litics,  and  de- 
serving also  to  be  known  in   the  .sphere  ol"  poi'try.  t 

•  "A  third  ImiwI  (i>I"  |iiiiu-li)  \\  as  inailc,  and  that,  too,  was 
"fini.shed;  ....  but  of  wliat  |i:iv-td  I  liavo  no  recollection 
"  with  any  accuracy.  It  was  near  live  in  tlic  niornin;;  when  I 
"  fjot  to  bed.  I  awaked  at  noon  with  a  Hcvere  luad-ache. 
"  Al>out  one  Dr.  JohnHon  came  into  my  rooin  and  accosted  me, 
"  — •  Wliat,  drunk  yet?'"  (Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  Sept.  177.'}.) 

f  His  epitaph  on  his  iival  wife,  who  had  died  of  a  decline  in 
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Such   was  Topliaiii    Braiicli'ik,   a   man   of  wit    and   c  ll  A  P. 
taste.     Such  also  was  IJoswcll,  wliosc  bio^rapliy  ol'  .  '    , 

Johnson  contains  several  most  s])iritcd  and  lile-like  i.ukka- 
descriptions  ot"the  meetinij;s  which  lie  had  attended.  ^^'J'j'.J^^" 
*'  As  we  close  his  book,"  says  an  accomi)lished 
critic,  *'  the  club-room  is  before  us,"  The  })rin- 
cij)le  was  then  and  is  still,  to  combine,  so  lar  as 
})ossible,  men  of"  every  ])rofL'ssion  and  of  every 
j)arty.  Not  that  the  Club  has  always  and  invari- 
ably done  itself  honour,  either  in  those  whom  it 
has  rejected  or  in  those  whom  it  has  chosen.  A 
distinguished  poet  was  black-balled  in  March,  ISO.j. 
A  distino'uished  statesman  was  black-balled  in 
April,  181S.  One  or  two  exam})les  of  injudicious 
selection  might  be  as  readily  adduced.  Yet  uj)on 
the  whole,  the  character  of  the  Club  has  been 
worthily  maintained.  Sucli  minds  as  that  of  15urke, 
or  that  of  Johnson,  do  not  indeed  appear  at  every 
jKM'iod,  and  ages  may  ensue  before  we  look  u])on 
their  like  again  ;  but  still,  giving  due  weight  to 
that  consideration  for  the  present  time,  a  member 

1769,  is  printed  in  the  Annual  Register  for  1777,  but  without 

his  name.    It  thus  commences  :  — 

"  "Whoe'er  like  me  with  treniblin;:!  anguish  brings 
"  His  heart's  whole  treasure  to  fair  Bristol's  springs ; 
"  "Whoe'er  like  me,  to  soothe  disease  and  pain, 
*'  Shall  pour  those  salutary  springs  in  vain  ; 
"  Condemned  like  me  to  hear  the  faint  reply, 
"  To  mark  the  fading  cheek,  the  sinking  eye, 
"  From  the  chill'd  brow  to  wipe  the  damps  of  death, 
"  And  watch  in  dumb  despair  tiic  sliortoning  breath ; 
"  If  chance  directs  him  to  this  artless  line, 
"  Let  the  sad  mourner  know  his  pangs  were  mine  I  " 
VOL.  VI.  I  I 
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(' ir  A  1*.  ot"  the  CIiil)  will   li;i\f   littlo  cause   to  complain  ot 
•'  • ,  the  (k'ui'neracy  ot"  mankind  so  Iohlc  as   lie  enjoys 


i.iiKKA-    the   hiiili    j)ri\ilii:,c  ot   sha^in^•  in   tlie   converse  of 
"!''^^"  Mr.  Ilalhun  ami  Mr.  .Macaulav,  Dean  Miiman  and 
Bishop   M'ilherfbrce,    Dr.   Holland    and    Monsieur 
\:\n  cle   \\  ever,  Lord  Lansilowne  and  Lord   Aber- 
deen. 

Dr.  (Joldsmilh,  the  contemj)()rary  and  friend  of 
Dr.  Johnson,  seemed  a   very  ditlercnt   })crson   to 
those  who  met  him  at  the  Club,  or  in   societ\',  and 
to  tiiose  mIk)   read    his    books.      Li   the   latter  we 
find    the    m()>t    admirable    humour    blended    with 
tenderness   and   grace.     Such  ])roductions  as    his 
"Vicar   of  Wakefield,"    or    "Deserted    Villa,i::e," 
have  wound  themselves  arountl  the  imnost  chords 
of  English  feeling.      Li   conversation,  on   the  con- 
trary, he  seemed  to  lose  both  his  j)resence  of  mind 
and   Iiis    j)owers  of   language ;    w  hile    an    irritable 
\aiiitv,  e\er  deeming  itself  slighted  or  aggrieved, 
kit  him  open  to   many  a  charge  of  fretfulness  and 
tbllv.     lie  would  ri'pine  because  a  pu))pet-slio\v  was 
regarded    in    his  (.(JiHiJaiix  ;    lie  woiilil  sliut  around 
the  room  to  e\hii)it  on  all  sides,  and  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, his  new  bloom-coloured  coat.    "  No  man," 
said  Dr.  .Johnson,  "  was  moie  foolish  w  hen  he  had 
*'  not  a  ])en  in  his  hand."      ^'et  on  some  rare  occa- 
sions, .Iolln^on  himselt"  might  lei'l  tin-  \\vv\)  vi\<j;v  oi 
his    unj)rcineditated   wit.      Thus,  oni-  (Iav,  as  they 
chanced  to  be  discussing  the  composition  of  fables, 
(loldsniith    ciied,    with    ecpial    truth    and    a])tness, 
"  y^Uy,   Dr.  Johnson,   this   is  not   so   easy   as  you 
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*'  scetn   to  think  ;   f'oi',  if  you   liail   to  wiitc  ii  t'ahlc  C  II  A  J'. 

"  iij)()n  lislii's,  \()ii  would  make  all  Nour  lilllc  li^lics  ^ '"_ ^ 

♦'  talk  like  whales!"*  milka- 

As  j)()ets  it  may  be  saul,  both  or  Jolmson  and  ol  ^^,.,.^ 
(joldsmith,  that  they  belonged  to  the  school  ol' 
Pope.  Not  that  men  of  so  much  genius  could 
ever  be  mere  imitators.  The  ])oetry  of  each  has 
distinctive  si.<nis  of  its  own  ;  that  ol". Johnson  beiuLT 
marked  esj^ecially  by  vigour  and  strong  sense,  and 
that  of  Goldsmith  by  sweetness  and  grace.  Still, 
however,  not  merely  they,  but  nearly  all  the 
w^riters  of  verse  at  that  period,  a))pear  to  ha\  e 
mainlv  kept  in  view  the  motlel  of  the  Ddvd  of 
Twickenham.  The  conmion  notion  seemed  to  be, 
that  those  who  deviated  from  his  standard  were 
worthy  only  of  a  place  in  his  Dunciad.  Few,  or 
none,  could  catch  his  spirit,  but  many  ado])t  his 
metre  or  ape  his  correctness.  The  tribe  of  his 
copyists  grew^  by  repetition  feebler  and  feebler, 
and  lower  and  lower,  until  it  sunk  at  last  to  the 
de])th  of  j\Ir.  Ilayley.  To  this  taste  or  temper 
of  the  age  there  were  two  most  especial  exceptions, 
in  the  case  of  Gray  and  the  case  of  C'owi)er. 

Gray,  as  the  inmate  of  a  hall  at  Cambridge,  as 
one  seldom  absent  from  the  schools,  might  well 
have  been  forgiven  for  adhering  implicitly  to  the 
connnou    models.     Yet   his   strain    of  the   Welsh 

*  Bosweir.'?  Life  of  Johnson,  vol.  iii.  p.  274.  cd.  1839.  A  few 
more  such  instances  arc  drawa  out  in  array  by  the  friendly  zeal 
of  Mr.  Prior  in  his  valuable  biography  of  Goldsmith,  vol.  ii. 
p.  470. 

1  1    2 
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C  II  A  1'.    IkuiI,    and    liis    imitations    from    tliu    Himif,    show 

I .   with  how  hold  a  llii^ht  ho  couhl  soar  into  the  open 

i.in;uA-     sky.      It  is  needless  to  praise  wliere  there  are  none 

TL'KK  AM)  ,.  ......  , 

^,j,.  to  (lisapj)ro\  e.  It  is  strikmij:,  liowever,  to  observe 
the  beauty  ot  thai  stanza  whieli  he  expuni^cd  from 
Ills  *•  Kleu:y  on  a  Country  Churchyard;"*  so  that 
it  miL;ht  ahnost  l)e  said,  tliat  even  tlie  leavings  of 
Gray  are  superior  to  the  finished  comjiositions  of 
other  men.  A<^ain,  wiicn  we  reflect  liow  A^Mjuently 
the  invasion  of  the  ]\.oman  I*jnj)ire  by  the  Barbaric 
tribes  has  engaged  the  piMi  of  other  writers  from 
Jornandes  down  to  (Jibbon,  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  so  much  of  elocjuence  and  imagery  siiould 
remain  to  be  compressed  by  this  poet  within  the 
narrow  compass  of  four  Hnes.t 

J'he  Life  of  Cow])er,  as  Mr.  Soutiicy  with  feel- 
ing and  fidehty  j)ortrays  it,  is  one  of  the  most 
painfid  in  our  literary  annals.      (Jenins  was  to  him 

•  "  Here  scattered  oft,  the  earliest  of  the  year, 
"  By  hand:)  unseen,  are  sliowers  of  violets  found, 
"  The  redbreast  loves  to  build  ami  warble  here, 
**  And  little  footsteps  liglitly  print  tlie  ground." 
"  I  wonder  that  (jray  cfjuld  have  the   heart  to  omit  it,"  says 
Lord  liyrun  in  his  Diary,  February  27.  l^i'I. 

I  "  With  grim  <leligiit  the  brood  of  winter  view 
"  A  brighter  day,  ami  heavens  of  azure  hue, 
"  Scent  the  new  fragrance  of  the  Ijreathing  rose, 
"  And  (jiiaffthe  pendent  vintage  as  it  grows!" 
I  was  tohl  by   Sir   Kol)ert    Peel    tliat   he  was  consulted  by 
onother  eminent  .•statesman  on  his  design  (from  which  there  was 
Bome  diificulty  in  dissuading  him)  of  (juoting  these  noble  lines 
in  the  House  of  Commons  as  applied  to  the  Russian  invasion  of 
France  in  1^14. 
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a  fatal   and   an    evil    <^\i'\.      His   sc'iisiti\i'   fiaim-   of  ('II. \  I', 
mind,   and    his   spirits  broken    since   liis  boyhood,  .  . 

sunk  liini  into  melancholy,  and  sometimes  into  i.iikka- 
madness.  I  lis  circumstances  gave  him  little  cause  ^j.^'  " 
for  either.  He  had  acKantages  of  birth,  and  might 
ha\e  had  advantages  of  fortune.  He  was  grand- 
nephew  of  the  Chancellor  and  Karl  of  that  name, 
lie  was  trained  in  a  conveyancer's  oflice,  and 
fitted  tor  promotion  in  the  law.  Tln-ough  the 
intiucnce  of  his  familv  he  soon  obtained  a  lucrative 
and  easy  clerkship  in  the  House  ot"  Lords.  IJut 
the  mere  prospect  of  having  to  raise  his  \oice  in 
]iublic  drove  him  to  utter  distraction  and  attem|)ts 
at  suicide.  He  resigned  his  ofHcc,  and,  after  a  long- 
blank  interval  of  frenzy,  betook  himself  to  the 
retired  village  of  Olney.  There  he  had  no  t'urther 
tie  to  public  life,  beyond  at  intervals  his  warm  sym- 
pathy with  the  far  different  careers  of  his  old  school- 
fellow, "Warren  Hastings,  and  of  his  old  brother 
clerk.  Lord  Thurlow.  There,  at  other  times,  the 
rigour  of  his  Calvinistic  tenets  on  Piedesti nation 
and  Free  Will  overwhelmed  him  with  ])eri)Ie\ity 
and  aniiuish.  His  chosen  and  constant  associate 
was  Mrs.  Unwin,  a  widowed  lady  much  older  than 
liimsclf,  and  growing  blind,  —  a  lady  whose  knitting- 
needles  have  been  made  inmioital  by  his  jien. 
Such,  indeed,  were  his  ])ower  of  description  and 
felicity  of  language,  that  even  the  most  tri\ial 
objects  drew  life  and  colour  from  his  touch.  In 
liis  pages  the  training  of  three  tame  hares,  or  the 
building  of  a  frame  for  cucumbers,  excite  a  warmer 

I  I    3 
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writers  ol"n;rcal  battles  tlccicling  the  tiitc  of  cni})ircs. 
i.iiKUA-  In  ills  \K\ij;cs  the  slii^u;i.sh  Nvaters  oftlieOuse,  —  the 
^I'.j."  floatiiiLJ:  lilies  which  he  stooi)cil  to  <:;ather  liom 
them, — the  })Oj)lars  in  wjiose  sluuie  he  sat,  aiul 
over  wiiose  llill  he  niouiiud,  —  ^i^e  before  us  as 
thougii  \vc  liacl  knt)un  aiul  loved  thcni  too.  As 
Cowpcr  himself  declares,  *'  My  descrii)tions  are  all 
*'  ii-om  nature,  not  one  of  them  second-handed. 
*'  j\Iy  delineations  of  the  heart  are  from  my  own 
**  experience,  not  one  of  them  borrowed  from 
*' books."*  He  could  not,  indeed,  like  ])()ets  of 
the  highest  order,  —  hke  jMilton,  for  example,  or 
like  Dante,  —  imagine  or  body  forth  what  he  never 
felt  or  saw  ;  but  no  writer  of  any  age  excels  him 
in  dealing  witii  the  daily  realities  of  life.  \Vc 
might  thence,  j)crhaps,  conclude,  that  the  minds 
])rincii)ally  conversant  with  such  realities,  and 
slightly  trained  to  flights  ot"  fancy,  would  be  those 
to  rank  him  jjighest.  Jiut  this  is  only  another 
form  of  words  for  expressing  deserved  success  with 
by  far  the  greater  numbers  of  niaiikiml.  *' The 
"  Task,"  which  aj)peared  in  17S5,  raised  its  author 
bv  one  bouiiil  to  be  tin-  nl()^l  popular  j)oet  of  his 
age. 

The  ])eri()d  wliich  is  now  bcloic  us  was  ilistiu- 
guished  by  the  ri.M'  of  British  art,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  till'  Jioyal  Academy.  ( )l"  the  j)rincij)al 
pctrtiait-painters   in    J'aigland   during   the  two   pre- 

•    Sec  liib  l-ilV'  I.y  Sniitli.y,  vol.  ii.  p.  18i. 
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ceding  generations,  Sir  IVlcr  Lcly  and  Sir  (iodticy  C  II  A  V. 

Kncllcr,  it  is  rcmarkal)k>  thai  both  wcic  nativivs  of       '  "^ 

Cicrniany.     Tlie   principal  scnI])tois  then  amongst    i.iii;ka- 

iis  Averc   Kysbrack   and    lloubiliac,   the    former    a  " '!!^..!^^'" 

Fleming,  and  the  hitter  a  Frenchman.     ]Jnt  in  the 

early  years  of  George   the   'Hiird    we    may   j)()int 

with  especial  j)ridc  to  the  name  of. Joshua  Reynolds. 

He  was  born  in  l'J'23  at  ]Mym])ton  in  Devonshire. 

His  lather  and  his  grandfather  also  were  clergymen 

of  the  Church  of  England,  but  left  him  little  otlier 

])atrim()ny  besides  his  genius.     That  genius  almost 

from  his  boyhootl  impelled  him   to  the  pursuit  of 

art.     He    repaired    to    London,  and    became    the 

pupil   of  Hudson,    no    great    portiait-jiainter,    vet 

still  the  best  of  his  day  in  England.      The  tirst  of 

his  own  portraits  which  attracted  even  the  smallest 

degree  of  public  notice  was  of  Captain  Hamilton, 

whose  son  became  the  first  Marquis  of  Abercorn  : 

this  portrait  he  ])ainted  in  171-0. 

Three  years  later  he  wxnt  to  pursue  his  studies 
at  Rome,  where  we  find  him  speak  as  follows  of 
himself:  —  "  1  felt  my  ignorance,  and  stood  abashed. 
"  All  the  indigested  notions  of  painting  \\  hich  I 
"  had  brought  with  me  from  England,  m  here  the 
"  art  was  in  the  lowest  state  it  had  ever  been  in 
"  (it  could  not,  indecil,  l)c  lower),  were  to  be 
"  totally  done  away,  and  eradicaleil  from  mv  mind. 
"  It  was  necessary,  as  is  expressed  on  a  \  erv 
"  solemn  occasion,  that  I  should  become  *  as  a 
"  '  little  child.'"  He  owns  that  at  first  sight  the 
works  of  Raphael  at  the  ^'atican  gave  him  little 

1  I    4 
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C  II  A  r.   I'K'aMiii'.      ]5iit   this  lie   Iiail    (ho  wisdom  to  :iscril)C 

'  "^        al  onco  to  tlic   true  cause,  —  to  no  clelicicncics  in 

i.in.itA-     that    ixreat    Master,   but  solely   to    liis  own.      In    »! 

TL-KK  AM>  j^],^),.j^  time,  he  sa}s,  a  new  tasti'  and  new  pereej)- 
tions  hcpui  to  dawn  nj)on  him,  and  he  tonnd  that 
he  could  measure  tlie  i)iogress  of  his  own  imj)rove- 
mcnt  l)v  the  growth  ot"  his  admiration  for  Rapiiael.* 
He  adds  these  remarkable  wonls  :  —  "  Ilavinir  since 
"  that  period  frequently  revolved  this  subject  in 
*'  my  mind,  I  am  now  clearly  of  oj)inion  that  a 
"  relish  for  the  hitjjher  excellences  of  art  is  an 
"  acquired  taste,  which  no  man  ever  possessed 
*'  without  long  culti\ation,  and  great  labour  and 
•'  attention."  t 

On  returning  to  England,  in  17.>-,  lie  took  a 
house  in  London,  and  ai)i)lied  himselt'  most  assidu- 
ously to  the  ])ursuit  of  his  profession.  His  atl- 
Nancing  fame  was  shown  (the  test  is  a  sordid  but 
a  sure  one)  by  his  ailvancing  ])rotits.  In  I'^^S,  we 
find  his  friend  Dr.  Johnson  writes  as  l()llows  :  — 
♦'  Mr.  Revnolds  has  within  these  few  days  raised 
"  his  j)rices  to  twenty  guineas  a  head;  and  Miss" 
(Reynolds,  his  sister,)  "  is  nuuh  em))loyed  in  mi- 
"  niatures."t  Years  rolled  on,  and  lame  increased, 
until  at  last  Sir  Joshua,   in   his  old  age,   received 


•  Similar  to  liiis,  l>ut  less  just  iHihaps,  is  the  rule  in  tlic 
Btmly  of  eloquence  wliicli  (^iiintilian  laiil  <l<)\vn  :  "  lUo  ee  profe- 
*'  ciHPc  Hciut,  cui  Cict-ni  vahlc  placcbit."  (lustit.  lib.  x.  c.  i.) 

I  Life  of  Kcynulils  l»y  ISIaloiie,  p.  xii. 

X  Li^ttfT  to  Mr.  Lan^'toii,  January  U.  17o8,  and  Mr.  Crokcr'a 
note. 
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from  Horace  Walpolc  (not  witlioiit  some  rcliit-taiicc  c  ]\  \  \\ 
in  the  latter)  a  tliousaiul  [guineas   lor  his  liiu-  jjic-        '  '^• 
ture  of  the  three  Ladies  W'alile^rave.  imicv- 

The  revival  of  IJriti.sh  art,  and  the  number  of  'i'";-^"*!' 
artists  in  London,  could  not  fail,  besides  the 
example  of  foreign  countries,  to  suggest  to  them 
the  advantages  of  associatioti.  About  the  time  of 
the  accession  of  Cicorge  the  Third  they  agreed  to 
have  an  annual  exhibition  of  works  of  art.  They 
met  with  many  dilliculties,  ami  but  moderate 
encouragement.  In  lyO.}  they  obtained  a  Charter 
of  Incorporation,  which,  howe\er,  couhl  by  no 
means  reconcile  their  divers  sections  and  })artics. 
At  last,  in  1708,  they  were  con.stituted  by  the 
King  as  the  Royal  Academy,  to  include  all  three 
branches  of  architecture,  sculpture,  and  ))ainting. 
His  iNIajesty,  although  himself  no  .jmlge  of  art, 
became  its  ])atron.  During  several  years,  he  nuule 
liberal  grants  from  his  Privy  Purse  to  the  rising 
Academy,  until  the  receij)ts  from  its  yearly  exhi- 
bitions liad  grown  to  be  more  than  sullicieut  I'or 
its  objects.  Apartments  also  were  assigned  it  by 
its  Royal  Patron,  in  I7SO,  at  Somerset  House.* 

Of  the  new  institution  Reynolds  was  with  good 
reason,  and  by  an  unanimous  Note,  elected  Presi- 
dent.    On  that  occasion  he  received  the  honour  of 


*  The  sums  contributed  by  the  King  at  various  times  ex- 
ceeded otKK)/.  In  1779  the  receipts  of  the  Exhibition  were 
upwards  of  loOO/.,  and  double  that  sum  was  obtained  in  the 
next  year,  —  the  first  in  Somerset  House.  (Life  of  Keynolds  by 
Malonc,  p.  xxiii.) 
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C  II  A  r.   kniuhtliood  —  an  honour  which  cscv  since  has  been 

'••^-       con.siilcrcil  as  almost  the  riiilit   of  liis   successors. 

i.m.uA-     To  theiliilies  ol'his  ojlicc  he  brought  an  cnHghtened 

TLKK  AND  n^injiKMit,  a  uiilcl  ili^uilv,  a  never-failing  love  ot 
Art.  Selcloni  indeed  have  such  Chairs  i)een  more 
worthily  lilled  than  were,  lor  some  time  con- 
currently, that  of  the  Royal  Society  by  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  and  that  of  the  Jloyal  Academy  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds.  Though  not  always  quite  friend- 
Iv  in  liis  feelings  towanls  llic  arti>ls  who  had  risen 
bv  his  side*,  he  was  unilbrmly  kintl  and  helpful  to 
the  rising,  liis  counsel  was  j)rompt  to  guide  and 
his  hospitality  to  cheer  them.  At  his  board,  which 
once  at  least  in  every  week  was  {)])en  to  a  com- 
])any  of  guests,  they  might  meet  and  commune 
witli  some  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  age  in  other 
walks  of  lite  beside  their  own  ;  whiK'  presiding 
o\c'r  all  was  seen,  with  spectacles  on  his  nose,  and 
with  a  trumpet  at  his  ear,  that  placitl  and  benig- 
nant countenance  which  his  own  pencil  has  often 
portrayed,  and  maile  tamiliai-  to  us. 

'J'he  a])j)lication  of  Sir  Joshua  to  his  art  was 
never  relaxed  bv  his  growing  wealtii  or  fame. 
I'sually  he  was  in  his  j)ainting  room  before  ten 
o'clock,  and  remained  there  at  least  six  hours. 
According  to  the  fine  expression  ol"  .Mr.  IJurke, 
who  to  flu-  honour  of  both  was  his  iiuiinati^  fi  iend  : 
♦'  111  ])aiiiling  ])ortraits,  lie  apj)eared  not  to  be 
"  rai^etl   U])on    that    platl()rni,   but    to  (Ksciiid  to  it 

•  Sec  on  tliis  point  the  Memoirs  of  Sir  .Tosluiii  liy  Nortli- 
cotc,  !».  .317.  ^f.,  iintl  tlie  Sii))|ik'Uient,  p.  cxiii. 
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**  from  :i  liioher  splicre.      His  ])aintiiig.s  illustrate  ciiAl*. 

•'  liis  lessons,  and  his  lessons  seem  to  be  derivecl        '-^ 

* ' ' 

*' from   his  paintings."     Never,   jicrliaps,  was   his    iahm.k- 

pencil  more  felicitons  and  trutiii'id  than  in  all  its  ''^■■"■■- ^•'^'^ 

delineations  of  infancy.    It  was  one  of  his  lavonrite 

maxims  that  all  the  <;cstnres  of  ehildreii  are  ii;racc- 

fnl,  and  that  the  reign  of  distortion  and  nnnatural 

attitnde  connnenccs  with  the  dancing  master.* 

It  was  to  })ortraits  that  Keynolds  gave  his  more 
especial  care,  ^'el  they  diil  not  wholly  engross  it. 
INlany  exquisite  Ihncy  pieces  of  the  most  opj)osite 
kinds  bear  witness  to  his  skill.  How  various,  for 
example,  are  the  works  of  his  genius  contained  in 
that  grey  old  mansion  of  Knole,  where,  cnd)Osomed 
in  coeval  groves  of  beech,  the  accomplished  race 
of  the  Sackvilles,  now  extinct  in  the  male  line, 
sliowed  themselves  botii  partakers  and  patrons  of 
intellectual  eminence !  There  in  one  })lacc  we 
find  Sir  Joshua  personify  with  the  laugliing  eyes 
and  the  elastic  form  of  Mrs.  Al)in£]jton  the  Comic 
Muse.  There,  on  another  side,  we  behold  him 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Tuscan  ])oetofold 
time  —  unveil  the  dismal  secrets  of  the  *'  Tower 
of  Hunger,"  —  and  })ortray  Count  Ugolino  and  his 
children  in  the  agonies  of  their  famishing  despair. 

Far  from  being  satisfied  with  his  own  success, 
Sir  Joshua  was  ever  aiming  at  improvement.  Late 
in  his  career,  and  at  considerable  cost,  he  took  the 
pains  to  discompose  some  valuable  pictures  of  the 

•  Life  by  Mulonc,  p.  lii. 
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C  II  A  V.  old  WMictian  School,  in  ordir  to  traci'  ami  ascertain 

^ "  '    ,  tluir   process    of  colouriiiL:;.      It    must    he   owned, 

iiiiKv-  liowcvcr,  tJKit  such  cxj)crimcnts  were  made  in 
^,.,  ^ome  measure  at  the  expi'use  oi  Ins  Irieutis.  1  luis 
at  Blenheim,  which,  during-  one  ))hase  ot"  his  art,  he 
adornetl  with  many  atlmirable  j)ortraits,'a  spectator 
at  the  present  ilay  nnist  ()l)serve  with  pain,  tiiat 
the  colours  have  so  tiir  faded  from  each  face  of 
female  loveliness  as  exactly  to  resemble  the  livid 
luies  of  death.  The  change  can  scarce  have  been 
jrreater  in  the  originals  themselves. 

From  some  such  result  or  antici])ati()n,  Sir  Joshua 
did  not  persevere  for  any  long  period  in  the  new 
courses  which  he  tried.  Towards  the  close  ot"  his 
life,  he  had  an  op])ortunity  to  see  again  that  por- 
trait of  Ca})tain  Hamilton  which  he  had  jiainted 
some  Ibrtv  \  ears  belbre.  He  was  siujirised  fo  liiul 
it  so  good,  and,  c()mj)aring  it  with  iiis  later  works, 
lamented  that  during  so  many  years  he  should  not 
liave  made  a  greater  ])rogress.* 

Of  the  other  princij)al  ])ainters  at  this  time, 
Hogarth  hail  dieil  lour  years  belbre  the  Academy 
was  constituted.  'J'he  best  pidges  ha\  e  ileemed 
him  deficient  in  the  art  of  coloniiug.  Hut,  as 
Horace  W'alpole  hap])ily  (.'\|)resses  it,  he  siiould  be 
considered  rather  as  a  writer  of  comedy  with  a 
])encil  than  as  a  painter.  Allan  Ramsay,  son  of 
tlir  poet  of  that  name,  though  fiu^  inferior  to  Uev- 
iiolds,  showed  in   his  porliaits  both   taste  and  skill. 

•    Lift"  hy  Malmic,  p.  viii. 


I  nci;  AM> 

Mil. 


ruo.M    ini;   i'i;.\ci;   or   ri  itiicii  r.  4[j3 

Like   Ucyiiohls   lu*  was  a  Irioiul   of  I  )r.   Jolmsoii,    ( HAl'. 

who  sj)c'ak,s  o(  liiin  with  warm  ii'L;ar(l,  aiitl  .siir\ivi(l   , [_ , 

him  oiilv  a  few  moiilhs.*  Ramsay  was  ijaiiitcr  in  '•  m "a 
ordinary  to  the  King  and  (^ueen  ;  in  fact,  it  lias 
been  remarked,  that  their  Majesties  never  gave  Sir 
Joshua  a  commission  for  a  single  ])icturc,  and  sat 
to  him  only  once,  when  their  ])ortraits  were  re- 
quired for  the  Junal  Academy.!  In  17^)(),  how- 
ever, Reynolds  was  selected  lo  j)aint  the  portrait 
of  the  Queen  of  Denmark  on  lier  marriage.  lie 
was  wont  to  comj)lain  of  the  dillicullies  of  the 
task,  since  during  the  hours  of  sitting,  that  ill- 
assorted  and  unhappy  Princess  had  been  lor  the 
most  part  in  tears. t 

Romney  was  another  painter  of  high  reputation 
in  his  day.  There  are  not  many  things  in  biogra- 
phy more  striking  than  the  tale  how,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven,  he  forsook  his  young  wife  at  Kendal, 
and  went  forth  to  seek  his  fortime  in  London  — 
liow,  after  seven-and-thirty  years  of  desertion,  he 
returned  to  her,  rich  indeed  and  famous,  but  worn 
out  in  body  and  in  mind  —  and  how,  with  patient 
form ven ess,  she  nurseil  him  durinir  his  remaininir 
span  of  decay,  and  at  last  of  imbecility.  When  in 
full  possession  of  his  powers,  he  hail  been  deemed 
a  rival  to  Sir  Joshua  himselt",  and  it  is  by  no  means 

*  "  Poor  Ramsay !  ....  I  no  sooner  lost  sight  of  dear  Allan 
"  than  I  am  told  that  I  shall  see  him  no  more."  (To  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  Aug.  19.  1784.) 

•j"  Memoirs  by  Northcote,  p.  239. 

J  Ibid.  Supplement,  p.  xliii. 
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(•  II  \  p.  to  tin-  cri'ilit  ol'tlu'  Pivsulonl,  tli;i(    Ivoiiiiicy  never 

'  ^  w;is  elected  even   an  associale  of  the  Roval  Aea- 

i.iiKKA-  demy.     Indeed,  whenever  Kevnolds  had  occasion 

TiitK  AM)  j^  j.^,|-j^.j.  jj^  jjji^^^  jj^,  ^vonld  call  him  only  "  the  man 

"  in  Cavendish  S(|uare."  In  those  days  Lord  Thnr- 
low  hail  said  :  "  There  are  two  factions  in  Art, 
•'  anil  lor  niv  ])art  1  am  of  the  Konmey  faction." 
But,  as  Mr.  Southey  observes,  time  has  reversed 
the  Chancellor's  decision.* 

The  true  rival  of  Reynolds,  in  onr  eyes  at  least, 
was  Gainsborough.  Born  and  bred  in  Suffolk,  he 
had  not  the  advantages  of  academic  education  or 
foreign  travel  ;  but  from  his  earliest  years  he 
manifested  an  inborn  passion  for  art.  A  beautiful 
wood  near  Sudbury  is  still  shown,  wliere  Gains- 
borough, in  his  school-boy  days,  used  to  sit  and  fill 
his  copv-books  with  ])encillings  of  flowers  ami 
trees.f  With  Wilson  he  divides  the  honour  of 
founding  our  school  of  landscape  ;  with  Reynolds 
the  honour  of  restoring  our  school  of  ])ortrait-])aint- 
ing.  Below  Sir  Joshua  in  the  taste  and  compo- 
sition of  Ills  portraits,  it  may  be  (inestioneil  whether 
he  does  not  excel  him  in  a  >till  more  essential 
(piality  —  tlie  true  and  life-like  delineation  of  the 
countenance  portrayed. 

At  this  time  the  name  of  British  sculpture  was 
worthilv  u])held  by  Bacon  and  Xollekens.  To  the 
f()rmer  W'estnfmstcr  Abbey  owes  the  great  monu- 

•   Life  of  Cowper,  vol.  iii.  p.  77. 

t  Cunningliam's  Lives  of  lli«.'  ruintcrH,  vol.  iii.  p.  320. 
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nicnt  oCCIiatliani  ;    the   lallcr  was  l::<><)cI  in  statues,   (•  n  ^^  |. 
but   excellent   in   busts.      Jn    their    literarv   attain-        '^• 


nients    they   dilleretl    greatly.     Of  liaeon    we   are    i.iri:i:A- 
told,   that  lie   showed   some  skill    in   composition,    '""=''•  •^^■" 

Ail'V, 

while  NoUekens  was  wholly  ig-norant  of"  grammar 
and  spellinn-.  *  Of  both  it  is  pleasing-  to  find,  that 
tluir  profession  brought  them  wealth  as  well  as 
fame.  Bacon  at  his  death  left  G0,000/.,  and  Xolle- 
kens,  whose  career  was  much  longer,  no  less  than 
200,000/. 

An  Academy  com])rising  men  like  these,  men  of 
every  variety  of  birth,  of  education,  of  character, 
and  of  creed,  (thus,  for  example,  Bacon  was  a 
Methodist,  Nollekens  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  Flax- 
man  a  follower  of  Swedenborg,)  was  often  dis- 
cordant and  disturbed.  Some  complaints  from 
those  whom  it  excludes,  some  quarrels  among 
those  whom  it  admits,  are,  perhaps,  in  any  such 
institution  unavoidable.  Certainly  they  have  not 
been  avoided.  Even  at  the  present  day  the  war, 
at  least  from  without,  is  waging.  But  there  is  one 
day  in  the  year,  when,  by  common  consent,  all 
strife  is  hushed,  all  rivalry  suspended,  w  hen  on  the 
first  Saturday  in  May  the  Exhibition  Rooms,  rich 
with  the  well-wrought  toils  of  the  preceding  vear, 
are  opened  by  the  President  and  his  brother  Aca- 
demicians to  a  chosen  company  of  guests.  There 
all  ranks,  all  i)rofessions,  and  all  parties — intellectual 
pleasure  being  for  that  day  a  suflicient  bond  be- 

*  Ciiniiingliani's  Lives  of  the  Sculptor?,  pp.  lOo.  anil  200. 
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CHAT,  twooii   llu'in — arc    asNiMiil)li'cl    to    c-oniimmc   with 

, J__ ,  artists  and  ilo  Iiomaui-  to  Art.    'I'liiMi-  llic  Ministers 

i.m.uA-  ot'  the  Crown,  lor<:;cttin;j;  tlic  ParliaiiUMitary  battles 
^^''  ■  ■  '  of  the  nii^lit  before,  exchange  a  eorchal  greeting 
with  the  Ministers  who  were,  or  the  Ministers  wlio 
will  be,  as  in  emulons  admiration  they  throng 
aromul  sonic  stag  or  sheUie  of  Landseer,  or  a  sun- 
lit lake  by  Stanficld.  There  the  poet  may  behold 
the  visions  of  his  fancy  bodied  forth  in  living  hues. 
There  the  historian  may  acknowledge  his  own 
descriptions  far  exceeded.*  There  as  the  banquet 
ceases,  and  the  shades  of  evening  close  in,  the  gas- 
lights that  were  kei)t  ready  burst  into  a  sudden 
radiance,  and  illume  the  })ictured  walls  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  health  of  the  Sovereign  is  pro- 
})osed,  and  the  name  of  \'ic'Toiua  is  j)ronounced. 
Xor  will  any  former  guest  forget  how  in  the 
speeches,  througiiout  that  eNcning,  the  common 
interchange  of  compliments  was  graced,  and,  as  it 
were,  exalted,  by  the  skill  and  taste  and  diction 
—  such  as  on  no  similar  occasion  have  1  heard 
surjiassed,  —  of  Sir  Martin  Shce. 

'I'he  contemporaries  of  the  first  Aeailemicians 
speak  with  little  respect  of  the  taste  lor  art  which 
then  prevailed,  (ioldsmith,  in  his  \'icar  of  M'ake- 
field,  observes  that  there  are  two  infallible  rules  by 

•  May  I  be  allowod  to  express  my  warm  appreciation  of  llic 
genius  and  success  with  which  one  passage  of  this  History  ("  A 
"  Scrn<!  in  Change  Alhy  in  17120,"  vt)l.  ii.  p.  IG.)  lias  been 
iUiistratcd  l»y  Mr.  Iv  .M.  NVanl.     (No.  L"Jl.iii  tlic  ICxhibition  of 
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which  anyone   may  ;K'(inni'  llir   name  of"  coinioi^-    ciiaI'. 
senr  among  the    Mni;Iish  ;    the  one   always  to  assert    ^  • 

that  tlie  j)ictnie  mi<j,ht,  \\i\\v  been  better  if  the  litkua- 
])ainter  had  taken  more  ])ains  ;  and  the  otlier  to  " '"^ '^^'* 
praise  the  works  of  Pietro  Perugino.  Foote,  in 
one  of  his  ])lays,  «iims  many  a  bitter  jest  at  the 
ignorant  enthnsiasm  so  reacHly  imposed  n))()n  i)y 
new-made  antiquities  of"  Ilercuianeum,  or  sj)urions 
works  of  (luido  and  Uaj)haei.  lie  goes  on  to  a 
complaint  of  the  admiration  lor  tliese  great  old 
Masters,  as  though  it  must  involve  some  injustice 
to  the  living*  — a  complaint,  however,  which  any 
real  artist,  or  real  friend  to  Art,  will  be  slow  to 
make.  By  experience  the  very  reverse  is  shown. 
As  with  the  artist  himself  a  growing  admiration  of 
the  painter  "  sires  of  Italy"  becomes  a  sure  test  of 
his  own  progress,  so  with  the  patron  of  Art  tiiat 
admiration,  if  heart-felt  and  unfeigned,  leads  to  no 
slight  or  disparagement  of  the  present  school,  but 
rather  to  a  more  thoughtful  and  indulgent  aj^pre- 
ciation  of  its  labours  —  not  requiring  from  it  that  it 
should  a])))roach  the  unapproachable,  but  only  that 
its  principles  should  be  tried,  and  its  path  the  true 
one. 

It  is  not  arrogance   or  harshness,    but,  on   the 
contrary,  a  gentle  and  a  reverent  spirit;  a  sense  of 

*  In  his  play  of  "  Taste,"  a  picture  of  Pharaoh's  Daughter 
and  Closes  being  much  commended  :  — 

Brush.  Lack  a  day,  'tis  but  a  modern  performance  ;  the 
Master  is  alive,  and  an  Englishman. 

Lord  Dupe.  Oh  I  then  I  would  not  give  it  house-room  ! 
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(II  A  I',   our    own    l)iior  spnii    and    fiiH'tiiiLC   pleasures,    that 
aie    lostcM'ccl    bv   a    rre(|iic'nt    C()nUMiij)lati(>ii   of    the 

i.m.i.A-  works  of  the  (leparteil  i;reat.  Oiiei',  as  Sir  l)a\iil 
^,'.,,  *  ^^ilkie  (  Mr.  Washington  Irxini^aiul  niysell' l)eing- 
then  his  feHow-travellers  in  Sj)ainj  was  iijazing  on 
one  of  Titian's  niaster-j)ieees  —  the  fanious  ])ieturc 
of  tlic  Last  Snj)per  in  the  Refectory  of  tlie  Escu- 
rial  —  an  oKl  Monk  of  the  Order  of  St.  Jerome 
came  up  to  him,  and  said,  "  I  have  sate  daily  in 
*'  sight  of  that  picture  for  now  nearly  threescore 
•*  years.  During  that  time  my  C()m])anions  have 
"  dropped  off  one  after  another  —  all  who  were  my 
*'  seniors,  ail  who  were  of  my  own  age,  and  many 
"  or  most  of  those  who  were  younger  than  myself 
"  —  nothing  has  been  unchanged  around  mc  ex- 
"  cept  those  figures,  large  as  life,  in  yonder  paint- 
'*  ing  —  anil  I  look  at  them  till  I  >i)inetimes  think 
"  that  they  are  the  realities  ami  we  the  shadows  I  ** 
Far,  therefore,  from  joining  in  the  shallow  sar- 
casms of  Foote,  we  shall  see  reason  to  lament  and 
womler  that  a  public  collection  of  the  woiks  of  the 
great  old  Masters  was  lor  so  many  years  delayed 
amongst  us.  More  than  half  a  century  elapsed 
between  the  establishment  of  the  Koyal  Academy 
and  the  establishment  of  the  National  (Jallery. 
Even  now  the  latter  collection  has  by  no  means 
attained  llu-  nunibt'r  ol"  j)icture^,  nor  the  degrei'  ol 
merit,  which  in  sucii  a  country  as  oins  it  should 
have  long  ago.  The  lack  of  it  has  beiMi,  in  many 
cases,  supplied  bv  what  inileed  no  future  excellence 
in  it  can  i  \  er  wholly  sui)ersede  either  to  artist  or 
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to  connoisseur — ii  ])ilii,rinia^t'  lo  Italv.      It  inav  !)c  (    n  a  i- 
truly  said  that  lionic  in  lliis  age  is  as  rciiowncti        '  "^ 
tor  the  concourse  of  Knnlish  in  llie  cause  of  Art,     ,,,,kic.i- 
as  for  objects  of  devotion  it  was  in  the  days  oi"  tlie    ""^•'^^'* 
Lombard  Ivnigs.* 

The  ])roijjrcss  of  i;()od  taste  in  Mn^Iand  (hiiinii; 
the  last  iiunched  years  lias  bi'eii  in  iiothinii;  more 
signally  shown  than  in  gardens  and  pleasme 
grounds.  There  is  a  striking  remark  of  Lord 
Bacon  on  this  subject:  **  Further,  a  man  shall  see 
"  that  when  ages  atlwniee  in  ei\ility  and  pohteness, 
"  men  come  to  bnikl  stately  sooni-r  tlian  to  garden 
**  finely,  as  if  gardening  was  the  greater  per- 
*'  fection."  Yet  Bacon  himsell'  may  be  considered 
to  afford  an  instance  of  the  inferior  taste  which  he 
commemorates  ;  when  in  his  Essay  on  Gardens  he 
goes  on  to  recommend  for  his  model  a  ])erfect 
square,  intersected  by  trim  hedges.  Later  in  liis 
century  tlie  examples  of  France  and  Holland  led 
us  to  still  more  fantastic  ornaments,  and  still  more 
formal  synnnetry.  But  the  reaction  of  which  Kent 
was  the  founder,  Po])e  the  ])oet,  and  Horace  'Wal- 
lH)le  the  historian,  increased  uncK'r  (Jeoige  the 
Third.  So  complete  has  it  proved,  that  at  present 
througliout  the  whole  of  England  there  remains, 
perhaps,  scarcely  more  than  one  private  garden 
presenting    in    all    its    j)arts    an     entire    and    true 

*  His  toniporibiis  multi  Anglorum  gcntis  nobiles  et  ignobiles, 
viri  et  fccmintr,  duces  et  prinintei!,  divini  amoris  instinotii, 
"Romam  venire  consucvcrunt.  (  Taul  Wanufiid,  Do  Gfst.  Lan- 
gob.  lib.  vi.  c.  37.) 
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(11  A  1'.    saiiii)K'  of  till'  old  (K-siirns.      '^lli^  i>  ;it  llu'  line  olil 

, ['_ ,   ^rat  o("  Li-\i'iis  lu-ar  Kiiulal.      'riuTi',  aloiiu;  a  wide 

LiiLuv-  extent  ot'  tcrraccil  walks  and  walls,  cables  oi"  holly 
TiKKAM.  .jj^^i  p^.^^-jjcks  ot"  vcw  still  (ind  with  each  retnrnini:: 
snnnner  their  winns  clipped  ami  their  talons  pared. 
There  a  stati-ly  ri-innanl  ol'  thi'  ancient  rifo.MKNoins 
— such  as  the  I'Venchnien  tanij,ht  onr  lathers,  rather 
I  would  say  to  build  than  })lant  —  along  which,  in 
days  ofold,  stalked  the  gentlemen  with  periwigs  and 
swords,  the  ladies  in  hoops  and  I'urbeiows — may  still 
to  this  day  be  seen.  Some  traces  of  the  same  taste 
may  also  be  explored  elsewhere,  lint  haj)i)ilv,  in  the 
\ast  majority  of  cases,  the  time  has  long  since  gone 
l)y  when  the  beauty  of  trees  was  thought  to  be 
])ronioted  by  the  assiduous  use  of  the  shears,  or 
w  hen  a  close  connexion  was  sought  to  be  established 
bi'tween  the  sciences  ot"  niatheniatics  and  of  gar- 
dening. 

This  improvement,  like  several  others,  was  at 
lea>t  in  some  degree  j)romoted  by  the  exam])le  of 
(jcorge  the  Thiril.  His  Majesty  honcMued  with 
his  favoural)le  notice,  and  admitted  to  his  familiar 
converse  (sometimes  on  politics  also)  tlu'  piiiicipal 
designer  of  gardens  in  the  ni'w  taste,  Mr.  Lancelot 
Brown.  That  gentleman  had  been  iiom  his  boy- 
iiood  a  servant  of  the  House  of  (irenville,  and 
rose  bv  his  merii  to  be  hi'ad-gardcnir  at  Stowe, 
until,  on  the  reconmientlation  of  Lord  ('(tbham,  he 
was  a))p()inted  by  CJeorgi'  thi'  Si'cond  lo  llie  same 
|)lace  at  Hamj)ton  Court.  Al  a  later  j)eri()il,  he 
undertook    the   profc-ssion  (»f  "  ini|)i()\  i  r,"  and  was 
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comnionl\-    known    hv    tlir    u:\u\c    of    "  Capahilitv   C  11  A  r. 

I  •  f    V 

•*  Brown"  from    his  ficcjiicnL    nsc  of  that  word   in    ^ '    . 

spcakinq-  of  any  ^rouiuls  snhrnillcd  to  his  skill,  imuv- 
Ile  Was  a  man  of  strict  i)robity  :  ami  iar  nnlike  '^'"■,'^"'" 
most  ])romotcrs  of  any  new  system,  coiild  see  the 
necessity  of  occasional  deviation  fiom  his  rnles. 
Thus,  when  the  King  proposed  to  him  to  la\'  out 
afresh  tlie  gardens  at  Hampton  Court,  lie  liad  tiie 
good  sense  and  manliness  to  decline  the  unpro- 
mising attempt.* 


*  On  Lancelot  Brown  see  two  notes  in  the  Cliatham  Papers, 
vol.  iv.  p.  178.  and  4-30.  See  also  Uvedale  Price's  Essay  on 
the  Picturesque,  vol.  i.  p.  258.  It  was  Brown  who,  at  Blen- 
heim, converted  a  low  marsh  and  scanty  rill  into  a  vast  expanse 
of  water  ;  thus  unconsciously  depriving  of  all  sting  the  epigram 
against  the  stately  bridge  which  the  great  Duke  had  built. 
"  The  lofty  arch  his  high  ambition  shows, 
"  The  stream  an  emblem  of  his  bounty  flows  I " 
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DOCUMI-NTS  FOR  THE  AMEKICAN  WAR. 
1774—1783. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  writer 
of  this  History  by  Robert  Southey,  Esq. 

Kesii'ich,  August  1 3.  1 832. 

"  When  Jarcd  Sparks  was  in  England  about  five  years  ago, 
"our  State  Papers  relating  to  Anieriea  during  the  "War  were 
"  examined  in  consequence  of  his  inquiries.  It  was  then  thought 
"  that  our  own  story  would  bear  telling  and  ought  to  be  told,  and 
"  a  circuitous  application  was  made  to  me  to  know  whether  I 
"  would  undertake  it.  I  declined  the  proposal,  because  great  part 
"  of  my  life  had  been  passed  in  preparing  for  other  subjects,  and 
"  if  they  were  left  unfinished  that  labour  would  be  lost.  But  tlie 
"  American  War  is  a  fine  subject,  and  treated  as  you  would  treat 
"it,  with  the  same  perfect  fairness  as  the  Succession  War,  its 
''  history  would  vindicate  the  honor  of  this  country,  at  the  same 
"time  that  it  rendered  full  justice  to  tlie  opposite  cause." 


Highly  as  I  prizctl  my  lamented  friend  Mr.  Snuthey's  good 
opinion,  I  do  not  insert  his  letter  without  great  doubt  and  hesi- 
tation, on  account  of  the  compliment  to  myself  which  it  con- 
tains. But  I  feel  desirou.s  to  record,  in  his  own  words,  the 
proposal  made  to  him,  so  much  to  his  honor,  by  the  British 
Government,  to  undertake  a  History  of  the  American  AVar  — 
the  sources  from  which,  in  his  opinion,  that  history  might  be 
derived  —  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  should  be  written. 
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Since  that  time  I  liave  lia.l  full  opportunity,  like  Mr.  Jarcd 
Sparks,  to  examine  the  despatches  to  and  from  America  in  our 
State  Paper  OfTicc.  It  seemed  to  me,  however,  that  the  inform- 
ation which  tln'y  convey  has  been,  to  a  great  extent,  antici- 
pated by  the  large  extracts  laid  before  Parliament  from  time  to 
time,  as  also  by  the  pamphlets  and  speeches  of  British  generals, 
as  Howe  and  Burgoyne. 

Since  Mr.  Southey's  letter,  and  according  to  his  expectation, 
further  and  valuable  extracts  from  these  documents  have  been 
]mblished  by  Mr.  Jared  Sparks,  in  the  notes  to  the  collected 
ejitiun  of  Washington's  writings.  !Mr.  Sparks's  own  share  in 
these  notes  and  illustrations  is  written  not  only  with  much 
ability,  but  in  a  spirit,  on  must  points,  of  candour  and  fairness  ; 
and  the  whole  collection  is  of  great  historical  interest  and  im- 
portance. I  am  bound,  however,  not  to  conceal  the  opinion 
I  have  formed,  that  Mr.  Si)arks  has  printed  no  part  of 
tlie  correspondence  precisely  as  Washington  wrote  it,  but 
has  greatly  altered,  and,  as  he  thinks,  corrected  and  embel- 
lished it.  Such  a  liberty  with  the  writings  of  such  a  man 
might  be  justifiable,  nay,  even  in  some  respects  necessary,  if 
"Washington  and  his  j)rincipal  contemporaries  had  been  still 
alive;  but  the  date  of  this  publication  (the  year  183H)  leaves, 
as  I  conceive,  no  adequate  vindication  for  tampering  witli  the 
truth  of  history. 

The  ciiargc  which  1  make  upon  this  subject  is  mainly  de- 
rived from  a  comparison  of  Washington's  letters  to  President 
Keed  (which  in  Heed's  recent  biography  are  printed  precisely 
from  the  original  MSS.),  and  the  same  letters  as  they  appear 
in  Mr.  Sparks's  collection.  Here  follow  some  extracts  from 
both  placed  side  by  side.  I  have  purposely  selected  these  ex- 
tracts of  diflerent  kinds,  some  in  which  the  .-^ense  —  others  in 
which  only  the  form  of  words  —  is  tampered  with. 

As  dntrrctl  Washhuilim  u-rote.  As  Mr.  S}Hirks  luts  published. 

, \.v.\Y\.n  or  NovKMnr.u '.'o.  1775. 

' '         "  (  )iir     ni-cally    |)riv.iteers-  "  Our  privnteerHmen  po  on 
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nifn    go   on   at    the    old    rate,  at  tin;  oM    ratf,  imitinyinj:  it 

mutinying  if  they  cannot  do  they  cannot  do  as  tlioy  please." 
as  they  please." 


177. 


LETTER   ()!■    NOVEMnER  2R.    1775. 


(In  the  Connecticut  troops) 
"such  a  dirty  mercenary 
spirit  pervades  the  whole. 

"Pray  impress  this  upon 
the  members  and  the  neces- 
sity of  forwarding  the  last 
sum  voted,  as  100,000  df)llars 
will  be  but  a  lloa-bite  at  pre- 
sent. 

"I  find  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  Aids  to  the 
Commander-in-chief  should  be 
ready  at  their  pen  (which  I 
believe  Mr.  White  is  not)  to 
give  that  ready  assistance 
which  is  expected  of  them  ;  I 
shall  make  a  lame  hand,  there- 
fore, to  have  two  of  this 
kidney." 


(In  tlie  Connecticut  troops) 
"such  a  mercenary  spirit  per- 
vades tlie  whole. 

"Pray  impress  this  upon 
the  members  and  the  neces- 
sity of  forwarding  the  last  sum 
votrd,  as  100,(MK)  dollars  will 
be  totally  inadetjuate  to  our 
demands  at  this  time. 

"I  find  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  Aids  to  the 
Commander-in-chief  should  be 
ready  at  their  pen  (which  I 
believe  Mr.  White  is  not)  to 
render  that  assistance  which 
is  expected  of  them." 


LETTER  OF   DECEMBER   1/5.    I7T5. 


"If  this  has  given  rise  to 
the  jealousy,  I  cannot  say  that 
I  am  sorry  for  it. 

"We  have  not  at  this  time 
money  enough  in  camp  to 
answer  the  Commissary's  and 
Quartermaster's  accounts.much 
less  to  pay  and  advance  to  the 
troops.    Strange  conduct  this! 


'■  If  tiiis  has  given  ri.sc  to 
the  jealousy,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  am  sorry  for  it. 

"AVe  have  not  at  this  time 
money  enough  in  camp  to 
answer  the  Commissary's  and 
(Quartermaster's  accounts,much 
less  to  pay  the  troops." 
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.l*  Mr.  S/Mirks  liax  pu/tliahal. 
(Omitted ). 


.Is  (hnrrnl  WnshimjUm  wrod: 

"  li'  tilt'  ViiL'iiiiaiis  ari-  wise 
tliat  arch-traitor  to  Xhr  ri;ilits 
of  liiiinaiiity.  Lord  Diiiiniori-, 
sliould  be  instantly  crusln'd,  if 
it  takos  the  force  of  the  whole 
colony  to  do  it  ;  t)tlierwise,  like 
a  snow-l)all,  in  rolling  his  army 
will  get  size  —  some  through 
fear,  some  through  promises, 
and  some  through  ineli nation 
jniiiing  his  standard.  But  that 
whieli  renders  the  measure  in- 
dispensably necessai-y  is  —  the 
negroes." 

LETTER  OF  DECEMBER  25.   1775. 

"  1  do  not  very  well  under-  "  I  do  not  very  much  under- 


stand a  paragraph  in  your 
letter,  which  seems  to  be  taken 
from  mine  to  Colonel  ILineoek, 
expressive   of  the  unwilling- 


stand  a  paragraph  in  your 
letter,  which  seems  to  be  taken 
from  mine  to  Colonel  Hancock, 
expressive  of  the   unwilling- 


ness of  the  Connecticut  troops       ness  of  the  Connecticut  troops 


to  be  deemed  Continental.  If 
you  did  not  misconceive  what 
Col.  Hancock  read,  he  read 
what  I  never  wrote,  as  there 
is  no  expression  in  any  of  my 
letters,  that  I  can  either  recol- 
lect or  find  that  has  a  tend- 
ency that  way." 

LETTl.U  or  .LWl'AlfV  -M.  177'. 
" 'rh(;  uiilortunate  repulse  (Omitted), 
of  our  troops  at  (Quebec,  the 
death  of  the  brave  and  much 
to  be  lamented  (Ic  ueral  Mont- 
goMH'ry,  and  tlie  wounding  of 
Arnold,  will,  I  b-ar,  give  a  very 


to  be  deemed  Continental. 
There  is  no  expression  in  any 
of  my  letters,  that  I  can  either 
recollect  or  find,  tliat  has  u 
tendency  that  way." 
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As  (icncral  Wnxltitnjloii  wrote. 

unfavournblt;  turn  to  our  af- 
fairs in  tiiat  (iiiartor,  as  1  iiavc 
no  oj»inion  at  all  of  Wooster'a 
enterprising  genius." 

LETTER   OF   FKHIU  ARY   lo, 

"The  Congress,  as  you  ob-  (Omitted), 
serve,  expect,  I  believe,  that 
I  should  do  more  than  others  : 
—  for  whilst  tlicy  compel  me 
to  enlist  men  without  a  boun- 
ty, they  give  forty  dollai\s  to 
others ;  which  will  I  expect 
put  a  stand  to  our  enlistment. 
For,  notwithstanding  all  the 
public  virtue  which  is  ascribed 
to  these  people  (in  Massachu- 
setts), there  is  no  nation  under 
tiie  sun,  that  I  ever  came 
across,  pays  greater  adoration 
to  money  than  they  do. 

"  We  have  had  the  most  la- 
borious piece  of  work  at  Lech- 
mere's  Point,  on  account  of 
the  frost,  that  ever  you  saw." 


.'1'.  Ml.  SjHii/c  lint  iiulAisUvd. 


Mil). 


""Wc  have  bad  a  most 
laborious  piece  of  work  at 
Lechmcrc's  Point  on  account 
of  the  frost." 


LETTER  OF  FEBRUARY  2fi.   1776. 
"  We  have  got  some  heavy  "  We  have  got  some  heavy 


pieces  of  ordnance  placed  there, 
two  platforms  fixed  for  mor- 
tars, and  every  thing,  but  the 
thing,  ready  for  any  ofTensivc 
operation." 

LETTER   OF   MARCH 


pieces  ofordnance  placed  there, 
two  platforms  fixed  for  mor- 
tars, and  every  thing  ready 
for  any  offensive  operation." 


1776. 


"The  drift  and  design  (of  "The  drift  and  design  (of 

Great   Britain)    are    obvious.       Great    Britain)   are   obvious, 

aA 
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j--_-                 At  General  Washington  wrote.  As  Mr.  SjHirks  has  pulilishctL 

^ I>iit  is  it  possible  that  niiy  son-  but  is  it  possibk'  tlint  any  son- 

viible but  enough,  or  else,  sible  nation  upon  earth  eun  be 

upon  a  subject  bo  copious,  I  imposed  upon  by  sucli  a  eob- 
shouhl  enter  upon  my  lifth  web  scheme  or  gauze  cover- 
sheet  of  paper,"  '"g-" 

It  wouUl  be  easy  to  carry  these  extracts  much  further,  but  the 
foregoing  are  surely  more  than  sufficient  to  justify  the  distrust 
I  have  intimated.  —  I  know  not  whether  my  readers  will  coneur 
with  me  in  liking  "Washington's  own  and,  though  home-spun, 
excellent  cloth,  much  better  than  the  "cobweb  schemes  or 
gauze  coverings"  whicii  have,  it  seems,  been  manufactured  in 

its  place. 

M. 
July,  1851. 


LIEUT.-COL.    SMIIH    TO   COVKIINOU    GAGE. 

[State  Taper  Oflice.] 

Biisfon.  Ajnil  22.  ITTo. 
Sir, 
In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commands,  I  marched  on 
the  evening  of  the  18th  inst.  with  the  corps  of  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry  for  Concord,  to  execute  your  Excellency's  orders 
with  respect  to  destroying  all  ammunition,  artillery,  tents, 
Hv.,  collected  there,  which  was  elfected,  having  knocked  off  the 
trunnions  of  three  pieces  of  iron  ordnance,  some  new  gun  car- 
riages, a  great  number  of  carriage  wheels  burnt,  a  considerable 
(lunntity  of  flour,  some  gunpowder  and  musquet  balls,  with 
other  small  articles  thrown  into  the  river.  Notwithstanding 
we  marcheil  with  tin-  utmost  expedition  and  secrecy,  we  foutxl 
the  country  had  intelligence  or  strong  suspieion  of  our  com- 
ing, aiul  lin'(l  many  signal  gtins,  and  rung  the  alarm  bells 
repeatedly  ;  and  were  informed,  when  at  Concord,  that  some 
cannon  had  b<iti   takfu  out  of  the  town  that  d:iy,  that  others. 
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witli   some   stores,  lia<l   been    carried    thnc  days    Ix-foro,  wliidi        177". 

prevented  our  having  an  o])|)()rtnnity  of  ilestroying  so  niiicli  a-^    * < ' 

might  have  been  expected  at  our  first  setting  olT. 

I  tliink  it  proper  to  observe,  that  when  I  had  got  some  miles 
on  the  march  I'roni  IJoston,  1  detached  six  liglit  infantry  com- 
panies to  march  with  all  expedition  to  seize  the  two  bridges  on 
dilVerent  roads  beytmd  Concord.      On    these  companies'  arrival 
at  Lexington,   I  understand,  from  the  report  of  Major  I'itcairn, 
who  was  with  them,  and  from  many  oilicers,  that  they  found  on 
a  green  close  to  the  road  a  body  of  the  country  people  drawn 
up  in  military  order,  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  as  ap- 
peared after,  loaded  ;  and  that  they  had  posted  some  men  in  a 
dwelling  and  fleeting-house.     Our   troops    advanced   towards 
them,  without  any  intention  of  injuring  them,  further  than    to 
inquire  the  reason  of  their  being  tlius  assembled,  and,  if  not 
satisfactory,  to  have  secured  their  arras  ;  but  they  in  confusion 
went  off,  principally  to  the  left,  only  one  of  them  Gred  before 
he   went  otV,  and   three  or  four  more  jumped  over  a  wall  and 
fired  from  behind  it  among  the  soldiers  ;  on  which  the  troops 
i-eturned  it,  and  killed  several  of  them.     They  likewise  fired 
on  the  soldiers  from  the  INIecting  and  dwelling-house.      We 
had  one    man   wounded,    and   Major  Pitcairn's  horse   shot  in 
two  places.     Rather  earlier  than  this,  on  the  road,  a  country- 
man from  behind  a  wall  had  snapped  his  piece  at  Lieutenants 
Adair  and  Sutherland,  but  it  flashed  and  did  not  go  ofl'.     After 
this  we  saw  some   in  the   woods,  but  marched  on  to  Concord 
without  anything  further  happening.      "While  at  Concord  we 
saw  vast  numbers    assembling   in   many  parts  ;  at   one  of  the 
bridges  they  marched  down,  with  a  very  considerable  botly,  on 
the  light  infantry  posted  there.     On  their  coming  pretty  near, 
one  of  our  men  fired  on  them,  which  they  returned  ;  on  which 
an  action  ensued,  and  some  few  were  killed   and  wounded.      In 
this  afiair,  it   appears  that  after  the   bridge  was  quitted,  they 
scalped  and  otiierwise   ill-treated  one   or  two  of  the  men  who 
were  either  killed  or  severely  wounded,  being  seen  by  a  party 
that  marched  by  soon   after.      At  Concord  we  found  very  few 
inhabitants  in  the  town;  those  we  met  with,  both  Major  Pit- 
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177.").       cairn  iiinl    inysclf  look  :ill    pos.>ililf    pains  to   convince  that  \vc 

— , '    meant  tlioni  no  injury,  and  tliat  if  tluy  opened  (heir  tloors  when 

reiiuircd  to  search  for  military  stores,  not  the  slightest  mischief 
would  be  done.  Wc  had  opporlunies  of  convincing  them  of 
our  good  intentions,  but  they  were  sulky  ;  and  one  of  them  even 
struck  Major  Pitcairn.  On  our  leaving  Conconl  to  return  to 
Boston,  they  began  to  lire  on  us  from  behind  the  walls,  ditches, 
trees,  &c.,  which,  as  we  marched,  increased  to  a  very  great 
degree,  and  continued  without  the  intermission  of  five  minutes 
altogether,  for,  I  believe,  upwards  of  eighteen  miles  ;  so  that  I 
can't  think  but  it  must  have  been  a  preconcerted  scheme  in 
them,  to  attack  the  King's  troops  the  first  favourable  opportu- 
nity that  olfercd,  otherwise  I  think  they  could  not,  in  so  short 
a  time  as  from  our  marching  out,  have  raised  such  a  numerous 
body,  and  for  so  great  a  space  of  ground.  Notwithstanding  the 
enemy's  numbers,  they  did  not  make  one  gallant  attempt  during 
so  long  an  action,  though  our  men  were  so  very  much  fatigued, 
but  kept  under  cover. 

1  have  the  honor,  8tc. 

F.  Smith,  Lt.-Col.  loth  Foot. 


f:i)W".   GIBHON,   ESQ.,  TO   EDW".    EI.IOT.   E.S(i. 
[Eliot  MSS.] 

{Extract. ) 

Loudon,  May  31.  177o. 

Y<n;  have  seen  by  the  papers  the  unpleasant  news  from 
America  ;  unplea-sant,  a.s  a  single  drop  of  blood  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  signal  of  civil  war.  For  otherwise  it  was  not  an 
engagement,  much  less  a  defeat.  The  King's  trooj)s  were  or- 
dered to  <lestroy  a  magazine  at  Concord.  They  marched,  di<l 
llieir  buniness,  an<l  returned;  but  they  were  freijuently  lire<l  at 
from  bthinil   stone  walls,  and  from  the  windows  in  the  village.s. 
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It  WHS  to  those  houses  tlicy  wore  <>l)lif;o(l  to  si't  fire.     Knsi^'n        177". 

Gould  (of  Northamptonshire)  had  been  hit  with  twelve  men  to   >^ ' 

guard  a  brhlge,  and  was  taken  prisoner.  'I'lie  nt-xt  day,  the 
I'rovineial  (.'ongrcss  sent  a  vessel,  without  her  freight,  express 
to  England;  no  letters  were  ])ut  on  hoard  I)ut  their  own,  nor 
did  the  erew  know  tlieir  destination  till  they  were  on  the  hanks 
of  Newfoundland;  so  that  (lovernnient  has  not  any  authentic 
account.  The  master  says  that  the  day  after  tiie  engagement 
the  country  rose,  and  that  he  left  Boston  invested  by  ]'>()() 
tents,  with  cannon,  and  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ward, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  a  provincial  regiment  in  the  last  war; 
but  unless  fanaticism  gets  the  better  of  self-preservation,  they 
must  soon  disperse,  as  it  is  the  season  for  sowing  their  Indian 
corn,  the  chief  sustenance  of  New  England.  Such,  at  least,  is 
the  opinion  of  Governor  Hutchinson,  from  whom  1  have  these 
particulars. 


LORD  NORTH  TO  TIIE  DUKE  OF  GRAFTON. 

On  August  31.  l77o,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  written  to 
Lord  North,  urging  conciliation  with  America,  and  asking,  "  If 
Parliament  meets  early,  might  not  the  two  Houses  address  his 
Majesty  that  orders  should  be  given  to  his  General  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  rebel  army  that,  from  various  motives  of  tender- 
ness, affection,  and  humanity,  no  hostile  steps  should  be  taken 
until  the  issue  should  be  known,  in  case  the  colonies  would 
depute  persons  to  state  to  Parliament  their  wishes  and  ex- 
pectations ?  " 

To  that  letter,  after  seven  weeks,  the  Duke  received  the 
following  rei)ly  :  — 

Doicmng  Street,  Oct.  20.  1775. 
My  dear  Lord, 

I  DEFERRED  answering  your  Grace's  very  obliging  and  friendly 

letter  till   I  could,  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  certainty,  convey 
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ITT"*.       to  yon  the  poin-rul  outline  of  our  Amerienu    pluii.     For  that 

^ ^ '    purpose,  I  take  the  liberty  of  enelosiiig  a  draft  of  the    Kinj^'s 

speceh,  which  is  now  so  nearly  completed,  that  it  will,  I  believe, 
undergo  very  few  alterations  before  it  is  delivered  in  I'ar- 
liament.  It  is  longer  and  fuller  than  speeches  at  the  opening 
of  sessions  have  usually  been,  because  it  was  intended  to  give 
a  general  plan  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued  against  the 
American  rebels. 

Your  humble  servant,  and,  I  believe  I  may  add,  his  Ma- 
jesty's other  counsellors,  still  remain  ready  to  agree  with  any 
province  in  America  upon  the  footing  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  27th  of  February  last.  But  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion  in  the  colonies  plainly  declare  them- 
selves not  satisfied  with  those  conditions,  and  manifestly  aim  at 
a  total  independence.  Against  this  we  propose  to  exert  our- 
selves, using  every  species  of  force  to  reduce  them  ;  but  autho- 
rising, at  the  same  time,  either  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
some  other  Commissioner,  to  proclaim  immediately  peace  and 
pardon,  and  to  restore  all  the  privileges  of  trade,  to  any  colony 
upon  its  submission.  Authority  will  likewise  be  given  to  settle 
the  question  of  taxation  for  the  future  upon  the  plan  held 
forth  last  year,  and  to  put  every  other  matter  now  in  dispute 
between  tlienj  and  this  country  in  a  course  of  accommodation. 
Till  the  provinces  have  made  some  submission,  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  hope  that  they  will  come  into  any  reasonable  terms,  and 
I  am  afraid  that  declaring  a  cessatitm  of  arms,  at  this  time, 
wouM  establish  that  independence  which  the  leaders  of  the 
faction  in  America  have  always  intended,  and  which  they  now 
almost  openly  avow.  1  beg  pardon  of  your  (iraee  for  touching 
on  these  matters  so  slightly  and  superficially,  but  I  siiall  be 
glad  of  an  op|)ortunity  «if  going  into  the  business  more  largely 
when  yf»ur  Grace  comes  to  town.  In  tlii'  nieaiiuhile,  1  must 
desire  you  not  to  comniuni<'ate  tli<!  inclosed  speech  to  any  one, 
a.s  it  is  not  yet  entirely  perfect,  and  has  not  been  finally 
nettled  in  the  Cabinet. 

I  have  (he  honour  to  be,  ikr. 

Noiiiii. 


Ai'ri:M)i\.  xui 


HKilir   HON.   JAMKS   GUKNVILLE    JO    lOlil)    MAHOS.         ' 

Jiiitkltj/i,  jXor.  2!».   ITTo. 

I  REJOICE,  my   dear  Lord,   that  you  and  your  coini)anion   re- 
turned safe  and  well  Iroin  your  oxi>edititjn  to  Bath.      Certaiidy 
1  connnitted  a  sad  blunder  in  inviting  you  to  eome  so  far,  at 
such  a  season  of  the  year,  to  participate  of  so  poor  an  entertain- 
ment.    I  am  now  told  the  reasons  of  our  disappointment ;   but 
I  should  have  better  known  them  before.     The  greater  part  of 
our  worthy  friends  in  the  Corporation,  with  all  their  bluster  of 
virtue,  publie  spirit,  and  disinterestedness,  were,  it  seems,  over- 
whelmed in  debts  to  their  late  representative,  Mr.  Smith.     His 
executors,  not  having  the  same  reasons  for  acquiescence  with 
their  principal,  have  called  upon  some  of  them  to  discharge,  not 
their   consciences   by   their  votes,  but  their  bonds  by  an  early 
payment.     This  has  occasioned  a  transfer  of  stock   privately 
transacted  with  their  present  member,  who  succeeds  to  his  pre- 
decessor's  bonds    and    seat,   though   not   to   his  Parliamentary 
conduct.     If  the  parties  had  been,  what  they  were  not,  Iree  to 
choose,  I  have  still  reason  to  believe  you  would  have  been  their 
choice.    They  could  not  have  made  a  better  ;  and  my  endeavour 
would  not  have  proved  abortive,  but  expense,  pride,  pleasure, 
and  dissipation  made  havoc  everywhere  ;  and  no  nation  upon 
earth  is  more  enslaved  than  this.     I  wish  that  even  the  Gentle 
Dove  of  Worcester  may  have  none  of  its  feathers  rumpled ! 
You  will  probably  think  that  I  have  a  bad  hand  at  pointing  out 
the  road  that  leads  successfully  to  a  seat  in  Parliament,  where 
I  most  heartily  wish  to  see  you  placed,  for  reasons  very  different 
from  my  friends  at  Bath.     However,  permit  me  to  mention  it 
to  you,  though  it  is  not  entirely  suited   to  your  temper   and 
genius  :  Be  deaf  to  the  call  of  every   principle   in  human  so- 
ciety ;  be  fond  of  shedding  blood,  of  inciting  the  slave  to  murder 
his  master  in  his  sleep,  of  arming  savages  to  kill  the  child,  and 
to  tear  the  flesh  from  the  head  of  the  mother ;  swear  and  for- 
swear that  250  are  more  than  1100  or  1,100,0001     Do  this,  and 
be  ready  to  do  every  thing  else,  and  you  shall  infallibly  succeed 
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177.').       ill  L'tttinL'  into  Piirliaiucnt.     1  tlioiit^lit  it  |in>iM  r  for  nio  to  sub- 

* '    iiiit  tlu'se  few  liints  to  }'t>ur  con.Hidcratioii  l»y  way  of  coinpcnsft- 

tioii  (as  they  are  very  valuable)  for  tlie  unlucky  trouble  I  lately 
pave  you.  If  you  pardon  it  for  my  good  intentions,  no  harm  is 
done,  and  all  is  well. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  from  your  accounts,  and  from  those 
I  have  lately  received  from  Hayes,  that  there  is  no  omcndment 
yet  made  in  the  state  of  Lord  Chatham's  health  ; 

And  remain  ever  yours,  &c. 

James  Gren\'ille. 


MU.   FOX  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  GUAFTON. 

London,  December  4.  177o. 
My  deak  Lord, 

As  your  Grace  seemed  to  wish  to  be  informed  of  anything 
of  moment  that  might  be  going  forward  during  your  absence,  I 
think  it  right  to  inclose  you  the  Bill  which  has  been  read  a 
second  time  in  our  House,  and  which  we  are  to  Lave  in  the 
Committee  to-morrow.  Ujmn  reading  this  Bill  you  will  sec  in 
a  moment  that  it  contains  the  whole  of  the  business  of  the 
Session,  and  therefore  I  own  I  tliink  it  ought  not  to  go  through 
the  House  of  Lords  without  any  remarks  upon  it.  It  puts  us 
in  a  state  of  complete  war  with  America,  and,  by  the  plunder  it 
encourages,  it  seems  to  sow  the  seed  of  a  perpetual  enmity 
with  those  with  whom  all  parties  propose  friendship  and  inter- 
course. 

The  two  last  provisions  of  it  avowedly  contain  all  that  Par- 
liamt.-nt  is  to  do  with  respect  to  the  Commissioners,  so  that 
you  see  how  little  we  are  to  know  of  the  destinations  and  in- 
structions of  those  to  whom  the  whole  power  of  this  country  is 
entrusted.  It  certainly  cannot  come  into  the  House  of  Lords 
before  the  beginning  of  next  week,  ami  \\liat  oppo.-ition  is  in- 
tended to  it  then  I  really  do  not  know,  but  dearly  think 
there  ought  to  be  some.  There  are  many  objections  I  have 
not  touched  upon,  particularly  tliat  of  jriving  the  whole  trade 
into  tin-  p<jwer  of  the  West  Indian  (iovernt^rs.      We  do  not  yet 
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know   wlio   aio  iiitt'iidcd  to   bo   sent   a.s   CominissionerB.     Tho       IT?.'. 

report  is  tliat  Lord  IIowo  ia  to  be  one.     I  tliought  it  necessary,    "^ 

my  dear  Lord,  to  write  to  you  upon  this  subject  early,  because 
I  should  iningiue  that,  with  regard  to  the  opposition  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  nnuh  would  depend  upon  your  opinion,  whidi 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  know.  Though  I  wrote  this  letter 
nierely  with  a  view  of  aetjuainting  you  with  the  state  of  this 
Hill,  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  go  by,  of  assuring  you  how 
very  happy  I  feel  to  be  of  opinion,  on  public  afTairs,  with  a 
person  ^vith  whom  I  have  always  wished  to  agree,  and  with 
whom  I  should  act  with  more  pleasure  in  any  possible  situation 
than  Avith  any  one  I  have  been  acquainted  with.  There  is  a 
report  of  an  engagement  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which  the  Pro- 
vincials are  said  to  have  had  an  advantage ;  but  I  believe  it  to 
be  without  foundation. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  very  sincerely, 

C.  J.  Fox. 


Mil.   FOX   TO  THE   DUKE    OF    GRAFTON. 

Lo»(Iu?>,  December  12.  ITTo. 
My  deak  Lord, 

As  you  expressed  a  wish  to  know  the  day  on  which  the 
"  Prohibitoi'y  Bill,"  as  it  is  called,  was  to  be  debated,  Lord 
Rockingham  is  just  going  to  send  to  you  for  that  purpose,  and 
he  seems  to  wish  me  to  write  at  the  same  time.  I  have  really 
but  little  to  add  to  what  I  Avrote  your  Grace  upon  that  subject 
before.  I  will  only  observe  that  if  you  read  the  Bill  attentively, 
you  will  find  there  are  some  circumstances  in  it  that  are  rather 
new,  particularly  the  confounding  of  all  West  In<lian,  and  even 
British  property,  with  American,  if  liappening  to  be  on  board 
an  American  vessel. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  will  certainly  be  in  town,  and,  I 
suppose,  the  Duke  of  Manchester.  With  regard  to  the  other 
Lords  of  the  description  you  allude  to,  I  really  know  nothing; 
but  I  should  suppose  Lord  Shclburne  will  be  there,  as  he  is  in 
town.     Upon  all  these  circumstances,  your  Grace  must  judge 
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177").      of  the  propriety  of  coming  or  staying;  I  will  only  say,  that 

^ y '   whatever  part  you  take,  I  for  one  shall  never  attribute  it  to 

any  want  of  zeal  in  a  cause  in  which,  the  moment  it  is  seen  in 
the  light  in  which  we  see  it,  must  appear  to  be  the  greatest  that 
ever  engaged  any  men. 

I  shall  certainly  do  myself  the  honor  of  paying  my  respects 
to  your  (irace  at  Euston  during  the  recess;  but  Harbinger  has 
been  so  ill,  that  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  assist  j-'ou  in  making  a 
sweepstakes. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  ever  very  sincerely, 

C.  J.  Fox. 


CHARGE  OF  TECULATION  AGAINST  MR.  SAMUEL  ADAMS, 

With  respect  to  the  charge  which  Dr.  Gordon  has  brought 
against  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and  which  I  have  quoted  in  Chap. 
LIV.,  I  have  been  enabled,  through  the  kindness  of  an  Ame- 
rican friend,  himself  of  high  literary  eminence,  to  ascertain,  by 
private  letters  addressed  to  him  for  my  information,  the  judg- 
ment which  two  of  the  principal  writers  and  historical  critics 
now  living  in  the  United  States  have  formed.  One  of  them 
(who  has  since  obtained  attested  copies  of  some  of  the  original 
accounts)  is,  I  find,  clear  and  positive  in  his  denial,  the  other 
less  decided.  Both  of  them,  however,  are  equally  convinced 
that  there  was  no  intentional  corruption  or  embezzlement ;  and 
the  latter  gentleman  observes : —  "  The  worst  that  can  be  made 
of  the  case  is,  that  Adams  was  as  careless  of  the  public  money 
as  of  his  own." 

It  is  certainly  true,  as  urged  by  the  former  gentleman,  that 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Gordon  docs  not  rank  high  on  any  disputed 
point,  and  that  several  inaccurate  statements  may  be  i)roved 
against  him  ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  me  that  any 
historian,  however  humble,  must  have  considerable  prima  facie 
weight  whenever  he  makes  admissions  against  tiie  party  which 
lie  zealously  and  sincerely  espouses. 

ISIr.  Samuel  Adams,  while  at  the  seat  of  Congrass,  appears  to 
have  lived  very  plainly  and  at  slight  expense ;  and  his  tradi- 
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tioiial  c'liaracter  al   this  day    in  llic  rnili<l    Status,  as    \\t:   may        1777. 

learn  from  Mr.  Everett's  address  on  the   anniversary   of   L»^x-    ^ ' 

ington,  is  that  of  "  incorruptible  poverty."  Tlie  Marfjuis  de 
Cliastellux,  who  went  to  visit  him  at  Philadelphia  in  1780,  <le- 
scribes  the  meanness  of  his  aspect —  "son  exterieur  simple  et 
mesquin  ;"  which,  he  says,  "  semble  fait  pour  contraster  avcc  la 
force  et  I'etendue  de  ses  pensecs."  {Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  182.) 
I  observe  that  Mi-.  John  Adams,  in  one  passage  of  his  secret 
Diary,  praises  his  kinsman  for  "  steadfast  integrity,"  and  '*  real 
as  well  as  professed  piety."  (December  23.  17()o.)  l>ut  in  a 
later  entry  I  find  the  following:  —  "Mr.  Adams  was  more  cool, 
genteel,  and  agreeable,  than  common  ;  concealed  and  restrained 
his  passions.  Pie  affects  to  despise  riches,  and  not  to  dread 
poverty,  but  no  man  is  more  ambitious  of  entertaining  his 
friends  handsomely,  or  of  making  a  decent  and  elegant  appear- 
ance than  he.  lie  has  lately  new-covered  and  glazed  his 
house  (at  Boston)  ;  and  has  new-papered,  painted,  and  fur- 
nished his  rooms,  &c."  (December  30.  1772.  See  his  Works, 
vol.  ii.  pp.  163.  308.  ed.  1850.) 

July,  1851.  M. 


LORD  CHATHAM  AND  THE  DUKE  OF  GRAFTON. 

[From  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  MS.  ^Memoirs. ] 

Lord  CnATiiAM,  though  wrapped  in  flannel,  came  down  to  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  30th  May,  1777.  .  .  He  spoke  with 
his  usual  spirit,  and  appeared  to  want  no  force  of  reasoning  in 
recommending  his  measure.  On  this  occasion  it  was  particu- 
larly grateful  to  me  to  perceive  that  Lord  Chatham  was  dis- 
posed to  treat  me  with  all  the  attention  and  confidence  I  could 
wish,  in  consequence  of  some  conversations  I  understood  Lord 
Camden  and  his  Lordship  had  on  the  whole  of  my  conduct. 

Without  a  word  said  on  the  past,  I  found  him  perfectly  open 
and  communicative  to  me  directly  ;  and  so  we  remained  towards 
each  other  as  long  as  Lord  Chatham  lived. 

Pi-eviously  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  November,  1777,  on 
my  coming  to  London,  I  received  the  note  following  from  Lord 
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Cliatliam,  wliicli  I  i:lvo  witli  tlio  innro  sati8fnctii)n.a!<  it  completely 
(U'monstrates  (contrary  to  the  insimiatinns  of  many)  that  there 
subsisted  an  established  good  understanding  between  us. 


"  Lonl  C'hatliani  presents  his  respects  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
and  begs  leave  to  trouble  his  Grace  with  the  enclosed  motion, 
intended  for  the  first  day  in  the  House  of  Lords.  If  fears  for 
the-  public,  and  unfeigned  respect  for  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  may 
be  an  apology,  this  liberty  will  find  pardon." 

Jfai/cs,  Tuesdai/  iii(jht,  {Xov.  1^.  1777). 

"  His  Grace  will  perceive  the  motion  is  simple,  and  avoids  all 
entanglement  of  detail." 


It  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  describe  to  you  the  bril- 
liancy of  Lord  Chatham's  powers  as  an  orator  on  this  memorable 
occasion,  for  no  relation  can  give  more  than  a  faint  idea  of  what 
he  really  displayed.  In  this  debate  he  exceeded  all  that  I  had 
ever  admired  in  his  speaking.  Nothing  could  be  more  eloquent 
and  striking  than  the  arguments  and  language  of  his  Lordship's 
first  speech  on  moving  the  amendment  proposed,  or  which  might 
be  properly  called  a  new  Address.  But  in  Lord  Chatham's  reply 
to  Lord  Suflolk's  inlunnan  position,  "  that,  besides  the  policy 
and  necessity  of  employing  Indian  savages  in  the  war,  the 
measure  also  was  allowable  on  i)rinciple,  as  it  was  perfectly 
justifiable  to  use  every  means  that  God  and  nature  had  put  into 
our  hands,"  he  started  up  with  a  degree  of  indignation  that 
added  to  the  force  of  the  sudden  and  unexampled  burst  of 
elo(iuence,  which  njust  have  afi'eeted  any  audience,  and  which 
appeared  to  me  to  surpass  all  that  we  have  ever  heard  of  the 
ceh'brated  orators  of  Greece  or  Konie. 

MR.    I()\    TO    rill.   Dl  Ki:   OI"  (iUMTON. 

LumluiK   n,r.   \'2.   1777. 
iMv  ItKAU  L(>KI>, 

Yov  have  long  before  this  heard  of  Hurgoyne's  surrender, 
with  a!!  llie  rircunistances  attending  it.      ^'oii  will  easily  guess 


AprExnix. 

the  cfloct  produced  here  by  sucli  an  ev(  nl  upon  the  puhlic. 
But  the  raanner  and  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  principal  servantH, 
woukl,  I  believe,  astonish  you.  Lord  .SufVulk  chose  but  yester- 
day to  talk  in  a  high  tone  of  the  Vayrant  Congress,  as  he 
called  it ;  and  though  Lord  North  hinted  at  terms  to  be  now 
oflfered  to  America,  yet  he  affected  to  talk  language  of  great 
firmness  with  respect  to  himself,  and  gave  very  strong  assur- 
ance to  his  friends  tliat  he  would  not  quit  his  situation.  To 
corroborate  the  language,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  public  that  no 
negotiation  would  be  attempted  with  any  part  of  Opposition, 
Lord  Jersey  and  Hopkins  are  turned  out,  and  tiieir  places  filled, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  papers.  Tiiis  is  their  idea  of  firmness ; 
and  the  preliminary  step  they  take  towards  conciliation  with 
tlic  colonies,  is  to  show  a  determined  spirit  of  persecution 
against  all  who  ever  entertained  an  idea  of  that  sort,  becau.se 
they  were  beat  into  it.  To  do  the  public  justice,  I  do  really  be- 
lieve that  the  jNIinisters  are  hel<l  in  the  most  universal  contempt, 
both  by  friends  and  enemies  ;  but  I  do  not  yet  see  so  much  mix- 
ture of  indignation  with  that  conti-nipt  as  I  expected.  I  hope 
to  do  myself  tiie  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  in  the  course  of 
next  week,  and  of  talking  over  moi'e  at  large  the  very  singular 
and  critical  state  of  this  country. 

I  am,  &c., 

C.  J.  Fox. 
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MR.  FOX  TO  Tin:  niKE  or  cu afton. 

London,  Dtc.  1(5.  1777. 
My  dear  Lord, 

As  the  Gazette  of  to-night  is  not  likely  to  come  out  time 

enough  to  go  by  the  post,  I  write  this  to  let  you  know  (what 

you  probably  will   have  heard   from  others)    that  an   oflicer 

arrived  last   night  from   Burgoyne,  by  way  of  Quebec.      lie 

brings    letters  from  Burgoyne,  dated  October   20th,  Albany, 

confirming  all  we   had  before  heard.      The.se  letters  are  to  be 
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print. •(!  out  at  l.nirtli  \>y  tli««  iciitioiilar  iloirc'  ol  the  General 
iiiid  his  IVicmls  hero,  though  I  untlcrstami  th<ic  mr  passages  in 
them  which  our  (lovoruniciit  won't  much  hkt-  to  pul)li>*h  ;  for  if 
lam  not  mistaken,  the  orders  jrivon  for  advaucinj:  at  all  hazards, 
will  Ix"  .-tatr.l  to  liavc  been  so  peremptory,  that  tin-  (Icncral  did 
not  think  himself  at  lilx-rty  <'ven  to  call  a  Council  of  War  upon 
the  subject  of  rctreatin;;. 

Lord  Petersham  is  expected  daily  with  a  duplicate  of  these 
dispatches  by  way  of  Now  York.  lie  is  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
terms  in  all  Hurgoyne's.  Pray  remember  me  to  Vernon  if  hois 
with  you.  I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear  lie  has  been  ill.  I  am 
afraid  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  wait  upon  your  Cirace  this 
week,  as  I  intended,  but  it  shall  not  be  long  before  I  have  that 
honour. 

I  am,  &c., 

C.  J.  Fox. 

I  enclose  in  another  cover  a  letter  I  have  received  from  a 
friend  at  Bristol,  which  was  printed  in  a  hurry  there,  from  ii 
Boston  newspaper  and  some  manuscripts,  which  my  friend  has 
goo<l  reason  to  think  authentic. 


I.OItD   STOUMONT  TO    I. OKI)   U  KVMOr  III 

(Most  secret.) 

I'nris,  Dec.  28.  1777. 
My  Loud, 

In  my  secret  correspondence  with  your  Lordship,  I  have  fre- 
quently dwelt  on  the  treacherous  policy  of  this  Court,  and  pro- 
duced irrefragable  proofs  of  it  ;  yet  I  am  sometimes  afraid,  my 
I.Kjrd,  that  I  have  not  said  enough  on  so  imixirtant  a  subject, — 
have  not  painted  things  so  strongly  as  I  see  them,  — have  not  fully 
eonveyed  the  impression  they  make  upon  my  own  mind.  To 
obviate  the  possibility  of  being  wanting  in  so  essential  a  point 
of  duty,  I  will  beg  your  Ivordship's  indulgence  whilst  1  state,  as 
clonrly  and  shortly  ns  I  can.  the  conclusion  T  have  drawn  from  a 
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varifty  of  iiiluniiatioii  wliicli  I  have  \vci;:liril  with  all  iIk-  att<-ii-        177 

tioii  I  can  command.  

I  must  then  say,  my  Lord,  and  I  say  it  witli  rral  pain,  I  lia\i; 
nut  a  shadow  of  doubt  tliat  this  Court  and  tiiat  of  Madrid  are 
combined  against  us,  and  have  long  been  preparing,  and  still 
continue  to  prepare,  for  the  execution  of  some  insidious  dcsi;j:n. 
I  loolv  upon  the  assistance  they  give  the  rebels  as  but  a  .'•mall 
part  of  their  plan.  Tiiey  feed  th<;  Ameriean  War,  in  iiupesthat 
it  will  exhaust  our  strength,  and  that  out  of  it  some  occasion 
will  arise  lor  them  to  strike  a  sudden  and  unexpected  blow. 
There  are  but  too  many  indicatii^ns  of  tlirjr  hostile  designs  ; 
their  naval  force  is  already  more  than  sullieicnt  fur  every  pur- 
pose of  defence,  and  yet  they  are  continually  increasing  it. 
M.  Necker's  last  arret  expressly  avows  an  intended  augmenta- 
tion. Not  long  ago,  the  Chevalier  de  IJaix  gave  in  a  plan  to 
M.  de  iSartines  pour  /aire  line  yitcrre  cruille  aiix  Aiiylais ;  (the 
particulars  of  the  plan  I  do  not  yet  know).  !M.  de  Sartines* 
answer  was:  We  must  proceed  cautiously,  and  hazanl  no  attempt 
till  we  are  thoroughly  prepared.  Where  the  first  blow  will  be 
aimed  I  cannot  say,  but  am  inclined  to  think  it  will  be  in  the 
AVcst  Indies. 

The  general  bent  of  the  nation  is  more  strongly  fur  war  than 
ever  it  has  been  within  my  remembrance;  and  j\I.  de  Maurepas 
may  yield  to  the  torrent,  and,  as  many  other  timid  ministers 
have  done  before  him,  may  plunge  into  violent  measures  from 
mere  weakness  and  irresolution.  In  a  word,  my  Lord,  I  con- 
sider the  Avhole  French  Cabinet  as  hostile  to  us,  with  dillerent 
degrees  of  violence  and  activity,  according  to  their  different 
tempers,  characters,  and  views;  but  the  spirit  that  animates 
them,  and  that  would  animate  any  probable  successors  they  can 
have,  is  one  and  the  same.  I  may  safely  say  that  not  a  day 
passes  over  me  that  does  not  bring  something  to  strengthen  this 
opinion.  I  would  not  therefore  close  this  year's  correspondence 
without  conveying  my  sentiments  to  your  Lordship  in  the 
clearest  and  most  explicit  terms  I  can  find. 

But  to  leave  the  future   intentions,  and  speak  of  the  actual 
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177s.  coiuhict  of  this  Court.  That  is  certainly  ns  unfriendly  as  pos- 
^ '  sililo.  iiotwitlistaiidin.Ej  all  their  prcifes-Hions.  My  repented  re- 
presentations have  had  no  otlicr  i-lVeet  than  to  put  them  more 
upon  their  guard  in  th.ir  manner  «»f  assisting  and  treating  with 
the  rebels.  They  do  not  now  eonvey  any  thinji  material  through 
M.  Cliauniont  or  Heaumarchai."^.  Monsieur  Gerard  treats  directly 
with  Franklin  and  Deane.  Lee  is  little  trusted,  and  has  not  the 
real  secret.  :M.  ( Jerard  goes  to  I'assy  in  the  night,  and  Franklin 
and  Deanc  make  him  nightly  visits  at  Versailles.  These  visits 
have  been  very  frequent  of  late,  and  must  no  doubt  have  some 
material  object. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  He, 

Stoumont. 


T,OUn  STOUMONT  TO  LORD   -WKYIMOL'TII. 

{Extract.) 

{Most  secret.) 

Paris,  Friday  niyht,  Feb.  6.  1778. 

1  THINK  I  am  now  able  to  speak  to  your  Lordship  with  some 
precision  with  regard  to  the  treaty  between  this  Court  and 
the  rebel-.  My  informer  assures  nu'  it  is  actttalli/  sii/ned ;  but 
Dr.  Franklin,  not  thinking  himself  authorized  to  grant  all  the 
demands  made  by  France,  has  signed  suf)  spe  rati. 


FORI)   STOIOIONT  TO    LORD  WEYMOTTH. 

{F.rfrar(s.) 

(  Most  secret.) 

Paris,  Fh.   IS.  177H. 

Ah   L<iKi», 

'liiKKK  is  now  an  almost  universal  persuasion  here,  that  there 

does  exist  some  treaty  or  convention  between  this  Court  and  the 

rebels,  and  it  is  on  that  persuasion  that  the  thinking  men  of 

this  country   rest    their   belief  of   the   certainty   of    a  speedy 

rupture  between  Englan<l  and  France.     All  the  dilfcreiit  intcUi- 
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gencc   I   have  bi'in   able   to  collrrt   imcts   in   the   siuin'   central        177H. 

point,  and   is   uniform  a.s  to  tlie  existence  oi'  hohk!  a^rcftnuMit 

entered  into  with  the  rebels,  but  ditrers  as  to  tiie  nature-  and 
extent  of  the  engagements  taken.  According:  to  tliat  informa- 
tion, whieh  for  many  reasons  I  give  the  preference  to,  —  I 
mean,  my  Lord,  that  which  appears  to  me  the  cxactest  of  any, 
—  France  has  made  two  treaties  with  the  rebels;  one  merely 
commercial,  the  other  a  treaty  of  alliance.  Both  these  treaties 
were,  I  am  assured,  actually  signed  on  Friday  the  (ith  instant 
by  M.  Gerard,  acting  as  plenipotentiary  from  this  Court,  and  by 
the  commissioners  from  the  Congress.  This  cannot  have  been 
done  in  consequence  of  an  answer  to  the  proposals  sent  by  this 
Court  to  the  Congress,  as  they  were  sent  the  last  week  in 
December  ;  but  the  commissioners  may  have  received  fuller 
powers,  or  France  may  have  gone  greater  lengths  in  order  to 
get  before  us,  and  prevent  a  reconciliation  witii  America. 
Whatever  the  reasons  were,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and 
belief,  France  has  signed  this  treaty  of  alliance,  and  conse- 
quently has  thrown  the  die.  It  seems  scarce  possible,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  a  war  between  the  two  nations  can  be 
avoided,  unless  Congress  should  disavow  the  commissioners,  and 
refuse  to  ratify  what  they  have  signed. 

If  France  has  made  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  rebels,  of 
which  I  am  at  this  moment  as  fully  convinced  as  I  can  be 
of  any  thing  that  does  not  fall  within  my  personal  knowledge, 
it  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted  that  she  has  resolved  to  support 
her  perfidy  by  open  force.  One  informer  tells  me  that  a  sudden 
attack  on  some  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  is  an  article  in 
this  treaty,  but  he  did  not  say  where  France  would  aim  the 
blow.  In  this  situation,  my  Lord,  which  leaves  us  nothing  but 
the  choice  of  difficulties,  it  seems  of  infinite  importance  tho- 
roughly to  consider  whether  it  is  more  safe,  dignified,  and  wise 
for  us  to  remain  in  our  present  state,  with  this  war  hanging 
over  us,  but  with  an  uncertainty  when  the  storm  will  burst,  and 
where  it  will  fall,  or  to  endeavour  to  derive  advantage,  dignity, 
and  the  appearance  of  superior  strength  and  vigour,  by  striking 

A  4 


NXIV  AI'TFADIX. 

1778.       tlic  first  blow,  by  protliicinp  the  numberless  proofs  we  have  of 
^       s       '   the  perfitly  of  Frniu-e,  niul  ordering  our  fleets  to  aveiifre  it.      I 
only  state  premises',  my  Lonl,  without  so  nnich  as  attempting  n 
conclusion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  i<te., 

Stokmont. 


I. OKI)   t  A.AIDKN    TO    TIIK    DLKK    OK   (.  II. \  1-TON. 

.V.  n.  Street,  April  d.  1778. 

(This  letter  has  been  already  publi.shed  ;  lir?t  by  Lord 
Brougham,  in  the  "Law  Review"  for  August,  1845,  and  af- 
terwards by  Lord  Campbell,  in  his  "Lives  of  the  Chancellors." 
But  it  is  so  important,  as  giving  by  far  the  most  authentic 
account  of  the  celebrated  closing  scene  of  Lord  Chatham 
(April  7.  1778),  that  I  shall  follow  their  example  by  extract- 
ing it,  as  they  did,  from  the  MS.  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton.) 

Mv  iiKAK  Loud, 
I  CANNOT  help  considering  the  little  illness  which  prevented 
your  Grace  from  attending  the  House  of  Lords  last  Tuesday,  to 
have  been  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  aa  it  kept  you  back  from  a 
scene  that  would  have  overwhelmed  you  with  grief  and  melan- 
choly, as  it  did  me,  and  many  others  that  were  present  ;  I 
mean  Lord  Cliatluun'.s  lit,  tliat  .<ei/.ed  him  as  he  was  alti-mpting 
to  rise  and  reply  to  the  Duke  of  liiclinioiid  :  he  IV-U  back  upon 
his  seat,  and  was  to  all  apprarancc  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
This  threw  the  whole  House;  into  confusion  ;  every  person  was 
upon  his  hgs  in  a  moiin'nt,  limiyiiiu'  lioin  (tiir  |il:i<'<'  to  another, 
some  si'iiding  lor  a.-isistance,  otli<rs  produeing  salts,  and  otliers 
reviving  spirits.  Many  crowding  about  tlie  Marl  to  obst-rve  his 
countenance  ;  all  allreted  ;  nio,>.t  p;irt  nally  eoneerne<l  ;  and 
even  those  who  might  have  felt  a  secret  pleasure  at  the  acci- 
dent, yet    put   on   tin-   appearanct;  of  distress,  except  only  the 
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Iviil  (iC  M.  *,  wlio   sat   still,  iilniDMt    n^   iiukIi    iiriiiii)Vr<l   a.-^   lli«-        17TH. 
8en.selc.ss  l)o<ly  itst-lf.  *  ' 

Dr.  IJrocklchby  was  tlic  tir~t  itliysiciaii  tliat  caiin; ;  l)Ut  Ur. 
Addington,  in  abtmt  an  hour,  was  brought  to  him.  He  wad 
carried  into  the  Prince's  Chamber,  and  hiid  upon  the  tubh-, 
supported  by  pillows.  Tlie  first  motion  of  lite  that  appeared, 
was  an  endeavour  to  vomit,  and  after  he  liad  discharged  the 
load  from  his  stomach,  that  probably  brought  on  the  seizure,  he 
revived  fast.  Mr.  Strutt  j)reparcd  an  apartment  for  him  at  his 
house,  where  he  was  carried  as  soon  as  he  could  with  safety  be 
removed.  lie  slept  remarkably  well,  and  was  quite  recovered 
yesterday,  thoutrh  he  continuctl  in  bed.  I  have  not  heard  how 
he  is  to-day,  but  will  keep  my  letter  open  till  the  evening,  that 
your  Grace  may  be  intbrmed  how  he  goes  on.  I  saw  him  in 
the  Prince's  Chamber,  before  he  went  into  the  House,  and  con- 
versed a  little  with  liim ;  but  such  was  the  feeble  state  of  his 
body,  and,  indeed,  the  distempered  agitation  of  his  mind,  that  I 
<lid  tbrbode  tiiat  his  strength  would  certainly  fail  him  before  he 
had  linished  his  speech.  In  truth,  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
go  abroad,  and  he  was  earnestly  retj nested  not  to  make  the 
attempt  ;  but  your  Grace  knows  how  obstinate  he  is  wlieii  he  is 
resolved.  He  had  a  similar  tU  to  this  in  the  summer,  like  it  in 
all  respects,  in  the  seizure,  the  retching,  and  the  recovery  ;  and 
after  that  lit,  as  if  it  had  l)ecn  tlie  crisis  of  the  disorder,  he 
recovered  fast,  and  grew  to  be  in  better  health  than  I  had 
known  him  lor  many  years.  I'ray  heaven  that  this  may  be 
attended  with  no  worse  consequences  ! 

•  In  the  Lords'  Journals  for  that  day  (April  7.  17TS),  Loril  .Marchmont 
and  Lord  Mansfield  are  the  only  "  F.arls  of  M."  recorded  as  present.  I>ord 
Brougham  hclieves  that  the  person  designated  by  Lord  Camden  was  I^rd 
Marchmont  (Law  lieiiew.  No.  IV.  p.  31<>.)  ;  but  I  concur  with  IxtrA 
Campbell  in  being  fully  persuaded  that  it  could  be  only  Lord  Manstield. 
(See  the  IJres  of  the  Chief  Justices,  vol  ii.  p.  507.)  It  may  be  further 
observed  that  Lord  Chatham,  in  his  last  speech,  had  attacked  Lord  Mans- 
field on  the  old  ground — his  alleged  early  J.icobitc  leanings.  Chatham 
had  been  arguing  against  the  fears  of  foreign  invasion.  "  Of  a  Spanish 
invasion,"  he  proceeded,  "of  a  French  invasion,  of  a  Dutch  invasion,  many 
noble  Lords  may  have  read  in  history  ;  and  some  Lords"  here  he  looked 
kecnlv  at  Lord  Mansfield,  "  may  perhaps  remember  a  Scotch  invasion  !" 
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177^_  The    Earl    spoko,    hut    was    not    like    liimsflf;     his    .'<j>coi'li 

"• , '    faltorc«1,    his   si'iitenccs    hroki-ii,    and    his  mind  nut  nm8ter  of 

itself.  lie  niatlc*  shift  witli  ilillitMilty  to  ik-chirc  his  opinion, 
luit  was  nut  abh-  to  cnforci'.  it  by  urgunjcnt.  I  lis  words 
wtro  shreds  of  unconnected  eh>quence,  and  Ihishes  of  the 
same  fire  wliich  lie,  Promothens-Iike,  had  stolen  from  heaven, 
and  were  then  returniiij^  to  the  place  from  whence  they 
were  taken.  Your  Grace  sees  even  I,  who  am  a  mere  i)roso 
man,  am  tempted  to  be  poetical  while  I  am  discoursing  of  this 
extraordinary  man's  genius.  The  Duke  of  Kichmond  answered 
him,  and  I  cannot  help  giving  his  Grace  the  commendation  he 
deserves  for  his  candour,  courtesy,  and  liberal  treatment  of  his 
illustrious  adversary.  The  debate  was  adjournecl  till  yesterday, 
and  then  the  former  subject  was  taken  u[)  by  J^ord  Shelburne, 
in  a  speech  of  one  hour  and  three-quarters.  The  Uuke  of 
Kichmond  answered;  Shelburne  replied:  and  the  Duke,  who 
enjoys  the  privilege  of  the  last  word  in  that  House,  closed  the 
business,  no  other  Lord,  except  our  friend  Lord  Kavensworth, 
speaking  one  word  ;  the  two  other  noble  Lords  consumed  be- 
tween three  and  four  liours. 

And  now,  my  dear  Lord,  you  must  witii  me  lament  this  fatal 
accident ;  I  fear  it  is  fatal,  and  this  great  man  is  now  lost  for 
ever  to  the  public ;  for  after  such  a  pulilic  and  notorious  ex- 
posure of  his  decline,  no  man  will  look  up  to  him,  even  if  he 
should  recover.  France  will  no  longer  fear  him,  nor  the  King 
of  England  court  him ;  and  the  present  set  of  Ministers  will 
finish  the  ruin  of  the  country,  because  he  being  in  ellect  super- 
annuated, the  public  will  call  for  no  other  men.  This  is  my 
melancholy  reflection.  The  Opposition,  however,  is  not  broken, 
and  this  diflerencc  of  opinion  will  wear  ort';  so  far,  at  least,  the 
prospect  is  favourable.  I  think  I  shall  not  sign  the  protest, 
though  in  other  respects  I  shall  be  very  friendly.  I  have 
troubled  ycnir  Grace  with  a  deal  of  stulf,  i»ut  the  importance  of 
the  subject  will  excuse  me.  .lack  will  have  the  honour  of 
spending  his  Easter  at  I^uston.  Is  Lord  Euston  to  have  a 
rommissiorj  in  the  militia?  I  have  endeavourc<l  to  dissuade 
my  sun.  I  thank  your  Grace  for  the  plover's  eggs;  it  is  plain 
you  think  me  an  epicure! 
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I  liiive  IiniiUy  niiim  tu  |ii"-(nt    my  nsiicctful  cMinitlimtiits  to        177^. 

the   Duchess,  aii<l   to   Mili-ciilic   niyscli"  an  I  oii;^'lit,  with   jMrl'<,r-i    *■ ' 

esteem  and  respect, 

Vuur  CI  race's,  ifcc, 

Camden. 

P.  S.  I  uiulorstanil  tlie  Karl  has  .sh-pt  well  last  night,  and  is 
to  be  removed  to-day  to  Downing  Street,  He  would  have  gone 
into  the  country,  but  Addiiigtun  thinks  he  is  too  weak. 


Tin:    ADMIUAI/IY    IN    1T7K. 
[Grafton  Miinoirs,  MS.] 


D'EsTAlNG  was  for  some  weeks  bafllcd  in  his  attempts  to  get 
through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  notwithstanding  which  delay 
(incredible  as  it  may  appear)  Lord  Howe  had  not  the  least 
intimation  from  the  Admiralty,  that  a  French  fleet  might  be 
expected  in  the  North  American  seas,  though  the  forwardness 
of  this  fleet  for  sailing  was  known  throughout  Europe ;  and  not 
a  sloop  or  a  cutter  despatched  with  the  necessary  information 
to  Lord  Howe  :  nor  did  he  know  any  thing  of  his  danger  until 
a  frigate  of  his  own  was  driven  into  his  fleet  by  two  French 
ships.  This  anecdote  may  be  depended  upon ;  as  I  hoard  it 
more  than  once  from  Lord  Howe  himself.  His  superior  skill 
saved  him  from  being  obliged  to  figiit  D'Estaing  on  terms  so 
inferior,  as  to  allow  no  possible  hope  of  n  victory.* 

*  This  anecdote  not  hcinjj  known  to  tlie  Opposition  of  tlic  day,  was  not 
urcred  in  debate,  and  did  not  therefore  admit  of  any  explanntion  on  the  part 
of  the  Admiralty.  Certainly,  it  rests  on  the  highest  authority  ;  hut.  on  the 
other  hand,  it  appears  wholly  at  variance  with  tlie  usual  activity  and  aiertnc&s 
of  Lord  Sandwich. 


xxviii  Apri.M>i:^. 

1779. 

I. OKI)    NOi;  III     ID    llli:    KlNCi. 
{L'jtnirt.) 

(  Octdbcr  or  November,  1775'.) 

L<»Ki>  CioWKii  came  to  Lord  Nurtli  to  iiiforin  liim  that  In*  liad 
long  felt  tlie  utmost  uneasiness  at  the  situation  of  His  Majesty's 
aflairs ;  tliat  nothing  can  be  so  weak  ns  the  Government ;  that 
nothing  is  done ;  that  there  was  no  discipline  in  the  state,  the 
army,  or  the  navy;  that  impending  ruin  must  be  the  conse- 
(juence  of  the  present  system  of  Government ;  that  he  thought 
himself  obliged  as  well  in  conscience  as  in  wisdom  to  desire  an 
immediate  dismissal  from  his  employment ;  that  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  any  of  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  which  he 
thought  as  wicked  as  the  administration  is  weak ;  that  nothing 
can  afford  the  least  hope  but  a  coalition,  and  he  is  afraid  even 
that  remedy  may  be  too  late  ;  that  he  feels  the  greatest  gratitude 
for  tiie  many  marks  of  Koyal  goodness  which  he  has  received, 
but  that  he  does  not  think  it  the  duty  of  a  faithful  servant  to 
endeavour  to  preserve  a  system  which  must  end  in  the  ruin  of 
His  Majesty  and  of  the  country.  II(?  is  determined  never 
again  to  take  office,  but  to  support  (lovcrnintut  in  his  privatf 
cajiacity.  I.<ord  Nortli  tiiinks  tliat  Lord  (lower's  resignation  at 
the  present  moment  must  be  the  ruin  of  administration.  In 
Lord  North's  arguments  with  I.onl  (lower,  Lord  North  owns 
that  he  had  certainly  one  disadvantage,  wliich  is  that  he  holds 
in  his  heart,  and  has  held  for  these  three  years,  just  the  same 
opinion  with  Lord  Gower. 
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EXTRACTS  OF  LETTKRS  I-ROM  KlMl  (iKORGE  TIIK  TllIRU      '  ' 

TO  LORD  NORTH. 

1774_1780. 

(Sec    the    preliiniimry  notice    to  the  furincr  scries  of  these 
letters  in  the  Appendix,  Vol.  V.) 


Fchrudni  I.  1774. 
General  Gage,  though  just  returned  from  Boston,  expresses 
his  willingness  to  go  back  at  a  day's  notice  if  coercive  measures 
are  adopted.  He  says  they  will  be  lions  wljile  wc  are  lambs  ; 
but  if  we  take  the  resolute  part,  they  will  undoubtedly  prove 
very  meek.  Four  regiments  sent  to  Boston  will,  he  thinks,  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  disturbance.  Ail  men  now  l«cl  that 
the  fatal  compliance  in  1T6G  has  increased  the  pretensions  of 
the  Americans  to  absolute  independence. 


Fchrufiri/  IG.  1774. 
I  AM  greatly  incensed  at  the  presumption  of  Charles  Fox  in 
forcing  you  to  vote  with  him  last  night,  but  approve  much  of 
your  making  your  friends  vote  in  the  majority.  Indeed,  that 
young  man  has  so  thoroughly  cast  off  every  principle  of  common 
honour  and  honesty  that  he  must  become  as  contemptible  as  he 
is  odious.  I  hope  you  will  let  him  know  you  are  not  insensible 
of  his  conduct  towards  you. 


February  17.  1774. 
It  is    surprising   that   Mr.  Yo\    has   been   decent    and   sub- 
missive. 


-NXX  ArrENDlX. 

177.',.  Jul;/  1.  1771. 

"^ '        I  HAVK  seen  Mr.  lliitcliiii..<(»ii,  late  governor  ot\Ma.>>.>*acliUjrtts, 

and  am  now  well  eonvineed  they  will  soon  submit.  He  owns 
the  Boston  Tort  15ill  has  been  the  only  wise  and  effectual 
method. 


September  11.  1774. 
TnK  die  is  cast.  The  colonies  must  now  either  triumph  or 
submit.  1  trust  they  will  submit.  I  have  no  objection  after- 
wards to  their  seeini;  that  there  is  no  inclination  at  present  to 
lay  fresh  taxes  on  them.  15iit  tlure  nnist  always  be  one  to 
keep  up  the  right. 


August  9.  177o. 
The  making  Lord  Chatham's  family  suffer  for  the  conduct  of 
their  father  is  not  in  the  least  agreeable  to  my  sentiments.  But 
I  should  choose  to  know  him  to  be  totally  unable  to  appear  on 
th».'  public  stage  before  I  agree  to  any  offer  of  that  kind,  lest  it 
should  be  wrongly  construed  a  fear  of  him  ;  and  indeed  his 
political  conduct  the  last  winter  was  so  abandoned  that  he  must, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  dispassionate,  have  totally  undone  all  the 
merit  of  his  former  conduct.  As  to  any  gratitude  to  be  ex- 
pected from  him  or  his  family,  the  whole  tenor  of  their  lives 
has  shown  thtin  void  of  that  most  honourable  sentiment.  But 
when  dfcrcpitude  or  death  puts  an  ind  to  him  as  a  trumj)et  of 
sedition,  I  shall  make  no  dilRculty  in  placing  the  second  son's 
name  instead  of  the  father's,  and  making  up  the  pension  3(XX)/. 


Srptnnher  10.   177''>. 
TiiK  address  from  Manchester  most  dutiful  and  affectionate. 
As  you  wish  the  spirit  encouraged,  I  have  no  objection,  though 
I   know  from   fatal  expfrirncr   that  tiny  will   jiroduco  coiuitrr- 
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petitions.      I("  tlio  Opposition   is   powirful   noxt  ScHHioii,  it  \vill        ITT'i. 

surprise  ine,  for  I  iini  fighting  the  battle  of  tlie  legislature,  then- 

ftM-c  have  a  riirht  to  exi)cet  an  almost  unanimous  cuppurt,  fur  1 
know  the  uprifjlitness  of  my  intentions,  ami  therefore  am  ready 
to  stand  any  attaek  of  ever  so  dangerous  a  kin<l. 


JVorcxif't  r  I  \.  177.J. 
Tun   giving   commissions  to  German  oflieers  to  get  men   I 
can  by  no  means  consent  to,  for  it  in  plain  iMiglish  anvMints  to 
making  me  a  kidnapper,  wliicli  I  cannot  tiiink  a  very  honour- 
able occupation. 


\o rcmhi  )•  1  .'> ,  1 7 7 -^ . 
The  East  India  Directors  in  tlieir  despatch  manifestly  wish 
to  hurt  neither  Hastings  nor  his  adversaries,  and  therefore  will 
most  probably  disoblige  both. 


March  31.  1776. 
I  siiAi.L  aid  your  claim  to  appoint  the  lieceiver-General  of 
Jamaica  as  a  Treasury  appointment,  provided  the  grant  be 
made  out  for  your  son.  I  shall  always  be,  if  possible,  happier 
than  yourself  to  provide  for  your  children.  It  has  not  been 
my  fate  in  general  to  be  well  served.  Wy  you  I  liavc,  and 
therefore  cannot  forget  i*. 


Norcmhcr  1.3.  177G. 
I  UAVK  learnt  from  Lord  Weymouth  that  Charles  Fox  de- 
clared at  Arthur's  last  night,  that  he  should  attend  the  House 
this  day,  and  then  sot  otT  for  Paris,  and  not  return  till  after  the 


xxxii  Arn.Nnix. 

1777        Rcct'ss.      ltrinn[  ns  murli  iurwiinl  Jicforf  tin-  lu-ci'ss  asjouran, 

> , '    as  real  Imsincss  is  ik'Vitso  wi-U  cunsidcn'il  as  wlicii  tlio  attention 

of  the  House  is  not  taken  up  by  noisy  declamation. 


M(ii/  31.  1777. 
Loui>  Chatham's  motion  can  have  no  other  use  but  to  convey 
some  fresh  fuel  to  the  rebels.     Like  most  of  the  other  produc- 
tions of  that  extraordinary  brain,  it  contains  nothing  but  specious 
words  and  malevolence. 


Jitrir  4.  1777. 
I  HAVE  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  truth  ought  to  be  the  chief 
object  in  a  speech  from  the  throne.  It  is  therefore  safest  to  leave 
out  the  foreign  awhile.  I  also  agree  with  Lord  Mansfield  as  to 
the  omission  in  the  paragraph  to  the  House  of  Commons — from 
the  strange  language  used  by  the  Speaker.  As  to  the  last 
article,  I  am  much  more  of  his  opinion,  which  may  favour  the 
suspicion  that  there  is  an  intention  rather  to  plaster  over  the 
breach  with  the  colonics,  than  radically  to  cure  the  evil-  Li 
my  opiniipi),  tlic  Americans  will  treat  before  winter. 


Sfptcm  hi  r,  1777. 
Having  paid  the  last  arrears  on  the  Civil  List,  I  must  now  do 
the  same  for  you.  I  have  undt-rstood  from  your  hints  that  you 
have  bi-en  in  debt  ever  since  you  settled  in  life.  I  must  there- 
ftirc  insist  that  you  allow  me  to  assist  you  with  1(),(KK)/.  or 
1.'">,(KX)/.,  «)r  even  2().(H)()/.  if  that  will  be  sulhcient.  It  will  be 
eii'.y  for  you  to  make  an  arrangement,  or  at  proper  times  to  take 
np  that  sum.  Y(>u  know  me  very  ill  if  you  tliink  not  that  (»f 
idl  the  Irtters  I  ever  wrote  to  vou  this  one  gives  me  the  greatest 
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pleasure;  and  I  want  no  other  return  but  yotir  being  convincc<l       1778. 

fliat  I  love  you  as  well  as  a  man  of  worth,  as  I  esteem  you  an  a   * ' 

Minister.     Your    conduet   at   a   critical  luoiucut  I   never  can 
loriret. 


January  13.  1778. 

TiiiNCiS  seem  on  the  same  uncertain  ground  as  last  yi-ar.  A 
trifle  may  any  hour  cause  war  to  break  out,  and  though  the 
French  Ministers  wish  to  avoid  it,  yet  they  will  not  leave  olF 
their  dealings  with  rebels,  by  which  every  day  they  m.iy  be 
drawn  into  what  they  do  not  choose.  Franklin  and  IX-ane  either 
have  no  power  to  treat  or  are  not  inclined.  While  nothing 
short  of  independency  will  be  accepted,  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  a  man  cither  bold  or  mad  enough  to  presume  to  treat  for  the 
mother-country  on  such  a  basis.  Perhaps  the  time  will  come 
when  it  may  be  wise  to  abandon  all  y\merica  but  Canada,  N<jva 
Scotia,  and  the  Floridas ;  but  then  the  generality  of  the  nation 
must  see  it  first  in  that  light.  But  to  treat  witii  independents 
can  never  be  possil)le. 

Lord  Amherst  thinks  nothing  less  than  an  adtlitional  army 
of  40,000  men  sufficient  to  carry  on  offensive  war  in  Nortli 
America ;  that  a  sea-war  is  the  only  wise  plan  to  make  the 
Americans  come  into  any  plan  that  Great  Britain  can  decently 
consent  to,  and  that  at  this  hour  they  will  laugh  at  any  pro- 
position. As  to  the  Generals,  it  will  be  difllcult  to  get  Sir 
William  Howe  to  remain,  and  not  less  so  to  get  Ix)rd  George 
Germaine  to  act  to  him  in  such  a  manner  as  will  make  the 
efforts  of  either  not  abortive  on  that  head. 

What  is  still  more  material  to  be  settled  is  the  plan  on  which 
administration  is  to  repel  the  different  attacks  when  Parliament 
meets,  as  to  calling  for  papers,  proposing  inquiries,  &c. 


January  31.  1779. 
I  SHOULD  have  been  greatly  surprised  at  the  inclination  ex- 
pressed by  you  to  retire,  had  I  not  known  that  however  you  may 
VOL,  VI.  <: 
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i;7s.       now  lui.l  tli.n  (Ic-poiKl.  }.t  tliat  you  liavo  too  niucli  porsonal  af- 

> . '    iV.tiuM  lor  iiic  ami  >.iim:  of  honour  to  allow  >u<li  a  thought  to 

take  any  hoM  on  your  mind. 

You  must  remember  that  before  the  Recess,  I  strongly  advised 
you  not  to  bind  yourself  to  brin<:^  forward  any  plan  for  restoring; 
trantjuillity  to  Nt)rth  America,  not  from  any  absurd  ideas  of  un- 
conditional submission,  which  my  min<l  never  harboureil,  but 
from  foreseeing  that  whatever  ran  be  proposed  will  be  liable  not 
to  bring  America  back  to  her  attachment,  but  to  dissatisfy  this 
country,  which  so  cheerfully  and  handsomely  carries  on  the  con- 
test, and  has  a  right  to  have  the  struggle  continued  until  con- 
vinced that  it  is  vain.  Perhaps  this  is  the  minute  that  you 
ought  to  be  least  in  hurry  to  produce  a  plan,  for  every  letter 
from  France  adds  to  the  probability  of  a  speedy  declaration  of 
war.  Should  that  happen,  it  might  be  wise  to  withdraw  the 
troops  from  the  revolted  provinces,  and  having  strengthened 
Canada,  &c.,  to  make  war  on  the  French  and  Spanish  islands. 
Success  in  that  object  will  repay  our  exertions,  and  this  country 
having  had  its  attention  diverted  to  a  fresh  object  would  be  in  a 
better  temper  to  subscribe  to  such  terms  as  administration  might 
oftir  to  America. 

I  do  not  mean  to  reject  all  idea,  if  a  foreign  war  should  not 
arise  this  Session,  of  laying  a  proposition  before  Parliament. 


Ftltruary  2.  1778. 

Tuocoii  Lord  Chatham's  name,  which  was  always  his  great- 
est merit,  is  undoubtedly  not  so  great  as  formerly,  yet  it  will 
greatly  hurt  Lord  Roekingham's  party  with  many  factious  per- 
sons to  see  that  he  disavows  as  unjustifiable  the  lengths  they 
would  go  in  favour  of  America,  anrl  will  therefore  prove  a  for- 
tunate event  to  the  introducing  info  Parliament  tlw  proposal 
you  intend  to  make. 

I  l<H)k  on  the  recall  of  Sir  W.  Howe  as  a  measure  .•settled;  Lord 
Howe  will  resign.     Yet  he  must  be  named  in  the  new  commi.s- 
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sion  ;  but  if  lie  comes  home,  I  think  neither  General  nor  Admiral       1 77H. 
oii'rht,  but  Tccrs  and  Commoners  iVom  home.  ^ ' 


FrbriKiri/  o.  177^. 
In  talking  of  your  plan  for  opening  a  negotiation  witii  Ame- 
rica, Lord  Georgi-  (jcrmaino  said  to  me  he  was  ccmvinced  the 
repeal  of  the  Boston  Charter  Act  would  not  alone  bring  the 
colonies  into  any  propositions ;  that  the  Declaratory  Act,  though 
but  waste  paper,  was  what  galled  them  ;  that  he  should  not  like 
nominally  to  be  drove  to  repealing  it.  If,  therefore,  any  step 
was  to  be  taken  at  this  hour,  he  would  wish  it  might  be  one 
which  would  (not)  require  any  further  concessions  ;  and  he 
therefore  wished  all  the  Acts  might  be  repealed  subsequent  to 
1763  ;  that  he  would  fairly  own  the  taking  any  step  at  this 
junctui'c  might  either  be  conducive  to  hurrying  France  into  a 
treaty  with  the  rebels,  or  it  might  make  the  colonies  less  in- 
clined to  treat  with  that  insidious  nation  ;  that  he  could  not 
decide  which  seemed  most  probable. 


February  24.  1778. 
The  more  I  think  of  the  conduct  of  the  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land*, the  more  I  am  incensed  against  him.  More  favours 
have  been  heaped  on  the  shoulders  of  that  man  than  ever  were 
bestowed  on  any  Scotch  lawyer  ;  and  he  seems  studiously  to 
embrace  an  opportunity  to  create  difficulty.  But  men  of  talents, 
when  not  accompanied  by  integrity,  are  pests  instead  of  bless- 
ings ;  and  true  wisdom  ought  to  crush  them  rather  than  nourish 
them. 

•  Mr.  Henry  Dundas,  afterwards  Lord  Melville.  The  King  appears  to 
have  taken  oflcnce  at  his  support  of  a  motion  by  Mr.  Powys  (I-Vbruary  23. 
1778)  to  insert  a  clause  in  one  of  Lord  North's  conciliatory  Hills  repealing 
the  Massachusetts  Charter  Act.  The  speech  of  Mr.  Dundas  on  that 
occasion,  though  not  reported,  is  mentioned.  See  Almon's  Parliameniary 
Register,  1778,  p.  394. 

c  2 
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1--C)  Mdivh  3.  ITTS. 

< ., '        I    iiiiNK   Lord  G.  Gcrmainc's  defection  a  most  favourable 

I  viiit.  He  has  so  many  enemies  that  he  would  liave  been  a 
lieavy  load  when  the  failure  of  lJur;:oync  came  to  be  canvassed 
in  Parliament ;  yet  I  never  would  have  recomnunded  liiH  re- 
moval. Now  he  will  save  us  all  trouble.  The  laying  it  on  my 
bequoathinp;  the  <rovernment  of  Charlcmont  to  Carleton  is  quite 
absurd,  and  shows  the  malevolence  of  his  mind.  Carleton  was 
wrong  in  permitting  his  pen  to  convey  such  asperity  to  a 
Secretary  of  State,  and  therefore  has  been  removed  from  the 
government  of  Canada.  But  his  meritorious  defence  of  Quebec 
made  him  a  projjer  object  of  military  reward;  and  as  such 
1  could  not  provide  for  any  other  general  till  I  had  paid  the 
debt  hiri  services  had  a  right  to  claim. 


i^No  date,  but  supposed  to  be  March  15.  ITTS.) 
On  a  subject  which  has  for  many  months  engrossed  my 
thoughts  I  cannot  have  the  smallest  dillieulty  instantly  to  an- 
swer the  letter  I  have  just  received  from  you.  My  sole  wish  is 
to  keep  you  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  and  as  my  confidential 
Minister.  That  end  obtained,  I  am  willing,  through  your 
channel,  to  accept  any  description  of  persons  that  will  come 
avowedly  to  the  support  of  your  administration,  and  as  such 
do  not  object  to  Lord  Siulburne  ami  Mi.  I'.arre,  whom  per- 
sonally, perhaps,  1  dislike  as  much  as  Alderman  AVilkes ;  and 
I  cannot  give  you  a  stronger  proof  of  my  desire  to  forward  your 
wishes  than  taking  this  unpleasant  stop.  IJut  I  declare  in  the 
strongest  and  most  solium  manner  that  (though)  I  do  not  object 
to  your  addressing  yourself  to  Lord  Chatham,  yet  that  you  must 
ac(|uaiiil  liiin  that  I  shall  never  address  myself  to  him  Itiit 
through  you;  and  on  a  clear  explanation  that  he  is  to  step  forth 
to  support  an  administration  wherein  you  are  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  ;  and  that  I  cannot  consent  to  have  any  conversation 
with  him  till  the  ministry  is  formed  ;  that  if  he  comes  into  this. 
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T  will,  as  111'  supports  y<»ii,  rcccivci  liiin  with  fppcn  arms.    I  Icnvc       177H. 

the  whole  arriiugcincnt   to  you,   providi-tl    Lord    SiiHolk,    Tyonl    '         ' 

Woyniouth,  uiid  my  two  able  lawyers  are  satisfied  as  to  their 
situations  ;  but  choose  Ellis  for  Secretary  at  War  in  preference 
to  Barre,  who  in  that  event  will  get  a  more  luerative  employ- 
ment, but  will  not  be  so  near  my  person.  Having  said  this,  I 
will  only  add,  to  put  before  your  eye  my  most  inmost  thouglits, 
that  no  advantage  to  this  country,  nor  personal  danger  to  my- 
self, can  ever  make  me  address  myself  to  Lord  Chatham,  or  to 
any  other  branch  of  Opposition.  Honestly,  I  would  rather  lose 
the  Crown  I  now  wear  than  bear  the  ignominy  of  possessing  it 
under  their  shackles.  I  might  write  volumes  if  I  would  state 
the  feelings  of  my  mind  ;  but  I  have  honestly,  fairly,  an<l 
affectionately  told  you  the  whole  of  my  mind,  and  what  I  will 
never  depart  from.  Should  Lord  Chatham  wish  to  sec  me 
before  he  gives  an  answer,  I  shall  most  certainly  refuse  it. 
I  have  had  enough  of  personal  negotiation ;  and  neither  my 
dignity  nor  my  feelings  will  ever  let  me  again  submit  to  it. 

Men  of  less  principle  and  honesty  than  I  pretend  to  may  look 
on  public  measures  and  opinions  as  a  game.  I  always  act  from 
conviction ;  but  I  am  shocked  at  the  base  arts  all  these  men 
have  used,  therefore  cannot  go  toward  them  :  if  they  come  to 
your  assistance,  I  will  accept  them. 

You  have  now  full  power  to  act,  but  I  do  not  expect  Lord 
Chatham  and  his  crew  will  come  to  your  assistance ;  but  if 
they  do  not,  I  trust  the  rest  of  the  arrangement  will  greatly 
strengthen,  and  will  give  efficacy  to,  administration. 

Thurlow  as  Chancellor,  Yorke  as  Secretary  of  State,  will  be 
eflBcient  men.  Numbers  we  have  already.  Ix)rd  Dartmouth  as 
Steward,  and  Lord  "Weymouth  as  Privy  Seal,  will  please  them 
both.  I  am  certain  Lord  Weymouth's  conduct  on  the  last  va- 
cancy of  the  Seals  gives  him  a  right  to  this  change,  if  agreeable 
to  him. 


c  3 
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,-7s  March   Kk   1778. 

< , '        Vor  can  want  no  further  explanation  of  the  lan-^uagc  held  to 

j\Ir.  Kdcn  the  last  evening,'.  It  is  (so)  totally  contrary  to  the  only 
ground  on  which  I  couhl  have  accepted  the  service  of  that  per- 
fidious man,  that  I  need  not  enter  on  it.  Lord  Chatham  as 
dictator,  as  plannin;^  a  new  administration,  1  appeal  to  my 
letters  of  yesterday  if  I  did  not  clearly  speak  out  upon.  If  Lord 
Chatham  agrees  to  support  your  administration,  or,  if  you  like 
the  expressions  better,  the  "fundamentals  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration," and  with  Lord  North  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
Lords  Suflfolk,  Gower,  and  Weymouth  in  great  oflices  to  their 
own  inclination.  Lord  Sandwich  in  the  Admiralty,  Thurlow 
Chancellor,  and  Wedderburn  as  Chief  Justice,  I  will  not  object 
to  see  that  great  nuui  when  Lord  Shelburne  and  Dunning,  with 
Barre,  are  placed  already  in  office  ;  but  I  solemnly  declare  that 
nothing  shall  bring  me  to  treat  personally  with  Lord  Chatham. 
If  I  saw  Lord  Chatham,  he  would  insist  on  as  total  a  change  as 
Lord  Shelburne  yesterday  threw  out. 


March  17.  177H. 
Loni)  Amiterst  advises  an  immediate  retreat  from  Philadelphia 
to  New  York,  and  if  the  Amrricans  be  resolved,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Commissioners,  to  join  France,  he  advises  the  evacuation 
of  Now  York  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  troops  to  be  employed 
against  the  "NVest  India  Islands. 


^rnn■h  17.  177S. 
(Sccnnd  letter  of  thiit  ildtc.) 
No  consideration  in  life  shall  make  me  stoop  to  Opposition. 
I  am  still  ready  to  accept  any  part  of  them  that  will  come  to  tho 
assistance  of  my  present  ellieient  Ministers;  but,  whilst  any 
ten  men  in  the  king<lom  will  stand  by  me,  I  will  not  give  my- 
s«df  u|.  into  bondage.  I  will  rather  risk  my  Crown  than  do 
what  I  lliink   pirsnnally  disgraceful.     It  is  impossible  that  the 
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nation  should  not  stand   l»y  me.     If  tliry  will   not,   tlicy  -hall        177s, 

have  another  Kinj,',  for  I  never  will  put  my  hand  to  what  will   v - 

make  me  miserable  to  the  last  liour  of  my  life,  'riicn-fon-  let 
Thurlow  instantly  know  that  I  will  apixiinl  liim  Cliaiicllur,  and 
the  Solicitor-General  that  if  he  does  nut  choose  to  he  Att<jrncy- 
General,  we  will  treat  with  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
IMeas  to  resign. 


Man  It  IS.  177s. 
I  AM  highly  incensed  at  the  langnape  held  by  Lord  Shclburnc 
last  night  to  Eden,  and  approve  of  that  of  the  latter.  I  am 
fairly  worn  down.  But  all  proposals  and  answers  must  in  future 
go  through  you,  for  I  will  not  change  the  administration ;  but, 
if  I  can  with  honor,  let  you  make  acquisitions. 


Miirrh  IW.  177^. 
(Seco7id  Ictt(  r  of  (hat  Jnfr.) 
I  AM  extremely  indifferent  whether  Lord  Granl)y  goes  or  does 
not  go  with  the  abject  message  of  the  Rockingham  party  to 
ILiyes.     I  will  certainly  send  none  to  that  place. 


Marc/i  22.  177S. 
YouK  now  always  recurring  to  a  total  change  of  the  admini- 
stration, obliges  me  to  ask  you  one  clear  question.  If  I  will  not, 
by  your  advice,  take  the  step  which  I  look  on  as  disgraceful  to 
myself  and  destruction  to  my  country,  are  you  rcsolvrd,  agree- 
able to  the  example  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  of  (hr  hour  of 
danger  to  desert  me  ? 


Marc/i  23.  I77S. 
I  CANKOT  return  the  messenger  without  expressing  my  satis 
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177s.       faction  at   your  (lotonniiiatioii  not  to  tlosort  at  tliib  hour,  whicli 
— • '   iutlidl  I  always  thought  your  sense  of  lienor  must  prevent. 


Miirr/i  '27.  1778. 
Bv  Lonl  nuckinglinni's  two  letters,  I  see  that  he  is  become 
quite  Irisli  in  his  opinions,  lie  on  your  guard  not  to  encourage 
him,  60  as  to  draw  this  country  into  granting  too  many  advan- 
tages of  trade  to  Ireland.  If  that  kingdom  is  to  have  any 
graces  of  that  kind,  I  desire  they  may  be  granted  with  a  sparing 
liand,  for  every  favor  granted  there  is  only  a  reason  for  asking 
a  jrreater. 


April  H.  1778. 
May  not  the  j)olitical  exit  of  Lord  Chatham  incline  you  to 
continue  at  the  head  of  my  aflfairs?  If  it  will  not,  you  cannot 
be  surprised  that  I  again  mention  it  ;  and  if  I  must  here  add, 
that  I  cannot  begin  to  form  any  plan  till  ."Mr.  Thurlow  is  in 
possession  of  the  Great  Seal. 


Mat,  12.  1778. 
1  AM  rather  surprised  at  the  vote  of  a  public  funeral  and 
monument  for  Lord  Chatham.  But  I  trust  it  is  worded  a.n  a 
testimony  of  gratitude  for  his  rousing  the  nation  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  war,  ami  his  conduct  as  Secretary  of  State,  — 
or  this  compliment,  if  paid  to  his  general  conduct,  is  rather  an 
offensive  measure  to  me  personally.  As  to  adding  a  life  to  the 
pension,  I  have  no  objection. 


Mo;f  \\).  177H. 
I  NKVKH  meant  to  grant  you  the  Wardcnship  ol'  the  ('in(jiic 
Ports  for  life.     The  being  once  persuaded,  when  tpiite  ignorant 
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of  public  business,  to  grant  tliat  office  for  life  to  Lord  Ilol.l.r-       1779, 

ness,  for  a  i)articular  object,  in  no  reason   for  doing  so  now.   ^ ' 

I  daily  lind  the  evil  of  putting  so  many  eniijloynients  out  of  tlio 
power  of  the  Crown  ;  and  for  the  rest  of  my  life  I  will  not 
confer  any  in  that  way  unless  where  ancient  practice  lias  made 
it  matter  of  course.  I  will  confer  it  on  you  during  pleasure, 
with  an  additional  salary  to  make  it  equal  to  the  sum  received 
by  Lord  Ilolderncss.  It  must  be  termed  an  additional  salary, 
that  the  income  may  not  be  increased  in  other  hands.  Sir 
R.  Walpole's  pension  during  life  was  natural ;  he  had  firndy  for 
twenty  years  withstood  a  strong  Opposition  :  the  Crown  deserted 
him,  and  his  enemies  came  into  oflice  ;  no  other  mode,  there- 
fore, would  have  done.  Mr.  Grenville  got  the  reversion  of  the 
Tellership  before  he  came  into  the  Treasury,  as  a  compensation 
for  resigning  his  pretensions  to  the  Speaker's  chair.  Lord 
Northington's  pension  for  life  was  a  shameful  bargain  of  the 
idol  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  get  the  Great  Seal  for  Lord 
Camden.  In  addition  to  the  Cinque  Ports,  I  shall  not  object  tf) 
a  reversion  of  a  Tellership  to  your  family  ;  but  I  should  much 
perfer  your  remaining  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  where  many 
opportunities  will  of  course  arise  by  which  I  may  benefit  your 
family  without  fixing  a  bad  precedent. 

Why  is  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thurlow  not  concluded  ? 
You  want  to  retire,  and  yet  will  not  take  the  first  step  to  enable 
me  to  acquiesce  in  your  request. 


July  12.  1778. 
I  HAVE  read  tlic  narrative  of  what  passed  between  Sir  James 
"Wright  and  Dr.  Addington,  and  am  fully  convinced  of  what 
I  suspected  before,  that  the  oM  Karls,  like  old  coachmen,  still 
loved  the  smack  of  the  whip  ;  and  Sir  James  "Wright,  to  appear 
a  man  of  consequence,  has  gone  beyond  his  instructions.  Cer- 
tainly it  would  have  been  wiser  if  no  message  had  been  sent. 
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177(>  Octohtr  l.L  1778. 

' ,— ^        Spain  will  join  France  next  sprinjr ;  l>ut  I  trust  the  British 

navy  will  then  be  in  a  state  to  eopc  with  both  nations.  Armed 
as  France  and  Spain  now  are,  no  peace  could  be  durable  or 
nuu'h  less  expensive  than  war.  It  must  now  be  decided  whether 
France  or  Britain  should  yield.  You  may  depend  on  my  readi- 
ness to  sheath  the  sword  whenever  a  permanent  tranquillity  can 
be  ubtaine<l. 


Novemhir  14.  1778. 
If  Lord  North  can  sec  with  the  degree  of  enthusiasm  I  do 
the  beauty,  excellence,  and  perfection  of  the  British  constitution 
as  by  law  established,  and  consider  that  if  any  one  branch  of 
the  empire  is  allowed  to  cast  off  its  dependency  the  others  will 
inevitably  fellow  the  example,  he  will  not  allow  despondency  to 
find  a  place  in  his  breast,  but  resolve  not  merely  out  of  duty 
to  fill  his  post,  but  with  vigour  to  meet  every  obstacle  that  may 
arise.  lie  shall  meet  with  the  most  cordial  support  from  me- 
But  the  times  require  vigour,  or  the  state  will  be  ruined. 


April  21.  1779. 
Yuu  are  much  above  any  little  intrigue,  which  certainly  is 
very  prevalent  in  the  composition  of  the  Attorney-General*, 
and  still  more  in  that  of  his  pupil,  Mr.  Kden.  I  recommend 
you  (to)  place  your  chief  political  coulidence  in  the  Chancellor  f, 
who  is  a  firm  and  fair  man,  always  ready  to  give  his  opinion 
when  called  for,  yet  not  ambitious  of  going  out  of  his  own  i)ar- 
ticulur  line,  therefore  will  not  attempt  the  part  of  a  Mentor, 
which  the  two  other  gentlemen  have  too  much  aimed  at.  Every 
quarrel  witli  him  must  be  healed  by  a  job. 


J  urn:  11.  1779. 
The  object  of  Sir  W.  Meredith's  address  is  pretended  to  be 
the  desire  of  peace  with  America  —  tiiat  of  Mr.  ICden  is  to  bo 
employed  as  a  private    negotiator   with    Franklin  to   effect  a 
peace. 

•    Mr.   Widilirliiirn.  f    ''"f'  Tlmrlxw. 
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Nf»  mail  ill  my  tloiiiinions  desires  solid  peace  m<ir<-  than  I  du;       177'). 

but  IK)  iiu-liiiation  to  •,'ut  out  of  the  present  dilHi-ultii-H,  wlii.-h    '■ 

certainly  keep  my  mind  very  far  from  a  state  of  eius*-,  can  incline 
me  to  enter  into  the  destruction  of  the  empire.  Lord  Nortli 
frequently  says  that  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  this  contest 
never  could  repay  the  expense.  I  own  that  any  war,  be  it  ever 
so  successful,  if  a  person  will  sit  down  and  weigh  the  expense, 
they  will  find,  as  in  the  last,  that  it  has  impoverished  the  state 
enriched ;  but  this  is  only  weighing  such  events  in  the  hcuIc  of 
a  tradesman  behind  his  counter.  It  is  necessary  for  those  whom 
Providence  has  placed  in  my  station  to  weigh  whether  expenses, 
though  very  great,  arc  not  sometimes  necessary  to  prevent  what 
would  be  more  ruinous  than  any  loss  of  money.  The  present 
contest  with  America,  I  cannot  help  saying,  is  the  most  scriouH 
in  which  any  country  was  ever  engaged.  It  contains  such  a 
train  of  consequences  that  they  must  be  examined  to  feel  its  real 
weight.  Whether  the  laying  a  tax  was  deserving  all  the  evils 
that  have  arisen  from  it,  I  should  suppose  no  man  could  allege 
without  being  thought  (more)  fit  for  Bedlam  than  a  scat  in  the 
senate ;  but  step  by  step  the  demands  of  America  have  risen. 
Independence  is  their  object,  which  every  man  not  willing  to 
sacrifice  every  ol)jcct  to  a  momentary  and  inglorious  peace  must 
concur  witli  me  in  tliinking  this  country  can  never  submit  to. 
Should  America  succeed  in  that,  the  West  Indies  must  follow, 
not  in  independence,  but  for  their  own  interest  they  must 
become  dependant  on  America  :  Irelantl  would  soon  follow  ;  and 
this  island,  reduced  to  itself,  would  l»e  a  poor  island  indeed. 


Ju7ie  12.  1779. 
AjfERiCA,  from  distress,  begins  to   feel ;  and  gentlemen  who 
pretend  to  be  Englishmen  are  bringing  forward  questions  only 
to  raise  the  drooping  spirit  of  America! 


THr    K.\D. 


London  : 

Spottiswooubs  nnd  Sraw, 

Ncw-strect-S<iuare. 
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I'uHt8T0.    9«.  6d. 

DUDLEY'S   (Eakl   of)    Letters  to  the   late    Hishop  of  Llandaff. 

second  Edition.     I'ortriiit.    .Svo.    IOj.  W. 

DURHAM'S  (Admihal  Sin  riiiLii-)  Naval  Life  and  Services.     By 

IliS    NoplR'W,  C'.MT.  Al.KXANLiKll    MfltltAV.      8vo.      5.1.  (k/. 

DYER'S  (Thomas  H.)  Life  and  Utters  of  John  Calvin.     Compiled 

from  aiitlicutic  .Smircus.    I'urlriiit.    Svo.    15.<. 
EASTLAKE  (Sir  Ciiaulks,  P.R.A.)  The  SchooLs  of  Painting  in  Italy. 

rp.m  the  earliest  Times.  Troiii  tliu  (ienimii  of  Ki  .ilkii.  Kdite-I,  willi 
Notes.  Srcoud  tAitioii.  Illustiutid  with  IW  Kiifruvings  from  the  Old 
Musters,    a  Vols.     r..sthvo.    li'. 

Coulribulions  to  the  Literature  of  the  Fine  Art5. 

Rvrt.    12.». 

EDWARDS'  (W.  H.)  Voyage  up  the  River  Amazon,  Including  a 
visit  to  ram.     Tost  8v...    'i^.  ti./. 

ELDON'S  (Lord  Chancellor)  Public  and  Private  Life,  with  Selec- 
tion.. fr»)ni  hl»('om>«ponil<-iicc  nnd  niiirirs.     Uy  llnKx.  k  Twish.      Thud 

l:U(..m.     r..rtll»it.     1'  Vi'Is.  I'i'St  hvo.    -JW. 

ELLES.MEKE'S    (Lori.)    Two    Sieges    of  Vienna  by   the   Turk:*. 

TraiuiUted  ffin  the  <;.  rmnn.  I'ost  svo,  2».  ft/. 
MilJUry   Event*   in    llaly,   1848-9.      Translated 

from  the  German.     With  a. Map.     Post  JSvi..    0*. 

Second    Campaign  of  Kadctzky    in    Piedmont. 

The  Defence  of  lemchwar  and  ihe  Camp  of  the  Uiin.  From  the  Ciennan. 
Post  Hvo.    f„.  6,1. 

ELPHINSTCJNE'S    (llox.    Mountstuart)    History  of  India— the 

Hindoo  and  Mahonimednn  I'ericHls.     Third  tUUUon.    Map.  8v.>.    lb». 

ENGLAND  (History  ok)   From  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.     By  I.k)RD 

MAIIO.X.  (VoU.  1  to  4.;fo  the  I'eacuof  I'arla  170;).  S'rund  Jidilion.  Hvo.fii.. 

(Vols.  5  k  6.)  The   First  Years  of  the 

American  War.  1703— SO.    8v... 

Under  the  Houses  of  York  and  L.inca«ter. 


WlUi  a  Sketch  of  the  Karly  Kef..nnation.    Mvo.    (/..  ihr  I', 

From  the  First  Invasion  by  the  Romans, 


down  to  Um>  14lh  year  of  yueun  Viclorin's  Kulicn.     Uy  .Miis.  .Maukham. 
Sew  Kdxlimi.     Woodruta. 
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EJ^OLAND   As   it   is:  Social,   I'olilieal,  and   ImluHlrial,   in   the 

MidJlo  of  the  lOtli  fuutury.     Hy  W.  .)mii.n«ti>m.    'i  \<i\».    Tunt  Mvi>.    lUt. 
ESKIMAUX  (Tiik)  and  Kii;,'lii<h  Vocabulary,  for  the  ubc  of  TravcUcra 

in  tlio  Arcllr,  Ki'Blniis.     Hiiiio.     Hi.  Gd. 

ESSAYS   FROM  "THE    TIMES."     Being  a  Selection  from  the 

LiTKii.viiY  Tapkiih  which  liavc upiiearoil  In  thut  Jolii.nai,.  Uuiiriiitcd  liy 
l>ermissiciii.     Tea]).  Sv»,    li. 

ESSEX  (TiiK  TiiuKK  Eauls  of)  Lives  of,  from  15<0— 1640.     1.  The 

I'.arl  .Murslial  i>f  Irt-lund.  2.  Tlio  FavuuriU;.  .'1.  Thu  Oenernl  <if  tho 
rarlinincnt.  ruiindod  upon  l.cttci-H  anil  l>i>oiiniuntscIiiftiy  unptiMishcd. 
Uy  lliiN.  L'apt.  Ukvkuki  X,  K.N.    'J  V<.1h.    bvo.    Jn  Ok  I'rtu. 

EXETEii'S  (Bishop  ok)  Letter  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterburj-  on 

tlio  Liorliam  Case.    Wth  Kililion.    H\o.    3».  O/. 

Pastoral   I^etler  to  his  Clergj'  on  the  Present  Slate  of 

tho  Church  (1»51).     Jiiy/illt  KJitioii.    8vo.    4s. 

Acts  of  the  Diocesan  Synod,  held  in   the   Catlicilral 

Church  of  Kxetcr.  Jlv  tlio  Itisiiop  i>v  KxiiTnii,  ou  June  'Jjlh,  IJOtli,  aiid 
27th,  IS.'il.     Third  Ikii'lion.     Svo.     •_>».  W. 

Letters  to  the  late  Charles  Butler,  on  the  Theological 

parts  of  Ills  Itoolc  of  tlie  Uoninii  Catiiolic  Cliurrli ;  willi  l{rnmrlCH  on 
certain  \Vorl(s  of  Dr.  MilniT  and  Dr.  Liuxard,  and  on  souc  purtii  of  the 
Kvidcncc  of  Dr.  Doyle.    Second  Kditiou.    Bvo.    l(i». 

Sermons.    Preached  during  the  Vi.sitation  of  the  Bishop 

of  ICxftor  in  l!>J5.     I'lihlislLcl  by  Itfinicst.     l-.'nio.     G.». 

FAIKY  PilNG  (Tue),  A  Collection  of  Tales  and  Sturies  for  Young 

I'itsdus.  Fiiini  the  fli-nnan  of  Cirinini,  no«-  tirst  ronduR'd  into  ICnKllsh. 
Ky  J.  v..  Tayi.oi(.  lUUittrated  by  JCkiiahu  Duvlb.  tSccoud  Kdition. 
l''cnp.  bvo.    7s.  W. 

FALKNEUS  (Fked.)  Muck  ^^lanual  for  the  Use  of  Farmers.     A 

Treatise  on  tlic  Nature  and  Value  of  .Manures.  Hecond  J^lHi'ja,  with  a 
tilussary  ofTiTuui  and  an  Index.    Tcap.  bvo.    t>s. 

FAMILY  RECEIPT-BOOK.     A  Collection  of  a  Thousand  A'aluabic 

and  Useful  Keci'ii)t3.     Fcap.  bvo.    5.1.  ti/. 

FAliADAY'S  (Michael)  Chemical  Manipulation;  Being  Instruc- 
tions to  Students  in  Chenilstry,  on  the  JletlK«lH  of  jMrfomilnj;  Kx|M!ri- 
nients  of  Denioniitnition  or  Kesearch,  with  Accuracy  aud  Succciw.  I'hird 
Jidilion.    bvo.    lb*. 

FARINPS  (Luir.i  Caih-o)  Historj-  of  the  Roman  State,  1815  to  1850. 

Translated  fn>ni  thu  Italian.  Ity  llight  11<'U.  W.  E.  Cil.AU»TuSK. 
Vols.  1  and  2.    ^^vo.     Mj. 

FELLOWS'  (Sir  CHAiaE.s)  E.xcursion  in  Asia  Minor.     Including 

a  Visit  to  several  unknown  aud  undescribetl  Citiui.  Htcoiul  tJJUiim. 
rinti'S.   Innwrial  bvo.    28*. 

Account   of   Discoveries    in    Lycia  made   during  a 

Second  Kxcursii>n  in  A^ia  Minor.     I'iateH.     In)|>vriat  bvo.     2/.  2<. 

Xanthinn    Marbles    now    in    the    Briti^'h   Museum ; 


their  .\ci|uisilion  and  Tmiismiiisioti  to  KuKlatid.    l'lal«.<(.    8«-( 

Account  of  the  Ionic  Trophy  Monument  excavated  at 

Xauthus.     Imperial.    Svo.    h$. 
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FEATHKUSToNllAUCiM  S  ^(;.  \S.\  Tour  ihrouKh  the  Slave  Sutcs 
of  Ntirtli  Aiii<Tlr«,  frmn  the  rl*-«T  i'liumiiu-,  to  Trxan  «iiJ  the  Knmtlort  of 
Mt'xlr.i.     IMiilon.     '1  \-l«.     8vo.    'HU. 

FEllOl'SoN'S  (U«iHKHT,  M.D.)  KKWiys  on  the  DUca«c8  of  Women. 

r.irt  1.  I'lK  n«nil  r.vir.     l'n»tHvo.   lU.C.l. 
FKKGUSSON'S    (James)    rahiees     of     Nineveh    ami     PerBOpoIis 
Konlori'tl :  mi  I'.i-iAy  on    Anriviit   AMyrmii  biiJ  I'crsiaii  Arclilli-cture. 
Willi   •IS  WixxIcuU.     Kvo.     l(w. 

Ilhistrated    Handhook    of  Architecture.     Being  a 

ConcUo  r»nai'..iMilnr  Armunt  of  tlio  l>ifr.r.iit  Stylfn  jirovnilhiK  in  all 
Aroii  and  (oiinlrli-s  in  the  Worlil.  With  a  n.'scrlptlon  of  thu  most 
rpmnrknliU-  ItiiihllnKS-     With  lIlnstintionH.     Hvo.     In  Mr  prrss. 

FKL'EKHACirS  Uem.irkaMe  Ocrman  Crimes  and  Trials.     Trann- 

lil.afpini  the  (iennaii  liy  I.ndy  Di  KK  Ik.iiih>n.    8vo.    1'2.«. 

FISIIEKS  (Ukv.  Georok)  Elements  of  Geometry,  for  the  Use  of 

.•Schools.    Third Eilition.    ISnio.    a».    {I'lMuhed  hy  urdfr  o/ the  Admiralty.) 

First  Principles  of  Algebra,    for  the   Use  of   Schools. 

Third  KdHinn.     ISino.     Xi. 

FISIILAKE'S  (Rev.  .1.  R.)  Translation  of  Buttman's  Lexilogua  ;  A 

(  litinil  Kxnmination  of  Hip  Moaniiit;  and  Ktyinolofry  of  nnnu-rons  Gn-clc 
AVonls  anil  I'ussajjos,  int.'n«ti<!  prinrlpally  fur  Homer  an>l  lli'iiod.  With 
txplauatory  Notes  and  Copii'iis  Indexes.     Third  h'diliim.     S^vo.     14j. 

Translation   of   Huttman's   Catalogue   of  Irregular 

Crock  Verbs;  with  all  the  Tenses  extant— their  l-ornmllon,  .MeuninK, 
and  Usat.""-  Willi  Kxplanatory  Notes,  and  acconiimnied  hy  au  Index. 
.•>r,-n;i./  Kdilion.     Svo.     7j».  »'x/. 

FORBES"  (John,  M.D.)  Fhysician'.s  Ilolid.iy,  or  a  Month  in  Switzer- 
land during  the  .Summer  of  i.s48.  S(,-nwl  KdUion.  riiites.    IVst  8vo.  8».B<i. 

FORD'S  (RicHARi')  Handbook  for  Spain,  Andalusia.  Ronda,  Valen- 
cia, Cntalonin,  (iranad:i,  (l^illiein,  Aimntoi,  Navarre.  &c.     I'ost  Svo.    Ids. 

Gatherings  from  .Spain.     Post  8vo.     Cs. 

FORSYTH'S  (William)  llortcnsiu.s  or  the  Advocate  :  an  Historical 

r.ssay  on  the  Oftloe  and  Duties  of  an  Adv.K-ife.     Tost  Hvo.     \i: 

FORTTNE'S  (Rdbekt)  Tiircc  Years'  Wandering*  in  the  Northern 

IT.vlnceH  of  thiim.  Willi  n  Visit  to  tlie  Tea  anil  Cotton  Countries. 
.■<,rimd  J-:.liliiin.     Woodriils.     Hvo.      l.Vi. 

FRANCE  (HisTORv  of).  From  the  Conquest  by  the  Gauls  totheDeath 

of  l.<jiils  riiilippi'.  Ity  .Mi-s..Maukh  AM.  .NVir  Klitin,,.  WihnIcuIji.  I'iino.T^.OJ. 

FRENCH  (The)  in  Algiers;  The  Soldier  of  the  Foreign  Legion — 
and  the  I'rlsoncrs  of  AlxUl-Kadir.  Translated  hy  l.idy  Dikk  ti.miKiN-. 
Tost  Hvo.    -it.  (W. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  (The)  Journal.     Published  (occasionally)  by  the 

Hoval  (ieotfniphiral  ScK-letv  of  l/ind<in.    Hvo. 

GER.MANY  (History  or).     From  the  Inva.sion  by  Marius,  to  the 

Hattle  of  Lelpslc.     Hy  Miis.   .Maiikiiam.     WikxIcuI*.     IJino.    7j  ft/. 

GIBBON'S    (Edwaiii.)    Decline  and    Fall  of  the    Roman   Empire. 

WIted  with  Notes.  Ily  iLe  1»K.AS  of  Sr.  Tailh  iiikI  .M.  til  i/..t. 
Sfcind  hdilion.      Maps,     (i    Vols.     Hv.>.     a(.  .'U. 

Life  and  Correspondence.     E<lited,  with   Notes,  by  the 

pKAX  i.F  fT    I'Aii.'s.     I'orlralt.     Hvo.    lt». 

GIFFARDS  (Ei.WAKi.)  Short  Visit  to  tiic  Ionian  Islands.  .Vthcna, 

and  the  Momi.     Males,     i'-^t  ^vo.    Ui. 
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GILLY'S  (Rev.  Dr.)  Komaunt  Version  of  the  GoRpcl  of  St.  John, 

orlKiimllv  111  use  nnioiiK  tliu  old   Walikiiiius.      E«11U-<1  from  ilie  M«S., 
Willi  Notes.     8vo.     5.«.  (i/. 

GLADSTONE'S    (Uioiit  Hon.  W.  K.)   PraycrH  armntfcil   from   the 

LItiirg)' fur  I'liiiiily  Isi'.     .Secinnl  JMilfn.     Il'iiio.    "J.,  it/. 

Translation  of  Farini's  History  of  tlic  Uoinan  Slate, 

1815—1850.     2  Void.  8vo.     24.<. 

GIjEIG'S  (Ukv.  0.  11.)  C'am|niign«  of  the  Drilinh  Aniiy  at  Washing- 
ton and  New  Orlcnns.     I'ust  Hvo.  'Ji.  l\il. 

Story  of  tlic  Uattlc  of  Waterloo.     Compiled  from   Tuhlic 

nnd  Autlirntic  Stiiirci's.     runt  Kvo.    Tm. 

Narrative  of  Sir   Uohcrt  SalcV  Bripadc'  in  Afghanistan, 

with  :\u  Account  of  tln'  Scinirc  and  Drfinrr  cifji'llnliiliad.  l'o«l  8vo.  'it.  OJ. 

Life  of  Robert  Lord  Ciivc.     Tout  8vo.     r..». 

—  Life   and    Leltcrs  of  General  Sir  Thoma.<  Munro.     PohI 

8vo.     6.1. 

GUDLEY'S  (John  Rohekt)  Loiters  from  America.    2  Vols.    Post 

8vo.  nil. 

GOLDS.MITH    (Ouvbr)  ;    a  Biograi-hy.     13y  Washington  Irving. 

Post  8vo.    6*. 

GOOCH  (Robert,  M.D.),  On  the  moHt  Important  Diseases  peculiar  to 

Wiinion.     i^ecoiid  Kdiliim.    8vo.     lit. 

GORDON'S  (Sin  Alex.  Duff)  Sketches  of  German  Life,  and  .Scenes 
fnnii  tlio  Wamf  I.il>onitiMn.  Translated  from  the  Gemmn  of  Vaniliagcn 
Von  Kiisc.    I'ost  8vo.    Us. 

(Lahy   Dipf),    Ambcr-Wilch  :    the   most   interesting 

Trial   for   Witchcraft  ever   known.      Tmnslated  frtim  Iho  German  of 
SlEixiloLD.    IV.st  Svo.     2.1.  Gd. 

French    in    Algiers.      ].  The  Soldier  of  the  Foreign 

Legion.      2.  The   rrisoners   of    Abd-el-Kndir.       Translrtted    from    the 
Kiviich.     Post  8vo.    '2.».  GJ. 

Remarkable  German  Crimes  and  Trials.     Trant^lated 

from  the  Ocmian  of  rouerbarli.     !?vo.     12i. 

GOSPEL  STORIES  FOR  CHILDREN.     An  Attempt  to  render  the 

t'hiof  I'.vonts  of  thi-   Life  of  (Jur   Saviour   intullij,'ible  and   protilahle. 
^'rconj  £iiiliuii.     liSino.    3i.  G<i. 

GR.VNT'S  (Asahkl),  Nc.stori.ins,  or  the  Lost  Tribes  ;    containing 

Kvldince  of  their  Identity,  their  Manners,  CuHtom.i,  and  (Vmn..nle<  ; 
with  .'>ketcliesof  Travel  in  .\nrient  .\».syria,  Armenia,  and  Me!io|><,|aiiiia  ; 
and   lllnstrations  of  ScripHire  l"n>j)hecv.    Thtni  Mitum.    Kr«|i.  hv.i    t\t 
GRENVILLE  PAPERS  (The);  being  the  Private  C  :  i..e 

of  UiclianI  (Jrenville,  Karl  Temple,  and  hi.t  Brother,  <;•  — 

their  l"riend.i  and  (oii temporaries  ;—  Incluilin'.;  Mk.  (ii.  .v 

<iK    I'liiiTii  .M.   Kvf.vt.h;   17«3 — 65.     Kdlted   by   Wii,i.i.»':  .!*>:.      -yirii 
Vols.  1  .t  J.     Svo.     r/„  ih,  IWt,.) 

tiUEEK  GIJA.MMAR  FOR  SCHOOL.S.  Abridged  from  MattLia'. 
Itv  the  lli.siior  nF  I.rt>si>o.v.  Stvtnth  Ai/ifion,  revised  by  Itcv.  J.  Ki'"a)  !■-. 
limo.     X<. 

GREEK  ACCIDENCE  FORSCHOOI^.  Abridged  from  Mattiiia. 
Itv  the  Ilisuoi*  or  LoxDox.  Fotnrth  iHition,  rcrlavd  by  Iter.  J  Enw  .viii>». 
l;jiii'>.    2s. 
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OROTE'S  (Okorgr)  lIiBtory  of  Greece.     From  the  KarlicHt  Period. 

Vols.  I.   to    X.     MitpK.  'hvo.      111*.    oMctl.      Thf    H'nrk    wdj    fmUiihni   as 

Ml„e*  :— 

Vni.".  I.  A'«D  II. -r.ogcn(lnry  Giveco.    tin-dan  lliitnry  to  Uir  Keign  of 

IViitliitrntiiN  nl  AtliriiM. 
Voi.«.  III.  ANC>  IV.  -llUlnry  of  ICarly  Atlirn*,  nnd   Iho   Tx>(diiliilii>ii  of 

Solon,  (tn-rlnn  CnlnniP't.  View  <.f  tli«»('fmtrnip"r«ry  Nntlfniimtirmnnd- 

insCn-iTi-.     (>n>rinii  lll!it<iry  dowiUotlu-  tirMi  I'omlan  Invaaloii,  and 

thi>  llntlli-  nf  Marathon. 
VdI-^.V.  asi>  VI.— IVrsiiiiiWnr  nnd  Invnaimi  of  Cn'oro  hyXoncos.  Period 

Iwtwec-n  the  rcmlnn  niul   the   rc'|op<inno.sliin  Wnm.      l'<'1i>|Kinncslan 

Wnr  down  to  tho  r.x]MMliti<>a  nf  tin-  .Vtlieiiliinii  iiRninst  Syrncuae. 
v.. in.  VII.  Axn  VIII.— riifl  rVnw   of  Nikiaa  down   to   thii    Uattic  of 

Knidns  (ii.c.  4Jt  t(>.'tn4'i.     Socniti-.i  nnd  tlio  .■^opIiiHtH, 
V01..4.  IX.  AMI  X.— rri>ui  tlio  KiNtc.rulicin  of  tin-   I irniocrary  at  Athens 

(■n.c.  40.T\  to   hi'  CunrhisioM  of  the  Sacred  Wnr  (ii.i-.  ;Mfi). 

GUIZOT  (M.),  On  the  Causes  of  the  Success  of  the  English  Revo- 
lution of  1640-lfiR8.    Hvo.     &». ;  or  Chtnp  Edition,  12nio,  1*. 

Democracy  in  France.     Sixth  Edition.     8vo.    Zb.  id. 


GURWOODS  (CoL.)   Selections   from   the  Duke   of  Wellington's 

Despatches.     A  Sew  and  Cheaper  EJiliim.     1  Vol.     8vo. 

HALFORD'S  (the  late  Sin  Henry)  Popular  Es.saya  and  Oration.s. 

Third Fditinn.     Trnp.    8vo.    Q'f.Hd. 

Nugae  Jlctrica?.     Fcap.  8vo.     3«.  C</. 

HALLAM'S  (Henry)  Constitutional  lli.story  of  England,  from  the 

Accession  of  Henry  tlic  Seventh  to  thu  Death  of  (jeorge  the  Second.  Sixth 
Edition.    2  Vols,    'fcivo.    'lU. 

View  of  the  Slate  of  Europe  during  the  ^liddlc  Ages. 

liinth  Edition.     2  Vols.    8vo.    24.«. 

Introduction  to  the  Literary  Ilistorj-  of  Europe,  during 


the  ICth,  17th,  nnd  IHth  Centuries.     Third  Kdiiion.     3  Vol«.    Svo.    .Tfl*. 

ILAMILTON'S  (Waltkk)  Facts  to  Assist  tlio  Memory  in  various 
Sciences,     ^eeoiul  l:diliun.    Tcap.    8vo.    (J*.  (l<i. 

— — Ilindostan,  (Jeographieally,  Statistically,  and  Hi.s- 

torically.     Map.    8  \oU.  4to.    «.  14*.  Od. 

(W.  J.)   Researches   in  Asia  Minor,  Pontun,  and 

Armentn;  with  mmtc  Areoiint  of  the  Autli{n!tie!i  and  Cicology  of  those 
Countries.     I'l.itcs.     2  Vols.  Svo.    aS*. 

UAMPDEN'i^  (Bipnop  of  Hkrkhokti)   Ess.ay   on  the  Philosophical 

Kvldrnro  tif  ChHstinnitr,   or  tlio  Cro«llhllUy  nhtahied    to    a    8fripturo 
HaTclntion,  fnun  itii  Coliiriilencc  with  tlin  I'licts  of  Nature.    Kn>.    i).<.  ('■■/. 

HARCriURTS  (EwwARD  Verkon)  Sketch  of  Madeira;  witli  Map 

iind  rintOH.     I'ost  Hvo.     Hn.  ft/. 

HART'S    ARMY   LIST.      {Puhlij,hed  QitartiHij  mul  Anmialhj.) 

Hvo.    r>i.  nnd  20».  ca'h. 

HASE."^  ANCIENT  (iREEKH;  their  PnMic  and  Private  Life, 
.Mniiiii'm,  and  Ciiilonix.  Triihslatt.'d  from  Uw  (iunnan.  Ily  Mrs.  Ai'ntin. 
reap.  bvo.   bi.  Od. 


PUBLISIIED   HY   Mk.   Ml  K RAY. 


HAND-BOOK  (MruRAYs)  OF  TUAVKLTALK  ;  or,  ConrcmaHonn 

In   Kntjllsli,  CJcniinn,    Krciicli,  niul    llnllan.     Iiitriiilf<l    for    KnijIUIiriiiii 
truvclllng  iibroiiil,  or  l'orrif,'npni  vIrIiIiik  lirent  llrlmln.     IHino.    &». 

NORTH  GERMANY— Holland,  Belgium.  I'ru8«ia, 


and  the  Rhino.     Ma|i.     l'<>st  Sru.    V2ii 

-  SOUTH    GERMANY— Bavaria,  Austria,  Ral/.hcrp, 

tho  Aimtrian  and   Hararian  Alps,  tlio  I'vnil,  and  tlic  l)aniilM>,  fii.ni   L'lm 
to  tlio  Ulack  Sen.     Map.     lV.stHv.j.    12*. 

rAINTING— the    German,     Flcminli,    and    Duloli 

BchoolR.     Fn.m    flin  Conn.m  i>f  Krui.Kii.     Kdited,  with  Notos,  hy   Hiii 
Kl>Ml-NO    IIk.M>.      I'list  Svo.     I'J.v. 

SWITZERLAND— tho  Alps  of  Savoy,  and  Piedmont. 


Map.    Post  Svo.    10«< 


FRANCE — Normandy,  Brittany,  the  French  Alp«, 

thfi  Rivers  Loiro,  Seine,  IJIione,  and  (iaronne,   iMnpliine,   I'rovtnce,  and 
the  I'yrenccs.     Maps.     I'nst  8vo.    12*. 


SPAIN — Andalusia,    Ronda,     Granada,    Valencia, 

Catalonia,  OftUicia,  Arra^iin,  and  Navan-o.     Maps.     I'ust  8vo.     1(J». 

PAINTING- the    Spanish    and    French    Schools. 


liy  .Silt  Kliui  Ni>  llK.vi).    Tost  Svo.    12*. 

JIADEIRA.  Maps  and  Woodcuts.  Post  Svo.    S.t.  G'f. 

NORTH    ITALY— Florence,  Sardinia,  Genoa,  the 


Klvicrn,  Venire,     Lnmbardy,  and  Tuse.any.     -Map.     I'ostSvo.     12*. 


CENTRAL  ITALY— Rome,  the  Papal  States,  and 

Cities  of  Etruria.     .Maps.    Post  Svo.  IC^. 

SOUTHERN   ITALY— Sicily,   and   Naples.     Map. 

Post  Svo.     Kaarly  rtady. 

PAINTING— the  Italian  Schools.     From  the  Ger- 


man of  Kiv.i.ER.    Kdited.  1)v  Sir  Chaui.ks  Kasti.akk.     With  WixKlcnts 
ftom  the  Old  Masters.    2  Vols.  Post  Svo.  -lU. 

MALTA— the  Ionian  Islands,  Turkey,  Asia  Jlinor, 


and  Constantinople.     Maps.     PimtSvn.    15«. 

ECJYPT— ThebcB,    the    Nile,    Alexandria,    Cairo, 

Uie  Pyraniidii,  Mount  Sinai,  &c,     .Map.    Post  Svo.    I^«. 

SYRIA  AND  THE  HOLY  LAND.      Maps.     Post 

8vo.     {Prejuirinij.) 

DENMARK,  NORWAY,  AND  SWEDEN.     Maps. 

Post  Svo.    12*. 

RUSSIA  AND  FINLAND.    Maps.    Po.st  8vo.    12*. 

ENGLAND     AND    WALKS.     Giriii::  an  .v,,,„nt 


of  the  Tnost  remarknhlo  Ptnr^ 
in  England     desrriMni;  the  / 

jta.nsing  trnifllrr.i,  showing  h'  ■>  .'I 

expenditure  of  time  nnd  money.     Map.     J'-.st  sv^j.    .\t-i.-'y  ..jj,. 

DEVON  AND  CORNW^VLL.  Maps.  Po«t  8to.  S». 
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HAND-BOOK  (MoRRATs)  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  LONDON. 

IlvliiK  mi  Acciniiit  of  nil  tlic  Anll<|tiitirH,  ('iirii>i>ltli-i,  Cliiin-lira,  Wiirknnf 
Art,  rinn-x,  niiil  SIrcrU  roniivcli-il  with  IntonttiiiK  nnil  Iliiitorlrnl 
Aiutorintloim.     I'tntl  Hvo.     10«. 

—  ENVIRONS  OF   LONDON.     Iiiclmljnp  a  Circle  of 

.'hi  .MilfH  round  .^t.  I'mirN.  A1|<linU'llinlly  armnKCil.  MnpN.  rent  bvi. 
Xtarly  rtaity. 

MOl^EHN   LONDON.     A    Guide   for 

Vlsltom  to  All  tlio  SiKlil.H  nnil  olijtctH  of  interest  in  tlio  Mctn<]>oliii. 
lOmo.  &». 

ANTIQUITIES    OF   THE    URITISH    MUSEUM. 


•\ViUi  300  WcMlnitM.     I'liHt  8vo.    7,'.  M. 
PICTURE    GALLERIES    l.V    LONDON  anp  its 


NKUiHnofiillooD.     'With   IliNturicnl,  ltiu);rn|ihicul,  nml  t'rltirnl  Notiti'ii. 
I'oKt  8vo.     l'>». 

^ WINDSOR  AND  ETON.     ICmo.     1^. 

WESTMINSTER    ABHEY— iU   Art,   Architecture, 

and  Ansocint ions.     Woi>ilcut«.    lOnin.    l*. 

CHRONOLOGY,  AIpbal)ctically  arranged  as  a  Book 

of  ciisy  reference.    8vo.     {In  prrparnlii  n.) 

(OFFICIAL)      OP      CHURCH      AND      STATE. 


(living  a  ilctnileil  and  Historical  Account  iT  the  HutioH  nttaclied  to  the 
various  Depiirtnunts  of  tlu' (iovernnii-nt.     I'ost  Svo.     {In  i<,'jHiintiou.) 

FAMILIAR  QUOTATIONS.  From  English  Authors. 


Fcsp.  8vo.     In  the  I'rest 

ARCHITECTURE.     Illustrated.     Being  a  Concise 

and  Popular  Account  of  the  Diffi-rcnt  Styles  prevallinx  in  all  Am-i 
and  ("oiintrii't  in  the  World.  With  a  description  of  the  nn'Hl  n<niurk- 
nble  HiiildlnK«.    Itv  Jamks  Kkikhssln.    Illiistr.iti.ns.   .Svo.    In  the  I'rrti. 

CATHEDRALS  OF   ENGLAND.      ConUiininp  a 

^hnrt   I>eiicription  of  each,     lly  Uev.  CJ.  .\.  IVwiLK.     With  I'lates.     I'ost 

hVo.      /„  ll,r  I'rrm. 

HAWK.STONE;  a  Talc  of  Englan.l   iu  the   Year  184—.      TTtird 

I-JJillun.     'i  V(ds.     Fcap.  Svo.     Via. 

HAY'S  (J.  H.  Drimmonk)  Western  Barbarj-,  its  wild  Tribes  and 
aavsKe  Animals.     I'ost  8ro.    'in.  M. 

HEHER'S  (Bishop)  Parish  Sermons;  on  the  Les.<rtiis,  the  Gospel, 
or  the  KpJKtle,  forevi-ry  Snndar  in  the  Year,  and  for  Week-day  Festivals. 
.Sirf/<  lUiition.     'i  Vols.     I'ust  8vo.     10*. 

Sermons  Preached  in  England.     Seomd  Kdition.     Svo. 

Hymns  written    and   adapted    for  the  weekly  (  liinrli 

Service  of  the  Year.      'IVel/lh  hUiiln.n.     ICiiio.    •>$. 

Poetical    Work.-^.     Fifth  Kdition.      Portniil.     Fcj).  8vo. 


-•.Od. 

Journey  tliri>ii).ch  the  Upper  Provinces  of  India.     From 

Calriitta  to  Itonibny,  with  a  .lonniey  tu  .Madras  and  the  8oiithem  I'ru- 
vliicvs.    3  Vols.    I'ust  Hvu.     VU. 


pi'ru-isin:i)  uv  >ik.  mlriiav.  i?" 

IIKAD'S  (Sill  Francis)  Rouph  Xotcs  of  some  Rapid  Journi-ys  acrou 

111.'  riiinpu.s  aii<l  ■•viT  till-  AiKlfS.     I'uHt  Hv<«.     'it.  M. 

Uultblcrt  from  the  lirunncii  of  Na.ssau.      By  an  Old  Man. 

ifixlh  J:'ilition.     ICiiiii.    6.'. 

Emijfrant.   Fifth  Edition.    Post  8vo.    12*. 

Stokers  and  I'okerrt,  or  the  London  and  North-WcRtcrn 

Knilwny.     I'ust  bv«i.     2,1. 6</. 
Defenceless  State  of  Great  Britain.     A  peries  of  Dc!<crip- 

tivi"    i^kctclii'S,    contiiiiiiiiK— 1.    .Mililnry    Warfare.      U.   Niivnl    Wnrfuri*. 

;i.  Till!  Iiiviisloii  of  EiikIhikI.     -1.     Tlic  I'aptiirL-  of  Lniidmi   liv  n  l"n-iirU 

Anuy.    Ti.  Tin;  Trc.'XimL-iit  of  Woiiieii  ill  War.     C.  llow  to  Infeml  Urcut 

llrilain.     I'ost  Hvo.     Vis. 

A  Faggot  of  French  Sticks.     2  Vols.     Post  Svo. 

(Sir  George)  Forest  Scenes  and  Incideuts  in  Canada. 

Stcoiul  iAiition.     I'ost  Svo.    10s. 

Homo    Tour   through    the    Manufai-turing  Districts    of 

Kiiglnncl,  ScoIIhikI,  iiiid  Ireland,  iiirliuliii^  tlic  (Iwiiiiii'l  IslniKU,  and  the 
Isle  of  .Man.     TUiid  ICditinn.     2  \'<ils.  I'ust  8vo.     VZs. 

-    (Sir    Edmund)    Handbook    of  Painting — the   Spani-sh 

and  French  Si-ho<iIs.     I'ust  Svo.    Vis. 

—  -  Handbook  of  Painting — the  German,  Flemish,  and 
r>iitch  ScliiMiIs.  From  the  (jernian  of  Kloi.kk.  Kdited,  with  Notes. 
Post  bvo.  VU. 

HEIRESS   (Tue)  in  Her  Minority  ;   or,  The  Progrcfs  of  Character. 

liy  the  .\utlior  of  "  Ukiitma's  Joiusai..''     'Z  Vols.     Vl\n<\     ISj. 

HEPkODOTUS.     A  New  English  Version.      Translated  from  the 

Text  of  (.lAiSFoni),  and  Kdited  with  Notes,  illustrating;  the  History  and 
tieo.ijrraiiliy  of  Herodotus,  from  tlio  most  recent  sources  of  infonnatiop, 
cmliodyin;.;  the  chief  Kesults,  Ilistoricjil  and  KthnoKrapliical,  which 
have  heen  arrived  at  in  the  pro;^ress  of  Cuneifonn  anci  Hierogly-,diicnl 
Discovery.  IJy  Kev.  Gkokhk  Uawli.nson,  M.A.  As.sisted  l)y  C»i.<iSKL 
IjAWi.i.s-sVis  and  tfii:  J.G.  Wii.kissks.  1  Vols.  Svo.     In  IWjHtralloii. 

HERSCHELS  (Sir  J.  W.  F.)  Manual  of  Scientific  Enquiry,  for  the 

Use  of  Officers  and  Travellers  in  general.  By  various  \\' Titers.  Srcoml 
Klilioii.  I'ost  Svo.  10».  txi.  {I^hhshcd  by  Aulhorilii  of  the  Lord*  of  the 
Ailmirnlttj.) 

HERVEY'S  (Lord)  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Second, 

from  his  Accession  to  the  De.-ith  of  yueen  (.'nndino.  Ktlitt'd,  with  NotCH, 
l)y  KiKht  Hon.  .1.  W.  tuoKKii.     I'ortrult.     '.'  \'..|s.  Sv...     ;i4-,... 

HICKMAN'S  (Wm.)  Treatise  on  the  Law  an.l    Practice  of  X;iv.il 

Courts  Martial.    Svo.     Ws.  G>1. 

HILL'S  (General  Lord)  Life.     By  Rev.  Edwin  Sidnet.     Second 

Kdiiivn.     Tortmit.     Svo.    Vis. 

HISTORY    OF    ENc;LAXD    ixder    the    Hocsr^    or  York  and 

I.AXCASTKii.  With  a  Sketch  of  the  Karly  Keformali'-n.   Svo.  /.i  rA'  /'mt. 

THE    LATE    WAR:    With   Sketches   of   Nol«on, 

WcUinfjfon,  and  Napoletin.     Ky  J.  G.  I»<  kuart.     ISido.     is.Od. 

HOLLANDS    (Rev.   W.  B.)  Psalms  and     Hj-mn.<«,    selected  and 

adapted  to  the  vari^Mis  ."^'demnitles  of  tlie  Churvh.     "Jlmo.     It.  Gi. 

HOLMES'  (Mrs.  Dalkeith)  Ride  on  Horfcback  through  France 

and  Switzerland  to  Florence.    "J  VuU.     I'utt  bvo.    IS/, 
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HOME   AND   COLON'IAL    LIBKARY.    76  Par U.      2*.  d/.  each, 

or  ;t7    VoliiiiuH,    I'lWt  bvu,   G».  lacli,   cluth.     (»«;».  Vi  ami  tW  arr  Ht.tUI. 
rncfi.)    ('iinlitiniii^;  — 

1.  TIIK.  lUIU.K   IN   STAIN.     Hy  fiEomiK  Hoimow.     (Two  I\irU.) 

2.  JOLKNAI.S   IN   INKIA.     Hv  r.itiior  lUiiKli.     ( Four  l^irU.) 

3.  TKAVKl.S  IN  Till".  IH»I,Y  l.ANI).     Uy  ('ArrMNH  Ibiit  nnd  MxxoLM. 

4.  Tin:  SIK<;K  ok  (;iimAI/rAR.     Hy  .lonx  PuiSKWATKn. 
6.   MOKOCCd   AND    rili;   MOOKS.     Uy  .).  l>iiiMMONu  Hav. 

6.  LKTTLKS   IKoM   TIIK  IIALTIC.     lly  ii  Lady. 

7.  Tin;   AMHli:   Wircil.     Uy  Ku>y  IUkfUouim.s. 

8.  OhlVEIt  CKOMWKI.I,  .t  .iolIN   IIUNYAN.    lly  noiiEUT  Soitiikv. 

9.  NKW  SdTTII  WALKS.     Hy  >\nn.  Mkukimtu. 

10.  I, IKK  (»K  SIU  KK.VNCIS  DKAKK.     Uy  Jons  lUnnow. 

11.  KATIIKK   lUTAS   M  KMOIKS  I  )K  TIIK  COIKT  OK  CHINA. 

12.  A   KKSIDKNCK  IN    TIIK   WK.-^T    INIUKS.      Uy  M    (i.LKwm. 
IJ.  SKKTCIIKS  OK   I'KKSIA.     lly  riiu  .Iuiin  M  AU  ..i.M.     [Two  }\trts.) 
U.  THE  KKKNCH  IN  .VLC.IKRH.     Uy  Lai>v  Uukp  (ioaouK. 

15.  HKACEUUIDciK  HAI.L.     Uy  WASiiisiiTo.v  laviso.    (Too  I\trU.) 

16.  VOYACK  OK  A  N  A  TIK.VLI.ST.  l!y  CnAiii.KS  Dauwis.  (Three  BirU.) 

17.  HISTOKY  OK  Tin;   KAI.K  oK  TIIK  JKSLJTti. 

18.  I.IKE  OK  LoriS  I'HINlK  CoNUK.  by  l.oiin  .M  Alios.  (Ttco  Ikirt*.) 
10.  (ill'SIES  OK  STAIN,     lly  Gkoikie  UobuoW.     {Tico  J'lirH.) 

20.  TYTEE;    OK    THE    MAKQUESAS    ISLANDEKS.      »y    Hkkuanx 

Mki.vim.k.     (Tiro /Wr(.i.) 

21.  LIVONIAN  TALES.     Hy  a  Liidy. 

22.  .MISSIONARY  LIFE  IN  CANADA.     By  Ukv.  J.  Aiuiott. 

2:t.  SALES  ItKIUADE  IN   AKKCIIANISTAN.     l!y  Kkv.  G.  R.  Glho. 

24.  LETTERS   KKOM    MADRAS.     Hy  a  Lai>y. 

25.  HKllILANl)  STORIS.     Hy  Ciiaki  K.s  St.  .lollS.     {Tiro  nirln.) 

26.  JOl'RNEYS  ACROSS  TIIK  TAMTAS.     Hy  Siu  F.  H.  Hkai>. 

27.  GATIIKRINCS  KROM  ST.VIN.  Hy  RicilAiiu  FoBU.  {Two  IhrU.) 
2H.  SIKCES  (JK  VIENNA  HY  THE  TURKS.  Hy  Lobd  Kli.kbukkk. 
2U.  SKETCHES    oF    GERMAN     LIFE.     By    Sit    Ale.\anubr    Durr 

(iiiUKuS.     {'J'iro  J\irU.) 
30.  OMOO;     OR     THE    SOCTH    SEA    ISLANDERS.      Uy     Hkiuiaxm 

MRLVILLK.      (Tirn  lUrl.-.) 

SI.    STORY    OF    THE   HATTLE   OF    WATERLOO.      Uy  Kev.  (S.  K. 

Glkiii.      {Two  JUrtj.) 
32.  A  VOYAGE  VT  THE  RIVER   AMAZON.      Hy  W.  II.  Ei.waiuw. 
aa.  THE  WAYSIDE  CROSS.     Uy  Cai-t.  Mii.man. 
.11.  MANNERS  &  Cl'ST(»MS  oK  INDIA.     Hy  Rkv.  C.  Aclakd. 
a.''..  (•AMTAIi;NS  at  WASIlINtiTON.     Uy  Rkv.  G.  R.Gi.Klo. 
.•W!.  ADVKNTriti;S   IN   MEXICO.     Uy  (i.   K.  Ri  .\Tos.     {'J\po  I\trtJ>.) 
XI.  ToKTC(;AL  and  GALLICIA.     Uy  L.«ui>Cabnabv<»-.     (Ttro  IMrtt.) 
38.  LIKE  oK   l.oKD  (LIVE.     Hy  Rkv.  G.  R.  (ii.KKi      (Tiro  htrLi.) 
80.  TALKS  OK  A  TRAVELLER.    Uy  Wa»iiis.it.>s  Ikvino.    ('I^bo  ParU.) 

40.  SHORT  l.lVi;s  OF  THE  TOKTS.    Hy  Tih-mah  Camphki.i..   {Tico  l\trU.) 

41.  insToltlCAI.   ESSAYS.     Hy  Loiii.  .Maiii.s.     {Tw  I'orl.i.) 

■».'.  LONDON  .^:  NoRTll-Wi;STKItN  RAILWAY.  Hy  Sib  F.  H.  Head. 
4.1.  ADVLNTCRLS  IN  Till;  I.VHIAN  DKSEKT.  jiy  Uavi.e  St.  JoUK. 
44.  A   RKSIDENt  E  AT  SIERRA   LKONE.     Uy  a  Laky.     {Tiro  Ihirlt.) 

46.  LIFE  OF  (JENERAL  MINRO.     by  Rkv.  (;.  R.  (Ji.KUi.    (JWyUrto.) 
40.  MEMOIRS  OK  SIR  KOWEl.L  UUXTOS.     {Thrrr  I\irU.) 

47.  OLIVER  GOLDS.MITU.     Hy  Wakiii.mitos  Iliviso.     {Tum  I\im.) 
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HOOK'S   (R«v.   Dr.)     Moans  of    rcnderluf]:   more    cfTcctual    tLo 

I'.dlK-atl.in  iif  (lir  I'lM.plo.      Tmlli  l:-l>li,m.     Hvo.     ".'*.  U/. 

Church  Dicliouary.    liixUi  Julilivn.    livrUed  and  KtUaiged. 

8v(>.     In  the  Prrns. 

Friendly  aud  Seasonable  Advice  to  the   Roman  Catholica 

of  r,ii);liiii(l.     Ilr  Dkan  C'omiikb.    A  Sew  Jiiiitwu.    l^ditcil  with  N'>ti'>i  aud 
a  I'ri'liirc.     I'nip.  Svo.     ,'l,v. 

Three  Ueforumtioim  ;     Lutheran — IloDian— and  Aiiglican. 

Tfnrd  h'JUuM.     hvo.     Sa. 

— — ^  Nonentity   of    Uomish    Saints,    and    Inanity    of    Komau 

Urdiimiircs.      Third  j-jlilinn.     8v.i.    •.'•..  IhI. 

Sermons,  chiefly  liisturical.     Svo.     In  tlir  Prcj^. 

llUliACE   (Like  and  Wuiuis  of).     Kditcd  witli  NoIc.m  by  the  llcv. 

II.  H.  Mn.UAN,  l)i-nn  of  St.  I'liilVii.     tlliixtrnti.-d  ii'ili  VirwH,   Vi^picttcf, 
Ac,  taken  cliiclly  (V'nn  tlio  Aiitii|uc.    ;100  Woodcutn.     Cnjtrii  Sro.     i'it. 

HOSKING'S  (Wm.)  Guide  to  the  llei^ulation  of  IJuildiiiK*  in  Towns 

ns  a  Mraiis  >>f  Securing  t)i)>  llciiKh  »f  thu  JubnbitikiilM.    Hecomt  Klilion. 
I'ust  8vo.     .3j.  G./. 

IIOUSTOUN'S  (Miui.)   Yacht  Voyage  to  Texas  and  the  Onlf  of 

Mexico.     rUtfS.    2  Vnl.s.    IVst  Svo.     2l.». 

HUMBOLDT'S   (Alkx.)  Cosmos;  or,  a  Phj-sical  Description  of  the 

World.     TrniiBliitud  by  Ci'i..  aud  Mks.  ."*AiilNK.    .Sevml/i  JCJiUon.    3  Vols. 

IV.st  Svo.     7>.  tkl. 

Aspects   of  Nature  in    difTercnt    Lands   and    in 

diflurcnt  Cliniatus.     Translated   by    C'oi,.  and  Mii>.  SAiitsK.     2  VolJ. 
l*o.st8v.>.     5s. 

HUTCHINSON  (Li>:ct.-Col.)  on  DoK-Breaking;   the  most  expc- 

ditioiig,  certnin,   and  easy   Method,   whether   RTcat   Exr.l|i'no<>  or  only 
Mediocrity  bu  reijiiirud.     .Second  hilitum.     WoodcntK.     l-'cap.  8vo.  7j.  «></. 

INKERSLEY'S  (Tiios.)  Gothic  Architecture  in  France  ;  Being  an 
Inquiry  into  the  I'hronologicnl  .SiircCHsion  of  the  Honinnesi|ue  and 
I'uintod  Styles;  with  Noticea  uf  Hume  of  the  priucijial  Ituildiugn,  aud 
an  Index.    8vo.     12.t. 

IRBY  AND   MANGLES'  (Captaiks)  Travels   in    Ecrypt,    Nubia, 

Syria,  and  the  Holy  Land,  iin-bidinj.;  a  .Journey  n/uml  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
through  the  Conntry  east  of  tlie  .Ionian,     fo.st  8vo.     2..  ft/. 

IRVING'S  (Washington)  Oliver  GoMsmith.     Post  8vo.     5.*. 

Livesof  Mahomet  and  hi.s  Successors.    2  Vols.    Svo.    21«. 

JAMES'  (Rev.  Thomas)  Fables  of  M^p.     A  New  Version,  chiefly 

from  ()ri);inal  S'lupcs.    AVilh  1(«)  Original  Uc^ii^s,  by  JuU.i  Tk>»iel. 
t'riiwn  .Svii.     lil,«. 
',•  Also,  a  (."heap  Kditlon  for  Yhudk  I'cnuiis.     Woodcuiit.     16mn. 
JAMESONS  (Mrs.)  Handbook   to  the   Picture    Oallerio*  in  an<l 
near   I.ou<lun.      With    lliHli'Hr.il,    Uiograpbiral,   aixl   (  rilical    Notices. 

I'oSt  Svo.      SfCOII't  /.W1/K..1.      lc'.<. 

JAPAN  AND  THE  JAPANESE     Dcsorilxjd  from  the  AccounU 

of  IJownt  Diitoh  Travelk-nt.     I'osl  Svo.    9».  lirf. 

JESSE'S  (Edwaku)  Visits  to  S|>ota  of  Interest  in  the  Vicinity  of 

WindM.r  and  K.ton.     W.xMlrnLs.     I'MSt  Hvo.    lit. 

Gleanings    in     Natural    Hi.-*tory,    adaj>(ed     for     i^chnol*. 

With  AnccHntps  of  thu  Sagacity  and  Instinct  of  Animals.     St^tH  /.<ri)v>^ 
Fcap.  Svo.  6j.  6/. 

c  3 
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JOCELYNS  (LoRp)  Six  Months  with  the  Chinese  Expedition;  or, 

Iahw*  fr..m  a  S<>ldl«;r  »  Not«-lto..k.     .s>c,n*A  Ai/i/i.™.    rcA|i.  hvo.     Tw.  OU. 

JOHNSONS  (Dr.  Sajiiki,)   Life  :    Hv  Junics  Boswcll.     Inclinling 

Uio  T.iiir  to  tJio  Ilil.rl.l.-K.  »ith  NoU*  l>y  i^iH  W.S<..tt.  r.<lit.-«l  by 
till-  KItcliI  Hon.  .I.niN  Willis  (k-'KRII.  .1  .\rw  nnJ  Chfa}>rr  F.iUtioH, 
ri'vim-tl  1S^^>,  willi  iiiurli  n«l<lltlimnl  umlttT.  (.■umi'lctc  In  One  Volume. 
rorlniilH.     ICoynl  hvo.     I.V». 

JOHNSTON'S    (Wm.)    Enplnnd   a«   it    is:   Social,    Tolitioal,   and 

IiuliiJitrUl,  ill  tlw  Miciaie  of  tlic  lUth  tentury.     •.' Volii.     ToM  8vo.     18*. 

JONES'S  (Hev.  Rjchari>)  Kssay  on   the    DiRtrihution  of  Wealth, 

and  on  the  Sources  of  Taxation.  I'art  1.— KENT.  is<cond  KditUm.  Tost 
8V0.     'f.  Od. 

JOURN.VIi  OF  A  NATUR.VLIST.     Fourth  Ed il ton.     AVoodcuU, 

I'ost  8vo.    9s.  CJ. 

JUKES'  (J.  \i.)  Excursioius  in  and  about  Newfoundland  during  the 

Yoars   1(?3$M0.     .Mu]-.     2  Vols.    Tost  8vo.    "JU. 

KING  EDWARD  VItu's  Latin  Grammar;  or  an  Introduction 
to  tlu'  Liitin  Tongue,  for  the  Use  of  Scb<x)l».  Srvmlh  £ililioi,.  12mo. 
St.tiJ.  _,  ,    . 

- — -       Latin  Accidence  ;   or  Element*  of  the 

Latin  Tongue,  for  the  Use  of  Junior  (.la-sscs.     12ino.    'is. 

KINNEAR'S    (John  Q.)    Cairo,    Petra,  and  Damascus,   dci=.cribcd 

from  NoUH  niftdf  <Uirin>;  11 'I'i'ur  in  tliosc  Conntrii-.s  :  with  Komarkii  on 
tlie  (;oVLninn.nl  of  .Mchtmel  Ali,  uml  on  tlio  iia-.-ciit  |To.s|iLCt8  of  ."Jyriii. 
Tost  bvo.    'Js.  6,1. 

KUGLERS    (Dr.    Franz)   Handbook    to    The    Italian   Schools  of 
,  I'aintinc    TranKlnti-d  from   tlio  (itmrnn.      I<y  a  I.miy.     l'.<lit<<l,  with 

I  Notes,  i>y  .'*lB('ll.\ui.Ks  r,A!<ri..vKK.     Srt^md  Klil'um.    Illii.strHtvd  with  100 

1  -WoodcitH  from  till' Old  Mii.-,tirs.     2  VoIk.     IVst  8vo.      24.». 

Handbook  to  the  Gonnan,  FlemL-ih,  and  Dutch  Schools 

of  I'ainllut:-      Tniiislnted  from  tlio  i;.  nimn.     lly  a  l.ndy.      Ijliti  d,  wllli 
;  Notei,  by  Sir  I^huino  Hi  ai>,  llart.     Tost  Hvo.    Vis. 

Handbook    to    the    Spanish   and     French    Schools    of 


I'aintinK.     On  the  I'lan  of  Kiiglcr.     lly  SiK  EuMi  .si>  Ukah,  Hurt.     I'oat 
Svo.     Vis. 

L.VBORDE'S  (Leon  De)  Journey  through  Arabia  Fctnca,  to  Blount 

Plnnl,  and  the  Kxcnviitcd  City  of  IVtrnm,— the  Edoni  of  tho  I'mphcclea. 
iirxond  fAlition.     With  I'lates.    Svo.     18*. 

L.\M BERTS  (Mi.'Js)  Church  Needlework.    With  Fractical  Remarks 

on  it*  I'ripariilioii  and  .Vrniiig.iiKiit.     I'liitcn.     I'ost  8vo.    Vs.iiJ. 

My  Kuittinp  Hook.  Woodcuts.   Ttco  J'nrls. 'idmo.  3». 

. My  Crochet  Sanii>lcr.  Woodcuts.  TiroPailn.  Idnio.  is. 

HintH  on  Decorative   Needlework.     lOmo.     l/«.  Gd. 

LATIN    GRAMMAR  (Kino   Ehwaiih  tiik  YItii's.)     For  the  Use 

ofHrlu.dit.    Svrnllt  fMili'm.     U'ino.     ;W.  <!</. 

ACCIDENCE;  or,  ElcmenU  of  the  I^atin  Tongue,  for  tho 


L'*e  of  Junior  ClaMo*.    I'.'iuo.    'is. 
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LA  YARD'S   (AcsTEN   II.)    Nineveh   and   iU   Remain*.      IMn  -    i 

NaiTiitlvi' of  Itt'Hrurrlii-H    nii<l    II|Hr..viTli'H  niiiiilitt   tin'  lliilim  i.f  A 
\\'llliRn  .\rr..iiiit  c.f  thr  Clmldinii  riirlKiliiiisnf  KiirilliiUn;  111.-  \.. 
or  Dcvll-WLrslilppciB;  nnd  nn  Kmiulrv  Int..  tin-  .MutimTH  niul  ArtJi  of  llwi 
Amlint  AsHyriniis.    J-'i/th  lilitioi,.     Willi  riatvn  and  WoodciiU.    a  VoU 
«vo.    'Mji. 

Popular  Account  of  Researches  at  Nineveh.   Ahridgo<l 
fn>m  tlic  nliovo  Work  lijr  tlio  Author.     With  Wixxlciita.     I'oHt  «vo.  6». 

Frcsli    Discoveries    at    Nineveh,    nnd    Rencarchcs   at 

Unhylon;  IwinK  the  ItoRiiUd  of  tin-  Sic.n.l  i;x|>.-.lllloii  to  AKuvrin;  nliw 
a  .loiinioy  to  th«  Khiilxnir  Iho  Ih-iicrt,  l.nku  Vmi,  mu  l.nt  'Armiiil*. 
KiiriliMlini,  mill  the  llonhm  of  the  Kiinhmtcii.  With  m»:iy  Woudctim 
•J  Vols.  .svo.     /«  tl,r  /•,■<■«. 


Monuments  of  Nineveh.     IMustralcd  \>y  One  Ilundrcil 

r.iigrnviiih's.    Iiiip<!rliil  l-olio,  U<1.  lOn.;  ..r  f..lombli-r  folio,  !»/.  1  Ij. 

Illustrations  of  Va.scs,  SculplurcH.and  IJronzcs  rccontlv 

IHiKOv.  rrdnt  Miiev.hnnd  lliil>yl..n.  vrliirl|«lly  ll.n-It.ll.f,  .,f  tho  W.ir« 
niul  KxploitH  of  .'^■•iiimrhiTih  from  his  ralaci-  at  Koiiyuiijlk.  ]iiiiH.'rinl 
ColoiilhiiT.      Folio.    i.Vr.iWy  /.Vrt./y^. 

Li:TTi:i{3  FROM  THE   SHORES   OF   THE   BALTIC.      Bv  a 

I^Aiiv.     I'ostSvo.    '2.1.  C«l. 

M.\DR.\S;    or,  First  Impressions  of  Life  and 


Mniinors  in  Indin.     Ity  n  Lai.v.     I'ost  Svo.    2*.  fiJ. 


SIERRA  LEONE,  vriltcn  to  Friends  at  Home. 

Itynl.ADY.     Kditi'd  by  .Mrs.  N..IITI.N.     I'ost  avo.    &/. 

LICW  IS"  (G.  Cohnewall)  Es.'yjyon  the  Government  of  Dependencies. 
8vo.    12.«. 

History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Doric  Race.     Translated 

frt'in  Miller  by  Uenhv  Tikxkll  and  Geoboe  Cuukewall  Lr.wm. 
Second  Kdiliou.     Maps.    2  Vols.  Svo.    ae». 

—        -     Glo.s.«ary  of  Provincial  Words  used  in  Herefordshire  and 
suracof  the  ndJoiiiinK  loiiiitu-.s.     r.'mo.    i.i.  ai. 

- —  Es.'iay    on    the    Origin    and   Formation  of    the    Romance 

l.nin;imp<«:  ciitaiiiiii),-  nn  l.x«niiniilic.n  of  M.  Kaynoiinnln  Thiv.rr  .n 
tlie  Uflntion  of  tin-  Italiiin,  Spani-nh,  I'ruvcnqil,  and  Fn-ncb  to  tliv  LJiin 
iytcoiul  Julilioii.     Svo.     Vis. 

(Lary  Theresa)  Lives  of  the  Friends  and  Cnntcmforaricn 

of  till-  I.nnI  Chnncllorrinnndon,  ijhislralivr  of  I-.>r1niln  in  lil«  f;«II.rT. 
With  .in  IntPMliirlion,  rontninln^a  iH'vriplivvCalal'  i;i»- of  the  riclur<'«, 
and  an  Account  of  thu  Origin  of  the  folloctlon.    3  Vol*.  Svo. 

~ (M-  0-)  Journal  of  a  Residence  among  the  Ncgnxa  in  the 

West  Indies.    I'ost  Sto.    is.  6</. 

LK.\IN(;T0N  (The)  PAPERS;   or,  Some  Acoonnt  of  th«.  fVnrff 

of  I,onilon  and  Vii-nna  at  Oiopnd  nf  thf  ITlh  '        ■ 
the    OITlcial     and    rrival.-    rom<«|«>nd('nr<> 
I.»xiN(iT..Nl  while  .MinimiT  at   Viriina,  ltl>i  . 
Ma.nxehs  SlTTUX.     Svo.     Hi. 
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LINDSAY'S   (TiORp)  Sketches   of  the   History   of  Christian    Art. 

3  VuU.  8vo.     31».  dd. 

Lives  of  the  Limliuiys  ;  or,  a  Memoir  of  the  Howpex 

of  Crawford  «ml  llnlrnrrrfi.  To  wliich  »n-  ndilnl,  KxtrartM  from  tho 
omrinl  Corri'si-.iiil.nri'  >•(  Alrxniul.r.  rUiIi  Ki\rl  i.f  lUlnuren,  diiriiiK 
tho  Mnn~>ii  Wiir;  t.>nctli<r  with  I'lrwiml  NiirrntlvcH,  liy  his  »nilher». 
thi-  linn.  iCnlM>rt,  Colin,  .Inmrx,  John,  and  IliiKh  LlndHay;  iind  bjr  bla 
Biatpr,  Lady  Anne  lUmnrJ.    3  Vi.Ih.  m-o.     42*. 

Progrci'sion  by  Antagonism.      A  Theorj-,  involving 

Conaidi'ratloiis  b.urhins  the  rn\siut  I*o»itton,  Dulii-s,  and  iHstluj"  of 
Great  Brllniii.    Hvn.    a«. 

(Uev.  IIkkry)  Practieal  Lectures  on  the  Historical 


Ikxiks  of  thi- oiaiVsUniint.     '.' Vols.  Kimo.     lon. 

LITTLE   ARTHURS    HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND.      By   Lai>t 

C.M-I."»TT.     J-'i/t'rnt/i  KtlHiun.     18mo.     2t.  6J. 

LIVONIAN  TALES.— The  Disponent.— Tlie  Wolves.— The  Jewess. 
By  the  Author  of  "  I.ettci-s  from  thu  Unltic."     I'okI  8vo.     'It.  OU. 

LLANDAFFS    (Bisnop    ok)    Letters  with  the   Earl  of  Dudley. 

i^fcomi  Kditioih.    IVirtrait.    Svo.    Id'.  M. 
LOCH'S  (Capt.  G.  C.)  Events  of  the  Closing  Campaign  in  China. 

Miiji.     I'ostSvo.     8».  W. 

LOCKJIARTS  (J.  G.)  Ancient  Spanish    Ballads,    Historical   and 

K.inmnlir,   Translat.d.   with    Notes.      Third  JCdition,  with   lUuminatvd 
Titles,  I'H.nlirs,  &c.     4to.     42j. 

Life  of  Robert  Bums.  Fijih  Edition.  Fcap.  Svo.   3«. 

History  of  tho  Late  War :  with  Sketches  of  Nelson, 

Wollinjfton,  nnrt  Napoleon.     18nio.     'if.  (W. 

LONG'S  (Ok(.rok)  Es-^ays  on  the  Conduct  of  Life,  and  Moral  Nature 

of  Mini.     2  VoU.     I'ostSvo.     &«.  each. 

LOUDON'S  (Mrs.)  Instructions  in  Gardening  for  Ijidics.  With 
lUn-rtionK  f'T  i:viry  .Month  in  the  Ynir,  and  a  Calendar  I'f  Opc-raUonB. 
Jughth  KditfHi.     WiHidciit.s.     I'cup.  Svo.    5*. 

Modem  Botany  for  I>adie8;  or,  a  Popular  Introduction 

to  the  Natural  System  of  Plants.    Sn-uud  Kditimi.    AVinKlcntK.    Fcap.  8vo. 
0». 

LOWE'S  (Gknkrai,  Sir  Hudson)  Letters  and  Journals,  revealing 

the  true  History- of  Napoleon  during  hia  Captivlt>- at  St.  Helena.  I'ortralt. 

:)  \'uN.  Sv.i.      yii  I'rrjMiroliim. 

LUSHINGTON'S  (iliis.)  Narrative   of  a  Journey  from    Calcutta 

to  Kiin.iH,  hy  «uy  of  I'-^'vpt.    S^-nml  t:.iitiim.     Tost  «vo.    bJ.  (U. 

LYELL'S  (Sir  Chaulrc)   Principles  of  Geology;   or,  the  Modem 

Chant'ea  of  the  Karth  and   lln  Inhaldtants  consldei-ed  aa  lIliiHtrative  of 
Ge<ilo(.'y.     Ktyhth  EdUUm.      WiH.deiitH.     Mvo.     1S». 

Manual  of  Elementary  Geology  ;  or.  the  Ancient  Changes 

of  till-  Knrthand  Itn  InhHlpltai'im  llhmtrnted  liy  Ita  tii-oloiflcal  MonumenU. 
J-'uurtk   Editum.     W.«KliiitJi.     Hvo.      VU. 

Travels  in  Nortli  Amcriwi,  lh41  2;  with  OUscnations  on 

tbt:  I  iiitwl  SlaUH,  (  lln«al^  niid  Nova  Seotiii.  IMaten    •.'  \  ..Ik   l'..«l  Sv...  '.'1/. 

Second  Visit  to  iho  United  Sutcs  of   North  America, 


1(M&-<J.     Htcond  AJi/Krti.    2  Volf.     I'oat  8vo.     18«. 
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MACFARLANE'S  (CnAKtM)  Tmreln  in  Turk«y  durinnc  the  Tetw 

lR-17-8,  mndc  on  ptirtKMio  to  cxamdir  Into  thi'  True  Htatn  ufthal  (.'<>untrv 

•JVi.ls.  Hvo.     mt. 

MANTKM/S    (Gideon    A.)   Tliouglits   on    AnimaU-ulCT;   or,  the 
Iiivisilili- Worlil,  im  revcnled  tiy  thn  Mlcnj!»c<ipo.   Struwl  Kttilion.   I'lmm. 

MACCULLOC'irS  (.!.«.)  Edition  of  Rip.utros   Political    Workj.. 

With  n  Notlr..  ..f  lils  Life  an<t  WritlnKTi.     Hvo.     KU. 

MAIION'S  (LoRP^  IliRtory  of  Hngland,  from  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 

( VolM.  1  to  -1)  t"  till'  I'l'nc.'  of  I'ttris  >  ITUTi.     Sn-owl  lUhtiim.     hV".     M'. 

VoIh.  5  &  6.      The    Firnt 

Tnra  of  tho  Aniprlcnn  Wnr,  1703— ho.    Mvo. 
"  Forty- Five  ;  ■'    or,  a  Narrative  of  the   Rebellion  in 

Scotland.    Post  Hvo.     3«. 

—  History  of  the  War  of  the  Succciwion  in  Spain.    Second 

Stlilioii.     Map.    8rf>.    15». 

Spain  under  Charles  the  Second  ;  or,  Extracts  from  the 

Correnpiiulonri-  iif  the  Hon.  Ai.r\«mikr  Htakiioit.,  KritUli  Mlniitcrat 


Life  of  Louis  Prince  of  C'ond6,  sumamcd  the  Great. 

I'ost  «%o.     fx*. 

Life  of  Bclisarius.     Second  Eil  it  ion.     Po.st  8vo.  10*.  C«/. 


MALCOLM'S    (Sir  Johk)  Sketches  of    Peruix      Tliird  Edition. 

I'ost  8vo.     6j. 

MANUAL  OF  SCIENTIFIC  ENQUIRY,  Prepared  for  the  Ubc  of 

OfHcrni  ami  Trnvi'llcrs  in  ircniTal.  Hy  varlotin  Wrltcrn.  KdltiHl  by  Sik 
.1.  Hrh.hchei,  Hurt.  Srcond  Kiitum.  Maps.  I'ost  »vo.  lOf.  6i^  (/V*- 
?m/k./  l.ij  »,-,/.  r  ../  thf.  T.onl.1  <;/•  Ihf  A<lm,r,illy.) 

MARKHAMS  (Mrs.)   History  of  Enjrland.     From  the  First  Inv*. 

sicin  by  the  itoiimns,  down  \»  tlio  fourtwnth  yvar  of  (^uuc-n  Victoria's 
ICi'ign.     XfW  JMUiiin.     Woixlciits.     riiiid.     7*.  l»/. 

■ Hiatorj-  of  France.    From  the  Conquast  by  the  Oaul.<, 

to  tlic  Death  of  Louis  i'liilipiH-.     .NV,r /■;/i<iV/n.     \Vo.<lciil».     yim<.7'.i'.l. 

Historj"  of  Germany.    From  tho  Inrasion  by  Mariui:, 


to  tho  Itattlv  of   Lfipsic.     'NVoodriits.     Timo. 

History  of  Rome  and  Greece.  l'2rao.   In  prrparatiun. 

Sermons  for  Children.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  Svo.  3^. 


MARKLAND'S  (J.  II. »   Romark.s   on    English    Churchoi,  and  on 
rrndi'rinif   Sopnlrhral   M<'morial«   mituMTrlcnt  to   pimu   and    ('hri»tian 

I'm'S.     J-'uurlft  Klilfm.     \Vi««lci|t.i.      Imp.  .*iv...    tu.  li/. 

Itcvercncc  due  to  Holy   Places.       TItird  Edition. 

Woodcut!).     Kcap.  8to.    2j. 

MARRYATS   (Joski-h)  Colleotion«  tow.ird.'*  a  Hiittor)-  of  Pottery 

and   l*orrolain.  In  the  Kirtofnth.  «Uf■v~1t^    ^oi-fintM-tuh.  and  Kichlrrnth 

(inliirifi.      With   a  IK-  -'.  a  tilovurr,  and  « 

List  of  Mono^n^amH.     \\\x     ■  Iciila.    8»o.   3l<.ed 

*,•  Ajrir  cfufun  ln,l,.l  I  ■     *la.     bi:*' 

ANCIENT  I'oTTKliV;  Kjrji.tian.  AaUtic,  Greek, 

Roman,  Ktni.ican,  and   Celtic.    »y   SjkiniL   Oibcu.    Woodaila,    Sto. 
A'earljf  RtaJy. 
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MATTIILE'S  (AuoosTCs)  Greek  Orammar  for  Schools.     Abrulgcd 

fnim  tin-  I.nric<T  Crnmmar.    My  tlio  liiitiior  or  L«>.hih<!«.  Sevftith  KJilion, 

rvviscd  liT  Uov.  .1.  r.KUAitii.H.     r.'nio.     lU. 
Greek    Accidence   for   Schools.      AWridgcd    l>y   the 

BibiiopofI.<.mk>s.  A'..i/;/A  A;./i<ion,n-vlMdl.>  l{ov..l.KiiWAUi.n.  12mo.  2j«. 
Index  of  QuoUilions  from  (Ircck  Authors  contained 

In  MRtthlir's  ilrvck  lintiiiinnr.     feomJ  h.'ililii'it.    8vo.     7ii.ini. 
M.VWK'S    (H.   L.)  Journal  of  a   Pasiyigc    from  the   Pacific  to  the 

Atlniitlr,  crxsnin^'  tin-   Amlts  in  the   N   rtliini   I'ruviiiCfS  uf  IVru,  aiiJ 

ili-.HCiMiliiif:  tin-  K'l-iut  KiviT  .Mnnmi>ii.     8vi>.    12*. 

MAXIMS  AND  HINTS  for  an  Angler,  and  the  Miseries  of 
FldliltiK.  To  which  in  nilded,  MaxiniH  iiiiil  Hints  for  a  ClieHS-nayiT. 
IJy  lClcitABl>  I'KNM.     S'CumI  KJilinii.     Woodcut.-!.     TJiiio.    6,«. 

MAYOS  (Diu)  Elements  of  the  Pathology  of  the  Human  Mind. 

Konii.Svo.     tis.iitl. 

MELVILLE'S    (Heumakn)    Typcc    and    Omoo ;    or,    Aiivcuturcs 

ii!iiim;;st  thi-  Miinnios.is  iind  Soutli  Scn.i.    'J  Vol.s.  I'ost  hv.i.   loj. 

MKNDELSSOHN'S  (Fklix  Bautholdy)  Life.     ByJuLKS  Benedict. 

Kvo.     '>!,.  &/. 

MEUIII FIELD  (Mns.)   Original  Treati.scs  on  the  Arti?  of  Painting 

ill  oil,  Miiiintiiro,  Mosaic,  and  on  CIii.ss;  of  CJildinj;,  I>y<'inK,  and  thu 
Preparation  of  foloiirs  and  Artificial  (ieni<,  d.-scriU-d  in  K.vtral  iin- 
j.ul)li.shcd  .Miiiiiisrript.s,  diitiiit;  from  tlic  Twtlftli  to  llic  KiKlitvcutli 
ffiilurifs.  1'riTcdi.d  1)^  a  (ii-ncral  liitrodurtion,  witli  Translations, 
I'l.  faro,  and  Notes.     -J  V.d.s.  Sv...     3<>.v.     (I'l.hh^h'il  hy  Authnnly.) 

MEUEDITirS  (Mks.  Charle-s)  Notes  and  Sketches  of  New  South 
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